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Porgy and Bess, 1935 $4.40 Flop, 


Looks Like 42 Click at $2.75 Scale 


ue + 


The unpredictable vagaries of 
show business are currently best ex- 
emplified by the indicated click of 
the ‘Porgy and Bess’ revival at the 
Majestic, N. Y. A financial flop in 
1935, when it played the Alvin at 
$4.40-top under Theatre Guild 
auspices, the George Gershwin opera 
looks like it will clean up at $2.75 top. 

After 13 years of trying, John 
Wildberg, who prefers to be a show- 
man rather than an attorney, hit 
the jack-pot along with Cheryl 
Crawford and a flock of backers 
when the revived ‘Porgy’ was rated 
a cinch after its opening Thurs- 
day (22), Miss Crawford, who pre- 
sents the musical melodrama, has 
been afound for some time, too, but 
‘Porgy’ is easily her top attraction. 
She and Wildberg are associated in 
the summer stock venture at Maple- 
wood, N. J., which is also their ex- 
perimental spot. ‘Porgy’ is therefore 
another of the rare triumphs 
emanated from the strawhat belt. 

It was there that ‘Porgy’ was re- 
vived by them in October last, it 
being the season’s final 
It cost $13,900 to put on at Maple- 
wood and the gross was $14,100. 
That showing inspired the idea that 

(Continued on page 36) 


Baggage Car Scarcity 
May Be Knockout Blow 
To Travelling Legits 


Industrial boom from the rearma- | 


ment program, which has created 
the most profitable business in years 
for touring shows, now threatens to 


wipe out the road altogether. Trans- | 
portation priorities, particularly rail- | 


road baggage and passanger cars, is 
already jeopardizing one tourit 
company and, by 
aces all others 
Troupe already hit is the No. 3 


implication, men 


Company. of ‘Hellzapoppin,’ current- | 


ly playing the 
Hershey, Pa., and due to go next to 
the Lyric, Richmond, and _ thence 
into North Carolina. Southern Rail- 
Way, Over which the show is routed 
has notified the Shuberts that bag- 
gage cars will no longer be avail- 
(Continued on page 13) 


Community theatre 





Star Becomes a Monk 


Mexico City, Jan. 27. 

Jose Mojica. one of Mexico’s top 
Operatic, radio and pic tenors, has 
left here for Cuzco, Peru, with the 
announced intention of becoming a 
Franciscan monk. Close friends 
deny emphatically that it’s a pub- 
licity stunt, 

Friends aver that this is not a 
new idea of Mojica, that he has had 
it since 1934, when he bought an 
estate near San Miguel de Allende, 
Guanajuato State, where he _ ex- 
Pected to establish a monastery 





Yellow Periled 


Hollywood, Jan. 27. 

Payroll on ‘Secret Agent of 
Japan’ at 20th-Fox is carrying 
three more persons than were 
bargained for when the budgets 
were set up 

Studio has assigned two po- 
licemen and one plain clothes- 
man to see that no undue harm 
comes to two American-born 
Japs playing bit roles in the 
picture. 





that | 








OWN STORY AS 


MG ALM 


attraction. | 


Negotiations are on which may 


put brothers Tommy and Jimmy 


Dorsey and their bands together in 
'a film based on 
haves jells it will be filmed by Metro 


next fall. Tommy Dorsey is now 


lon the Coast at the Palladium Ball- | 


{room after finishing ‘Ship Ahoy’ for 
| M-G, and Jimmy recently completed 
\*'The Fleet’s In’ for Paramount. 
| Jimmy possibly will make another 
| solo before hooking up with Tommy. 
Dorsey Brothers orchestra 
'up during a date at Glen Island Ca- 
sino in 1936 Since then their re- 
spective bands have become two of 


split 


the most outstanding in the busi- 
} ness 

Meantime, brothers have agreed to 
do a series of joint dance appear- 
ances for the collection of a fund 


yuted among tne 


that is to be adistrit 


(Continued on 


CALIFORNIA HAS A 
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Hollywood, Jan. 27. 

Coastwise country between here 
and San Diego is literally proving a 
gold coast to exhibitors. With the 
weekly payroll to aircraft workers 
upwards of $10,000,000 plus plenty 
of servicemen on duty in this defense 
strip, most of the spending money 
|for amusements is going to picture 
| houses. 
| Niteries large and smali have been 
| hard hit by Army ruling against 
| drinks to uniformed men before six 
| or after 10 p.m. 

San Diego and Los Angeles areas 
l'are drawing heaviest on defense 
workers’ envelopes, and even better 
| pickings are in sight with around 
100,000 more workers to be put on 





* lle 
uircralt payrouis. 


DORSEY BROS. 


their lives. If the | 


| NEW GOLD STRIKE 


LE ON STARS 





PRONEY oT UNT 
INJURES GARO 


Star Never Promised She 
Would Break Inviolable 
‘No Radio’ Rule—Embar- 
rassment Follows Unau- 
thorized Publicity 


OBOLER TOOK CHANCE 


Hollywood, Jan. 27. 

Greta Garbo’s non-appearance Sat- 

urday (24) on the sustaining pro- 
| gram radio writer Arch Oboler ar- 
|}ranged and directed over NBC has 
| created an intensely embarrassing 
| situation between the film colony 
| and its members on the one hand, 
;} and the promoters of radio programs 
lin the name of admittedly worthy 
|causes on the other. Hollywood is 
inclined to feel that attempted ‘high- 
pressure’ that failed has put a valu- 
able cinematic property in a false} 
light and that the whole episode will 
| probably clean up a situation that 
'has been noted here for some time 
and more or less resented. 
Although film stars 
(Continued on page 54) 








several were 


‘Sell Books in Grocery | 
Store Backed by Radio | 
Concentrated Ballyhoo 


| 
| 


Some $100,000 in radio time on 
about 75 leading radio stations will 
| be placed by the Raymond Spector | 
| agency, New. York, as part of a cam- 
paign to sell 1,000,000 98-cent books. 
| The book is ‘You Are What You Eat 
and was written by  broadcaster- 

author Victor Lindlah1 
Novel part of this campaign, whic! 
vill be concentrated 1! a 60-day 


span, is that the book has been placed 


lling 

This campaign ha 
under the 
{Simon & Schuster’s 
| successful income-tax 
| has been radio-merchandised by the | 
| Northwest agency of Seattle over | 


DOOK 

peen planned 
inspiration of 
sensationally 
book, which 


admitted 


|nearly 600 radio stations on a we- 
mail-the-book-C.0O.D. basis. 





‘Raft Touring Camps With 
Raft of Groan-Grunters 


Holiywood, Jan. 27. 

George Raft is taking a stable of | 
boxers and wrestlers on a tour of | 
Army camps. He will underwrite 
the overhead and referee the bouts, 


' 


the talent donating their services. | 

Caravan of sports made its first | 
stop last night (Monday) at March | 
Field, near Riverside, Cal. Raft will | 
present one fight-wrestling card 
' weekly. 





y’ 
vv 


| around making that explanation to 


Orson Welles South American Film, 
With Guarantee, Interests Studios 


le 
. 





Film of which Orson Welles will 
shortly shoot part in Brazil is the 
oe first to be made in Latin America 
Group of Broadway showmen under a new arrangement worked 
who meet at lunch has organized out by Jock Whitney’s division of 
a club to defeat defeatist war the Office of the Coordinator of 
rumors. - Inter-American Affairs. Welles’ pic, 
Technique is to create two / ‘jt’s All True,’ will be distributed by 
silver lining reports for each RKO as a regular feature-length re- 
piece of whispered downbeat. lease. 


Whitney has a number of deals 


pending with other studios similar to 
| that with RKO for the financing of 
| ‘True.’ Inter-American Affairs of- 
| fice will put up no coin, but, if at 
the end of the regulartplayoff period 
RKO can demonstrate that the pic- 
ture was not a financial success, In- 
ter-American will pay the extra cost 
incurred by studio’s having lensed 
FOR FEB | the, film in Latin America instead of 
+ 
studios going over potential story 
| material to be shot in S. A. It’s fig- 
Miami, Jan. 27. | ured to be a highly favorable scheme 
The Feb. 1 gambling proposition is | all around, inasmuch as it (1) guar- 
problem |antees the studio against undue loss 
resulting from the heavy cost of 
sending a crew south, and (2) it 


Hollywood. 
Offer of this type des! has all 
provides the Whitney office with the 
(Continued on page 55) 


Two For One 














still a to-be-or-not-to-be 
though indications increasingly point! 
to the casinos opening up on the 
first. It’s that a 


resort like Miami needs gambling as 


agreed 


generally 


|a stimulus—and that what’s the dif-| 10 f 0 4 Of 
ference if they gamble legally at! 0 FC estra 


Hialeah or in the casinos at night? 
The dope has been that the ‘iibera- 
lization’ would commence on Feb. 1, 
but the powerful Miami Herald 
(John S. Knight, publisher) is seem- 
ingly backing the reform platform 
of the original state attitude against | What the building of an army of 
the casino syndicates and manifested | 3,600,000 men portends for many 
its first attitude on the subject with! a band can be seen in the current 
a satirical blast at the Claude Thornhill lineup. Since Dec. 
bandits, as the pinball and punch-|] Thornhill has been forced to re- 
board games are called. place 10 of the 18 men in his 


18 Are Conscripted 
Into United States Army 


one-arm 


come 


These have been locally okayed, | bination, eight of the 10 having been 
and while this form of nickel and | c¢ajjed for induction, Bob Jenney, 
penny gambling was regarded as the | trombonist. being the latest called 
forerunner of a Digger gaming cCON-| Pe’s already i t] e post band at 

mn, Te holdups |} A Camp Dix, N. J 
ited the ituation., Lou Breese i another to uffer 


t of five recent replacements 
t lesscns, and it may not be ere because of conscription. Fred 

Porter Bailey, Ed " : 
Eddie Shaefer are now in uni- 
l Eddie Peabody's 


ed Kalte 
forn latter in 
band at Great Lakes Naval Train- 


WILL MIKADO, MICH., “at 
ing Station. Bob Stockwell dropped 
BECOME MW’ ARTHUR? out via illness. Earl and Buddy 


ou 


The Herald has seized upon these Fr 


th sailing as expec 


Bergman, Ed Prepps, Bill Conti and 
Bill Haley were replacements, re- 
spectively. 


Rubbing It In 


Detroit, Jan. 27. 
Mikado, Mich., embarrassed re- 
cently with its Japanese name, seems 
to have found a substitute. The 
oddity in the matter is that Mikado 

was not named after the Japanese Milwaukee. Jan. 27. 
emperor, but was derived from a) Russians, anxious to let this largely 
Gilbert and Sullivan fancier because | Germanic community know that his- 
of his favorite operetta. |tory repeats itself, sponsored the 
However, the citizenry can’t g0| presentation in Milwaukee hall here 








|Sunday (25) of ‘Alexander Novsky,’ 
folks who burn at the name ever a pre-war Soviet film revealing how 
since the U. S.-Jap war broke out. | the Russians repelled a Teutonic in- 
For a time the town was considering | vasion in the 13th century. 

‘Pearl Harbor’ as its new name but| The sponsoring group, known as 
it now has gone one better than that. | the. International Workers, have ar- 
Henceforth it probably will be!ranged to show Russian pictures 
called ‘MacArthur.’ regularly from now until summer. 
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N. Y. Stirs Foreign Correspondent, 


Back in Gotham After 12 Yrs. Abroad 


By JOSEPH Db. RAVOTTO 
(The writer, recently returned from 
Europe, was United Press and} 
‘Variety’ Correspondent on the | 
Continent.) 


on + 
| 


Here I am once again on Times 
Square, after 12 long, eventful years. 

The twinkling lights of Broadway 
and the noise, movement and tang 
of Manhattan leave me with mixed | 
emotions. It’s all as it was; yet, it’s | 
all so different. 

In those 12 years I’ve trod the 
Yialtos of Paris, London, Berljn, 
Rome, Madrid, Lisbon and other 
European capitals as a foreign cor- 
respondent. Off for a vacation in 
Europe, I remained 12 years and re- 
turned recently on the Excambion, | 
the last American passenger ship to | 
cross the Atlantic for the duration 
of the war. 

The blackouted crossing over a 
secret, zigzag course on a ship with | 
the American flag blackened out, 
and its upper structure greyed, was 
# fitting close to a chapter of life 
which saw Europe at its best and 
worst. 

I lived through the Europe that 
was a playground for thousands 
upon thousands of vacationing 
Americans annually, the Europe of 
ease and luxury and pleasure, the 
Europe of crises—economic and po- 
litical—when a certain degree of 
geerenity and confidence was super- 
seeded by mistrust and bickering. It 
was a Europe of Munich, when a 
combination of idealists and poli- 
tician let themselves be hookwinked 

(Continued on page 18) 


LOMBARD WILLS 
ESTATE TO 
GABLE 


Los Angeles, Jan. 27. 
Carole Lombard left her entire es- 
tate to Clark Gable and appointed 
him executor of her will, dated Au- 
gust, 1939, and filed here yesterday 
(Mon.) for probate. 
Document, short and simple, pro- 











| for hosts of air force units, Disney 


| export and for distribution to the 





DISNEY CARTOONS AS 
TAX PAIN-KILLER | 


Washington, Jan. 27. 
Walt Disney's part in the defense 
program will include anaesthetizing 
the taxpayers against the shock of 
the March 15 income tax boost and 
propagandizing American food prod- 

ucts around the world. 
Already the creator of 


insignia 


has turned out a design that will be 
stamped on all food packages and 
will prepare a special tinted short 
in which Donald Duck will help 
soften the tax blow for the average 
citizen, 

The food emblem, like the ‘Britain 
Delivers the Goods’ stamp, will be 
placed particularly on supplies for 


U. S. needy. Reproduced in red, 
blue and black on white, the design 
represents a modernistic American 
eagle hovering over a cargo boat and 
chasing a bombing plane. Four stars 
represents the ‘four freedoms.’ 


Adelaide Moffett May 
Start Divorce Suit In 
Miami vs. Bill Buckner 


Miami, Jan. 27. 
Adelaide Moffett, just opened at 
the Clover Club for Nat Harris, has 
established local residence and may 
institute divorce proceedings here 











against Bill Buckner, Jr. There’s a 
local three-month ruling which 
makes Florida a road company 
Reno. 


Quite a bit of press scandal on the 
divorce-mill angle, through phoney 
‘residences.’ Consequently there can 
be no monkeyshines and the three- 
month period henceforth must be 
legit, and not done by mail order or 
care of some lawyer’s phoney ad- 
dress. 

Miss Moffett is spotted indef at the 
nitery and will round out her lo- 
cal stay to conform with the law. 
Socialite songstress is daughter of 
former Federal Housing Commis- 
sioner James A. Moffett. 





Miggins Reports at 20th 


Hollywood, Jan. 27. 





vides for the cost of her funeral and 
adds, ‘after these expenses are paid, | 
the rest, residue and remainder of | 


Foreign situation as reported by | 
Ben Miggins, European sales man- 














Bonds cost as little as $18.75, 
stamps come as low as 10 
cents. Defense bonds and 
stamps can be bought at all 
banks and _ postoffices, and 
stamps can also be purchased 
at retail stores. 


STRATOLINERS 
DRAFTED BY 
GOVT 


By GEORGE FROST 


The headline act at New York’s 
LaGuardia Field has been drafted by 
Uncle Sam for service with the 
Yankee air corps. The latest ‘se- 
lectees’ are the Transcontinental & 
Western Air line’s huge Stratoliner 
planes, beloved especially by cross- 
country trotting filmdom for. their 
speed and convenience and by the 
crowds of stretchnecks who popu- 
late aerdrome’s conservation deck. 

The army will undoubtedly use the 
33-passenger, four - mile -a- minute 
ships for various ferry assignments. 
These luxury liners, operated ex- 

(Continued on page 55) 














L. MONROE’S PATRIOTIC 
COMMUNITY SING TOUR | 





Sponsored by RCA-Victor, Lucy 
coast tour in a series of community 
choral festivities under auspices of 
the U. S. Treasury and the army and 
navy training staffs. Itinerary starts 
at Washington on Feb. 17, followed 
by Miami, Feb. 25; Tampa, March 4, 
and Pensacola, March 11. 

In addition to her innumerable 
appearances at various war relief 
benefits to sing the National Anthem, 
Miss Monroe since last March has 





sung every Sunday night on ‘Man-| 
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\ Hollywood, Jan. 27. 

My new picture, ‘Whispering Ghosts,’ is proving very lucrative to me. 
I just got the laundry concession for the sheets the ghosts wear. 

John Carradine is in the picture and he’s a great guy to work with. He's 
the only actor in Hollywood who has a shoestring for a stand-in. 

During one of my most dramatic scenes, my bride, Joyce Matthews, came 
on the set. When the scene was over, she kissed me and said: ‘Honey, 
don’t worry, there are still a few weeks of vaudeville left for you to play! 
Sol Wurtzel, the producer of the picture, said to me, ‘Berle, now that 
you're a star, we’ve made improvements in your dressing room’—it sure 
is swell to have a shower in my pup-tent. 

John Shelton, who plays one of the featured roles, is sure a handsome 
guy. He reminds me of myself—in my wildest dreams. 

Broadway Department 

Leo Lindy is quite distressed at the gambling going on among his her. 
rings. The other day he caught two of them rolling each other's ‘bones’, 

Jack Zero says he knows an actor who wouldn’t marry a very wealthy 
debutante—because her father wouldn’t throw in a few tires with the 
dowry. 

Harold Conrad wires me that Jack White no longer has that cement. 
colored complexion of his—since he switched to washing his face with 
saddle soap. 

Billy Rose just built the most unique bomb shelter—he had the bottom 
drawer of his dresser lined with concrete. 

Holly woodiana 

Maxie Rosenbloom will soon undergo an operation to give him much 
clearer diction, He's having a boxing glove removed from his mouth. 

Bette Davis had to turn down a social invitation the other night. It 
was her maid’s evening off and there was no one to stay home with her 
‘Oscars’. 

Cliff Nazarro says he saw a new kind of criminal picture. 
a gangster say: ‘That dirty double-crossing rat.’ 

Billy Curtis, the midget, offered his services to the government. He 
wants to convoy carrier pigeons. 

Laird Cregar says he knows an actor who was so sartorially perfect, 
even when he went to school he wore a pork-pie dunce cap. 

Bob Hope has played so many benefits, whenever he has dinner at 
somebody’s house and they serve chicken a la king, he unconsciously gets 
up and does a monolog. 

Abbott and Costello got tired of making a picture a day at Universal, 
so they laid the law down to the executives—from now on the boys only 
want to make five a week. 

Music Department 

There’s a certain night club in Hollywood that features a jukebox and 
whenever you put a nickel in to play ‘Rose O’Day’ out comes a helping 
of Irish stew. 

Have you heard the new recruiting song: ‘How About You?’ 

Mack Gordon has a swell idea. He wants to paper the floors of every 
home in America with songsheets for housewives who like to sing while 
they mop. 


Not once did 


There’s No Truth to the Rumor 
That the government added a trigger to Jimmy Durante’s nose and is 
now using it for a rifle....That every time Nelson Eddy sings ‘Shortnin’ 
Bread’ the raisins get stuck in his teeth....That Lana Turner once went 
out with a fellow who wasn’t a bandleader....That whenever Skinnay 
| Ennis lays off he rents himself out to writers as an exclamation point. 
Hangnail Descriptions 





Monroe will undertake a coast to/| 


| ley: Neat-Wit....Sally Rand: Fan-Nuities. 
| Observation Department 

With most of the night clubs closing due to lack of business, all the 
| fellows who indulged in nite-spot brawls will have to shift their battles 
ito a regular ring. 

The rubber shortage is sure playing havoc with girdles. Now when a 
woman wears one out, instead of discarding it she sends it out to be 
retreaded., 
| Eavesdropped at Charley Foy’s: ‘I wouldn't say he’s bald, but he does 
| have a beautiful head of wavy skin.’ 

Eavesdropped at NBC: ‘He’s such a phoney—even the rubber in his 
| checks is second grade.’ 

Eavesdropped at Sardi’s: ‘He loves people around him—even when he 
| walks in his sleep he wants company.’ 
| My brother (the one who books squirrels into parks) hasn't been feeling 


ager for 20th-Fox, is being digested| hattan Merry Go Round,’ national | well lately. He absent-mindedly walked into an employment agency, 


at the studio by executives with a 


hookup. With some weeks of her 


the estate is bequeathed to my hus- | view to its effect on the company’s| contract remaining, she was released 


band, Clark Gable.’ Amount of the 
fortune was not disclosed. 

Solemn privacy attended the final 
earthly rites for Miss Lombard, her 
mother, Mrs. Elizabeth Peters, and 
Otto Winkler, in contrast with some 
other film funerals, 
family friends were present at the 
services. 

Bodies of the three, who died with 
1 others in an airplane disaster inh 
Nevada, were secretly removed from 
the train at nearby Pomona to avoid 
a morbid public. The actress and 
her mother were interred on Wed- 
nesday (21), a day ahead of the ex- 
pected time, and the Winkler serv- 
ices were held next day, both at 
Forest Lawn. Clark Gable attended 
both rites. 





Philly Music Critic Sues 
Stokowski for $25,000 


Hollywood, Jan. 27. 

Leopold Stokowski has _ been 
charged with appropriating an orig- 
inal idea of Mark Tutelman, Phila- 
delphia music critic, in combining 
classic music with series of scenarios 
latter says he submitted to Stoky at 
latter’s request for Walt Disney’s 
*Fantasia.” 

Tutelman seeks $25,000 damages. 


Par Ribs Priorities 


Hollywood, Jan. 27. 

Paramount will be first away from 
the barrier with a light treatment of 
the wartime verbotens, Filmusical 
under title of ‘Priorities of 1942’ is 
being screenplayed by Art Arthur. 

Fun will happen around a Pitts- 
burgh steel mill 








Only a few | 


| revenue. Miggins came on from New 
| York and remains here for 
| months, 

| Daily conferences have been slated 
| with Joseph Schenck, Darryl Zanuck 
hess William Goetz. 


from her radio chore last Sunday 


two | (25). 


Community sings were tried out 
by Miss Monroe last summer. More 
than 40,000 participated at a Wash- 
ington rally. 








| 





| 











‘Ride Em 
Universal Pictures 





ABBOTT and COSTELLO 


On National Release Feb. 13 


—in— 


Cowboy’ 


Chase & Sanborn Hour, NBC-Red 
Under Personal Management of: EDWARD SHERMAN 


|and still hasn’t gotten over the shock. 
Whatever Became of ————? 
Stutz & Bingham 
Dalton & Craig 
Smith & Strong 
Afterpiece 
Hollywood is the only place in the world where a wolf owns a tuxedo, 


a — ——————— — 


I've Grown to Like It 


Broadway Reporter Admits He Gus For Hollywood, 
But He’s Not ‘Gone’ 


+ 


Berlin's 35 Years | By JOHN CHAPMAN 
° Hollywood, Jan. 27. 
As Songwriter Gets | Hollywood—I've had 18 months in 
e | Hollywood. ‘When I drew the as- 
Campaign By Par signment from the New York News 


I figured it was simple; simple of 


Burns & Jose 
Snow, Black & Cole 
Ruth Roye 








purpose, that is. All I’d have to do 
was my best toward reporting on 
the making of movies. Nobody told 
me of an enormous side job—an un- 
ending task of answering two ques- 
tions several times a day. 

Query 1—‘When did YOU come 
out?’ 

This one isn’t so troublesome. You 
reply ‘a year ago’ or ‘a year and a 
half ago’ and your interrogator looks 
confused and mumbles, ‘Oh, I just 
thought you were here for a visit.’ 

Query 2—‘How do you like it out 
here?’ 

This is the baby that saps the 
strength. Suppose you reply, truth- 
fully, ‘Fine!’ This will throw your 
adversary. Hollywoodians have an 
inferiority complex worse than the 
Nunnally Johnson collie that got 


Hollywood, Jan. 27. 

Irving Berlin’s 35th anniversary 
as a songwriter will be heavily ex- 
ploited by Paramount in connection 
with the campaign on ‘Holiday Inn,’ 
which carries 13 original tunes by 
the songwriter and many others of 
his earlier output. 


Berlin is now in New York to go 
over the details of the campaign 
with Paramount home office pub- 
licity-advertising officials. 


Fields Nixes Rum—In Pic 


Hollywood, Jan. 27. 

Sixth chapter of ‘Tales of Manhat- 
tan,’ the Boris Morros production at 
20th-Fox, went into work with W. C. 
Fields in the top role. 

Sequence is essentially comic, with 
Fields preaching a temperance ser- 
mon, , j 





kicked by Albert Payson Terhune. 
They are conditioned to abuse and 
(Continued on page 55) 











Burma sign: Shave-Rave....John Barrymore: Brew-Ball....Bob Bench-’* 
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ACTS FEAR LATIN 


NBC, CBS, BMI Pay $15,000 to End 


14 Writers’ Action for $1,200,000 





NBC, CBS, Broadcast Music, Inc., 
and the National Association of 
Broadcasters have cleaned up by 
caslt settlement a piece of litigation 
that sprang up against them during 
the fight between the broadcasting 
interests and ASCAP. It was the 
monopoly suit which 14 writers filed 
in the N. Y. supreme court. The 
writers involved, 13 of whom were 
ASCAP members, received different 
sums out of the settlement, and it is 
reported that the payoff altogether 
for the writers and the defendant 
counsel, Robert Daru, amounted to 
$15,000. The damage figure named in 
the suit was $1,200,000. 

David Podell, who functioned as 
special ASCAP counsel during the 
negotiations for new licensing con- 
tracts with NBC and CBS, had been 
delegated by the ASCAP board of 
directors to co-operate with NBC- 
CBS counsel in bringing about an 
end of the writers’ litigation. The 
board had agreed to use its influence 
in that direction after the contract 
terms with the networks had been 
completed. 


NBC TELEVISION GIRL 
LEADS ALL-FEMME ORCH 


An all-girl orchestra of 23 pieces, 
led by Juliette (Kathryn 
who was NBC's ‘Television 
makes its debut this week (Friday) 
at the Hipp theatre, Baltimore. 
Though this is its first public date 
‘the outfit played a private party at 
the Waldorf hotel, New York, last 
week as a sort of audition. Paul 
Tison is its manager and financier. 

Frederick Bros. agency last week 
took on a all-femme combo, 








composed of colored college 
from Louisiana. Currently aggre- 
gating 17, including leader, the group 
may be enlarged to 22 or 23. It 
played Apollo theatre, N. Y.. last 
week, 


girls 


” 


Larry Adler in Opera 
Debut With Harmonic: 


Philadelphia, Jan. 27 

Larry Adler, the harmonica play- 
er who recently made his concert de- 
but in a touring act with tap dancer 
Paul Draper, bowed in grand opera 
here tonight (Tuesday) in a per- 
formance of ‘The Bat’ (‘Die Fleder- 
maus') with the Philadelphia Opera 


”’ 





vi 


The Border Stretch 





Hollywood, Jan. 27. 

It used to be the hooch run 
down to the border, but now it’s 
something more elastic. Since 
the ban went on tire sales, many 
of the picture crowd have rolled 
down to Tia Juana to pick up 
new rubber. 

Demand on tire dealers and 
filling stations was so brisk over 
the weekend that supplies were 
soon exhausted and some laid 
over until fresh stocks were 
rushed in from Mexico City. 


BARN DANCE 
AT $1.59 TOP 


Buffalo, Jan. 27. 
Alka-Seltzer Barn Dance coming 
Saturday (31) to Memorial Aud for 
three-hour show, NBC broadcast in- 
cluded, for benefit ‘of Smokes-for- 
Soldiers fund. Buffalo Evening 














Porter), | 
Girl,’ | 


too, | 
signing the ‘Sweethearts of Rhythm,’ | 


| 


Co., at the Academy of Music, | 
Philly. Performance was in English 
and was billed under its English 
title. 


Portraying an entertainer in the 
second-act ball scene, Adler played 
Johann Strauss’ ‘Blue Danube Waltz.’ 
He then explained that as he had 
used a microphone for the number 
he might as well go the whole way 
and, as 
at t 


an encore, play a that 


} ri 4 ’ . : 
ne time of the opera’s action had 


song 


not been written, by a composer who 
had not yet been He then 
played Cole Porte: the Be- 
£uine.’” 


born 
’s ‘Begin 


. * . 
Grip’s Invention to Army 
g anventing a camera holder for 
anks, Bill Classen. of the grip de- 
partment of the Warnor studio, has 


turned his invention over to. the 
U. 4 Army. 
It 


Outside moving tanks, 
Photographic record of combat or 
maneuvers. 


Moustached Bullseye 
P Milwaukee, Jan. 27 
Plankinton Arcade, the city’s big- 
gest downtown recreation center, 





parr saen among other devices, a 
ere. gallery. Pictorial likenesses 
Adolph Hitler were substituted | 


recently for the ducks, and business | 


has more than doubled. 


PP se the operators have to worry 
at now is fear that the Govern- 
€nt may crack down on the am- 


Munition supply, 


is devised to film action from | 
providing a} 


| did not issue a denial of the or 


News, which sponsors, adding Bob 
Armstrong’s WBEN house band to 
program. 

House at $1.55, $1.35 and 85c sold 
out week in. advance, with smatter- 
ing of 55c seats left. 


A HUNK OF GUY 


Robert Goffin Lectures, Skates, 
Cooks, and Does Sundry Other Things 





Robert Goffin, Belgian jazz critic, 


and Leonard Feather, English mu- 
sic writer and critic, will together 


conduct a jazz music course at the | 


New School for Social Research, N. 
; # Once weekly begin 
Feb. 11 and are to for 15 


sessions 


continue 


La 4 


WAR SLOWS DOWN 
TALENT EXCHANGE 


Uncertainty of Transporta- 
tion and Difficulty of Plan- 
ning for Future Crimps 
Outlook — Brazilian De- 
pression at War’s Onut- 
break Told by Patricia 


Bowman, Paul Haakon 





CAFES DESERTED 


War and the uncertainty of tran- 
sportation are cutting down consid- 
erably the number of U. S. perform- 
ers working in South America, or 
planning to go there.. Latinland was 
on the verge of developing into a 
profitable substitute for Europe as a 
user of American talent when U. S. 
entry into the war dealt the S. A. 
tour scheme what may be a blitz 
blow. 


(Continued on page 54) 


Jolson Tees Off Big — 
As One-Man Show On 
Tour of Army Camps 





By ABEL GREEN 
Jacksonville, Fla., Jan. 27. 
Al Jolson opened his Dixie camp 





| tour at the Jacksonville Naval Sta- 
|tion doing two shows last night 


(Monday) before two audiences 
5,000 each, the double appearance 
being made necessary due to turn- 
aways. The second solo concert in- 
| cluded officers and wives. 

| Working in a modern camp the- 
atre, with a perfect public -address 
system which the star avers 
perior to many de luxe theatres, the 
ovation 


Su- 


An added difficulty, although one | 


of | 


STRANDING 





Govt to Unify Air 


Raid Precautions 


For All Theatres; OCD Official 


” 





New Type Giveaway 


Thomasville, Ga., Jan. 27. 

During World War 1 Marine 
Nat M. Williams shot a lot of 
Germans. Now local manager of 
Interstate Enterprises, theatre 
chain, he is Thomas county draft 
board chairman. 

On behalf of his chain he has 
offered $100 to the first Thomas 
county soldier, sailor or Marine 
who slaughters a Jap. 


OPTION ON 
AL JOLSON 








Sherman & Marquette agency has 
taken an option on the services of 
Al Jolson which it must exercise by 
Feb. 15. In making its deal through 
1 Music Corp. 
| agency declined to specify 





America the 
the 


count. It was Jolson who insisted on 


the of 


| the forfeit. 
Among S&M’s accounts are Kraft 
| and Colgate. The former account is 
now using ‘The Great Gildersleeve’ 
series on NBC Sunday evenings, 
No Deal with Kate Smith 
Miami Beach, Jan. 27. 


Meets With Circuit Reps in D.C. 


> _— 


With wartime precautions for the- 
atres varying considerably, and with 
a lot of exhibitor-managers not 
knowing what to do or doing noth- 
ing so far, steps have been initiated 
by Washington looking to an official 
set of air-raid rules for all picture 
houses throughout the nation. Plan 
'is to devise regulations that will be 
sufficiently broad to cover any type 
of operation from the smallest ‘shote- 
gun’ up to the Music Hall, N. Y. 


With a view to drafting a pros- 
;pectus for the entire country, a 
|meeting was called in Washington 
Friday (23) by Everett King of the 
Training Promotion Unit of the Of- 
fice of Civilian Defense to get the 
ball rolling. 


Session with King and others in 
the OCD was attended by Si Fabian, 
|New York-New Jersey circuit op- 
| erator: Robert M. Weitman, repre- 
| senting the Paramount chain; John 
| Payette, zone manager for Warner 


| Bros. in the Washington area: John 





| Eberson, theatre architect; Sidney 
|Lust, Washington circuit operator 


long prominent in exhibitor politics; 
Hardie Meakin, of RKO’s Washing- 
ton theatres; Carter Barron, district 
manager for Loew’s; H. G. Barbee, 
Jr., general manager of the Lichtman 


ac- | 


(Continued on vage 20) 


‘HARVARD THIS YR. GIVES 
4’ TO BETTY GRABLE 


Al Jolson and Ted Collins couldn't | 


get together on coin, for the Kate 
Smith show, which has a $1,500 top 
for its guesters, and Lou Holtz will 
inaugurate the first-from-Miami 
| broadcasts. Jolson was willing to 
'do it for $3,000, and donate the en- 
tire sum to the Red Cross. 


weeks with recordings and live talent was thunderous and over- Quite a contingent of showfolk 
used to illustrate the work. Course; Wwhelmed the comedian, who re-|eoming in with the Kate Smith-Ted 
will delve into history of jazz and peatedly wanted to know, ‘Do you /Collins entourage, including Betty 
individual sta Benny Goodman is /Treally mean it? And if you do,|Grable, Jack Oakie for guest-shots 
to guest opening night. may I come back—as that is about | and also to tie in with ‘Song of the 
Goffin, now editing ‘Voice of the only thing we people in show |[sjands’ (20th) film which debuts 
France’ mag in this country is also, business can do as our bit in the here Feb. 6 
a lawyer, poet, checker wiz, champ | 8reat war effort.’ Jolson’s pianist, Martin Freed, has 
ice-skater, amateur chef and has a Keynoting a new style of one- arrived to accompany the star on his 
rep as a strong man, He’s 43 (Continued on page 53) (Continued on page 36) 
With regard to the embarrassment Saturday The cross-fire of who did (or didn’t) do 
ial ; ; / hat in this iss s] > confused with 
(24) of Greta Garbo’s non-appearance on the Wat in this me hould not - confused wit 
‘ - . ’ : anv purely extraneous considerations as to 
March of Dimes’ broadcast over NBC: the ° : ‘ ae | | | 
whether Greta Garbo ‘ought’ to help the In- 
attempt since then to drag her record on char- — fantile Paralysis drive. That is a decision for 


ity into the case to cover up somebody s careé- Miss (sarbo and now that she has been thrust 
lessness completely ignores the point that if | into an awkward situation it seems unsports 
Miss Garbo did decide to make her radio debut manly to excuse the attempted exploitat 
she micht think iwice hefore é S ng th ~ ( b 1 y e oO yt 
important event to the man ho wrote tl to be so unoDdb 
script that got Mae West so nicely jammed ‘ 
up Ot the radi ) True | i a Cd tl ‘ 

_ old | de a ¢ ot Vliss Gsarho has t he 

On the Hollywood side thet sad ict bad 4 \ more sé 

tendency to blame Arch Oboler, a radio lel t , protection oO ler interests Was indispens 
who has made a specialty of getting film stars able if this was, as it seems, a bold faced bid 
to appear on radio programs for small wages, — to force an un illing star to give in. It seems 


or none. Hollywood teels tha 


extended himself this time and got caught in 
a snarl of his own presumptions, 


Oboler seems to base his 


the circumstances that Metro-( 


release authorized by Oboler 
by the ‘March of Dimes’ throu 
seems to introduce a side-issue 


the main question of whether anybody should, 


whole 


t Oboler over- 


case on 
ioldwyn-Mayer 
iginal publicity Anyway cor 
and circulated careless in eth 
oh NBC. This _ It to 
as an alibi for 


seems 


make a 


fairly clear that Oboler, wit 
ciates in the matter, did expect to use great 
names and great causes to accomplish through 
a ‘shame play’ 
could not put through. 


be 


) 
h or without asso- 


the consent that direct appeal 


isidered, the whole episode is 
ics and high-handed in manner. 


a deliberate maneuver to put 


Miss Garbo into a situation where she had to 


gestur 


e of ‘Aimericanism’ to offset a 


in the name of sweet charity or patriotism, or 
any other cause, no matter how worthy. have 
the temerity to announce to the public the 
supposed appear: nce of a celebrity at a certain 


| 


date without the unmistakable consent of the 


( prii ipal. 


conveyed hint that her ‘foreign’ origin needs 
such a gesture. 

This episode may clarify a lot of bad reasons 
and bad 
this rf 


methods for doing worthy things in 


The Harvard Lampoon has award- 
|ed its annual ‘oscars.’ One goes to 
Betty Grable for the ‘most consist- 
ently worst’ performances and an- 
| other to Veronica Lake as ‘the worst 
discovery of 1941.’ Robert Bench- 
ley, Jr., is the editor of the collegiate 
funny pape! 


Last year Ann Sheridan received 
a dubious citation from the Lam- 
poon and came east to meet the 
fresh Harvard boys. Evidently the 
crimson cutups are aiming at a 
double-feature this year. 

— = —] 
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UA Participation in Theatre Operation 
Again Up for Discussion on Coast 


———— +; 
One of the principal topics of con- | 
sideration at the conclave of United 
Artists execs on the Coast during the 
past 10 days is understood to have 
been the acquisition of theatres. UA Holiywood, Jan. 27. 
started on a big theatre purchasing| Jake Milstein returned East after 
drive last spring, but with the un- | two-week survey on distribution of 
certain management situation  it/training films for the government. 
stalled and the only acquisition was It’s likely hell make a South 
a half-interest in the United Artists| American tour soon to negotiate dis- 
theatre in San Francisco. Further | tribution deals for independent pro- 
expansion from there is said to be} ducers. 
the plan now under consideration. 

Coast huddles, which were also for 
the purpose of discussing what’s to! bd 
be done on the new Carole Lombard | CISC er ro S 
starrer, ‘To Be or Not to Be,’ and, 


other subjects, are slated to wind up | 





Milstein East 








this week. Sales chief Carl Leser- | 
man and pub-ad head Monroe} artcon eatures 
Greenthal are skedded to arrive} 


; 
back in New York today (Wednes- | 


day), while Edward Raftery, Grad | 6 9 
Sears and Laudy Lawrence are due | fer I ll 
back early next week. ® 


Discussions on theatre plans were | 
held, it is reported, with D. J. Mc- 
Nerney, former UA branch manager 
in San Francisco and a partner with 
Joe Blumenfeld in the Blumenfeld 
circuit in California. Blumenfeld 
and McNerney are UA’s partners in 
the United Artists theatre in S. F. 

There were several plans under 
consideration by which UA could 
widen its holdings in cooperation 
with Blumenfeld and McNerney. | 
One is to buy into the Blumenfeld | 





Fleischer Studios, Miami, execs 
are planning to discontinue feature 
length cartoon production for the 
duration of the war owing to short- 
ages of some materials, which hamp- 
ered ‘Mr. Bug Goes to Town’ in 
final stages, and also due to simul- 
taneous stepping up in production 
of short subject cartoons from 20 to 
32 for 1942. ‘Mr. Bug’ will report- 





circuit and then for the combination! edly be the last of the feature 
to expand from there, gradually| length cartoons to come _ from 
coming east. That's said to be the | Fleischer, barring unexpected de- 


plan favored by UA. ; velopments, until the war is over. 
Blumenfeld and McNerney, on the! One reason for discontinuation 

other hand, are said to be desirous | given is that detail work on feature 

that UA pick up a corresponding | length product has delayed shorts, 


Cowdin Sees U.S. 
Pix Biz Upbeat 


pation in World War No. 2 will have 





number of houses to theirs on the} for which there appears to be in- 
Coast and then the two parties put| creasing demand. Anticipated also 
all theatre holdings together on an| that shorts characters and scripts | 
equal participating basis. Blumen-| wil] be pointed for military and | 


feld circuit consists now of about 20} 
houses in S. F., Oakland, Berkeley, | 
Marin county and towns of northern | 
California. 


morale values. 

Shortage of imported pigments Sor | 
paints and of aluminum, which is the 
base of acetate discs in recording | 





| created difficulty in completing | 
Greentha] Completes Campaign | ‘Bug.’ Studio technicians finally 


used glass base for the recordings 
and compounded synthetic bases for 
pigments required in color work. 


Hollywood, Jan. 27. 

Carl Lesserman, sales chief, and} 
Monroe Greenthal, ad-publicity head | 
of United Artists, trained back to! 


conferences with member-owners| LOEW'S, RKO, BRANDT 
and viewing new pictures. Green-| ‘ ; 
EXTEND ‘DIMES’ DRIV 





thal completed the new campaign! 
for the Jack Benny-Carole Lombard | 
starrer, ‘To Be or Not To Be.’ Also! 
under discussion were the day-date 


runs of ‘To Be’ in keys starting Feb.| Dimes campaign in the theatres to- 





“ day (28), many N. Y. houses, includ- 
“d Raftery and Gradwell Sears|ing those of such large chains as 


Staying over another week for fur-| Loew’s, RKO and the Brandt Bros.. 
ther talks with UA producers on 
starting 
tember Arrangements were com- 
pleted for David Loew and Al Lewin 
to deliver two pictures for new ; 
son, with David O. Selznick prob-} hich 
ably 


birthday. 


According to reports so far 


end. 


7 . ceipts, while one claims the collec- 
Selznick has been negotiating with] tions are 40%. 
bankers for a $3,000,000 loan, which| From the 10.000 trailers sent 
it’s understood has been consum-} py National Screen on the drive. it 
mated, but he has not yet signed a} j< hoped several thousand dollars’ 


commitment for the obligation. | worth of silver may be reclaimed 
Ross Shattuc Fels waht ; . ee ies 
Me hattuc k, New York artist,| With that in view, theatres are being 
is doing a rush job here on art de- | asked to return the trailers 

tails for layouts on the Carole Lom- | 


bard-Jack Benny co-starrer, ‘To Be | rt 
or Not to Be,’ for United Artists re- Avg. W eekly Wage $49 
lease. 


For 14,824 Studio Workers 


Holly wood 


Monroe Grseenthal is reviving the 


advertising campaign to make it com- Jan. 27 


ri ¢ } os) lionifisad x vy 1, , . 
+ ri in a more dignified way with Weekly average of wage earners in 
j2ec mbara’ec lanth Iroha } o 
Miss Lombard’s death. Probable re- | film industry last month (December) 
lease date is Feb. 26. 


was lower than the November total, 
but showed a gain of 25% same 


REP. BUDGETS $800,000 havo in 1940 


December weekly payroll amount- 


over 





its picture based on British shock , td 
troops and titled ‘Make Way For | tainers for Film 
the Commandos.’ | Peet 


Studio is speeding production to Due to requirements of tin in the 
war program, new prints from film 


get to the tap before other com- . : 
panies with same subject matter. laboratories to exchanges will be 
shipped hereafter in cardboard or 


FOR PIC ON ( ed to $727,614. Average weekly en- 
OMMANDOS velope for 14,824 workers was $49 
Hollywood, Jan. 27. | GOODBYE TIN 
Republic is pouring $800,000 into | 
P g into | Fiberboard Boxes Okayed As Con- 





Pereira Designs ‘Kingdom’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 27. , 

William Pereira has taken over | 
the post of production designer for 
the David O. Selznick production of 
‘The Keys of the Kingdom’. Job was 
created by Selznick for ‘Gone With 
the Wind’ and subsequently taken up 
by other studios. 

Pereira also is serving as chief 
architect for Motion Picture Relief 
Fund's Country House, refuge for 
indigent screen players. 


tions approved by the 
Commerce Commission in Washing- 
ton. Petition to replace tin with 
fibre boxes was made on behalf of 
the film industry by A. S. Dickin- 
son, conservation department di- 
rector of the Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers & Distributors Assn. 


cardboard containers, because of 
insulating property of materials, are 
even better protection inst 
than tin cans. 





aon 
and 








| 
| 





s€a-| ceived, collections are running very | interest in news happenings 

° ° | 
leti with some theatres saying they | 
completing one toward year’s} are 10 to 20% of the boxoffice re- | break of the war in Europe in 1939. 


out| business to serve 


fiberboard boxes, under new regula- | 
Interstate | 


Tests have been made showing that 


fire | 





MAXINE SULLIVAN 


‘Variety’ said: “She's standard 
and an asset in any theatre.” 

Opening Friday, Jan. 30, Apollo 
Theatre, New York; State Thea- 
tre, Hartford, to follow. Thanks 
to Jack Bertell. 

Management 
MCA ARTISTS, LTD. 








In Face of War 


Just what effect the U. S. partici- 


on the motion picture industry is 
covered by J. Cheever Cowdin, 


———— 


All-Time High Amus. Tax Yield 
Of $87,829,794 By U.S. In “4] 











‘ ? . Washington, Jan. 27. 2 
Start Bel April 15 Federal Government’s grab from 
patrons of amusements during 194] | 
Hollywood, Jan. 27. |—with the 10c starting point re- 


Paramount has set April 15 as the 
starting date of ‘For Whom the Bell 
Tolls,’ Ernest Hemingway tale, long 
delayed by casting troubles. 

By that time Gary Cooper, male 
star, and Sam Wood, director, will 
be free of other assignments. 


Serlin Nixes Pix 


flected only in collection figures for 
two months ‘hough stiffer levy was 
in effect for three months—strat- 
osphered to $87,829,794. 


The final Treasury collection fig- 
ures (which are a barometer for 
actual admissions during the first 11 
months of 1941) revealed a gain of 
$1,001,481 for the second month the 

















chairman of Universal's board of di- 
rectors, in his annual statement to 
stockholders, this being the first film 
company to render a financial state- 
ment on year’s earnings since Amer- 
ica declared war. 

Admitting it is a bit early to gauge 
with any accuracy the fui! effect of 
U. S. participation, Cowdin ex- 
pressed confidence that the recent 
drop in film theatre attendance is 
only temporary and that business 
shortly will return to normal ‘if it 
does not exceed it.’ He cited that 
in Great Britain, Australia, Canada 
and other countries where the war 


has placed a great strain upon the | 


people and armed forces, the need 
for having entertainment constantly 
and conveniently available has be- 


come increasingly jmportant and has | 
Instead of closing the March of} been recognized as so by the au- 
| thorities. 


The Universal chairman recounted 
how attendance at picture theatres 
dropped off sharply after the unex- 


: , have decided to extend the drive] pected attack on Hawaii by the Japa- 
production season in Sep-/ through Friday (30), the President’s| nese. However, he pointed out, such 

1a decline is not unusual during pe- 
re-| riods of intense public anxiety or 


that ian 
lav, a 


similar decline was noted at the out- 


Cowdin said that the U management 
has confidence in the ability of film 
the needs of the 
people in the U. S., and that the 
loss of some skilled workers or ex- 
| ecutives to armed services and de- 
| fense production, while adding to 
problems of operation, should not 
| seriously interfere with the orderly 
conduct of business. 


ties in the Pacific, Cowdin admitted 
this extends warfare to another area 
in which Universal in years past en- 
joyed substantial markets Volume 
of business recently in such 
countries as Japan, he said, however, 
| had been seriously restricted by gov- 
ernment regulations and other 
tors. He stated that the total vol- 
ume of business last year in China, 


done 


the Philippines, India, Japan, Java, 
|}and Dutch East Indies, Straits Set- | 
tlement and French Indo-China 


} 
| represented only 2.3% of U's gross 
| revenues. 
Besides such loss of revenues, Uni- 
versal has certain assets in foreign 
countries with which we now are 
| at war or in nations occupied by such 


enemies. Cowdin explained that 
; such assets are being written off 
| during the current year and that 


the company has set up a 100% re- 
serve against investments in Japan, 
| Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Norway, 
| Denmark and Germany amounting 
to about $230,000. 


FP-C Sells 600G Stock 


Montreal, Jan. 27. 
Famous Players-Canadian 
ihas sold a $600,000 412% issue, 
| turing June 1, 1951. 
Issue sold to Wood Grundy & Co. 
jand Pitfield & Co. at 100. 


ma 





Regarding the outbreak of hostili- | 


fac- | 


Corp., 


bite was on every ducat from 10c 1 
up. December collections, showing ‘ 
November turnstile traffic, aggre- 
e gated $11,412,678, another all-time 
high and nearly $5,000,000 above the ‘ 
0. S 0 C average haul under the former 2lc 1 
rate. 
4 9 With the statistical experts figur- ( 
Moon as Pla |ing the present tariff will yield in { 
V ine vicinity of $130,000,000 annually, , 
| the Treasury chalked up a total 
from amusement-seekers in 1941 ] 
' that more than doubles the amount ‘ 
Offers of several film companies | ever collected from this source be- ‘ 
to participate in financing legit Pro- |fore. The total haul in pennies, 
duction of John Steinbeck’s The | nickels and dimes was more than | 
Moon Is Down’ have been refused | four times as much as the Govern- 
ll ee ragy ode nent ment shared during the depression 
—s , ‘days (when the impost hit only per- 
particularly anxious to put up part pe+ spending 4lc io more). fata , 
of the coin for the een |pared with 1941's aggregate of $87. 
wratils fone Wade etanedie"pe Wook of [saree eee eee tame to 260,102. , 
7 hr | 367 during 1940 an 974,027 in 
the Month Club’s April selection. —_| 1937, the nei most productive years. 
Serlin said yesterday tn gpa Stiffer taxes on radios and phono- i 
ae his deal with Steinbeck gave | p:anhs brought a further rise in the { 
im and the author participation in |yield from this source, and with the . 
the screen rights. In other words, | miscellaneous other taxes falling in , 
eo og ce gy ety, Argonne ai large part on amusement pueveyers, 
rectly Via tne DOOkK, bul mus the Goverriment snared over $4,- 
| bought following the usual three- 500.000. Collections were: radios 
| week period of the Broadway run, / and phonographs, $2,348,801, a climb q 
junder Dramatists Guild rules. of over $1,600,000 above 1940: rec- 


Dramatization is about completed, lords. $123,591; musical instruments, 


|Serlin declared, and the play will | ¢399'968- coin-operated devices, $1,- 
|g0 into production as soon as the | 538 851; and bowling alleys and pool 4 
|two principal roles are filled. ltables, $268,197. 





Because of rate changes, there was 
no indication yet that the war pro- 
{duction has had any marked effect 
on sales of radios, while the priority 
‘orders, requiring reduced output, 
were not in effect in time to be re- 
flected in the 1941 tax returns. 


SAG IS GIVEN APPROVAL 
‘TO CURB ROWDY EXTRAS 








Hollywood, Jan. 27. 
Following a conference last night 


(Monday), Central Casting gave | Par Pushing Defense 





| Screen Actors’ Guild okay to mete 
}out any punishment necessary to oni © 
‘curb sel out in its ranks of 6,000 Bond Sale Within Own : 
| extras. Recent unrest in extra \ 
|groups was climaxed by attacks on Co., H. 0. Holds Rally 
|Central’s employees and disciplinary r 
action is said to be necessary to curb — C 
the rowdy tactics. In teeing off a drive in Para- c 
Guild has been handling class B} mount for the purchase of defense I 
|workers, but it’s proposed more| bonds and savings stamps, Stanton t 
| drastic action is necessary to clean up | Griffis, at a meeting of the entire t 
the situation. Disciplinary measures| N.Y. home-office personnel _ last t 
have not yet been adopted, but it’s | week. said he was down for $20,000, c 
believed offenders will be punished | as was Barney Balaban, president of E 
;}by giving them long layoffs from | the company, while Y. Frank Free- a 
daily calls, | man, v.p. in charge of production, C 


' , | has subseribed for $45,000, of which 
| $25.000 is for himself and $20,000 for 
L. A. to N. Y. Y. Frank Freeman, Jr., who's now 
the service. 
While noting to Par 
that it isn’t compulsory to subscribe { 
| to purchase of bonds, the expecta- 
| tion of Griffis and other top execus 


ame 


Joe E. Brown. in 
Steve Broidy. 
Everett Crosby. 
Linda Darnell. 
Bette Davis. 


employees 
| 




















3rian Donlevy. | tives is said to be that there will be ¢ 
Phillip Dunne. | 100% representation and that the t 
Florence George. |employees will subscribe to all they 
Monroe Greenthal. can conveniently carry. . 
Harold Grey. At the general personnel met P 
Tom Harrington. three $25 bonds were dispensed to c 
Olivia de Havilland. as many employees on a drawing fi 
Mann Holiner. | that was held. The three bonds : 
Carl Lesserman, were donated by Griffis, who is . 
Nat Lief | chairman of the executive commit- - 
Ann Mille | tee of the company. 
Jake Milstein. | Many organizations, in and out of " 
James Monks. show business. are making author- v 
Constance Moore, 2 ‘ : — “om pay- ¥ 
. ized weekly deductions from pay 

| Charles Nordhomm checks to 10 toward the purchase of F 

| Phil Rapp. be i. ie © “a t A for em- 

| ‘William Ragnor. Ho or Savings stamps 

| Stanley J. Rubin. — 

| Rosalind Russell. a7 

| William A. Scully. ‘ ? 
George West. AMERICAN WAY’ WILL 

| Adolph Zukor. 

| GET FILMING AT COL a 

| N. Y. to L.A. F 

| Elisabeth Bergner. Hollywood, Jan. 27. - 

| Dave Chasen. Film rights to ‘The American _ 

| Charles Coburn. | Way,’ legit spectacle, have been ac- V 

oe |quired for early spring shooting at e: 

. Frank Freeman. Columbia. George Stevens will pro- 

| Leon Fromkess. duce and direct when he kas fin- 

| S. R. Kent. ished ‘The Gentlemen Misbehave.’ 

| Helen Mack. his current chore. 

| Tom McAvity. Stage piece was authored three 
Pat O’Brien. years ago by George Kaufman and 


' 


George Raft. 
George Schaefer. 
| Elihu Winer. 


Moss Hart, co-starring Fredric 
March and Florence Eldridge at the 
Center, N. Y. 
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Goldwyn- UA Deal Unlikely; Distrib 
Won't Match RKO’s Low Terms 








Hollywood, Jan. 27. 

Overtures by Sam Goldwyn to re- 
turn to the United Artists fold for 
distribution of his pictures are not 
likely to develop any serious discus- 
sions, as UA is disinclined to match 
the terms of Goldwyn’s RKO deal. 

Under the RKO arrangement, 
Goldwyn gets worldwide distribu- 
tion for 17%%, with the producer 
taking out his cost before RKO cuts 
in for its distribution fee. On ‘Ball 
of Fire,’ which cost Goldwyn around 
$1,000,000, RKO must return income 
it derived on film equal to this 
amount before taking its own cut. 

Deal, unparalleied im film biz, was 
negotiated for Goldwyn by Leo 
Spitz, who was paid a $50,000 fee for 
negotiating the contract. 

UA and other companies releasing 
for indie producers are opposed to 
such an arrangement on the ground 
that the low distribution fee would 
invite loss. UA insists on same fee 
from the first dollar for distribution 
which obtains in dealings with other 
producers and member-owners. 

Goldwyn’s two-picture  distribu- 
tion deal with RKO ends with ‘Ball 
of Fire.’ 


WB Offers Raise 
To Cagney, Now 
Talking with UA 


Hollywood, Jan. 27. 
Warners is dangling a flattering 
proposition at James Cagney in an 
effort to balk further discussions 
with United Artists. 
He is presently drawing 
per picture against 10% of the gross 





$150,000 





on a contract which expires with 
completion of ‘Yankee Doodle | 
Dandy,’ now well along in produc- 
tion. Understood Warners is willing 
to make other concessions and raise 
the ante to hold him. UA proposal 
calls for a Cagney unit, with brother, 
Bill, as producer, with financial aid 
and UA personnel made available to 
Cagney’s production setup, 





Boyer Gets Salary-% 
In Actor-Prod. Deal 


Hollywood, Jan. 27. 
Combination status of actor- -pro- 


| Pallos, a 
| worked with Korda abroad, 


ducer for Charles Boyer is con- | 
tained in a contract signed with 
Universal. He will produce and | 
Star in some pictures and handle | 
Production only on others. Deal 
Calls for salary and percentage on 


films he produces. 

_ Boyer reports at Universal to in- 
itiate the two-way contract after he 
completes ‘The Constant Nymph’ at 
Warners and disc harges a one-pic- 
ture Lae at Paramount. Uni- 
versal deal for his exclusive services 


Was negotiated by Charles Kenneth 
Feldman. 





Kent, Connors’ Plans 





Hollywood, Jan. 27. 
Sidney R. Kent and Tom Connors 
arrived here for confabs with 20th- 
Fox execs, also to look at forthcom- 
ing releases. 


Kent returns east at the end of 


a While Connors and Herman 
Obber make swing around 20th 
exchanges, 








Before departing Connors stated 
€ was not becoming sales send 
of the company, as reported, to suc- | 
ceed Herman Wobber, who as-j} 
Sertedly will remain on the Coast as | 
Pacific district manager of | 


20t} i 
his own request. 


Sales 


|about two weeks. 
| to 


F(l)agged Out 


Hollywood, Jan. 27. 

Diets, long a fad with film 
luminaries, are proving a deter- 
rent to their patriotic motives, 
When call went out for dona- 
tions to the Red Cross blood 
bank, many of the top names 
had to -be rejected due to 
aenemia and shortage of the 
necessary corpuscles. 

Medicos ascribed the  de- 
ficiency to lack of body-building 
nourishment, directly  attrib- 
utable ‘to making § studio-side 
weight. 


CANADA FIXES 
CEILING ON 
ADMISSIONS 


Regina, Sask., Jan. 27. 

Basie rates of admission to pic- 
ture theatres cannot be increased 
because they come under the price 
ceiling, theatremen have been told 
by James Stewart, administrator of 
service, Wartime Prices and Trade 
Board, Toronto. The ‘ceiling’ does 
not apply to the legitimate the- 
atre. 

‘Admission fees cannot be greater 
than the basic rate charged between 











Sept. 15 and Oct. 11, 1941, in motion 
picture houses,’ the administrator 
said, 





Korda Seeking London 
Passage; Silverstone 
Resigns as N. Y. Rep 


Pallos, Alex 


partner, who been 


Korda’s 
supervising 
for 
the | 


Steven ander 
has 
eastern sales representation 
ctively take 
post himself with de- 
Emanuel Silverstone in 
Pallos is expected 
York next week 
tour of South 


Korda, will a over 
eastern rep 


parture of 


return to New 
a six-week 
America. 





Silverstone for a number 
had been Korda’s eastern rep. When 
Hungarian who had long 
came to 


of years 


'this country in 1940 he assumed 
supervision of Silverstone in the 
east, although Silverstone continued 


to handle most of the detail of con- 
tract approval 


Silverstone, a brother of former 
United Artists’ chieftair Murray 
Silverstone, has been with Korda 
about eight years He’s presently 
negotiating for another post in the 
| film industry. 

Korda has been in the east for 
about three weeks He plans to 
leave shortly for England and ex- 


pected to learn in Washington yes- 
terday (Tuesday) when he would 
be able to depart from the U. S. He 
said he anticipated he might remain 
abroad about three months. He re- 
fused to say one way or the other 
about the prospects of resuming pro- 
duction in England, 


BISCHOFF ENDS 2-YEAR 
STAY AT COLUMBIA 


Hollywood, Jan. 27. 
Sam Bischoff checks out of the 
Columbia studio March 1l‘at the ex- 
piration of his two-year producer 








pact. Currently he is putting the 
finishing touches to ‘Two Yanks in 
Trinidad.’ 

Deals with other majors are now 
in negotiation. 


149% INCREASE 
RIA LOGALS 


—_—___ 


Agreement Reached With 
Eight Key Studio Unions 
—Many New Conditions 
Arranged in 3 Weeks of 
N. Y. Huddles Which 
Means Added Cost 








‘GOOD DEAL’ 





More than $3,000,000 will be added 
to the studio labor bill as result of 
the increases and changes in work- 
ing conditions granted to the local 
unions of the International Alliance 
of Theatrical Stage Employees fol- 
lowing three weeks of negotiation 
in New York, according to reliable 
estimates. When the costs are com- 
puted, taking into account the added 
pressure on payrolls because of 
many conditions imposed by the IA 
locals, it is believed the increase 
will run from 12 to 14%. 

This is in addition to the increase 
of between $1,500,000 and $2,000,000 
being borne by studios in conse- 
quence of the deals made last fall 
with six international unions that 
are signatory to the five-year basic 
agreement. 

The IA, which is not party to the 
basic agreement and does not in- 
tend to return to it, represents 10 
different locals in the studios. One 
of these, the laboratory technicians, 
made its own deal independently of 
the IA late last summer, while an- 
other, the projectionists, accepted a 
10% boost last fall following lengthy 
N. Y. sessions in which agreement 
could not be reached with the other 
eight (grips, soundmen, cameramen, 
lamp operators, wardrobe workers, 
makeup artists, studio utility em- 
ployees and propertymen). 

The eight studio locals, 
along under their old deals, resumed 





tives 
| afte 


huddles with representa- 
. Fae 2 ago and 
r daily which 


(Ci 


producer 
three weeks 
sessions, many of 
18) 


in 
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‘Hughes Still Indefinite 


On Action Against Ban 
Of ‘Outlaw’ By Censors 


More than $1,000,000 which How- 
ard Hughes has had tied up in ‘The 
Outlaw’ since last spring may con- 


gather m indefinitely. 


aircraft m 


tinue to SS 
Millionaire 
and film producer 
in making up his mind on what he'll 
do about the N. Y. State Board of 
Regent’s action a couple weeks ago 
in upholding an earlier censorial 
ban on the film 


Hughes has his choice of taking 
his case to the Al ype te Div ion of 
the Supreme Court yr ( oring 
four scenes and bits of dialog ob 
jected to by the Regent Cuts con- 
sist principally of shots of star Jane 
Russell, in an extremely low-cut 
ldress. leaning forward toward the 
camera 

To obtain a Hays office seal 
Hughes has already been forced to 

|slice shots of Miss Russell—who’s 


making her film debut—in the same 
low-cut dress leaning forward over 
a mirror. 

Hughes has been 
mant about making 


extremely 
any further dele- 


tions. He’s already simultaneously 
fighting censors’ nixes in several 
lother states and it is considered 
ilikely that he will take the New 
York ban to court. penser companies 
usually make cuts without much bat- 


| publicity 


ire to get 
as possible 
in- 


tling because of their de 
films into release as soon 
and avoid keeping an expensive 
vestment in cans on a shelf. 
Meantime, Miss Russell, who is un- 
der exclusive contract to Hughes, can 
make no other films. She’s engaged 
much of the time in. posing 
pictures for fan and pic- 
mags, all of them anxious for 
to the disputed ones in 


ture 
shots similar 


tne film, 


coasting | 


anufacturer | 
is taking his time |} 


ada- | 


for | 


TUDIO LABOR UP $3,000,000 





Mellet Assures ‘Free’ Screen In 


Talk With Freeman; Choice of Story 
Material Entirely Up to Producers 





~Proboscis Trouble 


Los Angeles, Jan. 27. 

Retreading job on Lou Clay- 
ton’s schnoz is the basis of $75,600 
damage suit filed by the former 
stage partner of Jimmy Durante 
against Dr. Josef Ginsburg, plas- 
tic surgeon. Clayton charges that 
the makeover of his beezer was 
to improve his breathing and 
beautify his smeller, and instead, 
the proboscis is permanently dis- 
figured, thereby impairing his 
earning capacity as an actor. 

Dr. Ginsburg’s defense is that 
Clayton fhiled to follow instruc- 
tions on the care of the retread 
job after the trim was completed. 


PIX CO. ATTYS. 
HUDDLE ON 
PROBLEMS 


Overall problems of the picture in- 
dustry, general matters applying to 
both the Coast and eastern setups, 
public and labor relations, mechani- 
cal problems and other broad topics 
are under more or less confidential 
discussion at meetings in New York 
attended by Hollywood studio and 
h.o. attorneys. 

Counsel from Hollywood, slipping 
| into N. Y. quietly for the star cham- 
ber sessions at a local hotel, include 
Mendel Silberberg, who represents 
RKO and Columbia; Herbert Freston, 
|of Warners, and Maurice Benjamin, 
of the Coast firm of Loeb, Walker & 
Loeb, which represents Metro. The 
a? wood attorneys have been in 
| the east for a week and will prob- 
| ved remain another in view of the 
j 

















scope of the discussions. 

~ sal legal lights huddling wi 
| the Coast group includes Austin C 
Keough, v.p. and general counsel of 
Paramount; J. Robert Rubin, v.p. and 
general counsel of Metro, and Joseph 
W. Hazen, general counsel of War- 
ners. 

Parleys in N. Y. will probably lay 
the groundwork for a general survey 
of the industry, including ways and 
means of improving public-labor re- 
lations, ete. 


KELLEY, MURPHY GIVEN | 
ADDED DUTIES AT U 


« 





Hollywood. Jan. 27 

Wide ead f exe tive dutle 
2 r nas ye€ yrdered y 
Nate Blumberg in ifting new re- 
ilities to Pan Kelley and 

VI n Murpt Both are vetera! 
rf e Valley tudio and vy l work 
n closer association wit! Cliff 
Work. studio head Kell take 
charge of all creative talent. artists, 
writers and directors, while Mur- 
phy, now in his 27th year at the 


| studio, looks after production opera- | 


| tions and studio management. 

In the new shuffle, 
moves over from publicity, where he 
istant to John Josephs, to 
head the casting department under 
Kelley. Also on Kelley’s staff are 


Was aSs 


Leonard Cripps, story editor, and 
Reginald Allen, scenario editor. 
Kelly joined Universal in 1930 as 


casting director. 





U Signs Ritzes 


Hollywood, Jan. 27. 


th | 











Robert Speers | 


| own financing 


| Ritz brothers have been signed to 
a three-picture deal at Universal. 
Studio is mulling various comedy) 


ertie 


p i) 





Motion picture industry will steer 
its own through troublous 
war times, selecting its own story 
material without any more definite 
guidance, or pressure, from the Gov- 
ernment than a willingness on the 
part of the latter to cooperate on re- 
quest. The clear cut policy, remove 
ing all rumors that the Administra- 
tion had plans for use of the screen, 
was outlined by Y. Frank Freeman, 
president of the Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers Assn. of Hollywood and top 
executive of the Paramount studio, 
in a discussion on his arrival in New 
York (23) following a conference 
with Lowell Mellett in Washington. 

Because of requests from numer- 
ous Washington departments for as- 
sistance from film producers and tal- 
ent, west coast executives several 
weeks ago requested the appoint- 
ment of a single official contact at 
the seat of Government. Mellett 
was selected by President Roosevelt 
for the spot. He has been connected 
with the White House staff for sev- 
eral years. 

As defined by Freeman, the work- 
ing arrangement promises most sat- 
isfactory operations. A single Gov- 
ernment link with the industry’s 
war activities committee will ex- 
pedite production of non-commercial 


course 


subjects. The demand for these 
from the Army and the Navy is 
likely to increase. Already the 


studios, under a plan supervised by 
Darryl F. Zanuck, have turned out 
a group of successful technica! films 
of value in the training courses for 
(Continued on page 34) 


Grease Skids For 
B Producers In 
Revamp at RKO 


Hollywood, Jan. 27. 
New setup for the profluction of 
at RKO is predicted fol- 
lowing the arrival of Prexy George 
Schaefer around Feb, 1, Understood 








‘B’ pictures 


the impending shakeup may mean 
the departure of J. R. McDonough, 
Cliff Reid, Howard Benedict and 
Bert Gilroy. At present, Reid is 
| the only ‘B’ producer actually han- 
dling a picture, one of the ‘Mexican 
Spitfire’ series co-starring Lupe 
Velez and Leon Errol 
Jed Harri: ff the payroll for 
i Tew lays J yack on tne JOD pree- 
paring a war comedy Pare Lo- 
rentz, about whose status there was 
speculation, is working on two 
tories for future production. 
Meanwhile, the retrenchment cam- 
paign by Earl Rettig, new studio 
manager, has resulted in the dis- 
missal of Wynne Haslam, head of 
the,stenographic department, and a 


few minor casualties. 


HURLEY CANCELS UA 
DEAL ON WAR CLAUSE 





Hollywood, Jan. 27. 
Hurley cited the war 
his contract to cancel his 
commitment with Uhited 
Artists. Deal for two pictures yearly 
for two years was signed last 
September, with UA balking at war- 
time cancellation clause, but Hurley 
insisted on that protection before 
Signing. 

Hurley was to have arranged his 
and didn’t want to be 
high budget ires at 


Harold 
clause in 
producer 


obligated for 


niet 


this time, 
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War's Stymie of U. 


S. Creative Writing 


Already Being Felt By Studio Story Eds 


Old adage that war cuts both the 


quantity and quality of the output 
of creative workers is beginning to 
be felt seriously by film studios. 
Books, on which picture companies 
had become accustomed to look for 
a goodly quantity of their script ma- 
terial, are no longer pouring into 
story departments as they did a year 
ago. Nor is the quality up to what 
it was formerly. 

Result is that far fewer books have 
been purchased this season than dur- 
ing recent years past. And what has 
been bought hasn’t brought the 
fancy prices of 1938-39, 1939-40 and 
1940-41. There’s been a distinct lack 


of outstanding best-sellers that stu- | 


dios bid for and snap up at fat fees. 

Decline now being felt in output 
of literary material suitable to films 
represents the stuff that was not 
written during the past year. Or- 
dinarily, the product of labors six 
months to a year ago would now 
be coming into story departments. 
That it’s not is a reflection of the 
same thing that happened to cre- 
ative works in Europe preceding and 
during the start of the war there. 

William J. Fadiman, Metro’s east- 
ern story ed, advances three major 
reasons for the U. S. decline: 

1. Many of the younger men who 
ordinarily would be writing have 
been drafted and deprived of the 
environment in which to work. 

2. Creative writers not in the 
Army have been unable to adjust 
themselves in a short time to a new 
world marked by war and crises. 





The Short Haul 


Hollywood, Jan. 27. 
Film cowboys are galloping 
close to home these day's to save 
tires. Rubber shortage has put 
a crimp to far-off location jaunts, 
and scouts are seeking canyons 
and ranchos within easy dis- 
tance of the studios. 
RKO is staking out locations 
for six Tim Holt westerns not 
far from the Hollywood Hills. 








| 


Republican Attacks U.S. 
$27,700,000 Propaganda 
Outlay as ‘Preposterous’ 


Washington, Jan, 27. 

Outlay for Federal propaganda 
and information in the last fiscal 
year amounted to $27,700,000, with 
the Agriculture Department setting 
a pace no other outfit could match 
and accounting for $11,887,700—or 
42.9%—of the total. 

Disclosure of Uncle Sam’s bally- 
hoo activities was made to the House 
during debate on the big Indepen- 
dent Offices Appropriation Bill. Spe- 
cial survey by the Budget Bureau 
revealed there are 2,995 full-time 
workers on the payroll concerned 
solely with pumping out informa- 
tion, answering queries, preparing 
films and broadcasts, and handling 














3. Book and mag publishers have | advertising, exhibits, etc. The part- 


been uncertain as to what the pub- | 


lic wants and consequently have con- 
centrated on ‘safe’ books. Latter | 
are generally non-fictional. 

Promise of better days ahead, | 
however, is seen by Fadiman. ‘Amer- 
ican authors, like Americans as a 
class, are extremely adaptable,’ he 
declared, ‘and in a short time we 
may expect that they’ll be in the 
rhythm of the new mode of things 
and writing as usual.’ 

Comparative unimportance of this 
season’s books is evidenced in the 
low prices brought. The two most 
recent ‘big’ buys have been at only 
$30.000 each. First was Paramount’s 
purchase of ‘The Storm,’ by George 
R. Stewart, and the second Warner 
Bros.’ acquisition of ‘Edge of Dark- 
ness’ by William Woods. Latter isn’t 
to be published until spring. It’s 
the story of the German invasion of 
Norway and subsequent efforts of 
the Norwegians to sabotage their 
Nazi conquerors. 


PAR READYING 
25 FOR RELEASE 


Hollywood, Jan. 27. 

In addition to 16 pictures ready 
for release, Paramount has nine 
more features in the cutting rooms, 
undergoing final touches of editing. 

Nine are ‘This Gun For Hire,’ 
‘True to the Army,’ ‘Beyond the 
Blue ‘Horizon,’ ‘Out of the Frying 
Pan,’ ‘Holiday Inn,’ ‘Mr. and Mrs. 
Cugat,’ ‘Take a Letter, Darling,’ 








‘American Empire’ and ‘I Live On- 


Danger.’ 


SUES RKO FOR $50,000 





timers numbered 31,618. 
Expenditure of such an amount 
was denounced as ‘preposterous’ by 
Representative Richard B. Wiggles- 
| worth, ranking Republican appro- 
|priations committeeman. Other 
|G.O.P. members also yelped for 
| economy in this direction. 
The Budget Bureau report showed 
| the chief item was for publications— 
booklets, reports, press releases, and 
such—and that radio and motion 
picture work involved only $1,000,- 
000. Paid advertising of various 
kinds cost only a little over $110,000. 


NOMINATE 14 PIX FOR 
ACADEMY ART AWARDS 


Hollywood, Jan. 27. 

Academy last week cleared the 
first set of pictures to be placed in 
nomination for 1941 awards. 
of 14 were placed in competition in 
the art direction bracket. 

In the black and white classifica- 
tion are ‘Citizen Kane,’ ‘Flame of 
New Orleans,’ ‘Hold Back the Dawn,’ 
‘How Green Was My Valley,’ ‘Ladies 
in Retirement,’ 
‘Sergeant York,’ ‘Sis Hopkins,’ ‘Son 
of Monte Cristo,’ ‘Sundown,’ ‘When 
Ladies Meet.’ In the color class ar2 
‘Blood and Sand,’ ‘Blossoms in the 
Dust’ and ‘Louisiana Purchase.’ 

Committee members must view all 
productions before their vote can be 
certified. 


WB Signs Jack Benny 
For ‘George Washington’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 27. 
Warners signed Jack Benny for a 
|second picture, Kaufman - Hart’s 
| ‘George Washington Slept Here.’ 








] 























Batch | 


‘The Little Foxes,’ | 


ON ‘TOM’PLAGIARISM) widow Wouan't Weep’ which goes 





Hollywood, Jan. 27. 
A damage suit for $50,000 
filed here by Helen Roisman against 


RKO. She charges her yarn, ‘There 


Is Destiny,’ was submitted to the 
studio in 1937 and was lifted for 
*Tom, Dick and Harry.’ 

She wants damages because the 
screen billing omitted her name as 
the author of the original story, and 
because she received no compensa- 
tion. 


Up-to-Dating ‘Desert Song’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 27. 
Vacuum cleaners are busy again 
on ‘The Desert Song,’ which has 
been accumulating dust for several 
years on Warners’ library shelf. 
This time the yarn is being re- 
written by Charles Grayson with a 
modern war background at Dakar. 
Dennis Morgz and Irene Manning 
are penciled in for the top spots. 











| into production soon. 


|Loew’s Stockholders Meet 
Feb. 3 After Long Delay 


Postponed annual = stockholders 
meeting of Loew’s, Inc., has been 
set fore next Tuesday (3). Regular 
meeting date is early in December. 

Re-election of directors and re- 
port of different officers will con- 
stitute the principal business at the 
meeting. Likely, too, that figures on 
the first 13 weeks of Loew’s current 
fiscal year will be revealed. Com- 
pany already has reported net 
profit of $11,134,593 for the fiscal 
year ending last August. 


JEAN MUSHES IN 
Hollywood, Jan. 27. 
Jean Parker and Ray Middleton 

drew top roles in ‘The Girl From 
Alaska’ which went into work yes- 
| terday (Mon.) at Republic. : 
| Armand Schaefer is producing and 
Nick Grinde directing. 





was | 


| 
| 











Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, Jan. 27. 

Phyllis Ruth got a contract ex- 
tension at Paramount. 

Universal tagged Jennifer Holt, 
daughter of Jack Holt, to a termer. 

Option on Sharon Douglas lifted 
by Edward Small. 

Metro renewed Bronislau Kaper 
as music conductor. 

Hal Medford, former radio writer, 
taken aboard the writer staff at 
Metro. 

Alan Hale’s option picked up by 
Warners. 

Phil Silvers 
20th-Fox. 

Philo Higley penned a scripting 
ticket at Columbia. 

George Tobias renewed by War- 
ners. 

William Shirley’s player option 
lifted by Republic. 

Jean Ames’ acting pact renewed 
| by Warners. 

John Sheppard’s§ actor 
picked up by 20th-Fox. 

Barbara Britton renewed by Para- 
mount. 

Robert Ellis and Helen Logan, 
writing team, renewed by. 20th-Fox, 

George Givot inked four-picture- 
a-year pact for five years with Hal 
Roach. 

William Wright 
ticket at Columbia. 


Sparks Deadpans 
Plea’ to Public 


On ‘Little Foxes 


Action of Samuel Goldwyn last 
| week in taking directly to the public 
|his battle with the Sparks circuit on 
iterms for “The Little Foxes’ has re- 
sulted in no change in the situation. 
Sparks, Paramount affiliate which 
controls virtually all theatres in 
Florida, has greeted the Goldwyn 
ads in 14 Florida towns with stony 
silence. 

Goldwyn sold the picture away 
from Sparks, putting it into the 
seven indie houses available in the 
state. Ads were placed in other 
cities to tell people why they weren’t 
iseeing ‘Foxes’ and giving the closest 
town (sometimes 50 miles or more 
away) where it might be seen. 

Dispute with Sparks hinges on 
circuit’s refusal to book the film on 
anything but flat rental, which isn’t 
lacceptable to Goldwyn. Sparks is 
| the second chain from which ‘Foxes’ 
|has been sold away. First was the 
|Saenger, controlling some 100 
houses in Louisiana, Mississippi and 
| Alabama. 
| Cost of Florida ad campaign to 
Goldwyn was only about $200, linage 
rates being low in the Florida 
papers, 


UA ‘PIMPERNEL SMITH’ 
IN CHANGE TO ‘MR. V’ 


United Artists has rechristened 
‘Pimpernel Smith’ as ‘Mister V.’ 
| English-made film opens under the 
new title at the Rivoli, N. Y., fol- 
lowing the current run of ‘Joan of 
Paris.’ 

Leslié Howard is 
jin ‘Mister V,’ having produced, 
directed and starred. Film’s about 
an absent-minded Cambridge prof 
|who undertakes to liberate a num- 
ber of prominent prisoners in Nazi 
concentration camps. 











inked a deal with 
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a triple-threat 


| It was acquired by UA with funds | 
|frozen in England and is being re-| 
leased under the banner of the new| 


| United Artists Productions, 


Warbird Wellman Will 








Hollywood, Jan. 27. 

Director assignment on “Thunder 
| Birds,’ aviation picture in Techni- 
color for 20th-Fox, goes to William 
| Wellman, a flyer in the first World 
| War. Filming starts late next month 
near Phoenix, Ariz., on the Thunder 
Bird air field, which was estab- 
lished as a training school for pilots 
before U. S. entry into the war 
largely through coin advanced by 
members of the show business. 

Among those financially inter- 
ested in the school are Darryl F. 
Zanuck, Henry Fonda, Cary Grant 
and Gilbert Miller. 








Direct ‘Thunder Birds’ 


—— 


Anything For A Remedy 





Exhibs who successfully fought 


a different view of the situation. 
being nullified when national dayl 
as a war-time measure, theatre me 
believing it, together with curtaile 
to double features. 


Milwaukee, Jan, 27. 
Daylight Saving in the courts and 


saw it become verboten under present Wisconsin law, are now taking 


With likelihood of the local law 
ight saving goes into effect Feb. 9 
n are now hailing it as a lifesaver, 
d film production, will put an end 


They point out that shorter evening programs will be necessary in 
order to get turnover, and, to accomplish this, they will be compelled 
to build their shows around a single feature. 


Upbeat of Shorts Further Evident In 
2)-25% Sales Increase Over Last Yr. 








M.0.T. School Turning 
Out 30 Cameramen 
For War Coverage 


March of Time’s School of Pic- 
torial Journalism will graduate 30 
men, its largest class, Feb. 15. New 
class last week completed an ex- 
perimental newsreel, tentatively 
called ‘History in the Making,’ which 
compares favorably with regular M. 
of T. releases. 

Idea back of Time’s training 
school for cameramen is to fit reg- 
ular members of American and Ca- 
nadian armed forces for military 
news photography. School is headed 
by D. Y. Bradshaw and includes ex- 
perts from various departments of 
Time. Fred Hewitt, a regular mem- 
ber of the U. S. Navy, now is chief 
photograpker, with Arthur Black his 
assistant. Current class came in 
Aug. 15. 

During their course, M. cf T. stu- 
dents went out on 
learned how to photograph yarns 
under trying circumstances, were 
instructed on film makeup, cutting 
and scoring. 

Current class includes 16 navy 
men, four marines, two members of 
the coast guard, 





from the Royal Canadian Engineers 
and two from the Royal Norwegian 
Air Force. New class next month 





|will include 40 navy men and 10} 


|members of the coast guard and 
| marines, 


AMUS. DIVISION LAGS 
IN ’41-42 CHARITY DRIVE 


Although the amusement indus- 
try has contributed more than 
$100,000 to the 1941-’42 campaign of 
the New York and Brooklyn Federa- 
tion of Jewish Charities, sum raised 
is still behind the ’39-’40 figure, David 
| Bernstein, co-chairman of the amuse- 
ment division, pointed out last week. 
Goal of $150,000 had been set and his 
committee will continue to function 
until it gains something nearer that 
amount, Bernstein said. 

Announcement of the sum con- 
tributed was made at a luncheon 
meeting of the amusement division 
at which radio commentator William 
L. Shirer was guest of honor last 
Friday (23). Eddie Cantor was m.c. 
| On the dais were B. S. Moss, Herman 
| Robbins, Henry Jaffe, 
| Morris, Jr., Jules C. Stein, George | 
| Schaefer, Paul Felix Warburg, Paul | 
| Moss, Jack Cohn, Will Hays, Gilbert 











Miller, John Golden, Albert D. 
|Lasker, Jake Wilk and William 
| Klein. 


| _ 


‘Gus Eyssell Also On 
Rockefeller Center Bd. 


On top of being made president 
of the Radio City Music Hall Corp. 
and managing director of the Hall, 
Gus S. Eyssell has been elected a 
director of Rockefeller Center, Inc., 
the parent organization headed by 
the Rockefeller interests. é 

He succeeds the late W. G. Van 
| Schmus in these posts. Van Schmus 
|was also a director of RKO, repre- 
|senting the Rockefellers on the 
board of that picture company. 


Fast Trip to Stardom 


Hollywood, Jan. 27. 
Gloria Warren, moppet discovery 
of Warners, draws star rating after 
one picture. 
She plays the femme lead in Vic- 
tor Herbert’s ‘The Fortune Teller.’ 

















assignments, | 


four members of | 
the Royal Canadian Air Force, two | 


William | 
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Gross sales of short features dis. 
tributed by major companies cur- 
rently are running 20-25% ahead of 
the comparable period last year. 
With numerous exhibitors still sour 
on any swing-over to single-feature 
programs, and the unusual length of 
many No. 1 features this season pre- 
cluding the use of many shorts on 
double-feature bills, dualer diehards 
are at loss to explain where the new 
business is coming from. 

Numerous major circuits have ex- 
perimented with spotting worth- 
while shorts on programs when a 
long feature makes a second one dif- 
ficult to handle. Where these strong 
shorts have been substituted for a 
second feature, boxofftce results are 
reported satisfactory, especially in 
the matter of audience turnover. 

Every major company handling 
shorts reports an upbeat over a year 
ago. Paramount shorts sales are 
running 26% ahead, Warner Bros, 
23% and Universal, 22%. No of- 
ficial data was available at 20th-Fox, 
excepting that business on_ short 
features is better than 12 months 
ago. Metro’s increase was around 
110%. Columbia does not break 
down its shorts and feature sales, but 
recently claimed six months of do- 
mestic business running 50% ahead 
of the previous “year, with indica- 
tions that shorts gross sales are up 
|around 25%. 

An inkling of the trend away from 
twin bills is seen in Universal’s 22% 
improvement because the company 
has no theatre affiliates. Hence, 
such increase does not represent 
spot bookings into U’s own affiliated 
circuit houses. 

While latest Hays office figures 
(appearing in Film Facts) reveal 
that the percentage of double-fea- 
ture shows in the U. S. during 1941 
| varied little from previous year’s 
| totals, nearly every key city in re- 
| cent weeks has reported one or more 
|theatres filling out programs with 
shorts where heretofore always em- 
ploying two feature productions. 
Reports from ‘Variety’ correspond- 
ents in 25 leading cities lately noted 
the number of successful single- 
feature play-dates, biz even topping 
that done when two features were 
used. These did mot include some 
of the larger southern cities, pre- 
dominant solo-feature situations. 
| Both distribs and exhibitors are 
| far from sold on the ability of single- 











|feature shows to buck dual com- 
petition, but distribs in several in- 
|stances admit a trend towards 


| spotting more shorts. and experl- 

|menting with shorts in place of a 

|second feature when the No. 1 draw 
is a strong picture. 


LAWYERS SUE S.P. EAGLE 
FOR $23,250 ON ‘TALES’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 27. 


An attachment suit against S. P. 
Eagle, formerly Sam Spiegel, co- 
producer with Boris Morros of 
\‘Tales of Manhattan’ at 20th-Fox, 


| was filed by the law firm of Henry 
| Herzbrun & Kenneth Chantrey. Suit 
|asks $23,250 as lawyers’ share of 
Eagle’s income for legal services. 

Claimed an agreement with Eagle 
guaranteed the law firm 25% of 
|Eagle’s share in the picture. Eagle 
and Morros have a 40% interest in 
‘Tales.’ 


Par’s ‘Wake Island’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 27. 
Robert Preston and Macdonald 
Carey share top spots in ‘Wake 
Island,’ a tale of the U. S. Marines, 





currently in preparation at Para- 
mount. 

Sloan Nibley, who worked as 4 
civilian . engineer on the _ island 


shortly before the siege, is collabo- 
rating with W. R. Burnett on the 
‘screenplay. 
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Twin City Indies Now Mull Disunity 
Conference to Rally Support Vs. 


Distribs; May Send Rep for N.Y. Talks 


+ 





Minneapolis, Jan. 27. 

Unable to break down Paramount 
and Warner Bros. on percentages, 
and dissatisfied with the Metro deal 
even though most of them have 
bought that company’s product, the 
Twin City independent exhibitors’ 
group of Northwest Allied has called 
another ‘indignation meeting’ for 
this week to map out further cam- 
paign details in its all-out fight 
against the distributors. 

A ‘disunity conference’ in Chicago 
to set up a united independent ex- 
hibitors’ front against distributor’s 
allegedly ‘exorbitant, unconscionable 
and punitive’ selling demands is un- 
der consideration. The local group 
hopes to bring all other independent 
exhibitor groups throughout’ the 
United States into its movement to 
obtain an amendment to federal 
price-fixing legislation which would 
put a ceiling on film prices at the 
1940-41 level. 

Group has appointed a committee 
to go to New York to confer with 
distributor representatives in an ef- 
fort to iron out grievances over sell- 
ing demands. This follows the sug- 
gestion of Harry Brandt, N. Y. indie, 
who will be invited to participate. 

Committee comprises most promi- 
nent and successful independent ex- 
hibitors hereabout. It is headed by 
Harold Field, already in N. Y., and 
includes Ben Friedman, Eddie Ru- 
ben, Bennie Berger, Clarence Kaake, 
Sidney Vold and Fred Strom, North- 
west. Allied executive secretary. 
Those other than Field leave 
N. Y. Thursday (29). 


Pending the N. Y. conference, 
threatened action looking toward | 


film price-fixing and monopoly pros- | 


ecution is being deferred. 
The group hasn’t obtained a ‘lead- 
ing lawyer’ yet to act as counsel for 


_it in the fight against the distribu- | 


tors, although it was announced that 
negotiations were _ started with 
prominent counsel after Wendell 
Willkie declined to serve in that ca- 
pacity. Also, the group is delaying 
sending a committee to Gov. H. B. 
Stassen to inform him that Minne- 
sota independent exhibitors are be- 
ing forced into bankruptcy and to 
request the appointment of a special 


prosecutor to handle proposed 


charges of conspiracy against dis- 
tributors and the Minnesota Amus. 
Co. (Paramount). No steps have 


been taken yet, eithei’, to carry out 
threats of damage suits against the 
film companies and chain. 
Agnew Doesn’t Show 

Agnew, Paramount  vice- 

in charge of distribution, 
failed to come to Minneapolis to 
meet with the group after it 
been announced that he would do so. 
Instead, Alan Usher, district 
ager, conferred with the 
Allied group. He said hi: 


Neil 
president 


man- 
Northwest 
company 


could not eliminate its demands for 
four percentage pictures. Previously 
Ben Kalmenson, Warner Brothers 
sales manager, had told the group 
that there would be no change as 
far as the demand for three percent 
age pictures is concerned. 

Jack Flynn, Metro division man- 


ager, also conferred with the group 
Although nearly all of the Twin City 
independents now have bought the 
Metro pictures, Flynn was told that 
the exhibitors could not ‘live’ if they 
are forced to adhere to its terms. 
The committee representing the 
8roup informed Flynn that the only 
reason they had signed Metro con- 
tracts was because they needed pic- 
tures to keep their houses open and 
his films were immediately avail- 
able. Fred Strom, Northwest Allied 
secretary, asserted the Twin City in- 
dependents now regret that they 


didn’t carry out their threats to close | 


their theatres or change to lic 
double features, minus major prod- 
uct, instead of buying M-G-M. 


Because 20th-Fox is not demand- 


ing percentage from the Twin City 
independents, there now is a dis- 
Position to approve its deal, although 
vs patterned after that of Metro in 
some respects, 


for | 


had | 





( 
Spirit of ’76 
Hollywood, Jan. 27, 
Cast of “Tales of Manhattan’ at 
20th-Fox shared a birthday cake 
with Harry Davenport, who in 
his 76th year is hailed as the 
Oldest active actor in pictures. 
Now working in his 165th pic- 


ture, he started his career 71 
years ago on the stage as 
Damon’s son in ‘Damon and 


Pythias,’ for which he received 
$6. 








Clip Oscar Nominees 


To 200 Pix; 444 Leads 


Hollywood, Jan. 27, 
the Oscar Nomination 





Field 
Stakes, 
has been whittled down to 209 pic- 
the of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences as a result 


in 


a preliminary to the Derby, 


tures by Academy 
of complaints that the 451 qualified 
entries are too many to delve through. 
Cut was made with consent and co- 
operation 
lan aid to the voters. Any one of 

In the 200 films there are 444 lead- 
ing roles from which the best actor 
and will be 


picked. Of these, 259 are males and 


actress performance 


1185 femmes. Listed among the sup- 
porting players are 801 actors and 
291 actresses, a total of 1,092. 


Nominations, to be announced Feb 


Compete for Awards 


7% 
i 





of the studios, merely as 


| ment Thursday (22) in the form of 


NEW DIVORCEMENT THREAT 





U.UF J. REPORT 
AN “ULTIMATUM 


First Year’s Recap. on Oper- 
ation of Consent Decree 
Indicates New Anti-Trust 
Suit Will Be Filed If Ma- 
jors Fail to Make Greater 
Voluntary Reforms 


TOUGH ON INDIES 


Washington, Jan. 27. 

Unless the industry makes greater 
voluntary reforms and is more dis- 
posed to live up to the spirit of the 
consent decree, new anti-trust pro- 
ceedings will be initiated, especia!ly 
to carry out the idea of full divorce 
between exhibition and the produc- 
tion-distribution wings. 

Ultimatum, not very much soft- 
ened by acknowledgement it is too 
early to draw to full conclusions, 
was issued by the Justice Depart- 


an interim report on first year’s ob- 


»s 
+ 


Detroit Variety Club 











servation. of the mediation system 
and changed rental method. Though} 
not making up its mind on all points, 
the anti-trust division complained | 
the compromise still has not pro- 
vided the necessary relief for inde-| 
pendents, or restored the degree of | 
competition called for by the Sher-| 
man Act. 

The changed practices required by | 
the pact haven’t changed the trust- 


‘i | busters’ minds about the desirability 
the 451 may be entered as long shots. | 


8, will consist of 10 pictures for the | 


best production award; five 


men | 
and five women for the best acting; | 


five of each gender for best support- 
ing performances; five films for the | 


best written screenplay; five for the 
original screenplay, and five 
for the best original story. 


best 


For the sound recording award, 11 | 


productions have already been nomi- 


nated. They are ‘Appointment for | 
Love,’ ‘Ball of Fire,’ ‘Chocolate 
Soldier,’ ‘Citizen Kane,’ ‘Devil Pays 
Off, ‘That Hamilton Woman,’ ‘How 


Green Was My Valley,’ ‘The Men in 
Her Life,’ ‘Sergeant York,’ ‘Skylark’ 
and ‘Topper Returns.’ 


out Feb. 12 
the industry. 

Appointment of six committees of 
technical experts to aid the Acad- 
emy’s Research Council in tabbing 
nominations for and tech- 
nical awards was made by Darry!] 
Zanuck, Council chairman Recog- 


ion 1S taker €a 


to 4,000 members of 


scientific 


ni n year DY the 
Academy of devices, 1 


] 
nuiae, a 


nethods, for- 


coveries and inventions 


deemed outstanding value to the 


arts and sciences of film production 
the follov 
Laboratory nomination Sidney 
Solow, chairman; Gcrald Best, Philip 
E. Brigandi, C. R. Daily, George 
| DeMoss, Fred Gage. John Hilliard, 
|} John Livadary, Austin Lysight, Carl 
| Schillinger, Ray Wilkinson. 
Lighting nominations: John 
nold, chairman; 
|M. Combs, Fred Geiger, Denver 
| Harmon, Earl Miller, Walter Strohm, 
| Joseph Valentine. 
Acoustical nominations: 


Committees comprise 


Ar- 


Homer 


| John Hilliard, Fred Wilson. 
; Sound nominations: 
| chairman; Lawrence Aicholtz, Dan- 
iel Bloomberg, Lloyd Goldsmith, 
|John Livadary, Wesley C. Miller, 
!Thomas T. Moulton, William Muel- 
| ler, Clem Portman, Loren Ryder. 
| Special effects equipment nomina- 
|tions: Farciot Edouart, chairman; 
|R. O. Binger, Merle Chamberlin, Ar- 
inold Gillespie, Stanley Horsley, Paul 
Lerpae, William Thomas, Vernon 
| Walker 


Final voting ballots will be mailed | 


George Barnes, L. | 
method 


| Tasker, chairman; Lloyd Goldsmith, | 


of full divorcement, the statement 
said. Advance warning was given | 
that the defendant companies will} 


have to go into court again when 
the trial period is over, unless} 


marked improvement results in the! 
next two years. | 

Dissatisfaction on the part of the | 
Government watchers was provoked 
by: 





1. Big company advantages in | 
arbitration proceedings, due to 
more adept attorneys, use of 

technicalities, and apathy of ex- 

hibitors. 

2. Attitude of the Appeal 
Board on the basic question of 
clearance policy. 

3 Continued 
distributor-controlled 
In regard to the 

industry interest and the almost uni- 
versal dissatisfaction—the five-pic- 
ture-package licensing scheme—the 
Justice Department said it is not pre- 
pared this will ork, 
but will ready to consider sug- 
yestions for a more effective and ac- 
ceptable arrangement. There will 
return to the outlawed prac-| 
however, or requiring theatre- 
to buy by numbers and 
much bigger bundles, 

On the credit side, the D. J. ledge: 


expansion of 
houses. 


point of greatest 


to agree not Ww 


be 


be 
tice, 


owners 


10 


in 


howed elimination of complaints 
yout distributor refusals to license 
f tor any run, some orter 
of clearance period and yme 
! ( ent the dist puto! k 
the ( tior B 
ere I oO Ve hed I the tft ] 
A by the sno! ns 
] t} mye One 
tne f ouble the 
me¢ h e ard ilo lac of 
knowledge of 1 1ustr* proble rm and 
customs. 


Arbitration A Disappointment 

Because of the narrow background 
of the referees and the stronger posi- 
tion of defendants, the arbitration 
is a disappointment. While 
set up and administered in an ‘emi- 
nently satisfactory’ way, the machin- 
ery has not solved the problem in 
view of the ‘added weight to the su- 


| perior presentation’ of evidence by 


E. H. Hansen, | 


distributors, the technical maneuver- 
ing by defendants, the narrow inter- | 
pretation of the ‘unreasonable clear-| 
ance clause,’ and the sluggishness of | 
exhibitors. 
‘Complaint has been made with re- 
spect to the limited character of the 
relief available under Section 8, the 
unreasonable clearance section,’ the 
review said. 
‘The Appeal Board has apparently 
(Continued 23) { 
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Divorcement Threat Casts Pall 
On N.Y. Unity Confabs; Rodgers 


Asks for Reforms Under Decree 





Mink-Less Days 


Hollywood, Jan. 27. 

Starving in minks or sables 
is taboo under a new ruling by 
the Screen Actors Guild. Extra 
gals who own fur coats are 
warned not to wear them on pic- 
ture sets if they are called for 
$11.50 jobs. 

Furred femmes violate union 
statutes if they strut their animal 
finery for less than $16.50 per 
day. 








Expands to Include 
State-Wide Members 


Detroit, Jan, 27. 

The Variety Club of Detroit has 
disappeared under the vaster organi- 
zational setup of the Variety Club of 
Michigan. With the exception of the 
Upper Peninsula of Michigan, which 
falls in the exchange setup custom- 
arily with Wiscinson, the new devel- 
opment will include membership 
from the entire state. 

Announcement was made at the 
installation here of the new officers, 
who include Dave Idzal, chief barker, 
and barkers Earl Hudson, Lew Wis- 
per, Wade Allen, John McPherson, 
Ray Branch, Larry Becker, Ed 
Kirchner, Charles Perry, John How- 
ard and David Newman. 

It also was decided that the Va- 
riety Club of Michigan would direct 
its charitable activities toward one 
goal—selecting the Stanton School 
for the Deaf as the sole benefactor. 





New Membership Class 
Special class of members in the 
Variety Clubs has been established, 
with annual dues at $5 as a feature 


of the drive for enrollment which 
is being conducted by John H. | 
Harris, chief barker. New class will 
have all privileges except the right 
to vote and hold office 
Harris reported progress in plan 

for establishment of tents in New 
York, Chicago, Boston and a few 
other cities not presently repre- 
sented in the national group. 


N.Y. HOTEL ASKS 6006, 
CLAIMING LIBEL IN FILM 


The St. Thomas Hotel Corp., opera- 


tor of the Claridge hotel, N. Y., has 
filed a $600,000 N. Y. supreme court 
action against Republic Picture: 
Cor} and eve theatre operatin: 
co! é rging libel Other de- 
e Interbor a £ 
] ' 1 Amus. ( 
I P e, I k 
I Inc Loev Theatre 
& Realty ¢ p., R nd The 
I the Ma \ Co1 
It 1e 
Ry | ; Par , 
( 1. ‘WI ‘ 
(poker ) now’ The I NEI 
iven v ‘Right ac the street... 
room 1218...the Claridge.’ The | 
plaintiff says this means it operates 


a gambling establishment and seeks | 
$250,000 damages from Republic and | 


$50,000 each from the seven other | 
defendants who played the film. Be- | 
sides a general denial, Republic 


claims the word was not Claridge but | 
Clair-Ridge, that it did not refer to} 
the plaintiff, and that it has removed | 
the scene from the picture. 
Down to th: Sea Again 
Hollywood, Jan. 27. | 
First chore for Gregory Ratoff | 
under his two-picture commitment | 


at 20th-Fox is ‘Down to the Sea in | 
| Ships,’ a Milton Sperling produc- | 
tion slated to start March 1. 

Story, once played by Clara Bow, 
is being completely rewritten by 
Talbot Jennings i 


a 


' ence, William F. Rodgers, 


| than the five-picture plan; 


| finding 


Despite encouraging unanimity of 
the need for intra-industry joint ac- 
tion for solution of business prob- 


lems and enhancement of public 
goodwill, the United Motion Picture 
Industry meetings, which resumed 
yesterday (Tuesday) at the Hotel 
Warwick, are converging on the 
prime issue: ways and means to win 
over the Department of Justice to 
radical modification of the U. S. Con- 
sent Decree. 

Yesterday’s session was devoted to 
crystallizing some substitute plan in 
place of the  five-picture_ selling 
which prevails under the Consent 
Decree. Adjournment late in the 
afternoon was taken in order that 
the exhibitor group, composed of 
representatives of Allied States, 
MPTOA and independent units could 
meet in an evening session, without 
the distributors, in the hope of 
furthering conclusions. Position of 
exhib delegates is that the five-pic- 
ture scheme is directly responsible 
for the increases in film rentals. On 
that score alone, they say, the Gov- 


|}ernment should modify the decree. 


The obstacle, however, was to find 
a remedy. 
In extended discussions which 


lasted three days (21-23), consider- 
able progress was made in a unified 
approach to tax problems, better 
public relations and a basis for sur- 
vey and fact finding for purposes of 
perfecting some industry plan for 
national advertising. Point No. 5 on 
the agenda was the stickler. It called 
for ‘a program providing, if possible, 
for the adjustment, or modification 
of the policies or practices of one 
branch of the industry or member 
thereof which are opposed by any 
other branch or a substantial portion 
thereof.’ In other words, for some 
equalizing measures to iron out pre- 
vailing practice disputes be- 
tween distributors and exhibitor: 
Uninvited and unseen, the Depart- 
ment of Justice was a dominant in- 
fluence at the meetings.- Delegates 
generally recognize that, on the 
major of sales policies, 
clearances and selling methods, little 
omplished within them- 


trade 


problem 


Can ve ac 
selve: 

tanding desire 
of the 26 delegates who 


Notwith apparent 
on the part 


} 
the 


comprised conference to arrive 
at some acceptable formulae, a state- 
nent issued from the Department of 
Justice on Thursday (22) all but 
wrecked the proceedings. The decla- 
ration wi: to the effect that come- 
plete divorcement of theatres from 


distributing and producing company 


might be necessary to effectively 
reme ‘discriminations inherent In 
the ownership of theatre b dis- 

tribut 
Ful f the tatement declared, 
‘The Depa! t on the b of its 
( é Ls 2 te ited 
¢ the 
e€ f ) Dit I | 
e, The decree has 
i M ipp T re- 
{ . fram c n- 

é 
Rodgers’ Resolution 

At the ope! of the Friday 
| morning (23) session of the confer- 


vice-presi- 
dent of Loew’s and permanent chair- 
man of the conference, introduced 
for consideration a resolution of pro- 
cedure, the ultimate of which may 
develop some unified plan to be pre- 
sented to the Department of Justice 
for the latter’s consideration. 

The procedure outlined, (1) The 
finding of a better method of selling 
(2) the 
ways and means within 
the United Motion Picture Industry 


of 


| to prevent forcing of shorts and fea- 


tures, if found true; (3) the setting 
up of machinery whereby proper and 
thorough investigation can be made 
of territorial disagreements and ways 


and means of correcting the same; 
a method and a source through 


(4) 


which individual complaints be 


on 


can 
page 22) 
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THE LADY IS WILLING 


(ONE SONG) 
Hollywood, Jan. 23. 


Columbia release of Charles K. Feldman 
Group production. Stars Marlene Dietrich 
and Fred MacMurray. Features Aline Mac- 
Mahon, Stanley Ridges, Arline Judge and 
Roger Clark. Directed by Mitchell Leisen; 
gcreenplay by James Edward Grant and Al- 


bert McCleery, from story by Grant: cam- 
era, Ted Tetzlaff; film editor Eda Warren; 
sone by Jack King and Gordon Clifford 
Previewed at Alexander, Glendale, Jan. 22, 
"42. Running time, 93 MINS. 

Elizaheth Madden...... ..Marlene Dietrich 
Dr. Corey McBain......... Fred Mac Murray 
Buddy........ eevccceces+- Aline MacMahon 
Kenneth Hanline...... ..Stanley Ridges 
Pances. ..ccecssses eccoess,.--- Arline Judge 
WIOONE, s «sn vebecesodebccecsss ss: eet Cae 
SEATS EMBs: 0600600 06600000 is Marietta Canty 
WANE, Cage sc cccewcdescecesence David James 
DE. s ctanadeCsesess 00h es ccna: ae 
Arthur Migegle............Sterling Holloway 
oh re ee Harvey Stephens 


Detective Sergeant Barnes. .Warry Shannon 


Mrs. Cummings.......... Elizebeth Risdon 
ey 5 cick Va cewes wews Charles Lane 
BOD GO co sevccevctecocetdee array Alper 
a ee er ee Kitty Kelly 


‘The Lady Is Willing’ is a racy and 
sophisticated marital comedy that 
earries a good share of amusement 
for adult audiences. With Marlene 
Dietrich and Fred MacMurray team- 
ing to carry'*maijor attention, picture 
seems due for moderately profitable 
grosses. 

Picture carries light and breezy 
tempo in the first portion, with adora- 
tion of a cute baby as motivating 
factor in holding interest. An in- 
conclusive finish. with the oldy situ- 
ation of an emervenrv overation nec- 
essary to save the child’s life, and the 
pendulum-swinging problem of life- 
and-death crisis allows the tale to 
sluff off with elemental formula con- 
venience, 

Marlene Dietrich, as a stage star, 
has a strong urve for mother-love 
and picks up a foundling for adop- 
tion. Advised that she cannot get 
legal possession without the bonds 
of matrimony, she enveigles young 
doctor MacMurrav into a marriage 
of convenience. It’s just that, with 
plenty of racv dialog alone the line. 
until the counle -re hroucht together 
in the obvious clinch -fter the babv 
goes through a danverous operation 
and reriuperative veriod. 

Familiar banter is apparent 
throughout. Desnite this. strong per- 
formances by both nrircivals under 
fine direction of Mitchell Leisen sie- 
ceeds in holding un inferest until the 
tale swines into beart-tug cliches. 


| grammer. Fact that the romantic 
| angle is deftly and sensibly worked 
out makes film acceptable as a virile 
second feature on twinners. Names 
of Wendy Barrie and Edgar Kennedy 
will help marquees. 

Yarn of the go-getter police re- 
porter, who tangles first with an at- 
tractive deb, and then a batch of 
gangsters, is not particularly new, 
but filled with sufficient comedy and 
love interest to carry over the few 
hum-drum spots. 

Effervescent police scribe annoys 
the society heiress so much that she 
plants a false story which costs the 
young reporter his job. Then she 
relents and attempts to secure under- 
world data, to convict a success- 
ful smuggling ring, in order to get 
him back on paper. During their 
encounters with the mobsters, the 
uppish deb falls in love with the re- 
porter, only he won't marry her 
while she is so rich. That's fixed up 
by the scripters, but only after she’s 
been kidnapped by the gangsters and 
there’s a knockdown fight with the 
gang. 

Wendy Barrie, as the deb, gives the 
film plenty of lift, both with her 
looks and good thespian job. Phillip 
Terry is energetic and okay as the 
reporter. Edgar Kennedy and Wil- 
liam Frawley, cast as two ex-pugs, 
chip in with some nifty and plausible 
comedy moments. Support is headed 
by Mare Lawrence, Nana Bryant, 
Paul Fix and Russell Hicks. 

Al Rogell’s direction is swiftly 
gaited, holding suspense well. Ed- 
ward Lowe-Lawrence Kimble screen- 
play tightens up Michael Burke's 
story. Wear. 


Man From Cheyenne 
(WITH SONGS) 


Republic production and release. Stars 
Roy Rogers: features George ‘Gabby’ 
Hayes, Sons of the Pioneers. Associate 


producer and director, Joseph Kane; origi- 


nal screenplay, Winston Miller; camera, 
Reggie Lanning; editor, Willlam Thomip- 
son. Reviewed at Colonial, Lincoln, Neb.. 
Jan. 20, °42, dua). Running time: 60 
MINS, 
Gs sees eekee neh cteniunuetdses Roy Rogers 
Gabby George ‘Gabby’ Hayes 
y socbeéccve ee. Pape 


voccceckspan. Calver 
William Haade 





S60 0bete Coe ccccecccccccsices James Seay 
FOGY . veceesoccecesescescovecetecs Gale Storm 
SMa bd er eradeseseouriaddeess Jack Ingram 


and 
Sons of the Pioneers 








The bebv’s crisis is too extended and | 
not handled in manner to hold audi- | 
ence attention on the dramatic ele- | 
ments attempted. 

Aline MacMahon returns to the 
screen in a well-directed supporting 
role, with others in the cast ales do- 
ing okay. Photographv by Ted Tetz- 
laff, specially shots of Miss Dietrich. 
is of high standard. Miss Dietrich 
sings one song in her deep torchy 
tone in two brief stage sequences. 


Republic has every reason to take 
pride in the Roy Rogers second 
string western stock company, the 
lot having taken important steps to 
increase the strength of the Rogers 
offerings. ‘Man from Cheyenne’ is 
one of the best of the Rogers string 
and, with the reunion of Sons of the 
Pioneers (he was the originator of 
the outfit), the peak is not yet 
reached, but a climb is definitely on. 

For a western, there are two 





Walt. 


BROOKLYN ORCHID 


Hollywood, Jan. 22. 


United Artists release of Hal Roach pro- 
duction. Features William Bendix, Joe 
Sawyer, Marjorie Woodworth and Grace 
Bradley. Directed by Earle Snell and 
Clarence Marks: camera, Robert Pittack; 
photographic effects, Roy Seawright; film 


editor, Ray Snyder. Previewed in studio 
projection room, Jan, 21, '42. Running time, 


51 MINS. 

Well, PUIPUOU sv cc encends wes William Bendix 
| res ene Joe Sawyer 
Lucy Gibbs.......secc. Marjorie Woodworth 
Sadie McGuerin.....,........Grace Bradley 
Tommy Goodweek.........Skeets Gallagher 
Mabel Cooney............Florine McKinney 
Ignatz Rochkowsky........Leonia Kinskey 
cided didn il wits ne whic Caled Rek Evans 
Jonathan McFeeder............: Jack Norton 


Obviously straining for comedy. 
but achieving results with greatest 
difficulty, this Roach featurette is 
not quite up to par of other issues in 
the series. For purpose intended, 
however, as dual support, brevity 
helps to make up for lac\ of spon- 
taneity in both the script and direc- 
tion. 

William Bendix and Joe Sawyer 
operate a fleet of taxis, after start- 
ing with one cab between them. 
Bendix’s wife, Grace Bradley, has so- 
cial aspirations and tosses a musicale, 
during which the bored partners fish 
suicide-bent Marjorie Woodworth 
out of the river. Girl attaches her- 
self to the pair and chases them to 
& mountain resort. There are a few 
rounds of mildly funny by-play, un- 
til the tale just fades out without a 
conclusion. 

Cast does the best possible under 
handicaps of static lines and direc- 
tion—both of which lack snap. It’s 
all unfolded in obvious vein—and 
aimed at those who laugh easily. 

Walt. 


PUBLIC ENEMIES 


Republic release of Robert North produc- 
tion. Features Phillip Terry, Wendy Rar- 
rie, Edgar Kennedy, William Frawley, Mare 
Lawrence. Directed by Albert S. Rogell; 
screenplay by Edward T. Lowe, Lawrence 









Kimble. Based on story by Michael 
Burke; editor, Edward Mann; camera, 
Ernest Miller. At New York, N. Y., week 
Jan. 20, °42, dualed. Running time, 63 
MINS. 

EPP eee Phillip Terry 
Bonnie Parker.........0.+..:; Wendy Barrie 
EE Pe eee ee ey ee Edgar Kennedy 
George ‘Bang’ Carson.....William Frawley 
NS ey epee oe a seeess+Mare Lawrence 
Emma. .... ccoccccccccscccssces Nana Bryant 
Lee Hong...... deiedee Willie Fung 
es Rete ves Paul Fix 
Lawrence Tregar -Russell Hicks 
PEPUIINES 5 oc <sdscopenecedccescocs Tim Ryan 
MDNR on SEES CO COS OAC 4000 060008 Duke York 





Plenty of excitement compressed 
to this newspaper-gangster pro- 


notable departures from familiar 
formula. First place, Rogers defies 
tradition, and not only kisses one, 
but two girls. Second, the heavy is 
a woman, which necessitates the 
other femmes in the film running 
|her down, giving her a_ hairpull, 
and bringing her to justice. Audi- 
ence reaction to both seems favor- 
able, and the fight is especially a 
hit. 

Winston Miller’s original is about 
Wyoming rustling, modern style, 
headed not by a man, but Lynne 
Carver, a sophisticate trying to cop 
off enough coin so she can get out 
of the west and back east with the 
cocktail crowd. She has the ranch- 
men gaga with honey-looks, and 
they, to protect her interests, divulge 
their strategy to her, which makes 
it easy for her thievery to be out- 
lined in safety. Rogers is brought 
into the territory by the Department 
of Commerce, since all the stock is 
earmarked for Government buying. 
_ Aside from their Leavy participa- 
tion in the story, Sons of the 
Pioneers back Rogers a couple of 
times with his songs, and do a couple 
of songs themselves. Bob Nolan, 
from the crew, is prominent in the 
speaking department. 


Rogers and George Hayes are 
standard. Cast is more hefty than 
usual in women. Miss Carver, of 


course, grabs the limelight, but Gale 
Storm, one time ‘Gateway to Holly- 
wood’ winner, cuts herself in for 
some nice ingenue frames. Sally 
Payne is a bit under wraps, not 
enough talk to go around. William 
Haade looks every bit as rough as 
the part calls for. Art. 


Yo Conoci Esa Mujer 


(I Knew That Woman’) 
(ARGENTINE-MADE) 
(WITH SONGS) 

Buenos Aires, Jan. 10. 

Argentina Sono Film production and re- 
lease. Stars Libertad Lamarque; features 
Augustin Irusta, Rafael Frontaura, Elsa 
O’Connor, Federico Mansilla, Elvira Qui- 
roga, Mecha Lopez, Jose A. Paonessa, Ne- 
lida Bilbao, Osvaldo Miranda and Eduardo 
Sosa Lastra. Directed by Carlos Borcosque. 
Story, Carlos A. Petit. Reviewed at Monu- 


mental, Buenos Aires. Running time, 95 
MINS, ® 





Suggesting the school inaugurated 
by Orson Welles in ‘Citizen Kane,’ 
‘Yo Conoci a Esa Mujer’ (‘I Knew 
That Woman’), Argentina Sono 
Film’s first 1942 release, is interesting 
as an experiment but n.s.h. for suc- 
cessful boxoffice. Despite Libertad 
Lamarque, top-ranking Argentine 
star, the film never quite manages to 
jell. Excessively melodramatic theme 
and overemphasis of technique are 
factors that make the plot uncon- 





Miniature Reviews 


‘The Lady Is Willing’ (Col) 
(Song). Marlene Dietrich and 
Fred MacMurray in sophisticated 
marital comedy; moderate b.o, 

‘Brooklyn Orchid’ (Roach-UA). 
Weak comedy; brevity its main 
recommendation for filler dates 
in secondary duals. 

‘Public Enemies’ (Rep). Gang- 
ster-newspaper meller sturdy as 
under-half of twinners. 

‘Man From Cheyenne’ (Rep). 
Roy Rogers, with Sons of the 
Pioneers in okay western. 

‘Yo Conoci Esa Mujer’ (Argen- 
tine). Too melodramatic; un- 
convincing Spanish-languager. 





ansilioateanatedl 








vincing. Carlos Borcosque, aided by 
good photography, is admittedly skill- 
ful and tells his story in narrative 
form. But local custom of not pre- 
viewing and tightening films after 
original cutting means that this one. 
like many others, was released with 
plenty to be done. 

Story tells of a famous variety 
singer who was blamed—at least 
morally—for the murder of her hus- 
band by another man. The doctor 
who attended husband in the back- 
stage death is also blamed for inten- 
tional negligence since he was in 
love with the wife. Later, the doctor 
against the wishes of his parents, 
members of a wealthy aristocratic 
family, marries the widow and, on 
account of the scandal, they go to an 
interior village where their son is 
born lame and where the doctor dies 
as result of work he does in halting 
an epidemic. 

Several years later the widow re- 
turns to Buenos Aires. The parents 
of her husband want the child but, 
learning he is crippled, leave him 
with the mother. She meets a fa- 
mous surgeon who falls in love with 
her and who, despite his wife’s jeal- 
ousy, operates on the boy and cures 
him. Whereupon the mother decides 
to give the boy to his grandparents 
and then dies in a street accident 
during a storm. 

While trying hard, Borcosque 
doesn’t quite make a go of it. He 
goes through a whole book of tricks, 
from showing the effects of bloody 
wounds, facial grimaces, etc. Sen- 
orita Lamarque does well although 
not as fine a performance as in her 
famed ‘Puerta Cerrada’ (‘Closed 
Door’). She sings three songs excel- 
lently, although the last, done by her 
son’s bedside, is irrelevant. Augustin 
Irusta turns in a good performance 
as the hero, and Elsa O’Connor and 
Rafael Frontaura do well in support. 
Photography good and settings above 
average. Ray. 


Let ‘Em Park 


Youngstown, Jan. 27. 

Proposed ordinance requiring new 
theatres to provide 200 square feet 
of parking space for each 10 seats 
of capacity has been approved by 
the City Planning Commission and 
sent to City Council for action. The 
measure provides that the parking 
space must be either on the same 
property as the theatre, or within 
500 feet. 

At the same meeting, the commis- 
sion approved re-zoning of six lots 
on Alameda avenue, near Belmont 
avenue, so that Peter M. Wellman, 
theatre operator, can construct a new 
1,000-seater on Belmont avenue. 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, Jan. 27. 

‘Spoilers of the North’ switched by 
Republic to ‘Girl from Dakota.’ 

‘Affairs of Jimmy Valentine’ is the 
new tag for Republic’s ‘Find Jimmy 
Valentine.’ 

‘Hearses Don’t Hurry’ goes 
20th-Fox release as ‘Who Is 
Schuyler.’ 

‘The Million Dollar Ghost’ won the 
nod at 20th-Fox over ‘No Coffin for 
the Corpse.’ 

‘Man With Two Lives’ is new han- 











into 
Hope 


dle on ‘Shed No Tears’ at Mono- 
gram. 
‘Her Cardboard Lover’ at Metro 


was switched to ‘Love Me Not.’ 

Columbia switched from ‘Camp 
Nuts’ to ‘Tramp, Tramp, Tramp.’ 

‘Man Trap,’ formerly ‘Girl Trouble,’ 
tagged ‘Too Many Women’ by Pro- 
ducers Releasing Corp. 

‘Destroyer’ is release title on ‘De- 
stroyed Men’ at Columbia. 

‘Mr. V’ is new tag on Edward 
Small’s United Artists release, ‘Pim- 
pernel Smith.’ 

‘Bad Men of Arizona’ became 
‘Tombstone (The Town Too Tough 
to Die’, at Paramount. 


STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, Jan. 27. 

Columbia bought ‘Just Call Me 
Darling,’ by Margaret Lee. 

Warners purchased ‘Peter Biddle, 
Air Raid Warden,’ by Edwin Gilbert. 

George Carleton Brown sold 
‘Broadway Goes to College’ to Re- 
public. 

Paramount acquired 
George R. Stewart. 





‘Storm,’ by 
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(For information of theatre and fitm exchange bookers VARIETY presentg 
a cemplete chart of feature releases of all the American distributing com. 
panies for the current quarterly period. Date of reviews as given in 
VaRIETY and the running time of prints are included.) 

Key to Type Abbreviations: M—Meloarama; C—Comedy; CD—Comedy 
Drama; W—Western; D—Drama; RD—Romantic Drama; MU—Musical, 


Figures herewith indicate date of VaRirty’s review and running time, 
COPYRIGHT, 1940, BY VARIETY. INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 








WEEK OF RELEASE—12/12/41 





Honolulu Lu (Col) Cc L. Velez-B. Bennett 


Riot Squad (Mono) 1/7 M 55 P. Cromwell-R. Quigley 
The Feminine Touch (M-G) 9/17 C 96 RK. Russell-D. Ameche 
H. M. Pulham, Esq. (M-G)_ 11/19 RD 119 H.Lamarr-R, Young 
Weekend for Three (RKO) 10/29 C 66 D.O’Keefe-J. Wyatt 
Red River Valley (Rep) 12/31 W 62 R. Rogers-H. Hayes 
Confirm or Deny (20th) 11/19 RD 73 D. Ameche-J. Bennett 
Wolf Man (U) = 12/17 M 9% L, Chaney, Jr.-C. Rains 
Love on the Dole (UA) 4/30 D 99 D. Kerr-C. Evans 

Steel Against the Sky (WB) 12/3 M 68 A, Smith 

Mr. D. A. in the Carter Case (Rep) M 68 J. Ellison-V. Gillmore 





WEEK OF RELEASE—12/19/41 





C. Barrett-R. Hayden 

B. Steel-T. Tyler 

W. Powell-M. Loy 

C. Morris-J. Parker 

C. Ruggles-C. Greenwood 
D. Foran-L. Carrillo 

R. Page-A, Gwynne 


Riders of the Badlands (Col) 1/14 w =s58 
West of Cimarron (Rep) w 

Shadow of the Thin Man (M-G) 10/22 CD 97 
No Hands on the Clock (Par) 12/10 M 176 
The Perfect Snob (20th) 11/12 Cc 63 
Road Agent (U) 12/10 D_ 69 
Melody Lane (¢U) MU 60 


WEEK OF RELEASE—12/26/4i 








Bed Time Story (Col) 12/10 Cc 83 L. Young-F. March 
Forbidden Trails (Mono) 12/31 WwW 55 B.Jones-T,. McCoy 
Louisiana Purchase (Par) 11/26 CD 95 B. Hope-V. Zorina 
Playmates (RKO) 11/26 MU 95 K. Kyser-J. Barrymore 


Remember the Day (20th) 9/24 D 85 C. Colbert-J. Payne 
How Green Was My Valley (20th) 10/29 D 120 W. Pidgeon-M. O’Hara 
Helizapoppin (U) 9/24 C 82 Olsen and Johnson 


The Gold Rush (UA) (Reissue) cD Cc. Chaplin 
Dudes Are Pretty People (UA) Cc M, Woodworth-J. Rogers 
You’re in the Army Now (WB) _ 12/3 Cc 7 J. Durante 
Died With Their Boots On (WB) 11/19 D 140 E, Flynn-O. De Havilland 





WEEK OF RELEASE—1/2/42 





Lone Star Vigilantes (Col) 9/24 w SS B. Elliott-T. Ritter 

Freckles Comes Home (Mono) c J. Downs-G., Storn 
Two-Faced Woman (M-G) 10/22 CD 9% G. Garbo-M. Douglas 
Tarzan’s Secret Treasure (M-G) 11/19 M 82% J. Weissmuller-M. O'Sullivan 
Babes on Broadway (M-G)_ 12/3 M 121 M. Rooney-J. Garland 
Riding the Wind (RKG) 9/10 W 64 T. Holt-M. Douglas 

Don’t Get Personal (U) 12/31 C 60 =H. Herbert-A. Gwynn 





WEEK OF RELEASE—1/9/42 





Confessions Boston Blackie (Col) 12/10 M_ 89 C. Morris-H. Hilliard 
Here Come the Marines (Mono) Cc W. Ford-T. Wing 
Arizona Terrors (Rep) w D. Barry-L. Merrick 
Ball of Fire (RKO) 12/3 D 110 B. Stanwyck-G. Cooper 
Lady for a Night (Rep) 12/31 D 68 J. Blondell-J. Wayne 


L. Nolan-H. Reynolds 
N. Pendleton-A. Gwynn 
H. Bogart-C. Veidt 


Blue, White and Perfect (20th) 9/24 M 74 
Jail House Blues (U) MU 
All Through the Night (WB) 12/3 M 107 


WEEK OF RELEASE—1/16/42 




















West of Tombstone (Col) w C, Starret-R. Haydon 

Mr. and Mrs, North (M-G) 12/17 C 68 G. Allen-W. Post 

Snuffy Smith, Yard Bird (Mono) C 67 E, Kennedy-B. Duncan 

Pardon My Stripes (Rep) C 67 H. Henry-S. Ryan 

Man From Cheyenne (Rep) 1/28 Ww 60 R. Rogers-B. Hayes 

Date With The Falcon (RKO) 11/12 M 63 G, Sanders-W. Barrie 

Gentleman at Heart (20th) 1/7 D 67 C, Romero-C. Landis 

Paris Calling (U) 12/10 D 93 R, Scott-E. Bergner 

Shangai Gesture (UA) 12/24 D 97 G. Tierney-W. Huston 
WEEK OF RELEASE 1/23/42 

Cadets on Parade (Col) M F. Bartholomew-V. Lydon 

Man From Headquarters (Mono) D F. Albertson-J. Woodbury 

Design for Scandal (M-G) _ 11/12 CD 82 R. Russell-W. Pidgeon 

Sullivan’s Travels (Par) 12/10 cD 9 J. McCrea-V. Lake 


Woman of the Year (M-G)_ 1/14 C 112 §. Tracy-K. Hepburn 
Cowboy Serenade (Rep) w G. Autry-S. Burnette 
Four Jacks and a Jill (RKO) 11/12 c 67 ik. Bolger-A. Shirley 
Right to the Heart (20th) 1/14 D 71 B. Joycee-C. Wilde 
North of the Klondike (U) M B. Crawford-L. Chaney 
Man Who Came to Dinner (WB) 1/7 Cc 112 B. Davis-M. Wooley 


WEEK OF RELEASE—1/30/42 








A Close Call for Ellery Queen (Col)  M 


W. Gargan-M, Lindsay 


Below The Border (Mono) w B. Jones-T. McCoy 
Yank On the Burma Road (M-G) 1/14 RD 65 L. Day-B. Nelson 
Obliging Young Lady (RKO) 11/5 D 80 J. Carroll-E. O’Brien 
Son of Fury (20th) 1/7 D 98 T. Power-G. Tierney 
Treat ’Em Rough (U) 1/14 C 7 €E. Albert 

Twin Beds (UA) Cc G. Brent-J. Bennett 
Wild Bill Hickock Rides (WB) w 


G. Bennett-B. Cabot 
WEEK OR RELEASE—2/6/42 








The Man Who Returned to Life (Col) ° D 3. Howard-L. Ford 
Law of the Jungle (Mono) M. Moreland 


Valley of the Sun (RKO) 1/14 D 7 L. Ball-J. Craig 

Young America (20th) 1/7 C 7% J. Withers-W. Tracy 
Bombay Clipper (U) 1/14 M 60 W. Gargan-I. Hervey 
Sons of the Sea (WB) M M, Redgrave-V. Hobson 
A Tragedy at Midnight (Rep) M J. Howard-M. Lindsay 














WEEK OF RELEASE 2/12/42 
The Lady Is Willing (Col) 1/28 D 93 M. Dietrich-F. MacMurray 
Western Male (Mono) w Tom Keene 
On the Sunny Side (20th) M J. Darwell-R. MacDowell 
Stagecoach Buckaroo (U) w J. Mack Brown-F. Knight 
Call Out the Marines (RKO) 1/14 C 66 YV.McLagilen-E. Lowe 
Riding the Wind (RKO) w 60 T. Holt-R. Whitney 
Dangerously They Lived (WB) M J. Garfield-R. Hussey 











WEEK OF RELEASE—2/19/42 
Shut My Big Mouth (Col) € J. E. Brown-A, Mara 
Mr. Wise Guy (Mono) M East Side Kids 
Joan of Paris (RKO) 1/7 D 93 M. Morgan-P. Henreid 
Roxy Hart (20th) D G. Rogers-A. Menjou 


What’s Cookin’, Soldier? (U) 


G. Jean-Andrews Sis 
Captains of the Clouds (WB 1/21 


MU 
M 113 J. Cagney-D. Morgan 





TRADESHOWN AND FOR FUTURE RELEASE 








The Prime Minister (WB) 9/17 RD 9% J. Gielgud-D. Wynward 
Kathleen (M-G) 11/12 D 88 §.Temple-H. Marshall 
Cadet Girl (20th) 11/12 RD 69 C,Landis-G. Montgomery 
Dr. Kildare’s Victory (M-G) 12/3 D L. Ayers-L. Barrymore 
Vanishing Virginian (M-G) 12/3 D 101 F. Morgan-K. Grayson 
Sealed Lips (U) 12/3 M 62 W. Gargan-J. Clyde 

Mr. Big Goes to Town (Par) 12/10 81 (Cartoon) 

Johnny Eager (M-G) 12/16 M 196 R. Tayor-L. Turner 
Bahama Passage (Par) 12/10 D 82 M. Carroll-S. Hayden 
The Bugte Sounds (M-G) 12/17 D 101 W. Beery-M. Main 

Land of the Open Range (RKO) 12/24 W 60 T. Holt-R. Whitey 
Thundering Hoofs (RKO) 12/31 w 60 T. Holt-R. Whitey 
Come on Danger (RKO) 12/31 WwW 58 T. Holt-F. Neal 

Kings Row (WB) 12/24 D 127 A, Sheridan-R. Cummings 
We Were Dancing (M-G) 1/21 C 93 N, Shearer-N. Coward 
Born to Sing (M-G) 1/21 MU 8&2 V. Weidler-R. McDonald 
Salute to Courage (M-G) 1/21 M 83 G. Veidt-A. Ayers 
Torpedo Boat (Par) 1/21 M 69 R. Arilen-J. Parker 

The Fleets In (Par) 1/21 MU 9 D. Lamour-W. Holden 
Fly by Night (Par) 1/21 M 174 N. Kelly-R. Carlson 
The Lady Has Plans (Par) 1/21 M 177 P. Goddard-R. Milland 
Captains of the Clouds (WB) 1/21 D 113 J. Cagney-D. Morgan 
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Les Brown- Belong’ 


Sturdy $43,000 


In Chicago; Duke Ellington Lifts 
‘Supper to 186, Balf 116 on 4th Wk. 








Chicago, Jan. 27. 


ekend openers were good 
Pin mee the loop, and even hold- 
overs did nicely. Ideal weather is 


hetnicago has a winner currently 
with the Les Brown orchestra plus 


6 Belong To Me,’ with the young- 
ae element adding to the older 
crowd which usually frequents this 
house for an excellent $43,000. In 
addition, the house is sold out on 
Thursday (29) to the American Can- 
ners for a tidy $10,000. i 

‘Ball of Fire’ continues brilliantly 
at the Palace, copping a sturdy $i1,- 
000 on its fourth stanza. ‘How Green 
Was My Valley’ is a bright mark in 
the State-Lake on its holdover at a 

20,000. 
= Ellington orchestra on the 
stage of the Oriental plus ‘Sing For 
Your Supper’ is on the bright side 
at a snappy $18,000, with Ellington 
obviously the major draw. ‘Babes 
on Broadway’ is still doing well on 
its fourth session at United Artists. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—Sundown’ (UA) and ‘Night Jan. 
16’ (Par). Moved here after two 
good weeks in the Roosevelt, good 
$5,500. Last week, ‘Birth Biues’ 
(Par), in fourth loop session, trim 
$5,100. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Belong to Me’ (Col) and Les Brown 
orchestra on stage. Big money ses- 
sion in the offing, with Brown combo 
rated powerful draw. Excellent $43,- 
000 in sight. Last week, ‘Died Boots 
On’ (WB) plus Griff Williams or- 
chestra (2d wk), sweet $31,200. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—Died Boots On’ (WB). Moved 
here from two weeks in the Chicago, 
all right at $5,000. Last week, “Thin 
Man’ (M-G), fourth loop stanza, neat 


$4,200. 
Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200; 28-44- 
55)—‘Sing for Supper’ (Col) and 


Duke Ellington orchestra on stage. 
Strictly Duke Ellington for the busi- 
ness here currently, snappy $18,000. 
Last week, ‘Bombay Clipper’ (U) and 
Laurel & Hardy in person, powerful 
$21,100. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66-75) 
—Ball Fire’ (RKO) and ‘Gay Fal- 
con’ (RKO) (4th week). An amaz- 
ing biz getter here, dropping off only 
slightly even on fourth stanza, ex- 
cellent $11,000, after topping ex- 
pectations last week at $14,500. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75) — ‘Intl Squadron’ (WB) and 
‘Body Disappears’ (WB). Good 
enough $10,000. Last week, ‘Sun- 
down’ (UA) and ‘Nite Jan. 16’ (Par) 
(2d wk), neat $9,900. 

State-Lake (B&K) 
65-75)—‘Green Valley’ (20th) (2d 
wk). After having garnered excel- 
lent business on initial week, will 
hold currently to a fine $20,000. Last 
week, same film, $26,500. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700: 35- 
55-65-75 )—‘Babes Broadway’ (M-G) 
(4th wk). Another fine week at $9,- 
500 after sock $12,300 on previous 
and third session. ‘Corsican Bros.’ 
is ready to replace, 


(2,700; 35-55- 


‘In Army’ Bangup 146 


> 





In St. Louis: ‘Corsican’ 


136; ‘Playmates’ 116) 


St. Louis, Jan. 27. | 

With new screen fare in all de 
luxers except Loew’s and the Mis- | 
sourl, the spring-like weather is | 
boosting biz this week to better than | 
average. Loew’s is showing ‘Corsican 
Brothers’ and ‘Hay Foot’ another | 
Seven days and will be near the 
town’s best. Top honors go to Fox | 
with ‘In Army Now’ and ‘Wild Bill | 
Hickok Rides.’ 


Estimates for This Week 
«~voew’s (Loew) (3,172; 30-40-44)— 
Corsican Bros.’ (UA) and ‘Hay Foot’ 
UA) (2d wk). Set for $13,000 after 
$16,500 garnered the first week. 
Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 30-40- 
0)\—‘Playmates’ (RKO) and ‘All 
Money Buy’ (RKO). Nice $11,000 or 
oo ane week, ‘Men in Life’ 
and ‘Blues j j : 
neat $10.00, s in Night’ (WB), 
Fox (F&M) (5,000; 30-40-50 )—‘Wild 
Bill Hickok Rides’ (WB) and ‘In 
ry Now’ (WB). Points to sock 
: 4,000 to lea® town. Last week, 
Through Night’ (WB) and ‘Body Dis- 
appears’ (WB), good $12,000. 
: Missouri (F&M) (3,570: 30-40-50 )-— 
a Dawn’ (Par) and ‘Men in Life’ 
me: Only $4,000, fair. Last week, 
led Boots On’ (WB) and ‘Birth 
lues’ (Par), surprise $7.500. 
a Louis (F&M) (4,000: 30-40)— 
“~ ue, ite, Perfect’ (20th) and 
oung America’ (20th). Fair $3,500. 








Last week. ‘Confirm. Deny’ (20th) 
and ‘Little Foxes’ (RKO), good $3,600. 


‘CORSICAN’ $11,000 IN 
PORT: ‘WOMAN’ LOW 56 


Portland, Ore., Jan. 27. 

Biz continues at surprisingly high 
level. ‘Corsican Brothers’ is lead- 
ing by a large margin at the Broad- 
way. “Two-Faced Woman’ is a dis- 
appointment at the United Artists, 
folks apparently feeling re-vamped 
version is tame. 

‘Hellzapoppin’ still banging over 
good returns 9n moveover to the 
Mayfair. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 35-40- 
50)—‘Corsican Bros.” (UA and Hay- 
foot?’ (UA). Great $11,000. Last 
week, ‘Hellzapoppin’ (U) and ‘Sealed 
Lips’ (U) (2d wk), second stanza was 
more than satisfactory at $8,000 and 
‘Hellz’ moved to Mayfair. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,500; 
35-40-50 )—-‘Hellzapoppin’ (U) (move- 
over) from Broadway with ‘Public 
Enemies’ (Rep) added. Nifty $4,500. 
Last week, ‘Babes Broadway’ (M-G), 
same sort of moveover, high $4,900. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,800; 35-40-50)—‘Men in Life’ 
(Col) and ‘Night Jan. 16’ (Par). 
Okay $6,000. Last week, ‘Green Val- 
ley’ (20th) and ‘Secrets Lone Wolf’ 
(Col) (3d wk), winning $5,200. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,000; 35-40-50) 
—‘Suspicion’ (RKO) (2d wk) and 
‘Perfect Snob’ (20th) (1st wk). 
Good enough $4,800 on second stanza. 
Last week, paired with ‘Unexpected 
Uncle’ (RKO), strong $8,500. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 35- 
40-50)—‘Two-Faced Woman’ (M-G). 
Single-billed but so-called trimmed 
version of Garbo film disappointing 
$5,000. Last week, ‘Appointment 
Love’ (U) and ‘Swing Soldier’ (U), 
$5,300, only fair. 


EAGER’ BIG 136 
LEADER IN K-C. 


Kansas City, Jan. 27. 
‘Johnny Eager’ as part of dual bill 
at Midland is way out in front but 
it’s a slim week for new film entries. 
Tower has Ted Weems band on stage 
with ‘Perfect Snob,’ and Weems 
combo is getting the bulk of snappy 
takings. ; 
‘Ball of Fire’ at the Orpheum in 
its fourth straight week continues to 
show profit after hefty takings in 
previous three stanzas. Uptown and 
Esquire are playing ‘Heilzapoppin’ 
for a second week, after a highly 
satisfactory initial sesh. 
Estimates for This Week . 
Esquire and Uptown (Fox-Mid- 
west) (820 and 2,043; 11-30-44)— 
‘Hellzapoppin’ (U). Second week at 
two houses is satisfactory $5,000. 
Last week, film soloed to a pleasing 
$8,800 and better than expected. 
Midland (Loew’s) (4,101; 11-30-44) 
—‘Johnny Eager’ (M-G) and ‘Blondie 
to College’ (Col). Taylor-Turner 
combo responsible for strong $13,000. 
Last week, ‘Tarzan’s Treasure’ (M-G) 
and ‘Intl. Lady’ (UA), good $8,700. 











Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 11- 
30-44)—‘In Army Now’ (WB) and 
‘Target for Tonight’ (WB). House 


began Friday openings with this bill 
in view of some stage shows ahead. 
Fair $5,000. Last week, “Through 
Night’ (WB) surprising strength for 
$9,000 in eight days. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,600; 15-40-55) 


| —‘Ball Fire’ (RKO) and ‘Date with 


Falcon’ (RKO) (4th wk). Current 
$5,500 following $24,500 in previous 
three weeks makes this the best in 
many months. 

Tower (Joffee) (2,110; 11-30-50)— 
‘Perfect Snob’ (20th) with Ted 
Weems band on stage. Snappy $9,500, 
but not big. Last “Tuxedo Junction’ 
(Rep) with variety bill on stage, so- 
so $6,000. 


‘Sundown’ Hefty $15,500 
In J. C.; ‘Laughing’ 15G 


Jersey City, Jan. 27. 

All three first-run houses are do- 
ing neat business. Loew’s, with ‘Sun- 
down’ and ‘Niagara Falls,’ is tops. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (3,205; 30-35-55)— 
‘Sundown’ (UA) and ‘Niagara Falls’ 
(UA). Great $15,500. Last week, “‘Two- 
Faced Woman’ (M-G) and ‘Mystery 
Ship’ (Col), excellent $16,000. 

Stanley (WB) (4,500; 30-35-55)— 
‘Look Laughing’ (RKO) and ‘All 
Money Buy’ (RKO). Good $15,000. 
Last week, ‘Skylark’ (Par) and ‘Body 
Disappears’ (WB), nice $15,000. 

State (Skouras) (2,200; 30-35-55)— 
‘Remember Day’ (20th) and ‘Murder 
Ring’ (Col). Slick $13,000. Last 
week, ‘Men in Life’ (Col) and ‘Con- 
firm, Deny’ (20th), fair $9,500 








First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of January 29 
Astor—‘King’s Row’ (WB) (2). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Dec. 24, 1941) 
Broadway—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(4th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Nov. 13, 1940) 
Capitol — ‘Corsican Brothers’ 
(M-G) (3d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Dec. 24, 1941) 
Criterion—‘A Yank on the 
Burma Road’ (M-G) (28). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Jan, 14) 
Globe—‘Paris Calling’ (U) (3d 
week ). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Dec. 10, 1941) 
Music Hall—‘Ball of Fire’ 
(RKO) (3d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Dec. 3, 1941) 
Paramount—‘Sullivan’s Trav- 
els’ (Par) (28). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Dec. 10, 1941) 
Rialto—‘Call Out the Marines’ 
(RKO) (2d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Jan. 14) 
Roxy—‘Son of Furv’ (20th- 
Fox) (29). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Jan. 7) 
Strand— ‘All Through the 
Night’ (WB) (2d week). 
(Reviewed in. ‘Variety,’ Dec. 3, 1941) 
Week of February 5 
Astor—‘King’s Row’ (WB) (2d 
week). 
Broadway—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(5th week). 
Capitol—‘Design for 
(M-G). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Nov. 12, 1941) 
Globe—‘Paris Calling’ (U) (4th 
week), 
Music Hall—‘Woman of the 
Year’ (M-G). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Jan. 14) 


Scandal’ 


Paramount—‘Sullivan’s Trav- 
els’ (Par) (2d week). 
Strand—‘Wild Bill Hickok 


Rides’ (WB) (6). 


‘FOXES’ SNAPPY $8,000 
MEMPHIS; ‘GESTURE’ N.G. 


Memphis, Jan. 27. 

It’s ‘Little Foxes’ all the way this 
week a first-runs hold over, and 
‘Shanghai Gesture’ flounders at 
Loew’s Palace. 

Estimates for This Week 

Warner (WB) (10-33-44)—‘Through 
Night’ (WB) (2d wk). Nice $3,500 
on h.o. after ‘*rabbing an amazing 
first-week $7,000. 

Malco (Lightman) (2,800; 10-33-44) 
—‘Little Foxes’ (RKO). Fine $8,000. 
Last week, ‘Bedtime Story’ (Col), 
$4,100, disappointing. 

State (Loew) (2,600; 10-33-44)— 
‘Johnny Eager’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Fair $3,500 after hot $7,900 last week, 
swell. 

Palace (Loew) (2,200; 10-33-44)— 














‘Shanghai Gesture’ (UA). Fairish 
$4,800; crix no like. Last week, 
‘Playmates,’ (RKO), $5,100 (eight 
days). 

Strand (Lightman) (1,000; 10-22- 
33)—‘Bahama Passage’ (Par) (2d 
run), three days; ‘Bullets O’Hara’ 
(WB) one day; and ‘Return James’ 
(20th), three days. Weak $1,300. 
Last week, ‘Keep Flying’ (U) (2d 


run), three days; ‘Don’t Get Per- 
sonal’ (U), one day; and ‘Road 
Agent’ (U), three days; $1,200, sad. 


‘Through Night’ Good $45,000, With 
N.Y. Biz Generally Strong: ‘Ball,’ 90¢ 
Holds 3d Wk.; ‘Joan,’ $20,000, Light 





General strength of Broadway 
business, aided again by another big 
weekend and favorable weather, is 
sending ‘All Through the Night’ into 
the higher brackets at $45,000 or 
close, while in the case of three hold- 
overs they will be kept another 
week rather than depart after two. 


‘Ball of Fire,’ now in its second 
week at the Music Hall, is holding 
to such a good pace at $90,000 that it 
will be kept a third. The same is 
true of ‘Corsican Brothers’ at the 
Capitol, which was to have been re- 
placed tomorrow (Thurs.), but is 
pulling so well at $30,000 or close on 
its holdover that it also remains an- 
other stanza. Likewise ‘Paris Call- 
ing,’ currently at the Globe, goes a 
third week. It went a little over 
expectations on its first stanza, get- 
ting $15,000 and is heading for a 
good second of $11,000 or over. 


“All Through the Night’ has the 
Strand stageshow of Bob Chester 
and Georgie Price for support, while 
at the Paramount, where the box- 
office has been humming, the Gene 
Krupa band gets substantial credit 
as an aid to ‘Louisiana Purchase.’ 
The Par show wound up a four-week 
engagement last night (Tues.) with 
the concluding round a big $45,000, 
only $3,060 behind the prior week. 
Due to prior commitments, ‘Pur- 
chase’ and Krupa are not held, the 
new bill today (Wed.) being ‘Sulli- 
van’s Travels’ and Glenn Miller. 


The 28-day run for ‘Purchase’ and 
the Par stageshow aggregates $245,- 
000 in gross, highest scored here on 
any one show in the 15-year history 
of the house. 


Rivoli opened ‘Joan of Paris’ 
Saturday (24) and is under expecta- 
tions at $20,000, or close. Holds over, 
but probably won’t go beyond an- 
other week, with ‘Mr. V’ to follow it. 

There’s enough business in the 
downtown area to give the little 
Rialto a nice slice of it at indicated 
big $10,000 for ‘Call Out the Marines,’ 
which will be held over. 

With ‘Birth of Blues’ second-run 
and Dick Powell on p.a. the State is 
also getting its share. Looks $23,000 
or thereabouts. Roxy, light with ‘I 
Wake Up Screaming’ on holdover of 
six days, moves in ‘Son of Fury’ to- 
morrow (Thurs.), a day ahead of 
schedule. ‘King’s Rew’ comes into 
the Astor next Monday (2) on a 
continuous policy, succeeding ‘Shang- 
hai Gesture,’ now at the theatre. 

Estimates for This Week 


Astor (Loew’s) (1,012; 35-55-85- 
$1.10-$1.25)—‘Shanghai Gesture’ 
(UA) (5th wk). Running the same 
this week (5th) at $8,000, as for 
last (4th). Gives way Monday (2) 
to ‘King’s Row’ (WB). 

Broadway (Disney) (1,895; 35-55- 
75)—‘Fantasia’ (RKO-Disney) (3d 
wk). On return engagement here at 
pop prices and continues doing well, 
this week (3d) appearing $13,000. 
| Last week (2d) was $14,500. 
| Capitol (Loew’s) (4,62C; 35-55-85- 
$1.10-$1.25)—‘Corsican Brothers’ 











Tn Army’-J. Dorsey Bonanza $27,000, : 





Cleve.; Eager’ 146, ‘Purchase 8G 1.0. 


MONT’L FULL OF H.0.S 


‘Flying’ $6,500 on 24 Wk.—Dinner’ 
5G Ditto, ‘Swamp’ 4G 
Montreal, Jan. 27. 
Three repeats and nothing special 
in the first-runs means low gross 
week currently. Palace will photo 


finish with Capitol on repeat “Keep | 


’Em Flying’ and ‘Men in Her Life.’ 
Estimates for This Week 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62)- 
‘Keep "Em Flying’ (U) (2d wk). 
Pointing to nearly $6,500 after a good 
$8,500 last week. 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62)— 
‘Men in Life’ (Col) and ‘Sing Supper’ 
(Col). Succulent $6,000. Last week, 
‘Look Laughing’ (WB) and ‘Gay Fal- 
con’ (WB), fair $5,000. 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 35-53-67)— 
‘Man to Dinner’ (WB) (2d wk). Slip- 

ing to probable $5,000 after a good 
7,500 last week. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 27-34-47)— 
‘Swamp Water’ (WB) and ‘Perfect 
Snob’ (WB). Fair $4,000. Last week, 
‘In Army Now’ (WB) and ‘Steel 
Against Sky’ (WB), average $3,800. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 30-40-60)— 
‘Corsican Bros.’ (UA) (5th wk). Still 
clicking for good $3,000 following a 
nice $3,500 last week. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,500; 30- 
40 )—‘Tradition de Minuit’and ‘Prends 
La Route.’ French fans coming in 
for this one. Neat $5,000 in sight. 
Last week, ‘Le Monde Tremblera’ 
and ‘Nitchevo,’ good $5,100. 


Cleveland, Jan. 27. 
*You’re in Army Now,’ boosted 
heavily by Jimmy Dorsey’s orchestra 
on stage, is upholding Palace’s rec- 
ord for socko grosses by running up 
another smash session this week. Biz 


trenches with ‘Johnny Eager,’ and 
sure to get moveover to Stillman. 
‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ on five- 





day h.o. is also drawing steady turn- 
over. 

Estimates for This Week 

| Allen (RKO) (3,000: 30-35-42-55 )— 


_| ‘Wolf Man’ (U) First lst-runner 
house has had in months and pulling | 
thriller-addicts heavily, fine $5,500. 


Last week, ‘One Foot Heaven’ (WB) 
(2d wk), affable $4,500. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700: 30-35-42- 
55)—‘Man to Dinner’ (WB). Held 
over five days to shift this deluxer 
into Thursday openings, smart $8,- 
000, after healthy $13.000 last round. 

Palace (RKO) (3,700; 30-35-42-55- 
663—‘In Army Now’ (WB) plus 
Jimmy Dorsey’s orch on stage. Al- 
though finding it hard to follow Cab 
Calloway and Glenn Miller, really 
bearing down for around $27.000, 
mighty nifty. Last week, ‘Rain, 
Shine’ (20th) with Cab Calloway’s 
orch, near $25,000, swell. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) 
— Johnny Eager’ (M-G). Going for 
a nice $14,000. Last week, ‘Louisiana 
Purchase’ (Par), smasho $16,000. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1,872; 30-35-42- 
55)—‘Louisiana Purchase’ (Par) (2d 
wk). Still swinging high, $8,000 in 
sight. Last week, ‘Corsican Bros.’ 
(UA) (2d wk), surprised with $6,600 








good all around, with State out of the | 


|\‘Honeymoon Three’ 





(UA) (2d wk). Holding up remark- 
ably well at $30,000 or near on hold- 
over and as result sticks another 
stanza. Initial seven days topped 
$37,000, sturdy 

Criterion (Loew’s) (1,062; 35-44-55- 
75)—Yank on Burma Road’ )M-G) 
opens here today (Wed.), supplant- 
ing ‘Mr. and Mrs. North’ (M-G) with 
few callers at less than $6,000. Be- 
hind that, ‘Pacific Blackout’ (Par) 
got only $4,000, scarlet. 


Globe (Brandt) (1,180; 28-35-55)— 
‘Paris Calling’ (U) (2d wk). Main- 
tains fine speed at $11,000 or over 
following first seven days’ take of 
$15,000. Remains a third session. 


Palace (RKO) (1,700; 28-35-44-55- 
65-75 )—‘Remember the Day’ (20th) 
and ‘Confirm or Deny’ (20th), both 
2d run. Doing fairly at $8,200. Last 
week, ‘One Foot in Heaven’ (WB) 
and ‘You’re in Army’ (WB), both 2d 
run, $8,400. 


Paramount (Par) (3,664; 35-55-85- 
99)—‘Sullivan’s Travels’ (Par) and 
Glenn Miller take command here 
this morning (Wed.) after four smash 
weeks with ‘Louisiana Purchase’ 
(Par) and Gene Krupa’s band, plus 
others. Concluding round was tooth- 
some $45,000, a neck behind prior 
(3d) week’s gross of $48,000. Dinah 
Shore, on show since Opening Dec. 
31, fell out for final stanza due to 
bad cold and Frances Faye was 
added for weekend only (Saturday- 
Sunday). 


Radio City Music Hall (Rockefel- 
lers) (5,945; 44-55-85-99-$1.65)—‘Ball 
of Fire’ (RKO) and stageshow (2d 
wk). On holdover rolling up big 
$90,000, as compared with $96,000 
first week, and thus tarries for an- 
other rubber. ‘Woman of Year’ 
(M-G) had been scheduled to come 
in tomorrow (Thurs.). 


Rialto (Mayer) (594; 28-44-55)— 
‘Call Out Marines’ (RKO). McLaglen- 
Lowe pictyre getting ’em, with tee- 
off week looking for excellent $10,- 
000. Holds over. Last week, ‘Treat 
"Em Rough’ (U) was unkind to Ar- 
thur Mayer’s little-seater, only $5,000. 

Rivoli (UA) (2,092; 35-55-75-85-99) 
—Joan of Paris’ (RKO). In the mild 
class at $20,000 or close, but profit- 
able and remains another week with 
‘Mr. V’ (UA) to follow. Final 8% 
days on fourth week of ‘Hellz’ (U) 
was $10,000, a bit lean. 


Roxy (20th) (5,886; 35-55-65-75-85) 
—I Wake Up Screaming’ (20th) and 
stage show (2d-final wk). On wash- 
up six days about $29,000, light, while 
first full week was equally moderate 
at $39,000. ‘Son of Fury’ (20th) opens 
tomorrow (Thurs.) a day ahead of 
schedule, 

State (Loew's) (3,450; 28-44-55-75- 
90-$1.10)—Birth of Blues’ (Par) (2d 
run) and Dick Powell in person, 
Combination of Powell and the pic- 
ture clicking nicely for $23,000, or 
close. Last week, ‘Skylark’ (Par) 
(2d run) and Vincent Lopez, didn’t 
reach $20,000, disappointing. 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 35-55-75-85-99) 
—All Through Night’ (WB) and Bob 
Chester orchestra, plus Georgie 
Price. Winging its way to a high 
$45,000, or not far short of it, and 
holds over. Last week, third for 
‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ (WB) 
and Jimmy Dorsey, very strong 
$40,000. 





‘La. Purchase’ Sockeroo 
$6,500 in Mild Lincoln 


Lincoln, Jan. 27. 
Purchasing of ‘Louisiana Purchase’ 
is a heart warmer this week, soaring 
to the best take in seven days this 
year. 
Estimates for This Week 


Colonial (Monroe-Noble-Federer) 
(750; 10-15-20)—‘Rags to Riches’ 
(Rep) and ‘Range War’ (Par) split 


with ‘Here Comes Happiness’ (WB) 
and ‘Sierra Sue’ (Rep). Good $900. 
Last week, ‘Missouri Outlaw’ (Rep) 
and ‘Calling Husbands’ (WB) split 
with ‘Man Cheyenne’ (Rep) and 
(WB), around 
$800, not bad. 

Lincoln (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,503; 


10-30-44) — ‘Louisiana Purchase’ 
(Par). A honey $6,500 or better, 
sensational. Last week, ‘Johnny 


Eager’ (M-G), oke, $3,400. 

Nebraska (JHC-Par) (1,236: 10-20- 
28)—‘Burma Convoy’ (U) and ‘Un- 
holy Partners’ (M-G). Light $1,090. 
Last week, ‘Dive Bomber’ (WB) and 
‘Don’t Get Personal’ (U), fairly good, 
$1,700. 

State (Noble-Federer) (986; 10-20- 
28)—‘Go Collegiate’ (Mono) and 
‘Four Jacks, Jill’ (RKO). So-so, 
$900 in five days: Last week, ‘Sail- 
ors Leave’ (Rep) and ‘Doctors Don’t 
Tell’ (Rep). four days, $700, slow. 

Stuart (JHC-Par) (1,884; 10-30-44) 
-—‘Remember Day’ (20th). Slim $3,- 
000. Last week, ‘Swamp Water’ 
(20th), bogged down to $2,900. 


Varsity (N-F) (1,100; 10-30-44)— 
‘Texas’ (Col). Around $2,700, okay. 
|Last week, ‘Belong te Me’ fol), 


good $3.200 
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Calloway- Scandal 





$22,000 in Pitt.: 





‘Suspicion 156, ‘Valley’ 846 on 4th 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 27. | 

Talk of town continues to be the} 
amazing biz of ‘How Green Was My | 
Valley’ at Fulton. Now in fourth | 
week, the picture is easing a bit but| 
still in the chips. Breaking every | 
existing record for dough and at-| 
tendance at the Fulton. 

Stanley’s going for another strong! 
session with Cab Calloway and ‘De- | 
sign for Scandal’ while Penn, with | 
‘Suspicion,’ will be hovering around 
the same okay figure for the third 
week in row. ‘Bedtime Story’ lift- 
ing Senator above house’s recent 
sluggishness. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 30-50)— 
‘Green Valley’ (20th) (4th wk.). Lit- 
tle or no let-up in this click, which 
is already house’s smash hit of all 
time. Close to $8,500, slick profit, as 
against $9,500 last week. This means 
nearly $45,000 on the run already. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 30-40- 
50)—‘Suspicion’ (RKO). Hitchcock 
thriller late coming here but N. Y. 
critics’ praise of Joan Fontaine’s per- | 
formance is helping. Looks 





like | 
pretty close to $15,000 smash, and | 
exactly the figure Penn’s previous 
two films, ‘Johnny Eager’ (M-G), 
last week, and ‘Corsican Bros.’ (UA), 
before that, have done. 

Ritz (WB) (800; 30-40-50)—‘Corsi- 
can Bros.’ (UA) (3d wk.). Another 
spot that’s struck a level for move- 
over films coming here via the usual | 
Penn-to-Warner-to-Ritz route. Nice} 
$2,600. Last week, $2,700 for ‘Babes 
Broadway’ (M-G). 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 30-40-50) 
—‘Bedtime Story’ (Col). Although 
comedy drew mixed notices, going 
to neat $6,000, not quite enough to 
hold. Last week, ‘Paris Cailing’ (U) 
at $3,000. sad but around what this 
house has been getting. 


Stanley (WB) (3,800; 30-44-60-66) 
—Design Scandal’ (M-G) and Cab 
Calloway band. Cab has always 
been a big fave at this spot and cur- 
rently is headed for good $22,000. 
Pidgeon’s draw currently more 
potent than usual with his ‘Green| 
Valley’ running so healthily a cou- 
ple of blocks away. Last week, Phil | 
Spitalny band and ‘All Through! 
Night’ (WB), strong $23,000. 





Warner (WB) (2,000; 30-40-50)— 
‘Johnny Eager’ (M-G) (2d _wk.).| 
Brought here from Penn, $5,000, | 


same as last week’s ‘Corsican Broth- | 
ers’ (UA), which also came over 
from Penn. 


‘Boots On’ Crisp $11,000 
In Seattle; ‘Remember’ 











$8,000, ‘Corsican’ Big 3d 





Seattle, Jan. 27. 

Biggest campaign is for ‘They Died 
With Boots,’ currently at the Or- 
pheum, where it’s single-featured 
and easily tops in town. ‘Remember 
the Day,’ the other major new opus, 
at the Fifth Ave., also is big. Other- 
wise it’s holdovers or moveovers. 
Liberty with ‘Corsican Brothers’ is 
sturdy on its third week. ‘Louisiana 
Purchase’ is still making coin on its 
fourth stanza at the Music Box. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(800; 30-40-58)—‘Suspicion’ (RKO) 
and ‘Unexpected Uncle’ (RKO) (2d 
wk). Big $3,700, after playing the 
Fifth Avenue. Last week, ‘Babes 
Broadway’ (M-G) augmented by 
shorts, good $3,300. : 

Coliseum (H-E) (1,900; 23-40)— 
‘Started With Eve’ (U) and ‘Intl. 
Squadron’ (WB) (2d run). Good $3,- 
200. Last week, ‘Thin Man’ (M-G) 
and ‘Skylark’ (Par) (2d run), nifty 
enough, $3,400. . 


Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349: 30-40- 
58)—‘Remember Tay’ (20th) and 
‘Gentleman at Heart’ (20th). Trim 


$8,000. Last week, ‘Suspicion’ (RKO) 

and ‘Unexpected Uncle’ (RKO), 

grand $9,200. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1.650: 30-40-58)— 
‘Corsican Bros.” (UA) and ‘Miss 
Polly’ (UA) (3d wk). Paced for 
swell $6,800. Last week, same pair 
dusted off big $7,200. 

Music Box (H-E) (850: 30-40-58) — 
‘La. Purchase’ (Par) (4th wk). Ex- 
cellent $4,000. Last week, landed 
wonderful $4,700. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600: 30-40-58 )— 
*Died With Boots On’ (WB). Great 
$11,000. Last week, ‘Appointment 
Love’ (U) and ‘Don’t Get Personal’ 
(U), $5,600, mild. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350: 23-35- 
50-68)—‘Road Happiness’ (Mono) 

lus vaude. Good $6,800. Last week, 

elody Lane’ (U) and ‘District At- 
torney Carter Case’ (Rep) and 
vaude, just above average, $6.900. 

Paramount (H-E) (3.039: 30-40-58) 
—Swamp Water’ (20th) and ‘Glam- 
our Boy’ (Par) (2d wk). Solid $5,- 

00. Last week, same duo, wonder- 
ul $9,700. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 23-40)— 
‘Feminine Touch’ (M-G) and ‘Rise, 
Shine’ (20th) (2d run). Fine $3,500. 
Last week, ‘Wake Up Screamin:’ 


| (WB) (2d run), surprising $3,000. 


jing business last week, grosses here 


lout the jitterbugs after hanging up 


|loop is sound with holdovers. 


;new coupling this week 


a ore 


(20th) and ‘Lydia’ (UA) (2d run), | 
big $3,800. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 20- | 
30)—‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G) and Father | 


Takes Wife’ (RKO) (2d run). Go-| 
ing for big $3,200. Last week, ‘Citizen 
Kane’ (RKO) and ‘Law Tropics’ | 


Valley’ $19,000 
For Third Det. 
Wk.: Foxes’ 176 


» 


“ 





| show 





Detroit, Jan. 27. 


after record-break- | 


Settling back 


will continue above average this 
week. Odd factor in the set-up here is 
that the Fox, going into a third week 
with ‘How Green Was My Valley’ 
and ‘Gentleman at Heart,’ is the first 
bill held over in that 5,000-seater for 
three sessions. since ‘Cockeyed 
World’ in 1929 and probably will top 
current bills. 
Michigan, which still is sweeping 


a new record of $55,900 last week 
with Glenn Miller orch and ‘Sulli- 
van’s Travels,’ money top for the 
house. Because of present price 
levels this is possible while leaving 
attendance record still held by Bob 
Hope. It’s in the running now with 
‘Little Foxes’ and ‘In the Army 
Now.’ Also well up there, despite 
unfavorable reviews, are ‘Two-Faced 
Woman’ and ‘Dr. Kildare’s Victory’ 
at the United Artists. The rest of the 


Estimates for This Week 


Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 40-55-65) 
—‘40,000 Horsemen’ (Indie) (2d wk) 
and ‘Sealed Lips’ (U). Former has a 
with nice 
$6,500 in sight. Last week, ‘40,000 
Horsemen’ (Indie) and ‘Murder 
Ring’ (Col), choice $7,500. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 40-55- 
65)—‘Green Valley’ (20th) and 
‘Gentleman at Heart’ (20th) (3d wk). 
First triple stretch this house has en- 
joyed in 13 years and still strong at 
$19,000 after $26,000 last week and 
sock $30,000 on first. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
40-55-65)—Little Foxes’ (RKO) and 
‘In Army Now’ (WB). Oke $17,000. 
Last week, ‘Sullivan’s Travels’ (Par) 
and Glenn Miller orch on stage, new 
house mark with $55,900. 


Hawkins-Inkspots Plus 
‘Scandal’ $15,000, Omaha 


Omaha, Jan. 27. 
Erskine Hawkins band plus the 
Four Ink Spots and ‘Design for 


| Scandal’ at the Orpheum are going 


for one of the best weeks this sea- 
Prices upped at this house and 


son. 

| will stand for all stage shows, ‘They 
Died with Their Boots On’ single- 
featured at the Brandeis will do a 
smash $6,000 while ‘Hellzapoppin’ 
'and ‘Cadet Girl’ at the Omaha will 
show a rise to $9,800. ‘How Green 
Was My Valley’ third week plus 


‘Unfinished Business’ second week at 
the Paramount is good for $8,000 at 
least, fine business. 
Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 20-40- 
50-65)—Erskine Hawkins and Four 
Ink Spots on stage plus ‘Design 
Scandal’ (M-G). Slick $15,000 or 
more. Last week, Ted Weems stage 
plus ‘Swamp Water’ (20th), 
big $14,200. 

Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 10- 


25-35-40) —‘Died Boots On’ (WB). 
Big $6,000. Last week, ‘Playmates’ 
(RKO) and ‘Confessions Blackie’ 
(Col), nice $5,200. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 10-30- 
44)—‘Hellzapoppin’ (U) and ‘Cadet 
'Girl’ (20th). Bangup $9,800. Last 


| week, ‘Unfinished Business’ (U) and 


‘Among Living’ (Par), pretty good 
$8,600. 

Paramount (Tristates) (3,000; 
30-44)—Green Valley’ (20th) 
wk) and ‘Unfinished Business’ 
(moveover from Omaha). Nice 
$8,200. Last week, ‘Green Valley’ (2d 
wk) and ‘Hay Foot’ (UA), good 
$7,900. 

State (Goldberg) (900; 25-35)— 
‘Birth Blues’ (Par) and ‘Aldrich 
President’ (Par) split with ‘Unholy 
Partners’ (M-G) and ‘Night of Jan. 
16° (Par), around $1,000. Last week, 
‘Feminine Touch’ (M-G) and ‘Sus- 
picion’ (RKO) split with ‘Lydia’ 
(UA) and ‘Chocolate Soldier’ (M-G), 
trim $1,100 aided by weekly amateur 
stage show. 


‘Ball of Fire’ Torrid 
$16,000 in Okay Cincy; 
‘Corsican Bros.’ $10,000 


Cincinnati, Jan. 27. 

Sizziing take of ‘Ball Of Fire’ at 
the Albee is upping general down- 
town biz several notches over last 
week. Palace is on the right side 
with ‘Corsican Brothers’ and ‘Sun- 
down’ is giving the Grand a good 
week. Of the holdovers, ‘Man to 
Dinner’ is sturdy in its fourth week 
at the Capitol. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 33-40-50)— 
‘Ball Fire’ (RKO). Smash $16,000. 
Last week, ‘Bedtime Story‘ (Col), 
tame $8,500. 


10- 
(3d 
(U) 








Palms-State (United Detroit) 
(3,000; 40-55-65)—‘Sullivan’s Travels’ 
|(Par) (2d*wk) and ‘Babes Broad- 
| way’ (M-G) (4th wk). Coupling the 
tops from both the United Artists 
and Michigan last week, adds up to 
a nifty $8,000. Last week, ‘Foot in 
Heaven’ (WB) and ‘Target Tonight’ 
| (WB), big $12,000. 





| United Artists (United Detroit) | 
| (2,000; 40-55-65) — ‘Two-Faced 

|} Woman’ 

itory’ (M-G). Strong $11,500. Last 


| week, ‘Babes Broadway’ (M-G) and 
| ‘Night Jan. 16’ (Par) (3d wk), steady 
| $8,500. 





Public Enemies’ Plus 
Masters-Raye Terrif 


$13,000 in 4 Days, B’klyn 








Brooklyn, Jan. 27. 
Principal attention-getter is the 
Fabian Fox with ‘Louisiana Pur- 


chase’ and ‘Devil Pays Off’ rolling 
up heavy gross. Fabian Paramount 
trailing with ‘Man Who Came to 
Dinner’ and ‘Secrets of Lone Wolf,’ 
second week. 

Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,274: 30-40-50- 
55)—“Remember Day’ (20th) and 
‘Confirm or Deny’ (20th) (2d wk). 


Okay $15,000. Last week, good $17,- 


500. 
Fox (Fabian) (4,023; 30-40-50-55) 
— Louisiana Purchase’ (Par) and 


‘Devil Pays Off’ (Rep). Terrific $22,- 
000. Last week, ‘Blues in Night’ 
(WB) and ‘Night Jan. 16’ (Par), fair 
$15,000. 

Met (Loew’s) (3,618; 30-40-50-55) 
—Pulham’ (M-G) and ‘Tarzan’s 
Treasure’ (M-G). Good $15,000. 
Last week, “Two-Faced Woman’ (M- 
G) and ‘Unholy Partners’ (M-G), 
mild $15,000. 

Paramount (Fabian) (4,126: 30-40- 
50-55)—‘Man to Dinner’ (WB) and 
‘Secrets Wolf’? (Col) (2d wk). Splen- 
= $16,500. Last week, sturdy $25,- 

0. 

Strand (WB) (2,800; 30-40-50-55)— 
‘Public Enemies’ (Rep) and stage 
show featuring Martha Raye and 
Frankie Masters’ orchestra. Strong 
$13,000 for four days. Last week, 
‘Stork Pays Off’ (Col) and stage 
show with Eddie Duchin’s orchestra, 
meagre $8,000 for same run 





Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 33-40-50)— 
|‘Man to Dinner’ (M-G) (4th wk.). 
Strong $5,500. Last week (3d), ex- 
cellent $6,500, after $19,500 in 
two weeks, 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-28)— 
‘Flying Cadets’ (U) and ‘Ellery 
| Queen Murder Ring’ (Col), split with 


‘Stagecoach Buckaroo’ (U) and 
‘Come Marines’ (Mono). Good $2,- 
100. Last week, ‘Marry  Boss’| 


(M-G) and ‘Kildare’s Vic- | Daughter’ (20th) and ‘Outlaws Des-| 


jert’ (Par), divided with ‘Great Guy’ 
| (PRC) and ‘Sierra Sue’ (Rep), about 
| same. 

Grand (RKO) (1,430; 30-40-50)— 
‘Sundown’ (UA). Good $6,500. Last 
week, ‘Pulham’ (M-G) (2d dun), fair 
$4,000. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 33-40-50)— 
‘Johnny Eager’ (M-G). Moveover 
from Palace for second stanza on 
main stem. Fair $4,000. Last week, 
| ‘Died Boots On’ (WB) (2d run), ditto. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,40 33-40-50)— 
‘Died Boots On’ (WB). Second trans- 
|fer for third downtown week. Mild 
| $2,800. 


(M-G) (moveover), okay $3,500. 











| Palace (RKO) (2,600; 33-40-50)— 
|‘Corsican Bros.’ (UA). All right 


| $10,000. Last week, ‘Johnny Eager’ 
| (M-G), about the same. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 33-44-60)— 
‘Kildare’s Victory’ (M-G) and ‘Bow- 
ery Follies’ stage unit. Satisfactory 
$13,000. Last week, ‘Go West’ (Col) 
and Ted Lewis band, hotsy $14,500. 





McCoy-‘Havana’ Robust 
$16,000, Leader in Mpls, 


Minneapolis, Jan. 27. 

Ideal theatre weather continues to 
prove the most effective tonics local 
grosses have had in a year. For 
nearly three weeks now, after a 
stretch of below-zero temperatures, 
balmy weather has prevailed. 

Orpheum has strong combo with 
Clyde McCoy’s band and ‘Weekend 
in Havana,’ making easily the town’s 
leader. ‘The Little Foxes’ is also 
sturdy at the State. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 17-28)— 
‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th) and ‘Jail 
House Blues’ (U). Headed for good 
$1,600 in five days. Last week, ‘Man 
at Large’ (20th) and ‘Go West’ (Col), 
split with ‘No Man Her Own’ (Par) 
(reissue) and ‘Stick to Guns’ (Par), 








first | 


Last week, ‘Babes Broadway’ | 





first-run, big $2,300 in nine days, 
with Carole Lombard reissue ac- 
counting for most. 

Century (P-S) . (1,600; 28-39-44 )— 
‘Died Boots On’ (WB) (2d _ wk). 
Moved here from State, fairly good 
$3,000. Last week, ‘Yank R.A.F. 
(20th) (2d wk), big $5,500 after 
great $11,000 first week at State. 


Gopher (P-S) (998; 28)—‘Wild 
Geese’ (20th). Nice $3,300. Last 
week, ‘Pacific Blackout’ (Par), oke 
$2,900. 


Orpheum (P-S) (2,800; 39-44-55)— 
‘Weekend Havana’ (20th) and Clyde 
McCoy band on stage. McCoy a lo- 
cal favorite and fine all-around show, 
Big $16,000. Last week, ‘Two-Faced 
Woman’ (M-G), good $7,000. 

State (P-S) (2,300; 28-39-44)— 
‘Little Foxes’ (RKO). Bette Davis’ 
drag, the stage play’s fine impres- 
sion here and praises heaped on 
film, helping to a nice $7,000. Last 
week, ‘Died Boots On’ (WB), good 
$8,000, although under expectations. 

Uptown (Par) (1,100; 28-39)—‘Sun 
Valley’ (20th). First neighborhood 
showing. Trim $3,000. Last week, 
‘Suspicion’ (RKO), big $3,200. 

World (Par-Steffes) (350; 28-39-44- 
55)—Yank R.A.F.’ (20th) (3d wk 
downtown). Still going strong at 
$2,500. Last week, ‘New Wine’ (UA), 
sad $1,000. 


‘J. EAGER’ 13446 
IN TRIM BALTO 


Baltimore, Jan. 27. 

Business continues bango here 
with populous weekend enough to 
provide ample margin for the re- 
maining playing days to register 
satisfying totals. Those extra 200,000 
people reported to have been at- 
tracted here by defense activity to 
boost this town into a million popu- 
lation must be movie-minded judg- 
ing by bullish b.o. results. 

Currently the combo Hipp has a 
solid session for ‘Dr. Kildare’s Vic- 
tory,’ thanks largely to the stage 
lineup headed by the Lou Breese 
orch and Three Stooges. Also big is 
‘Johnny Eager’ at Loew’s Century. 
Rest of town, mostly in h.o., is hold- 








to Dinner’ extra strong at the 
Stanley. 

Estimates for This Week 
Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000: 17- 


28-44 )—‘Johnny Eager’ (M-G). Grand 


$15,500. Last week, ‘Tarzan’s Treas- 
j}ure’ (M-G), surprised with solid 
$12,900. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 


17-25-28-39-44-55-66)—‘Kildare’s Vic- 





tory’ (M-G). Leaning heavily on 
stage portion headed by Three 
Stooges and Lou Breese and orch 
Should reach whammo $17,000. Last 
| week, ‘Bedtime Story’ (Col) plus 
vaude, nice $13,700. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2.406; 17- 


28-33-39-44)—‘Hold Dawn’ (Par) (2d 
wk). Holding up nicely to indicated 
$9.500 after okay $11,800 on initial 
round. 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 
|‘Among .Living’ (Par). 
$4,000. 
(M-G) fared well at $4,900. 

New (Mechanic) (1,581; 17-28-35- 
44)—‘Green Valley’ (20th) (5th wk). 
Still strong at $3,500 after ringing 
the bell with a rousing $34,000 for 
the previous four weeks played. 
Really important dough in this 
limited seater. 


20-40 )— 
All right 





| 
}ing extra strong at regular prices 
| after big three-week stay at nearby 
| Stanley at slightly upped scale. 
Strong $5,500 after okay $6,800 on 
first try. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280: 17-28-40-55) 
—‘Man to Dinner’ (WB) (2d wk). 


Continuing in rosy fashion, $13,000, 
after booming $15,400 on opening 
sesh. 

Times (Baker) (740; 17-28-39)— 
| ‘Honolulu Lu’ (Col). Fairish $2,000. 
Last week, ‘Steel Against Sky’ (WB) 
n.s.g. $1,300. 


‘Remember Day’ $12,000 
Top Grosser in Denver 


Denver, Jan. 27. 

‘Remember the Day,’ heading the 
dual bill at the Denver, is bringing 
in the most money here, but the out- 
standing showing is being made by 
‘Louisiana Purchase.’ Bob Hope’s 
latest starrer is doing land-office biz 
at the Denham on its fourth week 
coupled with ‘Pacific Blackout,’ in 
for second sesh. Being pulled only 
because films backed up. ‘Ball of 


(Continued on page 13) 











ing solidly, with ‘The Man Who Came | 


Last week, ‘Unholy Partners’ | 


Roslyn (Levin) (800; 17-25-40-55)— | 
‘Sgt. York’ (WB) (2d wk). Continu- | 


ull. Travels’-James-O'Brien Smash 
$37,000 in Hub; Woman’ 3716, 2 Spots 


9° 
Car 


Boston, Jan 

Boom trade all Over town this 
week, with the Metropolitan leadq- 
ing by a mile and cashing in on per- 
sonal appearance of Pat O’Brien and 
Harry James band plus ‘Sullivan’s 
Travels. ‘Ball of Fire’ is plenty 
spiffy in its fourth week. Glen 
Gray’s band plus Connie Bosw =]! on 
stage at the RKO-Boston is another 
winner. “Two-Faced Woman’ at the 
Orpheum and State is rolling up the 
best total for two houses this week, 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 30-44-55-65) 
—‘Call Out Marines’ (RKO) and 
Glen Gray orch plus Connie Bos- 


well. Will hit around $20,000, very 
good. Last week, ‘Paris Calling’ (U) 
and ‘Folie Internationale’ unit on 


stage, $18,500. 


Fenway (M&P) (1,373; 30-40-44-55) 
—Look Laughing’ (RKO) and ‘Down 
San Diego’ (M-G). Aiming at 
$6,500, nice. Last week, ‘Confirm, 
Deny’ (20th) and ‘Harvard, Here I 
Come’ (Col), $5,000, mild. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 30- 
40-44-55)——Ball Fire’ (RKO) and 
‘Obliging Young Lady’ (RKO) (4th 
wk) (8 days). Big $16,000 in eight 
days. Third week for same combo, 
$19,000. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 35-55- 
75)—'‘Sullivan’s Travels’ (Par) and 
stage show with Harry James orch 
and Pat O’Brien. Flirting with 
socko $37,000. Last week, “Through 
Night’ (WB) and ‘Marry Boss’ 
Daughter’ (20th), $18,000, okay. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 30-40-44- 
55)—'Two-Faced Woman’ (M-G) and 
‘Confessions Boston Blackie’ (Col). 
Staunch $21,000. Last week, ‘Sun- 
down’ (UA) and ‘Secrets Lone Wolf’ 
(Col), $18,000, good. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,800; 30-40- 
44-55)—'Look Laughing’ (RKO) and 
‘Down San Diego’ (M-G). Near 
$11,500, very good. Last week, ‘Con- 
firm, Deny’ (20th) and ‘Harvard, 
Here I Come’ (Col), $10,000, oke. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 30-40-44-55) 
—Two-Faced Woman’ (M-G) and 
‘Confessions Boston Blackie’ (Co!). 
Heading for $16,500, big. Last week, 
‘Sundown’ (UA) and ‘Secrets Lone 
Wolf’ (Col), $14,000. 

Transiux (Translux) 
44)—‘Bombay Clipper’ 
A. Carter Case’ (Rep). Close to 
$4,000, okay. Last ween, ‘Riot 
Squad’ (Mono) and ‘Big Boss’ (Col), 
$3,300. 





(900; 17-28- 
(U) and ‘D. 





Cooper -Stanwyck Hot 
$9,000, L’ville; ‘Belong’ 
Plus ‘Tarzan’ Ditto 106 





Louisville, Jan. 27. 
Mild weather, following recent 
cold spell, is important item in up- 
turn in biz. ‘Ball of Fire’ at the 
Rialto, and “Tarzan’s Secret Treas- 
ure’ at Loew’s State are in the im- 
portant money, while moveover of 


| ‘Bugle Sounds’ at the Brown is con- 
| tinuing to reap the shekels. 

Town is back to film shows only, 
now that the National has closed, 
| with the exception of an occasional 
| road show or concert at Memorial 
| Auditorium. 
| Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Fourth Avenue-Loew’s) 
(1,400; 15-30-40)—“Bugle Sounds’ (M- 
G) and ‘Intl. Lady’ (Col). Currently 
| pacing for swell $4,000 on moveover. 
| Last week, ‘Babes Broadway’ (M- 
|G) and ‘Mr., Mrs. North’ (M-G), 
copped fine $3,000 on second move- 

over stanza and third downtown 
| week, 

Kentucky (Switow) 
40)—‘Look Laughing’ 
‘Small Town Deb’ (20th). Satisfac- 
tory $1,400. Last week, ‘Texas’ 
(Col) and ‘Ladies Retirement’ (Col), 
split with ‘Three Girls’ (Col) and 
‘Great Guns’ (20th), good $1,500 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,300; 15- 
30-40)—‘Tarzan’s Treasure’ (M-G) 
and ‘Belong to Me’ (Col). Looks 
like house in for another good 
week, fine $10,000. Last week, 
‘Bugle Sounds’ (M-G) and ‘Intl. 
Lady’ (Col), had benefit of premiere, 
with p.a. of Wallace Beery, and ter- 
rific exploitation campaign, ringing 
$14,000. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
15-30-46)—‘In Army Now’ (WB). 
Not up to the mark in compari- 
son with heavy grosses of last month 
or so, single film pointing to me- 
dium $3,000. Last week, ‘Died Boots 
On’ (WB) (3d wk), excellent $3,000. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (1,000; 15- 
30-40)—‘Ball Fire’ (RKO) and ‘Dist. 
Attorney Carter Case’ (Rep). Off to 
a fast start and fine $9,000. Last 
week, ‘Green Valley’ (20th) and ‘Ca- 
det Girl’ (20th), sweet $12,000. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 15- 
30-40)—‘Gentleman at Heart’ (20th) 
and ‘Obliging Young Lady’ (RKO) 
Light $2,500. Last week, ‘Paris Call- 
|ing’ (U) and ‘Melody Lane’ (U) 
| healthy $4,000. 


(1,200; 15-30- 
(RKO) and 


is 
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Frisco Tilts Admish Scales: ‘Boots 


P ; |—'Keep ’Em Flying’ (WB) and ‘Steel! 
L/ | Against Sky’ (WB) (2d wk). This 
0 e Z C dual has been doing great weekend 
9 , / | 





San Francisco, Jan. 27. 
Most important news this week is 
the boosting of first-run admish 
After 5 p.m., tap at all ex- 


scales. 
cepting the Golden Gate is upped 
from 50c. to 55c., including tax. Gate 
jumps a dime to 65c., which actually 
solidifies the upped scale inaugurated 
four weeks ago for ‘Ball of Fire.’ 

Kid prices go from 17c. to an even 
20c. Service men and juniors, for- 
merly 24c. mats and 28c, at night, 
are now 25c. mats and 35c, evenings. 

Strongest new entries this week 
are ‘They Died ‘With Their Boots On’ 
at the Fox and ‘Hellzapoppin’ at the 
Orpheum. Golden Gate is riding a 
fourth week with ‘Ball of Fire’ to 
okay biz, with a new stage show 
using Jan Garber’s band. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-55)— 
‘Died With Bocts On’ (WB). Soloing 
with the new price scale, nifty $21,- 
000. best in town. Last week (8 
days), ‘Johnny Eager’ (M-G) and 
‘Devil Pays Off’ (Rep), okay $19,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 44-55- 
65)—'Ball Fire’ (RKO) (4th wk), and 
Jan Garber on stage (Ist wk). Sock 
$15,000. First time a film has gone 
this long here since ‘Snow White,’ 
which went five sessions. Last week 
(3d), big $16,500. 


Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,440; 35- 
40-55) — ‘Hellzapoppin’ (U) and 
‘Queen Murder Ring’ (Col). Packing 
’em in here for a big $15,500, best 
biz at this house in more than a 
month. Last week, ‘Wolf Man’ (U), 
and ‘Never Give Sucker Break’ (U), 
around $10,000, fair. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2.470: 35-40- 
55)—Through Night’ (WB) and 
‘Steel Against Sky’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Holding up fairly well at $11,000. Last 
week (1st), nice $17,000. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,475; 35-40- 
55)—Johnny Eager’ (M-G) and 
‘Devil Pays Off’ (Rep) (moveover). 
Better than average $6,000. Last 
week, ‘Design Scandal’ (M-G) and 
‘Kildare’s Victory’ (M-G) (move- 
overs), oke $5,500. 


United Artists (UA-Blumenfeld) 
(1.100; 35-40-55)—‘Corsican Bros.’ 
(UA) and ‘Fiesta’ (UA) (5th wk). 
Still coasting along nicely for $4,500. 
Last week (4th), $5,000. s 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,650; 35-40-55) 
—Remember Day’ (20th) and ‘Right 


to Heart’ (20th). Nice $16,000. Last 
week (3d), ‘Green Valley’ (20th), 


terrif $10,000 in eight days. 


‘Swamp Water’ $12,000 
For Providence; Garbo 
1456, ‘Ball’ 9G in 4th 


Providence, Jan. 27 
“Ball of Fire’ is piling up a torrid 
fourth week and may stay for a fifth 


at the RKO Albee. Building stead- 





performances hereabouts by making 
more money in subsequent weeks 
than it did in its earlier stages. ‘How 
Green Was My Valley’ is also reap- 
‘ng a harvest in its third downtown 
week 

Banning of ‘Two-Faced Woman’ 
the first time released here apparent- 
ly aroused considerable interest in 
its reissue and it is doing nicely at 
Loew’s State. Majestic’s ‘Swamp 
Water’ also building. 

Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (2,200: 28-39-50)— 





| Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
Last Week .+.. $2,009,700 
(Based on 28 cities, 191 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, tncluding 
Bi. aod 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year...... .-..» $1,758,600 
(Based on 25 cities, 169 theatres) 


BALL’ $13,000. 























Buffalo, Jan. 27. 

Snappy biz has subsided somewhat 
currently though takings are still 
strong. ‘Ball of Fire’ at the Century 
is heading for a new record, easily 
the top grosser in town. Holdovers 
of ‘How Green Was My Valley’ and 
‘Johnny Eager’ at the Buffalo and 
Hipp respectively are mighty sub- 
stantial. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-55)— 
‘Green Valley’ (20th) (2d wk). Still 
nice going near $10,000. Last week, 
same film, sock $18,000. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 35-55) 
—‘Johnny Eager’ (M-G) and ‘Mr.. 
Mrs. North’ (M-G) (2d wk). Still 
grabbing potent money, more than 
$9,500. Last week, same combo, 
smashy $17,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100: 30-45)—‘In 
Army Now’ (WB) and ‘Mercy Island’ 
(Rep). Neat $8,000. Last week, 
‘Died Boots On’ (WB) (2d run) («8 
days), gratifying $8,200. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-44) 
—‘Three Girls’ (Col) and ‘Mystery 
| Ship’ (Col). So-so $6,500. Last week, 





|‘Never Give Sucker Break’ (U) and 
|‘Flying Cadets’ (U), nice enough 
| $7,300 

20th Century (Ind) (3,000; 30-55) 
—Ball Fire’ (RKO). Should corral 


best marker here in years, probably 
sockeroo $18,000. Last week, ‘Sus- 
picion’ (RKO) (2d wk), satisfactory 
$7,500. 


‘VALLEY’ $25,000 SETS 








Newark, 
Attendance is powerful 
town this week. Proctor’s, 
Green Was My Valley,’ 
'grab a thundering gross, best 
in some time. The $25,000 in 
means a new house record. 
Loew’s, showing ‘Sundown’ 
‘Niagara Falls,’ is strong, and the 
Branford, holding ‘Keep ’Em Flying,’ 
continues to do bangup trade. 


Estimates for This Week 


Jan. 27. 
all over 
with ‘How 


here 
sight 


| Adams (Indie) (2,000: 95-35-50-60) | Word-of-mouth helping to good $15.,- 
ily, the film is contradicting the usual | 


—‘Perfect 


Duchin’s 


Snob’ (20th) plus Eddy 
band and Stapletons on 


BUFF. RECORD 


NEW NEWARK RECORD. 


stage Fine $16,500 Last week, 
‘Stork Pays Off’ (Col) and Harry 
James orchestra, neat $15,000. 


Branford (WB) (2,800; 28-38-44-55) 


biz, nice $13,000 on second 
Last week. terrific $18.000 
| Capitol (WB) (1,200: 20-28-39-44)~— 


sesh 


|‘Smilin’ Through’ (M-G) and ‘New 
| York Town’ (Par). Fair $2,600. 
;}Last week, ‘Nothing But Truth’ 


| (Par) and ‘Belong to Me’ (Col), mild 
| $2,200. 

Little (Indie) (300: 33-39-55)—°40.- 
000 Horsemen’ (Indie) (2d wk). 
| Dandy $2,700, neat profit. Last week, 
| walloping $3,700. 
| Paramount (Adams-Par) (2.000: 
| 30-35-44-55)—‘La. Purchase’ (Par) 
| (4th wk) and ‘Among Living’ (Par). 
| Latter feature began last week. $8.- 
‘000 on fourth stanza. Last week. 
$10,000, with ‘Carter Case’ 
supporting feature. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (2,400: 28-44-60) — 





(Rep) as 


‘Green Valley’ (RKO) and ‘Moon 
Over Shoulder’ (20th) plus five-act 
vaude program, Monday and Tues- 
|day evenings. Proctor’s has upped 


its evening and weekend admission | 
|prices. Sockeroo $25,000, a house| 
record, aided by price tilt. Last week | 
| ‘Look Laughing’ (RKO) and ‘All 
Money Buy’ (RKO), and usual vaude | 
nice $14,500. | 


nice ! 


| State (Goew’s) (2,600: 28-33-44-55) 
—Sundown’ (UA) and ‘Niagara 
Falls’ (UA). Good $15,000. Last | 
week, ‘Two-Faced Woman’ (M-G)| 


and ‘Mystery Ship’ 
$15,000. 


‘Bugle Sounds’ $18,000 


(Col), 





stem this week as a flock of topnotch- 
ers hold over. ‘Sergeant York,’ in 
second week at Earle, may edge into 
top spot over the lone 
‘Bugle Sounds,’ at Capitol. 

‘Ball of Fire,’ in its fourth sesh at 
Keith’s, still is a sizzler. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 28-39-44-66) 
—‘Bugle Sounds’ (M-G), plus stage 
show with Paul Gerrits, others. Will 
get enough regular Beery fans to 
reach okay $18,000. Last week, ‘Kil- 





dare’s Victory’ (M-G), plus vaude, 
light $15,500. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 28-44)— 
‘Babes Broadway’ (M-G) (move- 
over). Good $6,000. Last week, ‘Sky- 
lark’ (Par) (moveover), above aver- 
age $5,500. 

Earle (WB) (2,216: 28-39-44-66) 


‘Set. York’ (WB), plus vaude. Sec- | 
ond week of return engagement | 
heading for solid $17,500 or better, on 
top of hefty $23,000 last week. 
Keith’s (RKO) (1,830: 40-50-65)— 





|torrid at 
will probably | | 
| Metropolitan (WB) (1,600; 28-44)— | 


and | $6,000. 


‘Ball Fire’ (RKO) (4th wk). Mighty | 
$11,500 for fourth stanza. | 
Last week (3d), excellent $14,000. 


‘Man to Dinner’ (WB) (moveover). | 
After two weeks at Earle still solid, | 
Last week, ‘Target Tonight’ | 
| (WB) and ‘Date With Falcon’ (RKO) | 
(2d wk). held to okay $4,500 
Palace (Loew) (2,242; 
‘Green Valley’ (20th) 


28-55 )— 
(2d 
1000 on record session. Last week, | 
same film. topnotch $21,000. 





Money 


‘Ball Fire’ (RKO) and ‘Date Falcon’ | 





nacina | ‘ - 
pleasing | 4; the b.o. derby this sesh. cashing 


In Wash.; ‘York’ $17,500 | 
‘Valley’ 156, Both 1.0.’s: 


Washington, Jan, 27. | 
Only one new film on the main | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


; 


newcomer, | 


Weekend Biz Bolsters L. A.: ‘Babes’ 
Bright $34,000, ‘Suspicion’ $30,800, 
Kay Kyser 216, ‘Valley’ 17!46 3d Wk. 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week. $338,200 
(Based on 13 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 


Last Year.. $379,000 
(Based on 13 theatres) 


‘CORSICAN’ 206 
PHILLY TOPPER 








Philadelphia, Jan. 27. 
‘Corsican Brothers’ leads the pack 


in on excellent puffs by the local 
crix. Also getting okay treatment | 
is ‘All Through the Night.’ Other | 


new pix aren’t getting same breaks, | 
however. ‘Prime Minister’ and | 
‘Cadet Girl’ are in the sour class. } 
Estimates for This Week 
Aldine (WB) (1.303; 35-46-57-68)— | 
‘Green Valley’ (UA) (4th wk). Still 
holding husky pace with lush $10.500 
for fourth round. Last week, ‘Valley’ 
grossed slightly higher with $11.000. 


| ing solo in both houses. 


Los Angeles, Jan. 27 
The weekend gold mine tapped by 
Los Angeles and Hollywood first-rung 


helped the week's biz look good, with 
all trade 
Friday through Sunday without ex- 
ception 


houses catching capacity 
Patrons flocking to theatres 
on these three days to keep the ropes 
up is attributed to increased payrolls 
in detense plants and employees 
naturally seeking amusement during 
the weekends they get off. Man- 
| agers believe they might be hitting 


| the high grossgs of former boom 
|days if the weekdays held up as 
strongly. 


‘Babes on Broadway.” at Grauman’s 
Chinese and Loew’s State, is leading 
the parade with a great $34,000, play- 
‘Suspicion,’ 


at the Pantages and Hillstreet, is 
close behind with a combined total 
of $30,800. The Downtown and 


Hollywood, two Warner houses, will 
role up $21,000 with ‘Playmates.’ 
‘How Green Was My Valley,’ coupled 
with ‘Corsican Bros.’, is clicking off 
$17,500 on the third session at the 
Wilshire and United Artists. ‘Cor- 
sican’ is on its second week at the 
theatres. 

Even the lightly regarded ‘Bahama 
Passage’ will grab around $11,000 on 
its second week at the Paramount. 
Small-capacity Vogue on Hollywood 
Boulevard found the first-run tryout 


Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-46-57) | of ‘Mad Doctor of Market Street’ and 


—‘Pulham’ (M-G) (2d run) 
Neat $3.500 for this try. 
second run, fine $4.300. 

Bovd (WB) (2,568: 35-46-57-63)- 


(2 wk). 
Opener of 


‘Corsican Bros.’ (UA). Snagging | 
|} bangup $20,000. Last week, fairish 
$11,000 for holdover of ‘Suspicion’ 


| $2.300. 





| (RKO). 


Earle (WB) (2.768: 35-46-57-68-75) 
‘Cadet Girl’ (20th) with Louis 
Prima orch and Eddie Bracken on 
tage Combo adding up to fair 
$17.000. Last week. ‘Look Laughing’ | 
(RKO) plus Claude Thornhill .and 
Larry Adler on stage, better than 
$18.000 

Fox (WB) (2,425: 35-46-57-68 )— 
‘Johnny Eager’ (M-G) (3d wk). 
Husky $12,000 for try chivkker. Last 


week. same film, hefty $16,000. ‘Son 
of Fury’ (20th) bows tomorrow 
(Wed.). ' 

Karlton (WB) (1.066: 35-46-57-68) 

‘Prime Minister’ (WB). Initial run 
in this usual second-run house. sad 
Last week. ‘Bedtime Story’ 


(Col). mediocre $3,500 for second 


; run. 


Keith’s (WB) (2.220: 35-46-57-68 )— 


‘Man to Dinner’ (WB) (2d run) (2d 
wk). Still plenty of nourishment 
with $5,500 Last week, ‘Dinner 


grand $6.000 


snagged a 


Stanlev (WB) (2.916: 35-46-57-68 )— i 


NATIONAL BOXOFFICE SURVEY 


Fe T . .... 8 
‘Green Valley’ and ‘Ball of Fire 
Films as Theatre Attendance Improves 





(RKO) (4th wk). Zooming to a ; : bn as notices. It is set for fifth weeks in 
powerful $9,000. Knocked off zowie Industry economists may attribute the high boxoffice lukewarm press notice snot ‘hic. nd Kar 
$9,500 last week, the third sesh | l i +] try to Washington, Providence, Boston, Chicago and Kar 
‘ , pee ag - ficures currently prevalling throug! ne ¢ nur, ‘ ant ‘ SF Peo eee t m nec} iG sot iy 
_ Cariteon (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 28-39- | 4e'' a = _— ‘ centage City. Cincinnati opening was a smash 16( » be - 
50 )\—‘Green Valley’ (20th) and ‘Per war conditions. labor migrat in defense industries town. Holds a third week the Music Hall, N. Y 
fol ine wha a ay wk downtown). | and mounting national income, but vim ire sate Others on the holdover list include ‘Babes on Broad- 
Olding nicely for $4,000 after pick- > ae cty § ‘ed With Their Boots On’ (W 
ng a neat $5.000 in its 2 Bac : Penn isfied with the simple answer that a group of un- way’ (M-G), ‘They Died With Theit B ~ On ah 
m 1eaL Do, Ss Mma stanza 4 = etd OO died t TA) slizanonpin’ (U), and Man 
Fay’s (Indie) (1,400: 28-39-50)- usually strong films is drawing the customers. Theatre Corsican Bro (I A), Hel pop] i 
‘Blue, White, Perfect’ (20th) and . br ‘ en sellouts during depressions, and losses Came to Dinner’ (WB) 
vaude. More than holding its owa |e en ee i a e the With fewer bookings reported by ‘Variety’ corre- 
with a zippy $7,000. Last week.|in flush periods. They prefer to read the tre! x spondents sare ‘Sullivar Travels’ (Par), which 
“W f ba 4 ° | > = . Ait Iits, c ULV als 
soon Man’ (U) and vaude, good times in terms of the entertainment available. Right smashed through to $37,000 at the Metropolitan, Bos- 
vers a Parr. ae . a stave “"- ‘Tohnnyvy Eager’ | 
Majestic (Fay) (2,200: 28-39-50) | now there is plenty. And no threats of priorities ON ton, aided by a strong stage bill: ow hen 
Ped bin ay (2, 4 “S96 — | , . thin ,e sig in Baltimore illadeiphia 
Swamp Water’ ‘ an | (M-G), which opened big in Ba , | 
é ater’ (20th) and ‘We Go} laughs hss ia ee ee ae Te 
ast’ (20th). Packing them in for 1" hold and Kansas City; ‘Bahama Passage (Pai ), in a hold 
*et-ru? sokings. strong ldove , « weg Now f soc 
hefty $12,000. Last week, ‘Through In the game of first-run bookings, strong holdover = 4.4. in Los Angeles; ‘In the Army Now’ (WB), a sock | 
Night’ (WB) and ‘Body Disappears’ | features ock the rapid movement of 4G in St. Louis and terrific in Cleveland with Jimmy | 
(WB), did all right rd re th features continue to bloc Rule & i? (M-G). best of the 
as), ] a rig or itse wi | , ae or Satriwac ft Dorsev’ band ugle Sounds (M-G), 2S i€ 
ee , , e 5 . the reservoir of pictures 1s orseys banda, aR : : 
nifty $11,500. new films. In consequence week in Washington with 18G, and ‘Remember the 


Metropolitan (Indie) (3,200: 28-39- 
50)—Orrin Tucker orchestra 
‘Miracle Kid’ (PRC). 
in three-day run. 
state (Loew) (3,200; 28-39-50)— 
,W0-Faced Woman’ (M-G) and 
Confessions Boston Blackie’ (Col). 
Among strong new entries, appetites 
apparently being whetted by previ- 
ous banning. Neat $14,500. Last 
week, ‘Corsican Bros’ (UA) 
Hayfoot’ (UA), nice $14,500. 

: Strand (Indie) (2,000; 28-39-50)— 
Major Barbara’ (UA) and ‘Lady for 
Night’ (Rep). Fair $5,400. Last 
week, ‘Devil Pays Off’ (Rep) and 
Pacific Blackout’ (Par), mild $5,000 


Socko $9,000 


with } 


ments in the larger houses. 


| Los Angeles, and holding over in Washington, Chicago, 
| Newark, and elsewhere. Promises to be top grosser 


for 20th-Fox. 


‘Ball of Fire’ is living up to 


gaining in numbers, a condition quite in contrast to a 
year ago when theatres had an insatiable thirst for 
product, much of it confined to single week engage- 
Currer 
Was My Valley’ (20th) and ‘Ball of Fire’ (Goldwyn- 
RKO) are racking up some unusual extended runs, 
| Former has finished four weeks in Philadelphia, Pitts- 
and | burgh and Baltimore, third in Omaha, Detroit 


Highlight of 
itly, ‘How Green (M-G), smash 
are 
the 


theatre men 
strength in 


and Providence. ‘Look Who's Laughing® (RKO) satisfac- 
tory in two spots in Boston. “Two Faced Woman’ | 
(M-G), previously banned in Providence, opens there 
to strong takings, and it’s big at two Boston houses 
The Listening Post ‘King’s Row’ (WB) opening 
e e of next ‘ k 


Day’ (20th), which opened to 
Seattle and Denver. 

the week 
h 34G 
‘Shanghai Gesture’ 


light of its 
‘Swamp Water’ (20th) stirring up plenty business in 


lick business in ’Frisco, | 
‘Babes on 

in two houses in Los Angeles 
(UA) opened fair in Men but 
conscious of its potent boxoffice 
Broadway engagement. 


phis, 


| $9,300, 


Broadway’ | 


‘Wolf Man’ highly profitable with $3,- 
500 the first week, and holds in- 
definitely. 
Esctimate for This Week 

| Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,516; 33- 
44-55-75)—‘Dumbo’ (RKO) (6th wk). 
Still in black at $3,800. Last week, 
good $4.400 
| Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,034: 33- 
| 44-55-75)—‘Babes Broadway’ (M-G), 
| Rooney-Garland team solid $14,000 
on solo booking here Last week, 
‘Corsican Bros’ (UA) and ‘Right 
Heart’ (20th), nominal $10,600. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800: 33-44-55) 
|— ‘Playmates (RKO) and ‘Bombay 
| Clipper’ (U), Should click off 
merry $11.000. Last week, ‘All Thru 
Night’ (WB), soloed for nine-day ses- 
sion to nice $13,500. ‘Night’ forced 
out to make pic available for subur- 
| ban houses on account of product 
| shortage. 
| Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900; 33-44. 


|55)—’Pulham’ (M-G) (5th wk). Ta- 
|; pering off to $2,700 for final week, 


| Last week, okay $3,100. 

Hawaii (G&S) (1,100; 33-44-55-75) 
—‘Kane’ (RKO) (15th wk) Hold- 
ing steady gait at close to $4,000. Last 
week, a few dollars shy of $4,000 


Hollywood (WB) 33-44-55) 


(2,756; 


‘Through Night’ (WB) Gestapo- : ‘Playmate . RKO) and Bombay 
mobster meller, okay $19.000. Last | Clipper’ (U). Doing a nappy $10,000. 
| week, ‘Babes Broadway’ (M-G) on it Last week, ‘All Thru Night’ (WB), 
l third try, $10.000 held for nine days to roll up suds 
wk). | Stanton (WB) (1.457: 35-46-57-68) | Stanl al $11,000 ; 
—Tarzan Treasure’ (M-G) (2d wk) Orpheum (B’way) (2,200; 33-44-55) 
Holdover esh_ satisfactory $4,500 Pardor My Stripes’ (Rep) nd 
'Initialer got teriff $8,000 Three Girls’ (Col) plus vaude head-« 
— Senet ER ed by Cliff Nazarro. Moderate $8,- 
500 La i week K lled That M an’ 
(Mono) and ‘George White Scandals’ 

unit, fair $13,300 
Pantages (Pan) (2,812: 33-44-55)— 
} Su picion’ (RKO) ind opill e's 
Zaby’ (RKO). Grant-Fontaine im 
e e strong draw here mash ae 
é 1 H t L st f Last week, ‘Ball Fire’ (RKO) (3 
Leading Ho ist Of | Last week, ‘Ball Fire’ (RKO) (ad 


nice profit on third week 
33-44-55) 


Paramount (Par) (3.595 

Bahama Pa ge” iP Poe 
cif Blackout’ (Par) (2d wk) May 
y k on Thursd 29 ) i 
$11.000 te th ty nt First c. 

¥ , 


RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2,872: 33- 


44-55) » | ) (RKO d ‘Spite 
fire’s Baby’ (RKO) No customer 
{ pit abit t ti is = ana ig 
$14. 000 sht Last week Ball 
Fire’ (RKO) (3d wk) and ‘Secrets 
Lone Wolf’ (Col), satisfactory $) 00. 
State (Loew-F-WC) (2,204; 33-44- 

| 55-75 )—Babe Broadway (M-G). 
Hottesté number downfown headed 
for smacko $20,000. and without a 


supporting feature. Last week, ‘Cor- 
sican Bros. (UA) and ‘Right to 
Heart’ (20th), good action at $14,800, 

United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2,100; 


33-44-55) —‘Green Valley’ (2d wk) 
and ‘Corsican Bros.’ (UA). Rousing 
$9.000. Last week. ‘Green Valley’ 
| (20th), solo, fine $4,700. 

Vogue (Vogue) (920: 33-44-55)— 
Wolf Man’ (U) and ‘Mad Doctor 
Market St.’ (U). Launching experie 
ment as a first-run dualer on Holly- 
wood Bivd. to release backlog of 


jammed product for subsequents, 
Highly profitable at $3,500 and holds 


over indefinitely. 


Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296; 33-44-55) 
‘Green Valley’ (20th) (2d wk) and 
‘Co Bros. (UA). Hitting a big 
$8500. ‘Green Valley’ (20th) on first 
| week alone « f hefty $8,500, 
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LET THESE HEADLINES OF FIRST 
FEW DATES BE YOUR GUIDE LINES! 























Mee nn Mildsh K.C 


Kansas City, Jan. 20. 
ably ‘Hellz- 


b 
entry is pro town i 
itt the Esquire and Up | 
a 
a euses | 


FLASH! “Hellzapoppin’ breaks all box office 







VARIETY, JAN. 21 


—, 


HELLZA’ TORRID IN J 
PORTLAND 24 WEEK pl ov 















Portland, Ore., Jan. 20. 
Outstanding this week, though, 1s 
the remarkable strength displayed by 


Hellzapoppin’ at the Broadway. records for mid-week openings at Or- 

Olsen-Johnson comedy is not far off pheum Theatre, San Francisco, Senate 

from the initial week which battled a - 

blizzard to easily lead Portland biz. Theatre, Harrisburg and Astor Theatre, 
Reading, Pa.! 








FLASH! “Hellzapoppin” establishes new record 
ai Denver Theatre, Denver! 


FLASH! “Hellzapoppin’ breaks all records at 
y | Palace Theatre, Rochester! 


\ i Ti e 4&4 e e 
7 ANWASHY Hellzapoppin’ in record-breaking 
oN engagements in Toronto (held over), and 
| | Hamilton Ontario! 1 


oe 


OF 4 































UNIVERSAL PICTURES presents 


me ~- HELLZAPOPPIN” 
F . ge Sak : =. 
‘ f at y 


starring OLSEN and JOHNSON 
MARTHA RAYE 


HUGH HERBERT « MISCHA AUER + JANE FRAZEE « ROBERT PAIGE « GUS 
SCHILLING * SHEMP HOWARD « The Six Hits « Slim and Slam * The Gongeroos 
and the OLIVE HATCH WATER BALLET : 


Screenplay by Nat Perrin and Warren Wilson ¢ Based on an original by Nat Perrin 
Suggested by the stage play “Olsen & Johnson’s Hellzapoppin’” « Sanaed by H. C. Potter 


A MAYFAIR PRODUCTION Associate Producers, Glenn Tryon and Alex Gottlieb 
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$625,000 Provided in Plan for Bank 
That Would Back Mex Film Industry 





Mexico City, Jan. 27. 

Concrete advancement of the five- 
year-old proposition for the found- 
ing of a bank here to finance the 
picture business, particularly the 
producing end, has been achieved 
with the provision of $2,500,000 
(Mex) (about $625,000 U. S.) capital 


and the drafting of a concession for 
this institution, the Banco Cinema- 
tografica, S. A. (Cinematographic 
Bank, Inc.). Coin was largely pro- 
vided by the National Bank of Mexi- 
co, this country’s* largest private 
bank, which is backed by French 
capital, and the Financiera Nacional, 


a government institution. ” 
This progress is due to the per- 
sonal interest President Manuel 


Avila Camacho has taken in the bank 
and plans for boosting the Mexican 
picture business. Bank, which is 
skedded to open early in February, 
includes some of Mexico’s most 
prominent bankers, capitalists and 
picturemen in its personnel. Antonio 
Espinosa de los Monteros is the 
president and Carlos Carriedo Galvan 
the general manager. Directors in- 
clude: Alberto J. Pani, ex-Minister 
of Finance; his son Ricardo, chief of 
the CLASA studios here; Mauricio 
de la Serna, manager of the Cine 
Teatro Alameda, frontline local cine- 
ma and an important producer; 
Jesus Grovas, film producer; Agustin 
Legorreta, Jr., son of the managing 
director of the National Bank of 
Mexico, and Federico Jimenez O’Far- 
rill, prominent banker-businessman. 

Objectives of this bank, Galvan 
explains, are to modernize the 
financing of picture production and 
distribution by assuring respOnsible 
producers and distributors sufficient 
coin to conduct properly their busi- 
ness and help along the studios that 
bore the brunt of stormy times in 
the industry. This backing, the of- 
ficial declared, has high promise of 
elevating production, both with re- 
gard to quantity and quality, by 
eliminating the hit-miss methods that 
proved so aostly to the business, and 
assure rational distribution at home 
and aboard. More attention is now 
to be given distribution of Mexican 
pictures in the U. S. and the Latin- 
American trade will be built up. 

Pic producers came away happier 
from a lengthy interview they had 
last week with President Manuel 
Avila Camacho in the National Pal- 
ace here, the government's adminis- 
trative building, during which -they 
told the chief executive their pres- 
ent troubles and problems they see 
for the future as a result of the war. 
President Camacho, the picmen said, 


+ 





declared he would issue various gOv- | 
ernment departments, especially the | 


federal film supervision and censor- 


ing board, special instructions to do | 
} its program to provide Mexican films 


all possible to assist their business. 





DENVER 


(Continued from page 10) 
Fire’ also is hot on holdover at Or- 
pheum 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400: 25-40)— 





‘Hellzapoppin’ (U), after a week 
at the Denver. Good $4,000. | 
Last week, ‘Bedtime Story’ (Col). | 
after Denver week, good $4,000. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 25-35-40) 
—Foot in Heaven’ (WB), after a 
week at Paramount. Nice $3,000. | 
Last week, ‘Babes Broadway’ (M-G) 


and ‘Spitfire at Sea’ (RKO). afte 
Wo weeks at Orpheum, good $3,000 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750: 25-35- 
50) — ‘Louisiana Purchase’ (Par) 


(4th wk.) and ‘Pacifia Blackout’ (Par ) 
(2d wk.), Mighty fine $8,000 on 
fourth stanza. and good total even 
for most average first weeks. Last 
week, ‘Louisiana Purchase’ (Par) 
(3d wk.) and ‘Pacific Blackout’ 
(Par), strong $11,000. 
~venver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-40)— 
Remember Day’ (20th) and ‘Con- 
fessions Blackie’ (Col), Splendid 
: 2,000, duplicating trim takings of 
ast week on ‘Hellzapoppin.’ Last | 
week. Hellzapoppin’ (U) and ‘Bom- | 
“Day Clipper’ (U), fine $12,000. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) | 
Foo Fire’ (RKO) and ‘Obliging 
oung Lady’ (RKO) (2d wk.). Neat | 
$8,000. Last week, same combo, | 
Sturdy $15,000. 
tf atamount (Fox) 
Confirm, Deny’ 
Cave’ (Rep). 
week, ‘Foot 
‘Young 


{ 
| 


(2,200; 25-40)— | 
(20th) and ‘Sailors |} 
Nice $7,000. Last! 
in Heaven’ (WB) and| 
7.000 America’ (20th), same at} 


Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘Bed- 
oe Story’ (Col), after a week at | 
He the Denver and Aladdin, and | 
tonolulu Lu’ (Col). Good $2,000. | 
a week, ‘Maltese Falcon’ (WB), 
Go C Denver and Aladdin dates, and 
® Collegiate’ (Mono ), ditto $2,000 





MEX STAGE ‘BESTS’ 


Municipay Group Names Outstand- 
ing Play, Actress and Ballet 








Mexico City, Jan. 27. 

A sort of theatrical ‘Oscar’ has 
been established by local municipal 
government’s cultural amusements 
council with the choosing of what 
it considered to be the best stage 
presentations here in 1941. 

Council’s choices: 

‘Hiedra’ (‘Ivy 5’), comedy by Javier 
Villaurrutia; Maria Teresa Montoya, 
best actress, and ‘La Paloma Azul’ 
(The Blue Dove’), best ballet and 
the best-presented. 

In announcing the choices, the 
council made no mention of prizes. 
But it is understood that some ma- 
terial awards will be given. 


U's Al Daff Safe, 
Others Unheard 


From In Manila 





Of the U. S. film companies who 
have had representatives in Manila, 
only Universal has had word re- 
garding their men who were in the 
Philippine capital. Al Daff, for- 
merly stationed at Manila, has in- 
formed the homeoffice he had gone 
on a routine trip to Batavia and 
then to Australia, where he learned 
of the Japs’ capture of Manila. 

Major companies are working 
through the Swiss embassy in send- 
ing out feelers to ascertain just what 
happened to their men in the Philip- 
pine city, but no word has come 
through thus far. 

Harold Dunn, Warners’ Far East 
supervisor, has cabled that he is 
safe in Shanghai. This message 
came via Buenos Aires. Cable sent 
to Manila by Metro inquiring about 
its rep was returned to N. Y. 


Sydney Albright, United Artists 
manager for Dutch East Indies, is 


reported safe in Batavia. 


MEXICAN UNION MAPS 





SCHOOL FOR PIC ACTORS 





Mexico City, Jan. 27. 


Local No. 2 (producers) of the} 
National Cinematographic Worker 


Union has obtained co-operation of 
the Ministry of Public Education in 


with trained players. The union 
and the ministry are to open a school 
of cinematographic acting here in 
February. Julio Bracho, one of the 
ace local directors, will be the ‘prin- 
cipal.’ Picture will be the 
‘professors.’ 

Enrollment of more than 1,000 men 


Stars 




















and women, of almost all ages, is 
assured, says the union. 

| s o j 0 
Touring Legit’s K.0. | 
' ' 
| ] 
—__—____— Continued from page |! jee 
able to ship the production’s scen- 
ery, props, costumes, etc. Rail of 
ficials have added that coaches for 


the show’s personnel are also prob- 
Explained that the ba 

age cars and possibly the 
ded for military purposes. 
30 shows on the road 
situation suddenly 


coache 
will be nee 

With 
this week, 


, 
about 


the 


confronting legit is critical. Cer- 
tain offerings, established in long- 
run stands such as Chicago, would 
not immediately be affected, but 
troupes playing one-nighters and 
split-weeks, or even one-week 
stands, would be disastrously hit. 


Consequent unemployment, if a gen- 
eral railroad curtailment becomes 
acute, would probably total several 
thousand people in all classifications. 


Faced with the ‘Hellzapoppin’ situ- | 


ation, the Shuberts, the League of 
New York Theatres and Equity and 
the other theatrical unions have be- 
gun steps to meet the difficulty. 
Equity’s Council yesterday (Tues- 
day) urged the other show business 
unions, members of the Emergency 
Council of to meet for 


n natter. 


Pidal 


the Theatre, 


art _ x +} 
action on tne 


2 NEW OFFERS MADE 
FOR STOLL HOLDINGS 


London, Jan. 27. 

Two new offers for control of the 
Stoll theatre circuit are Jack Bloom, 
owner of the Phoenix theatre and 
other West Ena properties, and 
Charles Clore, part owner of the 
Prince of Wales theatre, who has 
‘City’ (Well Street equivalent) 
backing. 

Control is being stught through 
the purchase of stock formerly held 
by Sir Oswald Stoll, who died re- 
cently. 


‘BOMBER’ FINE 
$9,000 IN B. A. 


Buenos Aires, Jan. 20. 


Upper-bracket figures went to the 
thermometer, not the b.o., at Buenos 
Aires’ first-run houses this past 
week. Only one pic went above the 
20,000-peso mark—‘Dive Bomber’ 
(WB)—which clocked a nice 22,000 
pesos (approximately $5.500), at the 
Ambassador. Film, which deals with 
exploits of the U. S. air corps 
medicos, rated good notices even 
from sheets which aren’t overly 
friendly toward films dealing with 
Yanqui armed strength. 

Other estimates, all given in Ar- 
gentine pesos, currently at about 24c 
U. S. follow: 











Ambassador (Lautaret and Ca- 
vallo) (1,400; 2.50-2 pesos)—{Dive 
Bomber‘ (WB). Nice 22,000 pesos 


and holding for a second week. Last 
week, ‘Target for Tonight’ (WB), did 
offish 8,000 on second stanza. 

Ideal (Lococo) (970; 3-2.50)— 
‘Lydia’ (UA). Fair 10,000 for second 
week after satisfactory 19,000. Due 
, for a third. 

Rex (Cordero, Cavallo and Lau- 
taret) (3,305; 2.50-2)—‘Big Store’ 
(M-G). Good 17,000 on second week 
after a solid 28.000 on the first. 

Normandie (Lococo) (1,420; 2-1.50) 
—‘Hold Back Dawn’ (Par). Socko 
15,000 on second-run, particularly 
good considering eight weeks’ top 
biz at higher-priced Suipacha. Due 
for another. 


Monumental (Cill, Gatti y Cia.) 
(1,330; 2-1.50)—‘Moon Over Miami’ 


(20th) and ‘That Night in Rio’ (20th). 


First time second-run U. S. picts 
tried in this customarily national 
house. Healthy 14,000 for this Don 


Ameche combo. 
Opera (Lococo) (2,400; 2.50-2)— 
‘Sundown’ (Walter Wanger-UA). 


; overcome 





FNice 18,000 estimated for second 
week. First week brought top 37,- 
009. 

Broadway (Lautaret and Cavallo) 
(1,863; 2.50-2)—‘Carne y Espiritu’ 
| (‘Flesh and Spirit’) (French-made 
| Almar Distrib.). Very good 15,000 
| 





for this pre-Vichy Parisian 
Suipacha (Lococo) (950; 3-2.50). 
‘Aloma of South Seas’ (Par). Sat- 


isfactory 9,000 on the second week. 
| First grossed about 15,000. 

Ocean (Coll, Gatti y Cia.) 
1.50-1.20)—‘Jekyl-Hyde’ (M-G). 
| 14,000 for 11 days second-run. 


(2,800: 


Nice 


Acquire Russian Film 
For American Remake | 


First remake of a Soviet feature 


is back of the deal consummated 
yy United Player! 
Producti .cquired ‘The Girl From 
Leningrad’ fro! Arkino Pictures, 
distrib fl in VU. S 
Euge e Fre I N z wol ld 
handle actual transition into English 
Picture presently is playing at the 
Stanley. first run house for Soviet 


films in N. Y. American version will 
stress the technique of modern war- | 
fare as well as the woman’s role in 
it. Not known whether the film will 


be produced in the East or on the 
| Coast. 

| You Can't Sing That! 
Mexico City, Jan. 27. 

| Censors ordered pruned from the 


| Mexican pic, ‘Dos 
| Sevilla’ (“Two Mexicans i 
a drunken rendition of the Mexican 
national anthem. 





Arnold Picker, of Columbia's for- 


| eign department, left over the week- | 1st 


} hit ‘Y > “IY +¢ 
end on a three-week busine trip to 


| Mexico and Cuba. 


in February. 


‘Superficial Probe Held Inaccurate 


On U.S. Congressional Indic 


ment Of 








Films, Radio As Pan-American Aids 








Mex Film on Cortez 





Mexico City, Jan. 27. 


Life and exploits in Mexico of | 
Cortez, Spanish conqueror of this | 
country, are the theme of a picture | 
that Chane Urueta is readying to 
produce in March fot Filmex, S. A. 

Picture, it is said, will be an im- 
partial biog of Cortez insofar as his 
life in Mexico is concerned, and have 
a lot of authentic battle scenes be- 
tween Cortez’s handful of white men 
and the Aztecs. 





New Aussie 


Draft Edicts 
Hit Theatres 


Sydney, Jan, 27. 

New wartime regulations in Aus- 
tralia are bringing about the re- 
moval of all male theatre employees 
from the reserved lists; they will be 
set for home military service no 
matter what position they presently 
hold, 

This manpower shortage already is 
handicapping the picture theatre 
circuits particularly. Hoyts circuit 
presently is training women to take | 
over managerial jobs and other po- 





+ 


Buenos Aires, Jan. 20. 
congressional 
indictment 


Uv. S. 
flat 


committee's 


of Yanqui good- 


| neighbor promotion via radio, films 


and other arts is rated here as just 
another instance of how far wrong 


| once-over-lightly-probers can be in 


surveying Latin-America. 


Congressmen who charged that 
cultivation of Latin-America with 
cinematic and »smicrophonic propa- 


ganda had so far missed the goal— 
because Northamericanos ‘do not 
appreciate the tastes, interests and 
conditions in countries below the 
Rio Grande’—hit legitimate targets 
in some cases, but, in others, Shot 
far off the mark. Most helpful, in 
the opinion of those surveyed by 
‘Variety,’ was the recommendation 
that activities be increased, es- 
pecially activities handled by Amer- 
icans resident in South America 
who have lived with Latins and 
know how they think. 

What the committee missed point- 
ing out, it was held by many here, 
is that too many activities for Latin- 
America are headquartered in New 
York and Washington, and that the 
long-distance setup, designed as 
much to keep jobs and contro] in 
the hands of officials and career men 
in the States as anything, just doesn’t 
work in practice. 

Not So, Oldtimers Say 

Allegation that the U. S. had been 
outstripped on the radio, in news- 
@apers, magazines and films by the 





sitions formerly held only by men. 

Ernest Turnbull, Hoyts’ new chief, 
together with Norman B. Rydge, 
chairman of Greater Union Theatres, 


and Dan Carroll, of the Carroll- 
Musgrave chain, are forming an | 


Australia-wide defense 


council. 


picture 
Object of this council will | 
be to seek the cooperation of the | 


film industry in the commonwealth. 

Additionally, the council plans to | 
any legislation designed 
to hamper the wartime operation of 
film theatres. Another idea of the 
council is to foster good film trading 
relations between Australia and 
America. Major and minor dis- 
tributors and exhibitors have agreed 
to join the council. 


U.S. Film Firms Shift 
To Aussie Nabe Areas 


As Air-Raid Precaution 


Buenos Aires, Jan. 20. 
American film distributors plan to | 
exit from the Sydney area in favor | 
of country zones in order to protect | 
their film stocks and staffs from pos- | 
sible enemy air raids. Metro is the 
first to move. 








Picture house operators are con- 
serving their stock by extending | 
runs, frequently at a loss, while 


| awaiting fresh supplies. 


U’s Percentage Selling 
Stressed at Parley 


3uenos Aire Jan. 13 

Flat rentals, long a standard f 
ture of film selling here, are to be 
i} ed by almost entirely by Uni 
versal in ’42 selling plans, it wa 


revealed at the second Buenos Aires 
convention of the company since re- 
organization. 

Monroe Isen, district manager for 


' 

| 

| 
government in protecting the entire ; and 


| U. S. 


Nazis, Italians, Japs and British just 


isn’t so, oldtimers point out. U. S. 
radio isn’t up to what it possibly 
can do but the Axis has been no 


shining example in the use of South 
American airways. U. S. press 
services dominate the Leatin-Amer- 
ican field, and despite the fact that 
the U. S. is at war, the Associated 
United Press rate a hundred 
times better than such totalitarian 
services as Trans-Ocean, Stefani and 
Domei, some of which have been 
barred. 

As to publications, Reader's Di- 
gest (in Spanish), cited by the con- 
gressmen, is only one example. 
Mags south of the border copy prac- 
tically every new idea that appears 
in U. S. publications, and the way 
to help is to get them more ma- 
terial since they are already U. S.- 


minded. Rome and Berlin only get 
nto South American ‘revistas’ whet 
they pay for the space. 

Regarding films, it’s point 
by U.S. distribs here that the Holly- 


wood product dominates 25-1, « 
n Argentina, which is the least pro- 


republic of any In B 5 
Aires, largest city South Amer- 
ica, Nazis have only two t t : 
one of these a newsreel house. C 
mittee headed by John Hay W! 
in the Office of the Coordinator of 
Interamerican Affairs is already at 
work on short films urged by the 
congressmen. 
Teach Yanqui Tourists 
Recommendation that more radio 
gs fo local ¢ 
¢ be 5 
eld § a 
Yar 1 
¢ whe { 
But charges t t An 
aN I i do t har t > 
ye a ( v 
Nz the 1 f 
e why t f f La , 
{ dor ’t stand up, it’s declar 
Personal appearance tours by top- 
ranking American artists, which the 
| committee recommended uld be 


made at lower prices, are an excel- 


Argentina, Chile, Peru, Paraguay, |! jent idea, it was explained, provided 
Uruguay and Bolivia, told reps to | Congress will vote the Nelson Rocke- 
concentrate on booking major chains | ¢e}jer committee cash to permit such 
and houses on a percentage basis, jaunts, It’s explained that high 
explaining new production setup will tariffs are necessary unless some- 
assure them of steady run of fea- one foots the bill becau: e transpore 
tures that will permit greater profits tion and the adverse excl ange 
by the policy. ake it almost impossible for ¢ 
noe ee ee ee | U. S. star, no matter how patriotic, 
FitzPatrick’s Mex Documentary ' to get around the chili circuit. An- 


Mexico City, Jan. 27. 

Full 

James A, FitzPatrick for the making 

of ‘Mexico Monumental’ in colors by 

the government, announces the tour- 
ist department. 


Pic is to go into production earl} 


facilities have been assured | 


| other tieup can be traced right to 
Washington, which has put a clamp 
on passports either way. 
Recommendation that the Rocke- 
feller Committee should work more 


closely with routine State Depart- 
ent operations and organizations 
' has. already been put into effect. 
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They never busted a 
Bronc in their lives—but 
oh, what they're doing 
to America’s box offices! 
















STEP UP, PODNER! 
NATIONAL RELEASE IS FEB. 13" 


STEP UP-AND CASH IN 
AS THE CROWD 
CRASHES IN! 
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ad Sy Mion © Seton 


with 


DICK FORAN - ANNE GWYNNE - JOHNNY MACK BROWN 


SAMUEL S. HINDS «4 THE MERRY MACS - ELLA FITZGERALD 
THE HI-HATTERS + THE BUCKAROO BAND - THE RANGER CHORUS OF 40 


Screen Play, True Boardman, John Grant ¢ Adaptation, Harold Shumate * Original Story, Edmund_L. Hartmann 
Directed by ARTHUR LUBIN © Associate Producer ALEX. GOTTLIEB 


A UNIVERSAL PICTURE 
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Coast Holdovers Creating Bottleneck 


For Subsequents, 


Hollywood, Jan. 27. 


Jamup of product awaiting Los 
Angeles and Hollywood first-runs 
has operators of subsequent runs in 
the area scurrying around attempt- 
ing to secure suitable bookings until 
the current backlog is broken. 


nine ¢ i i | - ‘ 
Opening of top b.o. attractions in and a social welfare angle for ‘How | 


the first-runs for the holiday weeks 
—with many of these holding over 
for two and three-week sessions— 
has created serious bottleneck for 
the following runs, including many 
of the outlying theatres of the 


Southern California district which | 


are zoned to run day-and-date or 
following L. A. first-run openings. 
Only city that can run prior to local 
openings is San Diego, while Santa 
Barbara, San Bernardino, Bakers- 
field and towns of the orange belt 
have to wait on the L. A. datings. 

Backlog is not entirely confined to 
the top pix, but applies also to the 
B features that are expected to come 
through to the theatres in a steady 
stream. Since Christmas openings, 
Warners ran ‘Died With Their Boots 
On’ for two weeks as solo, and fol- 
lowed with ‘All Through the Night’ 
for nine days. Latter was clipped 
from two-week stretch for booking 
of RKO’s ‘Playmates’ and Universal's 
‘Bombay Clipper,’ specifically to 
open product for the subsequent 
Warner houses in the area. This out- 
side booking was forced on Warners 
despite the fact this company also 
has a good line of product on the 
exchange shelf awaiting local first- 
run showcasing. 


Hillstreet-Pantages Block Runs 


The simultaneous RKO Hillstreet 
and Hollywood Pantages runs, with 


heavy backup of pictures from Uni- | 
versal, RKO and Columbia, is creat- | 
ing the largest shelf-holding of pic- | 


tures. ‘Ball of Fire,’ with required | 
three-week run followed by similar | 
booking of ‘Suspicion,’ has the three 


release pictures to other houses so 


that they can ake care of immediate | 


playdates in the territory. Because 
of tentative lineup of pictures for 
the next three months, the Pan- 
Hillstreet operators have, during the 
past two weeks, relinquished first- 
run rights to Universal’s ‘Hellza- 
poppin, which opens Feb, 11 at the 
Hawaii for a run; ‘Playmates’ and 
‘Bombay Clipper’ to Warners on 
latter’s representations their nabe 
houses require the product immedi- 
ately, and ‘Wolf Man’ and ‘Mad 
Doctor of Market Street,’ two Uni- 
versal programmers that are teamed 
for experimental first run this week 
at the Vogue. Latter Hollywood 
Boulevard house has been running 
as subsequent and swings over to 
the first-run policy, which, if suc- 
cessful, will likely become perma- 
nent with B product mainly from 
Universal, RKO and Columbia, and 
fill-ins from Republic and Mono- 
gram. 
‘Purchase’ Held Up 

The downtown Paramount added 
no joy to the 
holiday run of ‘Louisiana Purchase’ 


for three weeks and four days; fol- | 
lowing this with ‘Bahama Passage’ | 


for minimum of 10 days. ‘Purchase’ 
roiled on solo basis, which did not 
allow for pickup of Paramount pro- 
gram pictures that were forced to 
remain on the exchange shelves for 
territory bookings until booked for 
first-run dates. 

Twentieth’s ‘How Green Was My 
Valley’ is also being held up for city 
subsequents by remaining over for 
second week at the 
and Wilshire, following moveover 
from the State and Chinese. ‘Valley,’ 
however, has broken in most of the 
surrounding cities to partially un- 
wind the jam. 

Class run houses are also adding 
to the jam, with ‘Dumbo’ still hitting 
profit at the Carthay Circle in its 
fifth week; ‘Citizen Kane’ recording 
a surprise in its 15th week at the 
Hawaii, and ‘H. M. Pulham, Esq.’ 
showing enoug!] strength to remain 
at the Four Star’ for a five-week 
session. 

Particularly strong lineup of box- 





| 





| interest in Mrs. Williams, but instead 
distribs scurrying around trying to | 





| basis for an extensive exploitation 


| of ‘Reap the Wild Wind.’ 


Contest Picks Victory 


Diversion Only Out 





‘Union Leader Helps Baliy 


| Valley’ In Mining Town 


| 





Reading, Pa., Jan. 27. 
Publicity from the labor unions, 


| Green Was My Valley,’ with its coal 
miners’ union story, was arranged by | 
Paul E. Glass, Wilmer & Vincent | 
theatre manager here, in cooperation | 
with George M. Rhodes, president of | 
ithe Federated Trades Council of | 
Reading. The Council covers prac- | 
tically all the labor unions in this | 
area. 





Rhodes’ endorsement, used in an 
ad by the Embassy, said that the 
picture ‘deeply impressed me with 
its beautiful, stirring appeal to so- 
cial consciousness. The screen needs | 
more such enlightening pictures in 
these serious times.’ 


Exhib Gets 56 Award In 
Suit vs. Ex-Partner For - 
Alienation of Affections 


Miami, Jan. 27. 

Mitchell Morad, Buffalo (N. Y.) 
exhibitor and former partner of Jo- 
seph Williams, of Miami Beach, has 
been ordered to pay Williams $5,000 
for alienation of affections. A six- 
man jury before Judge R. H. Hunt 
here held with Williams, who sued. 
Morad for $200,000, charging alien- 
ation of the affections of Mrs. Wil- 
liams and the breaking up of their 
home. 

Williams testified he turned over 
a share in their theatre business on 
Morad’s promise not to continue his 








the latter sued him (Williams) for 
separate maintenance and refused to 
come back to him. 


DE MILLE’S 30TH ANNI, 
‘REAP’ IN BALLY TIEUP 


Curren: ballyhoo about Cecil B. 
DeMille’s 30th anniversary as a 
Paramount director is to serve as the 











campaign. ' 
Reportedly will tie in with release 





Tag for Mikado, St. L. 








| Because more than 400 


subsequents by the | 


United Artists | 


St. Louis, Jan. 27. 

natives, 
| among several thousand who offered 
| suggestions for a new tag for the 


SABU SELLING BONDS 


25-City Tour With Baby Elephant to 
Run Until March 4 

| Sabu, star of Alexander Korda’s 
| forthcoming ‘Jungle Book,’ and the 


| pygmy elephant that appears with | 


him in the film, began a 25-city tour 
'Monday (26) under sponsorship of 
‘the Defense Savings Staff of the) 
‘Treasury Department. Young In- 
dian star and the pachyderm are 
|making appearances before news- 
paper carrier boys whom the Treas- | 
ury has enlisted to handle sales of 


| Defense Stamps on their routes. 


Accompanying Sabu on the tour, 
which will run until March 4, is 
Bernie Kamber, of the exploitation 
department of United Artists. 
will release ‘Jungle Book.’ 


U.S. BONDS SOLD IN 
960 TEXAS THEATRES 








through the 960 theatres in Texas is 
rapidly gaining momentum’ under 
direction of the Variety Club of 
Texas, at Dallas. R. E. Griffith is 
chief barker of the Dallas tent. 


Frank Scofield, state administra- 
tor, has wired to Griffith: ‘Your con- 
structive and patriotic plan to pre- 
sent a solid front with the theatres 
of Texas in the sale of defense 
stamps at the boxoffices is a master 
stroke for defense. The charitable 
and patriotic programs of the Variety 
clubs are nationally recognized and 
your clubs prompt and enthusiastic 
response to the national need is of 
vital importance.’ 

Small press book is available to 
showmen everywhere. 





‘Vanishing H’woodian’ 
Shoulda Been the Title 


Lynchburg, Va., Jan. 27. 


heady dose of Hollywood. 


Preem of ‘The Vanishing Vir- 
ginian’ last Friday (23), with a ball 
that attracted nearly 4,000 at $1.65 a 
throw, plus $25 and $10 for boxes, 
was one of bitgest stunts the town 
has had in its 156 years. 


Citizens were plenty riled when 
Metro kept changing plans on per- 
sonal appearances of stars in the pic, 
whose background is laid in Lynch- 
burg. Frank Morgan, with the lead- 
ing role, couldn’t come because of 
his work in ‘Tortilla Flat.’ Studio 
first scheduled Kathryn Grayson, 
film’s leading femme, then shifted to 
Ann Rutherford when Miss Grayson 
became ill. At last minute, Miss 
Rutherford was canceled and Ruth 
Hussey substituted. 

Latter, with less than a day to get 
ready, made the cross-country dash. 
She had less than seven minutes to 
change trains in Washington for the 
final lap. Bill Dudley, University of 
Virginia’s All-American quarterback 





| St. Louis Amusement Co.’s west end 
| nabe, Mikado, proffered the name of 
Victory for the house, that name was 
adopted last week. The distribution 
of the $50 cash prize for the winning 
| tag was an easy matter. Manager 


} 


Joe Goldstein wrote to each of those | 


who offered Victory as the new 
moniker and suggested that his por- 


tion of the coin be donated to the | 


Mile 0’ Dimes campaign now in prog- 
ress here. No dissenters were re- 
ported and the theatre handed over 
the $50 with an exploitation splash. 


lifted and almost everything akin to 
a Jap flair removed operated 
under contract, by Fanchon & Marco 


WB, Interstate, Plug 
Vedical Corps Short 


Intensive campaign is mapped by 
Interstate Circuit shorts division and 
Warner Bros. for dual world preem 
of ‘Soldiers in White,’ new service 
special telling of U. S. Army Medical 
Corps activities. Picture was filmed 
'at Fort Sam Houston with the co- 


is 








The house, which recently was face | 


last season, was selected as her 
escort for ball and preem. 

| Seats for the preem sold at $3.30 
top, with proceeds above $1 a seat 
| going to British War Relief and 
Lynchburg Milk Fund. 

Mrs. Woodrow Wilson, Mrs. Ker- 
mit Roosevelt and other notables 
| were on hand, together with W. R. 
Ferguson, exploitation head of 
Metro; J. S. Allen, Metro’s 


ton, D. Ras branch manager and Dan family, the Grand. formerly Grand | 
Terrell, Loew's publicity represen- Opera House, is now be ing operated 
j tative in Washington. as a combined picture and vaude- | 

—_ ville house by Twinex Century The- 


WB Re-Zones Exploiteers 
Kansas City, Jan. 27. 


tation field men brings Ted Tod to 
the Kansas City office to handle ex- 
|changes in Des Moines and Omaha 
along with his local assignment. 
K. C. has been handled by Monroe 
Rubinger, out of Chicago, for past 
several months, although Rubinger 
Was previously stationed here. 
Chicago and St. Louis territories 
will be handled by Rubinger, with} 





UA) 


This burg is settling down after a | 


Washing- | 


Re-zoning of Warner Bros. exploi- | 





} 
| ee 


M. A. Rosenberg, veteran inde- 
pendent motion picture theatre 
operator of Pittsburgh, was elected 
president for the ensuing year of 
Allied States Assn. of Motion Pic- 
ture Exhibitors, at the annual meet- 
ing (23) at the Warwick hotel, N. Y. 
He succeeds H. A, Cole, of Texas, 
whe retires after three terms. 

Session of the directors was ar- 
ranged in rooms adjoining the meet- 
ing of the United Motion Picture In- 
dustry, Inc., new tag for the recently 
| organized conference of all divisions 
and associations in the industry. 
Allied has taken an active part in 
furthering the unity program. 

Other Allied officers for the year 
are Abram F. Myers, chairman and 
general counsel; Martin G. Smith, of 
Columbus, treasurer; Charles H. 
Olive, secretary; Meyer Leventhal, 
of Baltimore, financial secretary and 
Don R. Rossiter, recording secretary. 


Executive committee includes 

Dallas, Jan. 27. Rosenberg, Nathan Yamins, S. E. 

Statewide campaign for sale of Samuelson, Smith, Jack Kirsch, and 
x < «€ cis, oc > yy . an aaa a 
U. S. defense bonds and stamps Roy E, Harrold 


So. Carolina Activity 
Spartanburg, S. C., Jan. 27. 

Charleston, S. C., is slated for two 
new houses, per announcement by 
Albert Sottile, president of Theatres 
Realty Co., owners of theatres op- 
erated in that city by Pastime 
Amusement Co. Plans will be an- 
nounced later. 

Rialto, Charleston, has gone on 
Sunday night schedule. Miller, Im- 
perial and Modjeska houses open at 

p.m. Sundays. Business tops in 
this navy yard, defense projects and 
shipbuilding city. 

North Charleston has new house, 
the New Port. 

Roy E. Martin will start work 
March 15 on new 1,600-seater for 


Dublin, Ga. 
Palace, Charleston, recently jn 
ays, 
daily and dou- 


jected eight features in seven 
changing program 

ling a twin-bill Friday. House lets 
‘em in at 9c for kids and 20c for 
adults, day or night. 

Kimball theatre, Kimball, W. Va., 
fire-damaged. 

Joe Luter assigned 
Americus, Ga., as 
also manage a new 
|} seater, being built 
Martin interests 








to Rylander, 
manager. Will 

$100,000, 1,500- 
in Americus by 
and scheduled for 
March 1 opening. L. T. Taylor, for- 
mer Rylander manager, returns to 
Fitzgerald, Ga., as manager of Mar- 
tin unit. 

Mrs. L, C. Moore, owner Ritz, En- 
terprise, Ala., plans new 1,000-seater 
costing $40,000. 

Paul Phillips, manager of North 
Carolina Theatres, Inc., in Salisbury, 
N. C., elected president of Salisbury 
Chamber of Commerce. 





Harnick Upped in Canada 
Regina, Sask., Jan. 27. 

Harvey Harnick, manager of the 
branch office of Columbia Pictures 
in Calgary, moved to head office in 
Toronto. Jack Kohn, western sales- 
man, replaces. 

I. Reinhorn, Roxy, Regina, re- 
places Larry Graburn as secretary 
of the Saskatchewan Motion Picture 
| Exhibitors Assn., ani Frank Willis, 
| Capitol, Regina, is new treasurer. 
Graburn left the Capitol for the air 
force and Willis was imported from 
Fort William to replace him. 

No more dish giveaways at the 
Roxy, Regina, due to the war. 
| Manager of the Capitol theatre, 
| Regina, and secretary of the Sas- 
| katchewan Motion Picture Exhibitors 
Assn., Larry M. Graburn left Jan. 11 
| for Trenton, Ont., where he will take 
= officers training course with the 
| Royal Canadian Air Force. Frank 
Willis, manager of the Capitol, Fort 
| William, Ont., replaces. Theatremen 
from all over Saskatchewan attended 
|a farewell dinner to Graburn here. 





New Policy for Canadian House 
London, Ont., Jan. 27. 
Problem child of the local theatre 


atre, Ltd., through a pool arrange- 
ment with the owner, .Famous Play- 
ers Canadian Corp. The Grand, 
| which has been opened and closed at 
| various intervals during the last 10 
| years, was at one time the property 
|of Ambrose J. Small, central figure 
| in a disappearance case several years 
ago. The case never was officially 
solved. 

Under Manager James Simmons, 
the Grand’s current policy is a build- 
up of live shows with a local chorus 
as a starter aided by vaude acts. The 
Grand wil also house London ‘Celeb- 
rity Concerts’ and the entire season’s 








Chicago as base. Tod moves in from | program of the London Little The- 





a es 


arene se 


office attractions that have hit the | operation of the army medical and 
releasing channels since the first of | mechanized divisions, 

the year has been reflected in the| ‘Soldiers in White’ opens Jan. 31 
gZeheral strength of business gen-|at the Interstate theatres in Hous- 
erally in this territory. First runs | ton and San Antonio. 

and the higher priced secondary 
houses have so far cashed in on the | and clearance in effect under the 
top attractions available for their | prevailing setup to play lightweight 
houses. in 





the respective price | biz pictures, are swarming into the 
‘breaks,’ but theatres with admis- | exchange bookers to secure the 
sions of 35c and under are still sing- | better grade product that is just 


ing the blues of poor business, These 
exhibs, forced through the zoning 


starting to be available for their 


houses, 


a 


Omaha, where he was assigned ex- 
ploitation for that exchange and the 
Des Moines office previous to the 
re -zoning. 





University’s Kudo 
Philadelphia, Jan. 27. 

‘Daily Pennsylvanian,’ U of Penn- 
Sylvania campus paper, last week 
handed Universal a plaque for best 
short of year selected by editors. 

It was ‘Doin’ the Town,’ with Ozzie 
Nelson orchestra. 





atre. 





Will Fete Jay Emanuel 
Philadelphia, Jan. 27. 
Jay Emanuel will take over the 
operation of the Alden, East Falls, 
when its owner, Charles Goldfine 
gets his call to the colors. Motion 
icture Associates of Philadelphia 
are Joon dpe a testimonial dinner for 
Emanuel at the Ben Franklin hotel 
March 16. Chairman of the event is 
Alfred J. Davis. The dinner marks 
Emanuel’s 30th year in the industry. 
Ted Schlanger, zone boss for the 








Rosenberg, Pitt Vet, New Prez of Allied 
States Vice Cole; Theatres-Exchanges 


Stanley-Warner circuit, hied him. 
self to Miami last week. Ditto Mel- 
vin Koff, operator of the Darby, 

J. Stewart Silver, former film ad 
solicitor for the defunct Evening 
Ledger, has been added to the sales 
staff of the PRC exchange. 

Mort Magill, United Artists sales- 
man, has been upped to manager of 
the Pittsburgh UA exchange. 

Special air raid precaution book- 
lets were distributed to all theatres 
in the territory last week. 

Employees of most of the local ex- 
enee have formed Red Cross 
units. 





Rowe Heads Carolina T.O. 
Charlotte, N. C., Jan. 27. 

Roy Rowe, of Burgaw, was elected 

resident of the Theatre Owners of 

orth Carolina and South Carolina 
in the final session of the organiza- 
tion’s 30th annual convention here 
Jan. 19. Other officers elected were: 
A. F. Sams, Jr., of Statesville, first 
vice-president; Boyd Brown of 
Winnsboro, second v.p., and Mrs. 
Walter Griffith, of Charlotte, secre- 
tary and treasurer. 

Outstanding phase of the conven- 
tion was the public sale of $79,500 
worth of defense bonds at Independ- 
ence square at noon, led by the guest 
of honor, Judy Canova, and James 
J. Walker, former mayor of New 
York City. 

The convention began January 18. 
Approximately 300 theatre owners 
attended. 





Memphis Nabe Opens 
Memphis, Jan. 27. 
The new $60,000 Airway theatre in 
the eastern suburbs was opened for- 
mally Thursday night (22). House 
was built by Kemmons Wilson and 
Pp monagee by Bill Mattingly. Seats 


"It’s playing regular suburban runs. 





K. C.’s Tower Aids Drafted 
Kansas City, Jan. 27. 

Bill Stein, stage manager of the 
Tower theatre, has been inducted into 
military service. Recently turned 21, 
Stein had been stage manager since 
Tower came under management of 
Barney Joffee two and a half years 
ago. He entered the U. S. army re- 
ception center at Ft. Leavenworth 
Jan. 21. Junior Dingman is new man 
on the stagedoor assignment. 


Giesseman Frisco Mgr. 
Detroit, Jan. 27. 
resignation of George 


With the 


Bole as manager of the Golden Gate 


theatre, San Francisco, to take a post 
with Universal, Cliff Giesseman, man- 
ager of the RKO Uptown, Highland 
Park, Mich., has been named to the 
Coast housé. 

Norman Elk, present manager of 
the RKO Keith house in Cleveland, 
will take over the theatre here. 

Lawrence Allen, manager of the 
Temple theatre, Windsor, Ont., has 
left to join the Royal Air Force as a 
navigator. His father is Max Allen, 
who operates the Lincoln Park thea- 
tre here as well as 40 Canadian 
houses. 





Seattle House 
Seattle, “Jan. 27. 

The $200,000 Admiral theatre 
opened Thursday (22) in West 
Seattle, suburban section of this city, 
where the pop is 80,000 and only one 
other house in competition, the 
Granada, 

Both are owned by Sterling Chain, 
John Danz,*prez. 


New Suburban 





McGill Vice Beier in Pitt 
Pittsburgh, Jan. 
Nat Beier, UA exchange manager 
here for the last several months, was 
replaced last week by Mort McGill, 
salesman out of the Philadelphia of- 
fice. Beier took over post when 
A. H. Weiner was transferred to Bos- 
ton, Weiner having succeeded Bert 
Stearn when latter was promoted to 
a district managership. 


9° 


ai. 


Beier, who only recently moved 
his family here from N. Y., returned 
to that city last week to consider 


couple of offers. 





Smith at Shea’s, Jamestown 
Jamestown, N. Y., Jan. 27 

E. W. Smith has been assigned to 
Shea’s theatre here during the leave 
of absence granted manager Robert 
C. Horning, in charge of the house 
for a quarter century. Smith came 
here from Pittsburgh, where he was 
publicity director at the Fulton. 
Fred Lahrmar, recently-named as- 
sistant at the house, continues 1n 
that capacity and has charge of the 
chain’s second cinema—the Roose- 
velt. 

Joseph Hockenbury, former as- 
sistant manager at Shea’s here, }5 
now in the Army. 


ate 





Lincoln Theatre News 
Lincoln, Neb., Jan. 27. 
Mrs. Jack Logan is in Osceola 
Neb., setting a new lease on th 
Muse, and will return to Las Vege: 
Nev., shortly, where her husband } 
in business. 


Fay Honey, vet owner of t! 
Tecumseh, Tecumseh, Neb., 
(Continued on page 18) 
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= MUMS GOT ALL ‘TS -AND GRABLE TOO! + ve 


GALA $3. 30 WORLD PREMIERE At LINCOLN 
a — THEATRE, MIAMI BEACH, THURS. NIGHT, FEB. 5TH! 
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BETTY GRABLE - VICTOR MATURE - JACK OAKIE 
in SONG of the ISLANDS 


| TEC H Nae OLOR 


with Thomas Mitchell - George Barbier - Billy Gilbert - Hilo Hattie | ana 
| HARRY OWENS and His Royal Hawaiians 


Directed by WALTER LANG ° Produced by WILLIAM LeBARON © wet iiccn’ roves en “ say eacen 














BALLYHOOED TO THE NATION’S MILLIONS BY A 
WEEK’S BUILD-UP ON KATE SMITH’S NOON HOUR 
SHOWS... CLIMAXED BY THE KATE SMITH HOUR ;f 425, 
AT 8 P. M. (EST) FRIDAY, FEB. 6 OVER CBS! THE. “<.*/ ¢ 
cs FIRST MAJOR NETWORK BROADCASTS EVER TO <.;:4% 
7“ EMANATE FROM MIAMI! ENTIRE RADIO PRODUC- 
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BETTY GRABLE as Kate Smith’s guest stars and 
JAC K OA K | E guests of honor at premiere! 
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2 Each daily Kate Smith show has approximately 10,000,000 listeners! The Friday night Kate Smith Hour ie 
heard by approximately 25,000,000 people over 91 stations! A tremendous aggregate audience... pre-sold! 
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AND SEE FOR YOURSELF! “SONG OF THE ISLANDS” TRADE SHOWINGS FES, 3h! 
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into believing in man’s rationalism, a 
combination which let down the 
floodgate that brought on the ava- | 
lanche of bombs, fire, blood, sweat 
and tears, the broken, tired, defeated 
disillusioned Europe of today 
When I left 12 
spoke of calories instead of vitamins, 
they danced the Charleston § and 


years ago people 


blackbottom to jazz. Today they 
dance the boogie woogie and other 
odd-named steps to hot and other 
exotic music. Then it was nertz, | 
Bron-ix, check and double check. | 
Now it’s ‘Aw. skip it’ and other | 
strange-sounding expressions which | 


have yet to be incorporated into my 
vocabulary. 

The Broadway 
still fresh in my mind when I 
for Europe, were ‘Death 
Holiday,’ ‘Dishonored Lady.’ 
Moon,’ ‘Street Scene,’ ‘Strictly Dis- 
honorable.’ ‘Green Pastures.’ Zieg- 
feld’s ‘Simple Simon,’ ‘Journey's | 
End,’ ‘Cuckoos’ and others. Holly- | 
wood pictures which had the critics | 
of a decade ago agog were ‘All Quiet | 
on the Western Front.’ ‘Dawn Pa- 
trol,’ ‘No, No, Nanette,’ ‘Anna Chris- 
tie,’ ‘Green Goddess.’ ‘Mammy,’ ‘King 
of Jazz,’ ‘Hell’s Angels,’ ‘East Is 
West’ and a host of others. The 
song hits of 1930, which were played 
in Europe right down to the Great 
Tragedy, were ‘It Happened in Mon- 
terey,’ ‘I Love You So,’ ‘If I Had a 
Girl Like You,’ ‘Love Made a Gypsy 
of Me,’ ‘What Is That Thing Called 
Love?’ and the men who played 
them then were Vincent Lopez, Guy 
Lombardo, Rudy Vallee, Paul White- 
man, Will Osborne, Paul Ash and 
many still in the limelight. 


New York Looks Different 

Physically, New York is consider- 
ably changed since I left. There 
are the stately Empire State. the 
beautifully planned Rockefeller 
Center, the new Sixth and Eighth 
avenue subways. The elevated eye- 
sores of 6th and 9th avenues have 
come down. Herald Square looks as 
if it has finally been given a new} 
lease’ on life. Duffy Square has} 
brightened up the area around | 
Times Square. 

New roads, bridges, tunnels, speed- 
ways have sprung up in and outside 
the city limits. Countless skyscrap- 
ers have sprung up where before 
there were only small, ramshackled 
structures. I fail to recognize the 
tall, slim silhouets of most of them. 

The elimination of the noisy, ugly 
trolleys, the substitution of stream- 
lined busses, the removal of the 
tracks, the well-paved streets have 
all had a beautifying effect. 

Some spots, however, seem to have 
faded; their prosperity belongs to 
a past age. Forty-second street on 
the west side looks rather tired and 
shabby, as if it had failed to keep 
up the pace with the rest of the 
city. Many of the streets on .the 
east and west sides of the city stiil 
are eyesores, with here and there a} 
tall. modern skyscraper rising above 
a decrepit building. 


1930 
left 
Takes a 
‘June 


successes of 


| 
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from page 2 


of the 


| wealth, 


| ally 


| made. 











Times Square for 
many years, the 
that it’s the hub 
throbs and lives. 
secms too big 
dynamic 


As you stand at 
the first time in 
realization comes 
world. It 
New York itself 
one person to grasp. It’s 
fast and impersonal. 

Coming from Europe, the 
that stand out most are the light. the 
the abundance, the pleni- 
tude, the waste. 

The Waste 

There is probably more food and} 
bread wasted in New York alone | 
daily. to feed entire starved-out cities 
in Europe. Half-smoked cigarets 
strew the streets. These butts would 
make, figuratively speaking, million- 
aires of half a dozen Spanish, Portu- 
guese or Arab cigaret pickers annu- 
and make many thousands of 
severely-rationed Frenchmen, Bel- 
gians or Central Europeans divinely 
happy. 

The automobiles look over-big, 
over-gaudy; one thinks immediately 
of the gas that must be consumed in 
New York in only one day. There 
are more taxis, with their over-talk- 
ative, friendly drivers, than in all 
the capitals of Europe together. 

One thinks of rationing systems, 
of curfews, of press, radio, food, 
drink and entertainment restrictions. 
One thinks of the mistrust and un- 
derfed millions one has left behind. 

All New York seems to be a city 
of gum-chewers, and it makes the 
European film interpretations of 
Yanks look real. Women smoking in 
Streets is quite a contrast with Eu- 
rope, where the femmes do their in- 
haling at the bar or table. 

Talking about the fairer sex is only 
natural and a few comparisons cer- 
tainly are not amiss. As you stroll 
up and down the streets and avenues 
you see elegantly gowned and well- 
shod dames. Their hats are more 
bizarre, their shoes flashier, their 
dressing goes to more extremes and 
truly they all look as if they are go- 
ing to a party. Actually, they may 
only be on their way to the nickel 
and dime store. The women of New 
York wear more, larger and costlier 
fur coats and wraps than the women 
of Europe. 

The Underpinnings 

Despite this concentration on 
clothes, the women of America do 
not show as much originality and 
taste in their dressing as the women 
of Europe. Here they all seem to 
come out of the same mold. You see 
too many of the same hats, the same 
shoes, the same dresses, the same 
coats. Here you get the impression 
of quantity. Here you go to a shop 
and pick out something already 
In Europe it’s usually made 
to order—hence more originality and 
less duplication. 





Street Analogies 

Sixth and Ninth avenues 
changed any with the departure of 
the ‘els.’ 

Fifth, Park 
plus many of the streets 
town, very much resemble the 
shopping streets of Europe, 
scrapers excepted. The shop 


cross up- 
best 


sky- 


Paix, Bond street, and those of other 


world-renowned hopping _ streets. 
They are just as smart, chic and 
sophisticated and a magnet to a 


European wife never before in 


America—like my own. 


The Great White Way is a great 
sight for one lonely for New York 
—and yet it doesn’t quite measure 


up to what the imagination has made 
of it. That long expanse of flicker- 
ing, colored shower of light, begin- 
ning with the moving news sign of 
The New York Times, which gives 
more news than the entire press of 
the Continent, is commercial, every 
little bit of it. Those reds, blues, 
yellows, greens and all the other 
hues on the color scale don’t com- 
pare, however, with the soft, golden 
floodlighting of Washington’s and 
European cities’ public monuments. 
A lighted building top here and 
there—like that of the Empire State 
—recalls such a scene. 

Broadway reminds one of the 
Place Clichy, or Montparnasse, in 
Paris, the streets leading to Picca- 
dilly Circus in London, Unter den 
Linden and the Wilhelmstrasse in 
Berlin, the Corso in Rome, the Gran 
Via in Madrid, the Avenida in Lis- 
bon—all before the war, of course. 


haven't | 


and Madison avenues, | 


win- | 
dows vie with those of the Rue de la | 


That naturally takes us to the 
underpinnings of the American girl. 
| In this field the American girl is 
without a peer. Those thousands of 
legs sheathed by those nylons— 
| which European women prize most 
| highly—demonstrate it’s not legend. 
| They are just as beautifully stream- 


district in the world, although 
there’s so much more of it concen- 
trated on New York’s rialto. Now|] 
that all the cities in Europe, with | 
few exceptions, are obscure under 
the blackout, Broadway's _ lights 
stand out more than ever 


for | 


things | 
' a contrast 


' . | 
plenty of talent, but the staging and | 


the gowns sometimes are a bad sec- 
ond to those of the Casino de Paris 
or Folies Bergere, where superior 
taste is displayed. 

One break the crowds get here are 
'the dearth of intermissions. In 
Europe those long, interminable 

waits, with dull, annoying advertis- 
ing the scree», wore on 
nerves 


for the radio 


on 


commercials here, 
which generally seem out of place 
and of extremely bad taste. I think 
they would drive away a potential 
buying audience. The elimination of 
seat-tipping, newsreels that tell the 
story, short subjects which really 
entertain, large comfortable seats, 
projection of films which don’t strain 
the eye and long, complete shows are 
and relief to European 
film theatres. 
Plenty of Luxury 

There’s plenty of luxury here 
alright but it seems to be farther 
from the average human being than 
in Europe. Over there there's less 
luxury but what there is seems to 
be more within the reach of the 
masses. For everyday living, how- 
ever, life is still more comfortable 
here. This of course brings us to 
some of the hot spots and restaurants 
of New York. In Europe you can 
go to the best boites—London ex- 
cepted—order a bottle of champagne 
and still leave with a shirt on your 
back. Here you order a sandwich 
and then go into hibernation for the 
rest of the season. 


The automat, the orangeade and 
hotdog stands, the cafeterias and 
drug stores are New York to the 
core. They haven’t changed except 
in number. The food looks just like 
the ads we have been looking at 
these many years in Yank mags in 
Europe. There’s plenty of it and 
plenty of variety. The restaurants 
of every nation simply swarm New 
York. Ice water, coffee and milk 
are just as characteristic of New 
York as the carafe de vin rouge and 
cafe noir are in Paris. 

If you walk around New York, 
just looking at the name of restau- 
rants, luxury shops for women’s 
clothing and perfumery and other 
femme gadgets, you often think you 
are back in Paris. One would say 
the vogue is for everything French. 
The names recall famed French 
hotels, restaurants, cafes, squares, 
streets, cities and famed historical 
personalities. 

To one who has lived in Paris, 
New York recalls the Ville Lumiere 
in more ways than one. For ex- 
ample, I can go through the film and 


newspaper district and run_ into 
swarms of friends I knew and 
worked with in Paris. In the pic 


biz alone I can see Ben Miggins and 
Bob Kreier of 20th-Fox, Laudy Law- 
rence of United Artists, Fred Leslie 
of Fox Movietone, playbroker Irvin 
Marks, Will Hays’ representative, 
Harold Smith; Bill O’Brien, Ernest 
Koenig, Fred Lange, Freddy Abbott, 
Reginald Armour, Bob Schless and 
a lost of others. Among the news- 
paper scribes I can run across Bill 
Shirer, Ed Taylor, Jules Frantz, Tom 
Crane, Bob Stern, Waverly Lewis 
Root, all with the old Chicago 
Tribune in Paris. This just about 
touches the surface, for there are 
scores of others whom I run across 
almost daily. 


Radio and Press 
This brings. us to the radio and 





| ° ° 
| lined as everything else in America 
is. 

The women here as a 


| more independent and self-sufficient 
| than in Europe. Their men com- 
panions are but wear | 


well-dressed 
more of the sports type of clothing. 
i . ; 
The large-brimmed felt hats contrast 


| with the smaller rimmed European 

| affairs. The men here look more 
like a complement to their female | 
companions than the dominating | 

| males of the Latin countries. A man 


| pushing a baby carriage in Europe is 
an unusual sight. Here it’s not un- 


common. 
The theatrical crowds are very 
much the same the world over. 


Those in New York push and maul 
their way to the ticket booth, for- 
getting all about Emily Post, as they 
do elsewhere. They whistle and 
shout and applaud and boo for what 
they like or dislike on the stage and 
screen alike. 

I found the pictures, revues, musi- 
cal comedies and vaude here to be 
without equal. The film showcases 
are palaces by comparison. Some of 
the leading cinemas here on Broad- 
way put on better stage shows than 
the best revue houses in Europe. 

The choruses are only approached 
in European dancing technique by 
the British. They still have the edge 





It recalls any theatrical or hotspot 


nat tr Pi meen 


in ability, finish and unison. One or 
two revues I’ve seen here have 


I a 














whole look | 


En EE AR ae 


press. If it weren't for the deadly 
competition going on in the wings 
| at would all appear to be a great 
game. 
| any news bulletin without shouting 
i With suspense and 
their voice. Every statement is a 
‘flash.’ In between someone has to 
| plug for some product which is 
bound to give you oomph, person- 
ality or something to rate with the 


femmes, or if you are a lady some- 
thing to bow] the male over, 

| Every hour seems to produce a 
| 


new edition of the press—new head- 
lines, new stories. For two or three 
cents you have enough to keep you 
busy for hours, for a dime enough to 
keep you stocked up on reading ma- 
terial for all of Sunday. Morning 
papers seem to appear at night and 
night papers in the morning. Big 
bold headlines scream out mere 
rumors or reports. 

For example, when I arrived, the 
day’s headlines were based on some- 
thing that never occurred. The 
papers had Marshal Petain resigned 
and the German army on its way to 
Spain. That was several weeks ago. 
It all seems queer, 

All this is New York. Free 
matches, hotels with free soap and 
no 10% charge, the aim-to-please- 
smile which seems too practiced, tax! 
drivers who call you buddy and food, 
drinks and clothing, without ration- 
ing cards. 





excitement in| 


the | 
although much can’t be said | 








| 








branching out, having opened a res- 
taurant this week. 

G. N. Bragg, Guide Rocks, Neb., 
is celebrating his 10th anniversary 
with the Opera House. 


Woodrow Simek, of the Neu, Ash- 


land, Neb., enlisted in the air corps, 
so his father, Frank, who has houses 


'in Scotland and Tripps, S. Dak., is 


| 


supervising the third stand from 
afar, with an occasional trip. 

Doc White, in Wahoo, is working 
on blueprints of a second theatre, 
which he’s rushing to get ready for 
the shell-loading plant, a $15,000,000 
job, which is starting immediately. 
Wahoo is the state’s only boom- 
town. 

Alvin Hendricks, manager of the 


| Varsity, and Major Biff Jones, Ne- 


braska football coach, were called 
for the army the same day (2). 


Sam Lefkowitz Moves Up 

Sam Lefkowitz, New York branch 
manager for Warner Bros., has been 
named metropolitan district head 
over the N. Y.-Brooklyn-northern 
New Jersey territory as successor 
to Eddie Schnitzer, who resigned last 
week reportedly to join United Art- 
ists. 

In turn, Roger Mahan, New Haven 
exchange manager, comes into N. Y. 
to succeed Lefkowitz, while Philip 

erman shifts from Montreal to 
take over at New Haven. L. I. Co- 
val, manager at Vancouver, is pro- 
moted to the more important Mont- 
real exchange, and Earl H. Dalgleish, 
Vancouver booker, moves up to head 
the office at that point. 

Before becoming N. Y. branch 
manager in 1940, Lefkowitz was of- 
fice manager and head booker. 


Stearn’s Southern Tour 


Bert Stearn, new western division 
sales manager for United Artists, 





who has returned to the home-office 
after covering numerous branches 
in the west and northwest, leaves 
the end of this week on a sOuthern 
jaunt. 

He goes to Charlotte, Atlanta, 
Orleans and Dallas. 


New 





Dortic Transferred 
Pittsburgh, Jan. 27. 

Charlie Dortic, WB salesman cele- 
brating his 22d anniversary in local 
film industry, has been shifted by 
D. F. (Dinty) Moore, branch man- 
ager, froni West Virginia territory to 
Main Line, exchanging places with 
Howard Minsky, who takes over the 
mountain state district. Latter is a 
brother of Joe Minsky, recently re- 
leased from army, being Over 28, and 
then recalled just fortnight after 
Moore had appointed him office 
manager here. So far no successor 
has been named. 

Mode-Art Pictures, Inc., has just 
acquired the business of Atlantic 
Screen Service, which was founded 
by Charles Stanton, who died sev- 
eral years ago. Since his death, out- 
fit has been operated by Stanton’s 
widow. 

Edward Sonz, of National Screen 
Service sales staff here, has been 
moved to the Minnezspolis office in 
a similar capacity and he’s 
replaced here by Sam Liggett, from 
Col’s home office in N. Y. 

Joe Zangrelli, of WB booking de- 
partment, has been promoted to the 


Celia Horelick has moved 
post at the local exchange. 

Frank Reller, student manager at 
Loew’s Penn theatre, has been ap- 
pointed assistant manager of Loew’s 
State in St. Louis, and Russell Sil- 
vira has been upped from chief of 
service to replace him. 

Eugene Wintner, in charge of ad- 
vertising posters at the Col ex- 


into his 





change, has been called by the army 


Radio announcers can’t give | 29d his job has been taken over by | 


a Film Row newcomer, George Mc- 
Geary. 


Steve Rodnok, Jr.. 


manager of 


Oaks theatre in Oakmont and son of | 


the owner, has enlisted in the army 


| air corps and his brother has taken 


over his post. Rodnok is also a 
brother of Lyda Rodnok, featured 
organist at Club 51, local nitery. 

Briefies: Mrs. Lucy Armstrong has 
resigned her berth at the M-G ex- 
change. She’d been there for nearly 
15 years...Jack Mervis, of indie cir- 
cuit bearing his name and who was 
recently released from army, being 
over 28, has been recalled. Another 
brother, Ray, is at Great Lakes Na- 
val Station, with Norman Mervis 
now in charge of their theatres... 
Dorothy Goldstein, of Par exchange, 
has announced her engagement to 
Sam Melnick. ..Mark Goldman, Mon- 
ogram manager, up and around 
again after second siege at West 
Penn Hospital. 





Schwartz Heads Cleve. MPEA 

Cleveland, Jan. 27. 
Ernest Schwartz was put in the 
driver’s seat by indie exhibitors, who 
elected him president of Cleveland 
Motion Picture Exhibitors’ Assn. at 
annual meeting last week. A. E. Ptak 
also elected vice-prez.; George W. 
Erdmann is again secretary and gen- 
eral manager; L. G. Baldwin, treas- 
urer. Following were appointed as 





board members: Frank Porozynski, 
three-year term; Theodore Vermes, 


Continued from page 16 


1 Theatres—Exchanges 


being | 


Cincinnati office as head booker, and | 











three years; John D. Kalafat. two 
years; Myer S. Fine, one year; Percy 
E. Essick, one year; L. G. Baldwin, 
one year; James Scoville, one year, 
Norman Myers was promoted from 
treasureship of RKO Palace to post 


as manager of RKO-Keith’s 105th 
Street, ace nabe stand on circuit's 
| local chain. Replaces Norman Ek, 


who was transferred to Detroit to 
manage RKO Uptown. George Ross- 
man made assistant to manager Ken. 
neth Means at the local Palace. 
Three switches made on Warner 
circuit. George Fraser shifted from 
Warner's Columbia in Portsmouth, 
O., to Palace in Laxvaine as man- 
ager to succeed John La Due, who 
resigned. Paul Jacobs moved from 
the Lyric in Portsmouth to manage 
chain’s Columbia in same _ town, 
James Tracy, who was his assistant, 
up to Lyric’s managership. Arthyr 
Weinberger has become new office 
supervisor of WB exchange, as re- 
sult of Stanley Kositsky’s step up- 
ward as ‘head booker. Zenny Gold- 
ston, who was in booking department, 
transferred to Los Angeles. 











Studio Labor | 


Continued from page 5 





lasted well into the night, agreement 
was reached with all of these. Un- 
der the deals made, increases will 
run around 10% for all of the eight 
locals excepting the soundmen, with 
reclassifications in that union scaling 
the boost from 10% to as high as 
50° in scme instances. 


‘Good Deal’ for Studios 


In spite of the increases granted 
and the many changes in working 
conditions, opinion in the trade is 
that the producers made as good a 
deal as could be expected in the 
face of the terrific demands made 
by the various studio locals of the 
IATSE. 

Conditions include the following: 





Minimum call of six hours in- 
| stead of three as formerly. 

All Sunday work to be decuble- 
; time instead of time-and-a-half. 
| Two-and-a-half times the normal 
'pay for golden hours, which start 
|after 16 hours of consecutive work, 


Studios never had this before. 

All calls for the next day must 
now be cancelled by 8 p.m. the night 
| before. 

If working until midnight, a meal 
must be provided. 

Minimum of eight hours for travel 
time. 

After six hours of work time out 
for meals must be provided or 
double time starts. 

If called more than once in a day, 
after six hours time-and-a-half is 
paid. 

If putting in three hours on a six- 
hour shift, higher classifications are 
called for depending on the work 
done. 

When working after 10 p.m. time- 

and-half is to be paid to all workers. 
| This is a big concession, since work 
| goes by shifts and one may start at 
|8 p.m. 
All time on holidays to be double 
Any employee laid off at the end 
|of a shift is to be paid then or by 
|check within 24 hours. 

If not notified of layoff and the 
employee comes back next day, he 
must be rehired for that day. 

All time begins and ends at the 
department, which means that pay- 
off facilities must be set up in each 
rather than have it handled by the 
| studio cashier. 

Retroactive to July 1 

The agreement with the IA locals 
is retroactive to July 1 last and runs 
to the end of 1943. 

Richard F. Walsh, president of the 
IATSE, who sat in at all the N. Y. 
sessions, has been very helpful dur- 
ing the three weeks of negotiations, 
it is reported. His attitude is said 
to have been that if a local is wrong 
then he is not going to defend it, but 
if it has a legitimate kick that local 
may rely on him and the IA. 

In addition to studio managers 
whe came east for the sessions with 
Pat Casey, chairman of the pro- 
ducers labor committee and his as- 
sistant, Fred Pelton, those attending 
included S. R. Kent, Nicholas M. 
Schenck, Barney Balaban, George J. 
Schaefer, Joseph Hazen and others. 
Each of the eight 4ocals had repre- 
sentatives in the east for the parleys, 
while also two executives of the lab 
technicians came on, although their 
deal was made last summer. How- 
ever, it is reported the producers 
are granting the labmen an addi- 
ticnal 5%, also retroactive to July 1, 

The projectionists, who took their 
boost of 10% last fall, remain at that 
figure, but working conditions agreed 
upon during the past three weeks 
will apply to all of the 10 IA unions. 
including the labmen and _ pro- 
jectionists. 
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Increased Taxation Holds U's “41 Net 


To $2,673,249, S282477 Better Than ’40 


Increase of $1,419,778 in federal 
income and excess profits taxes in 
the fiscal year ending last Nov. 1 
held Universal Pictures net profit for 
the 12-month period to $2,673,249, or 
a modest increase of $282,477 over 
the net profit of $2,390,772 for the 
preceding fiscal year after all taxes 
had been provided for. This tax 
hike is more than 100% and equal to 
$10.52 per U common share. 

Universal’s profit before deductions 
for taxes totalled $4,396,499, which 
corresponds to net of $2,861,472 in 
the fiscal year ending in October, 
1940, or an increase of $1,535.027. 
Gross income of corporation climbed 
from $27,677,627 in 1940 to $30,283,523 
in fiscal year just completed. J. 
Cheever Cowdin, chairman of the 
board, in his letter to stockholders 
with the annual report issued last 
week, cites that gross income from 
operations has increased from $17,- 
408,254 in the year ended Oct. 31, 
1936 steadily every year since until 
the $30,283,523 total was reached 
last year. 

Working capital position of Uni- 
versal continues to improve, Cow- 
din’s report states, current and work- 
ing assets amounting to $14,139,817, 
with current liabilities of $3,651,592, 
or a ratio of nearly 4 to 1 for the 
year just finished. This contrasts 
with working assets of $11,065,337 
and liabilities of $4,241,774 in the 
year before. 

Pointed out that the company has 
continued its efforts to arrive at a 
basis for simplification of Universal’s 
corporate structure to satisfy all 
classes of stockholders. The report 
revealed that there are only 9,229 
shares of first preferred stock now 
outstanding. Universal has continued 
to purchase its first preferred stock 
from time to time throughout the 
year for sinking fund purposes, thus 
reducing the total. It also was re- 
ported that the company was able to 
resume payment of dividends on the 
first preferred on July 1 last year. 
This was the first divvy since Oct. 1, 
1932. 

Universal’s foreign business 
amounted to $11,275,028 which was 
better than the $10,123,366 in 1940, 
and the amount of dollars received 
from foreign territories was greater. 

Fact that U is still a defendant in 
several anti-trust suits but has not 
joined in any Consent Decree, is 
covered by the report. Explained 
that the reason Universal did not 
join in the decree is that it felt the 
radical changes in_ distribution 
methods provided in this decree 
were unsound in law and in fact, and 
against the best interests of U. 

Universal Annual Earnings 
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Just as Effective 





Hollywood, Jan. 27. 


Justice will be served in west- 
ern pictures despite the govern- 
ment tabu on shootin’ irons and 
ammunition that goes into the 
muskets. Republic producers 
got around the difficulty by hav- 
ing their heroes on horseback 
bone up on tossing around the 
lasso. 


In ‘South of Santa Fe,’ the 
menace is brought to his knees 
by weil directed tosses of the 
rope by Roy Rogers. Nor does 
Don Barry miss ol’ Roscoe in 
his pursuit of the villain in 
‘Stagecoach Express.’ Sensing 
the trend, he practiced up on his 
lassoing and in the _ picture 
proves expert in its manipula- 
tion by hog-tieing a band of cat- 
tle rustlers. 

Producers are all for the rop- 
ing substitute as it heightens the 
thrills. 


656 FIRES IN 
2 THEATRES 


Holyoke, Mass., Jan. 27. 


A spectacular fire in the newly- 
renovated Victory theatre was ex- 
tinguished Sunday (25) only after 
causing damage estimated at nearly 
$40,000. The two-alarm fire, believed 
to have started from a smoldering 
cigaret, brought all the city’s fire 
equipment to the stubborn blaze. 


Officials of the Western Massa- 
chusetts Theatres, Inc., said it would 
be months before the house could be 
put into operation again. The house 
had been doing a good business 
drawing heavily from nearby West- 
overfield and had been recently re- 
decorated. The cigaret is believed 
to have smudged all night in the 
mezzanine and started a flame that 
ran up the partitions and then 
through to the roof. A passing milk- 
man gave the alarm. 

The theatre is housed in a 23-year- 
old building. 











25G Bethlehem Fire 
Bethlehem, Pa., Jan. 27. 

Damage 
was done to Boyd theatre building 
here Saturday night (24). 


to theatre alone was $25,000. Less 


approximating $200,000 


Damage 


Cowdin, Blumberg In 
Universal Stock Deals 


Washington, Jan. 27. 

Belated reports of operations in 
Universal stock by corporate insid- 
ers were unveiled by the Securities 
& Exchange Commission last week. 
Semi-monthly survey had nothing 
about transactions in other film com- 
pany shares by ground-floor tenants. 

J. Cheever Cowdin, New York 
financier, reported a holding com- 
pany, in which he has a stake, ac- 
quired 150 Universal Corp. voting 
trust certificates in April, and Na- 
than J. Blumberg, U’s prez, swapped 
15.000 five-year common warrants 
for an equal number of voting trust 
certificate warrants. 

Peyton Gibson and S. Machnovitch 
revealed Universal Corp. in October 
had dumped 220 pieces of first pre- 
ferred in Universal Pictures Co., not 
disclosing their stake in the parent 
corporation. 


NEW PRC BD. 
UPS BUDGETS 


First step taken by the new board 
of directors of Producers Releasing 
Corp. Saturday (24) was to vote 
upped budgets for the remainder of 
the season’s product and on pix to 
be released on the 1942-43 program. 
Majority interest in PRC was re- 
cently acquired by Pathe Labora- 
tories, resulting in election of the 
new board and the increased ex- 
penditures, 

New board consists of O. Henry 
Briggs, PRC prez; Leon Fromkess, 
PRC v.p.; Robert Benjamin, of Phil- 
lips, Nizer, Benjamin and Krim, at- 
torneys; Kenneth Young, chairman 
of board of Pathe Laboratories; 
George Bonwick, v.p. of Pathe; 
Harry Asher, PRC’s Boston fran- 
chiseholder, and George Gill, Wash- 
ington franchiseholder. 

PRC board election preceded open- 
ing of three-day regional sales meet 
in New York. Next one will be 
held in Little Rock, Ark., starting 
Saturday (31). 

PRC has contracted with Dixon 
Harwin to make a pair of features 
for 1942 release. First one, to hit 
the stages in February, is a comedy 
meller, ‘The Ghost and the Guest.’ 


LOEW’S 1ST QUARTER 
NET IS $2,627,145 


Loew’s, Inc. (Metro) net profit in- 
creased nearly $700,000 in the first 
12 weeks of the company’s new fiscal 
year ending last Nov. 20. Net profit 
for the period amounted to $2,627,- 
145, as against $1,936,245 in corre- 























circuit in the Washington-Virginia 
territory; and others representing 
local Washington houses. 

King’s department in the OCD was 
furnished with copies of various air- 
raid regulations so far devised by 
the industry, including the first to 
be compiled by Weitman, who is 
managing director of the Paramount, 
N. Y. Another session is planned 
in Washington following, study of 
various plans and problems to be 
met, and, after a final draft receives 
the official OCD stamp, it will be 
distributed to the nation’s theatres. 


tion of possible sabotage and its 
prevention will become a part of the 
air-raid precautions, with especial 
stress laid on the importance of this 
danger for theatrey in larger indus- 
trial centers or where patronage in- 
cludes a lot of transients. Some 
theatres have facilities for checking 
packages. This service has been dis- 
pensed with by Weitman at the 
Paramount, N. Y., and may become 
one of the recommendations of the 
OCD instructions to theatres every- 
where. The sabotage angle was dis- 
cussed at the Friday meeting in 
Washington. 

Method of distribution of the of- 
ficial air-raid precautions when 
ready remains to be determined, but 
it may be through local OCD offices, 
where existing, and through mayors 
of cities and towns. 





Lists Precautions 


Washington, Jan. 27. 
Air raids should not interfere with 
theatre operations, while exhibitors 
should offer refuge to people caught 
on downtown streets in case of 
enemy attacks, group of representa- 
tive theatre managers concluded last 





| week after huddling with the Office 


jof Civilian Defense about war 
operating policies and precautions. 
Recommendafions for approved prac- 
tices during blackouts and actual 
bombings are 
O.C.D. officials and probably will be 
circulated to exhibitors shortly. 

Setting up a permanent commit- 
tee with John J. Payette, local 
Warner Bros. Zone manager as 
chairman, the exhibitor spokesmen 
agreed theatres—by and large—-are 
among the safest places for the gen- 
eral public, providing proper pre- 
cautions are taken. Discussions 
ranged from taking care of boxoffice 
cash to preventing panics. 

While provisions should be made 
for thoroughly blacking out, houses 
should be kept lighted as much as 
local authorities will permit, the 
group decided. Turning off the 
marquee bulbs, it was pointed out, 
would be a good way of helping 
sound alarms. 

Unified Precautions 


Unify Raid Precautions 


Continued from page 3 


It is believed likely that the ques- | 











Practices which the O.C.D. might 
advocate to theatre-managers, the 


—— 





ence should be prevented from trying 
to leave during an alarm. In case of 
raids, the manager should assume 
command on the floor, using his 
judgment about telling the customers 
and seeing that all subordinates are 
on the job.” 

The theatre managers felt it wouid 
be wise to catalog doctors and nurses 
attending their shows, in case they 
are summoned for emergency duty 
or needed to care for patrons inside. 
Houses should contain necessary 
medicines and bandages, along with 
sand piles, flashlights, and regular 
safety equipment, 


MISS. NEARLY 
K.0.5 BLUE LAW 


Memphis, Jan, 27. 

Mississippi almost voted Sunday 
films into existence last week. Final 
stronghold of the Sabbath blue laws 
in the mid-South, the state kept its 
closing statute on the books by a 
legislative margin so narrow that 
a switch of five votes would have 
meant repeal. It was the closest to 
an upset the House of Representa- 
tives has known in years. 

Up to present sessions, forces 
favoring Sunday cinemas have been 
too weak to even get the issue to a 
vote. This time it was different. 
Governor Johnson, having learned 
from his son in draft camp the need 
for relaxation for the troops on Sun- 
day afternoon, placed his stamp of 
approval on a bill drafted by Rep- 
resentatives Ted Russell and George 
Woodliff. Motion Picture Theatre 
Owners of Arkansas, Mississippi and 
Tennessee threw their resources be- 
hind the measure. 

Leading the fight against the bill 








: | was a Baptist minister, the Rev. J. 
being mulled bY | p. Holder, who is also a legislator, 


| He made his drive on strictly moral 


grounds and repeal measure was 
beaten 66 to 58. The vote also wiped 
out a number of amendments that 
had been accepted previously, not- 
ably one legalizing Sunday baseball 
and another giving municipal or 
county authorities the right to de- 
cide whether and during what hours 
on Sunday the theatres should oper- 
ate. Lost in these preliminaries was 
a motion by Representative John 
Holloman to restrict Sunday shows 
to an area within 50 miles of army 
training camps, 

Having lost the Sunday show is- 
sue, Mississippi theatre Owners are 
out now to gain repeal of the state 
admission tax levy on theatres, a 
10% grab over and above federal 
taxes, according to R. X. Williams, 
of Oxford, president of the tri-state 
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Indie Exhibs Now Ducking RKO, Par, 
20th Trial in Mpls.; Want to Avoid 


Grilling Into Their Theatres Profits 





Mianeapolis, Jan. 27. 

Trial of major distributors for 
violation of the Minnesota Anti- 
Consent Decree Law wound up 
today (Tuesday) and went to 
judge for decision. In effect, this 
criminal action was joined with 
civil suits testing measures con- 
stitutionality. 





Unexpected developments have re- 
sulted in a hasty revision of a plan 
conceived by Northwest Allied, 
sponsor of the Minnesota anti-con- 
sent decree law, to have the state 
call a small army of independent ex- 
hibitors as rebuttal witnesses in the 
trial of Paramount, RKO and 20th- 
Fox. They were to testify to alleged 
unfair trade practices to justify enact- 
ment of the measure which requires 
distributors to sell their entire sea- 
son’s product subject to a minimum 
20% cancellation, and which the 
three film companies are charged 
with violating. 

The developments were in the 
shape of a bombshell tossed by the 
defense counsel, J. W. Finley and 
David Shearer, when their cross- 
examination of several of the exhib- 
itor witnesses who already have 
taken the stand indicated that the 
matter of theatre earnings would be 
thoroughly delved into. 

These witnesses had testified they 
were compelled to pay for many 
more pictures than they could play. 
They also had told how they were 
forced to buy films injurious to their 
business and also shorts that they 
did not desire, and to pay for them 
even though they were not played. 
This line of testimony was calculated 
to show that Minnesota independent 
exhibitors need the anti-consent de- 
cree law for their protection. 

But, on the defense counsel’s mo- 
tion, the court already has directed 
Will Glaser, Fairbault, Minn., inde- 
pendent exhibitor, first of the wit- 
nesses marshalled by Northwest Al- 
lied, to produce records covering his 
theatre operations for the past sev- 
eral years. 

The defense counsel said they were 
ready to bring out that the independ- 
ent exhibitors who have taken the 
stand have netted substantal earn- 
ings from their theatres and that net 
profits on many films have been so 
tremendous that operations in. the 
aggregate size up as extremely re- 
munerative and provide unusually 
big returns on the investments. They 
declared that their cross-examination 
would reveal that in many instances 
as little as 34%% of gross receipts 
had been paid for pictures. 


Exhib Avoids Grilling 


One of the Twin City independent 
exhibitors, who was subpoenaed and 
Was waiting to take the stand, was 
to have been given a particular 
grilling about his alleged success 
story, but now he won’t be called. 
Defense counsel asserted they were 
prepared to bring out by their cross- 
examination of him and by the rec- 
ords of his theatres’ operations that 
comparatively few years ago he and 
his brother were peddlers; that they 
started as exhibitors with $500 
capital; that now, after less than two 
decades, they have built up and own 
a circuit of six Twin City and 
suburban theatres, most of them de- 


luxe houses and one rating among 
the best-paying Minneapolis and St. 


Paul neighborhood situations, and 
that their present assets run into the 
hundreds of thousands of dollars. 

In explaining the decision to keep 
other independent exhibitors off the 
witness stand, Northwest Allied lead- 
ers said the change of plans was 
occasioned by a disinclination to 
permit the distributors to ‘crucify’ 
the theatre owners by compelling 
the latter to make their boxoffice 
statements public. 


Friedl On Stand 

On cross-examination, John J. 
Friedl, Minnesota Amus. Company 
(Paramount circuit) president, whom 
the state had called as a witness in 
order to bring out that the big af- 
filiated chain had first-runs on all 
Pictures and gets to play them in 
its houses before the independent 
exhibitors can do so, testified that 
his company spends $150,000 to $165,- 
000 a year in advertising first-runs 
in the Twin City and another $25,- 
000 to $30,000 on second-run adver- 
tising. The purpose was to indicate 
that the subsequent run independents 
benefit from first and second run 
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advertising by playing the pictures 

later and that clearance, therefore, 

is not so harmful to them as claimed. 
Grandstrum’s Testimony 

George Granstrum, owner of two 
St. Paul deluxe nabes, testified that, 
in order to obtain the type and class 
of pictures necessary to operate his 
theatres, he must buy five to six con- 
tracts and pay for 35 to 50 more pic- 
tures a year than he can play. 

He was the first of the state’s ex- 
hibitor rebutta! witnesses and, at his 
testimony’s conclusion, counsel for 
the defense claimed surprise and de- 
manded to know the names of others 
subpoenaed and the questions to be 
asked them. They obtained a brief 
adjournment so that they themselves 
could interview these exhibitors. 

One of the last of the defense wit- 
nesses, W. H. Workman, Metro 
branch manager, charged a lack of 
patriotism in the independent ex- 
hibitors’ ranks. He based his ac- 
cusation on the refusal of most of 
them to play ‘Land of Liberty’ Cis- 
tributed by his company. 

It was indicated that the trial 
might be ended this week. The de- 
fense contends the law is unconsti- 
tutional and is prepared to carry its 
fight to the U. S. supreme court if 
necessary. 


Arbitrations 
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Albany, N. Y., Jan. 27. 

Failure of the interested parties to 
agree upon the choice of an arbitra- 
tor from the panel submitted by the 
local AAA office led the Associa- 
tion to select Joseph Rosch, counsel 
for the Delaware & Hudson Rail- 
road and former Supreme Court 
Justice, to serve in the case brought 
by Smalley Theatres, Inc., Coopers- 
town, against Metro, Paramount, 
RKO, 20th-Fox. Smalley seeks a 
Warners reduction in the 14 days’ 
clearance now held by Schine’s Co- 
lonial, Norwich, over Smalley’s the- 
atre in the 25-mile-distant village of 
Sidney. 

Meanwhile, Schine is reported to 
have filed as an intervenor in the 
case. The first hearing is scheduled 
to be held Thursday (29) in the 
AAA office here. 





St. L. Operator Appeals 
St. Louis, Jan. 27. 

The recent double-barrelled action 
of former Circuit Judge J. Wesley 
McAfee, serving as an AAA arbi- 
trator, in nixing the clearance plea 
of Victor B. Thien, indie owner- 
operator of a North St. Louis house 
and then waiving his $50 fee, hasn’t 
suited Thien and he has appealed 
the decision to the New York AAA. 
McAfee’s action reduced Thien’s 
costs in the case to $10. 

Thien beefed that the clearance by 
20th-Fox and Paramount to the St. 
Louis Amus. Co.’s Aubert and Union, 
both located in the same section of 
the city as Thien’ss Palm, was un- 
reasonable. He contended that there 
should have been no clearance and 
that the Aubert should not be con- 
sidered in its exhibition zone. An- 
other point presented by Thien was 
that the Aubert charged a lower ad- 
mish price than the Palm, although 
the former house was obtaining 
flickers ahead of the Palm. The 
Union and Aubert are operated by 
Fanchon & Marco. 








Bainter as Mrs. Wiggs’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 27. 

Fay Bainter draws the title role 
in the remake of ‘Mrs. Wiggs of the 
Cabbage Patch’ at Paramount 
through a loanout deal with Metro. 

Earlier version, played by Pauline 
Lord, is undergoing an extensive re- 
write, with filming slated to start 
Feb. 16. 


The Trail Gets Hot 


Hollywood, Jan. 27. 

‘Ellery Queen and the Living 
Corpse,’ sixth of Larry Darmour’s 
series Of whodunits for Columbia 
release, went into production with 
William Gargan in the detective role 
and Margaret Lindsay as femme 
lead. 

James Hogan directs from a script 
by Eric Taylor. 














STILL FIGHTING 


St. L. Films Council Renews Drive 
Against Triple-Featuring 





Although state solons are com- 
pletely indifferent and local exhibs 
very apathetic towards the aim of 
the Better Films Council of Greater 
St. Louis, which wants to eliminate 
triple-feature programs, the Council 
has intensified its drive to achieve 
the goal. Thousands of pledge cards, 
to be signed by those who are -op- 
posed to the ‘basement bargain stuff,’ 
have been distributed in St. Louis 
and adjacent St. Louis County. 

The cards read: ‘Recognizing the 
importance of quality programs in 
motion picture theatres, I promise 
to cooperate with the Greater Film 
Council of Greater St. Louis in their 
efforts to eliminate the Triple-Fea- 
ture programs in cinema theatres. I 
shall protest the showing of three 
feature films and support that pro- 
test by refusing to patronize theatres 
showing such programs.’ 


GOV'T CHARGES COL. 
WITH DELAYING TRIAL 


The Government, through Robert 
L. Wright, special assistant to the 
U. S. Attorney General, will object 
on Feb. 18 to interrogatories filed on 
it by Columbia Pictures Corp. 
Argument will be before Judge 
Henry Warren Goddard in the N. Y. 
federal court. Most important of 
the objections of the U. S. will be 
that Columbia, by filing these inter- 
rogatories so late, is unreasonably 
delaying the trial of the suit. 

The U. S. is suing Columbia, 
United Artists and Universal under 
the Sherman anti-trust act claiming 
restraint of trade. Other objections 
of the U. S. to the questions are that 
Columbia served it with a similar 
set in Dec., 1939, and this set was 
not serviceable without leave of the 
court. 


Henie Icing Holding Up 
Next 20th Film’s Start 


Hollywood, Jan. 27. 

Sonja Henie’s return to pictures 
at 20th-Fox, originally slated for 
Feb. 1, has been postponed for one 
month to allow the continuance of 
her ice show, currently touring the 
east. 

Choice of two scripts, ‘Iceland’ and 

















‘Quota Girl,’ awaits the skating star’s 
return. 








w 

Nitery Meet | 
Continued from page a 
investigated and a determination 
made, and (5) if the present method 
of arbitration (under the consent de- 
cree) is unsatisfactory, a substitute 
plan be evolved. 

In commenting on his outline, 
Rodgers declared: ‘Because of the 
statement of the Department of Jus- 
tice relative to the consent decree, 
some may be inclined to consider 
these problems with one eye on June 
1 (the date on which the consenting 
companies may apply to the court 
for relief), but it seems to me that 
the entire spirit of this unity activity 
will be injured, if not lost, if we ap- 
proach these problems from the 
angle of, ‘We better had or else.’ 

‘I would like to see us approach 
these problems in the same spirit 
that gave birth to this activity and 
this meeting—a genuine desire on 
the part of everyone to solve within 
the industry our problems in our 
way. ,I believe that the motion pic- 
ture industry expects from this unity 
meeting this type of immediate ac- 
tion or planning.’ 

Application for incorporation of 
the conference as a non-profit or- 
ganization will be made later this 
week. A committee composed of 
Abram F.. Myers, of Allied: Felix 
Jenkins, of 20th-Fox, and Howard 
Levenson, of Warners, was appointed 
for this purpose. A committee on 
organization and to select an execu- 
tive secretary also was appointed. 
Members are Col. H. A. Cole, retir- 
ing president of Allied; Ed Kuyken- 
dall, president of MPTOA;: Ned E. 
Depinet, RKO, and Harry Brandt. 

At the opening session of the con- 
ference a plan for industry action on 
tax matters was presented by Spyros 
Skouras. A resolution for better- 
ment of the industry’s position be- 
fore the public was introduced by 
George J. Schaefer. 

Temporary financing of the confer- 
ence activities was raised by pledges 
of $10,000, equally divided among the 
seven distributing cornpanies present 
and the three exhibitor groups, 
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Info On Defense Shorts 


To meet requests of exhibitors, ‘Variety’ lists herewith the titles and 
brief summaries of defense film shorts and trailers available in all 
exchange cities and authorized by the Motion Picture Industry War 
Activities Committee, 1501 Broadway, New York. 

Bookers in all branch offices are informed of the individual territorial 
distributors. 

‘Power for Defense,’ National Defense Commission; 10 mins. Shows 
how Tennessee Valley power is used to turn wheels of defense indus- 
tries. ' 

‘Army Recruiting Trailers,’ War Dept.; 1 min. 
Calls attention to need for skilled recruits.” 

‘Calling All Workers,’ Social Security Board and National Screen 
Service; less than 2 mins. Points up federal census of unemployed 
employables. 

‘America Preferred,’ U. S. Treasury; 4 mins. Trailer made by Metro 
urging purchase of war bonds and savings stamps. 

‘Seven Tags,’ Treasury Dept. Trailers, all running less than one 
minute calling attention to defense bond and savings stamps. For at- 
taching to end of a feature film. 

‘Where Do We Go?’, U.S.0O.; Less than 2 mins. Trailer,made to pro- 
mote drive for funds needed to improve recreational facilities of mili- 
tary forces. 

‘Bits and Pieces,’ GEM; 3 mins. Emphasizes the importance of sub- 
contracting armament orders, using 12,000 parts needed in airplane 
motor as example. 

‘America Builds Ships, OEM; 4 mins. Portrays activities in ship 
yards as U. S. builds vast merchant marine. 

‘Army in Overalls, OEM; 3 mins. Summarizes the activities of 
Civilian Conservation Corps in preparing landing fields, artillery 
ranges, etc. 

‘Bomber,’ OEM; 10 mins. Outlines production of a leading type 
medium bomber used by U. S. Army. Commentary written by Carl 
Sandburg. 

‘From Pots to Planes,’ OEM; 3 mins. How scrap aluminum was col- 
lected and converted into fighting planes. 

‘Women in Defense,’ OEM; listed only as a short. Partly played by 
women in defense, with commentary written by Mrs. Eleanor Roose- 
velt and narrated by Katharine Hepburn. 

‘Red Cross Trailer,’ Red Cross; 2 mins. Appeal for $50,000,000 War 
Fund. : 

‘Safeguarding Military Information,’ Research Council; 10 mins. 
Originally made for the U. S. War Department as a training film, it 
has been placed in theatrical distribution since America’s entry into 
the war in order to warn civilians against careless statements that 
might aid saboteurs and enemy agents. 





Twelve in this series, 





Inside Stuff —Pictures 


Bob Weitman, managing director of the Paramount, N. Y., and a Times 
Square air-raid warden, went on the Double or Nothing radio quiz pro- 
gram Sunday night (25) and won $37 in savings stamps, which he donated 
to the March of Dimes Infantile Paralysis Fund, as did others on the show. 

Briefly, Weitman stated what the Paramount was doing on air-raid pre- 
cautions and that when the first alarm sounded Dec. 9 they let several 
hundred persons into the theatre for shelter, none of whom tried to re- 
main to see the show on the cuff. 


Fastest skort ever turned out by Walt Disney is ‘The New Spirit,’ spool 
on income taxes for the Treasury Department with Donald Duck. Briefie 
was completed in six weeks as against the customary period of six months 
for Disney subjects. Motion picture division of War Activities Committee 
will distribute prints to 12,000 theatres. Also finished in near record time 
was ‘Donald’s Decision’ for Canadian government, to aid the campaign 
on war savings. Cartoon plant is now at work on another series for 
Canada dealing with technical subjects. 











Although both 20th-Fox and Samuel Goldwyn are readying baseball 
pictures, the former’s yarn, ‘Dem Lovely Bums,’ will in no way conflict 
with Goldwyn’s ‘Pride of the Yankees,’ a biog of Lou Gehrig’s diamond 
career. The 20th pitch, with Pat O’Brien as the ‘loveliest of the bums,’ 
will treat of the effects of the game on the lives of two families with a 
complete absence of actual baseball scenes. ‘Dem Bums’ is naturally 
concerned with the Brooklyn Dodgers, who acquired that appellation in 
the last world’s series. 





Unit producer deal consummated by Hal Wallis with Warners guaran- 
tees him a weekly salary of $5,000, the same as he drew under his old 
contract as studio head, plus a percentage of the profits on the pictures he 
makes. He will participate in the average on each group of four pictures 
he turns out yearly on his five-year deal. Profits will be based on total 
costs and revenue on all films, with Wallis being cut in on his percentage 
of the net figure. 





Most of the footage shot by 20th-Fox camera crew in the Pearl Harbor 
area just before the outbreak of hostilities in the Pacific has been turned 
over to the studio after close censoring by Government officials. Back- 
ground shots for ‘To the Shores of Tripoli’ were at first impounded for 
close scrutiny lest some information of value to the enemy be secured. 
Only a few feet were deleted by the federal blue pencilers. 





RKO pictures will be very much in evidence among Los Angeles first- 
runs Jan. 29. ‘Look Who’s Laughing’ will be on view at the Paramount; 
‘Suspicion’ may still be around at the Pantages and Hillstreet; ‘Playmates’ 
will be marqueed at the two Warner houses; ‘Dumbo’ continues its run 
at United Artists and Carthay Circle, and ‘Citizen Kane’ will be in its 15th 
week at the Hawaii. 





Management of the Paramount, N. Y., claims it was the first theatre to 
run a trailer urging entertainment as relaxation of ‘escapism’ during the 
war, and that the Strand, N. Y., now having one of its own, asked the Par 
for a copy of the trailer it was using. N. Y. Par also furnished the trailer 


pad to Loew’s circuit and various other theatres, including its own (Par) 
cnain, 





One of ‘Variety's’ headlines, ‘STIX NIX HICK PIX,’ gets a prominent 
display in ‘Yankee Doodle Dandy,’ the Warners film depicting the life of 
George M. Cohan. In one scene, James Cagney, playing the Cohan role, 


=" “Variety’s’ streamlined literature to a group of youthful vaude 
ans, 





Republic bought 33 acres adjoining its lot in San Fernando Valley, but 
can’t use the additional acreage for the expansion of its studio. Zoning 
administrator denied a permit after listening to a protest from owners of 
adjacent property on the ground that enlargement of the studio would 
depreciate the values of surrounding residential lots. 





Intended as a prestige picture by 20th-Fox, Darryl Zanuck’s production 
of How Green Was My Valley’ is developing into one of the studio’s 
biggest money-makers, judging from early returns, 
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taken the view that all theatres 
must necessarily be treated in the 
same clearance zone if there is any 
competition whatsoever between 
them. They have refused to permit 
an arbitrator to abolish all clear- 
ance between towns as far apart as 
20 miles and have declined to permit 
the abolition of all clearance between 
theatres in the same city, even 
though the competition between 
them is slight. 

‘This restriction on the right of the 
arbitrators to find that there is not 
sufficient competition to justify any 
clearance between two theatres has 
severely limited the application of 
the section to many unreasonable 
clearance complaints in metropolitan 
areas controlled by exhibitors affili- 
ated with the distributors...He (in- 
die-exhib) may apparently obtain no 
substantial relief under Section 8, 
even though one or more of the 
theatres taking clearance over him is 
not in substantial competition with 
him, as the Board appears to hold 
that if there is any competition, 
there must be some clearance... 

‘The Department regards the con- 
struction of Section 8, adopted by 
the Board as conclusive during such 
time as this section shall remain in 

effect in its present form. The De- 
partment therefore takes the position 
that responsibility for the failure of 
Section 8 to provide adequate relief 
for a substantial number of situa- 
tions in which unreasonable clear- 
ance prevails rests squarely upon 
the Department and the consenting 
distributors, and not the Board. 


Recognizes ‘Failure’ 

‘The Department does recognize 
that such a failure has occurred, but 
the section may not be amended 
without the consent of the distribu- 
tors, among which there is appar- 
ently no unanimity of opinion as to 
the desirability of such action at the 
present time. 

‘The decree unit, upon the basis of 
experience to date, is of the opinion 
that the section has not provided re- 
lief against unreasonable clearance 
to the extent which the Sherman Act 
requires and will therefore recom- 
mend trial of this issue in preference 
to continuance of the section in its 
present form at the conclusion of 
the trial period.’ 

Noting it has intervened only in 
the Oriental theatre case, the anti- 
trust division emphasized its dis- 
satisfaction with the Board interpre- 
tation by recalling it has filed three 
memoranda outlining the desired 
consequences of the arbitration sys- 
tem. 

The idea that clearance must be by 
at least 24 hours is a further obstacle, 
the review charged, and in metro- 
politan areas little houses more often 
are hurt by having to follow ‘an ex- 


cessive number’ of distributor-congs» 


troiled houses than by the length of 
the interval between runs. No con- 
clusions can be drawn yet, the ob- 
Servers said, from exhibitors’ disin- 
clination to invoke other sections, 
particularly that dealing with the 
question of getting a specific run. 


Don’t Like Blocks-of-5 

General dislike for the five-pic- 
ture-package licensing method was 
acknowledged, though considered 
‘still too new to permit appraisal.’ 
Exhibitors were chided for not start- 
ing arbitration proceedings over 
rental terms, with the comment ‘it 
is obvious that this new method of 
distributing films cannot succeed 
unless the exhibitors themselves de- 
Sire that it succeed.’ Complaints have 
been received about the trouble re- 
Sulting, ‘but the Department is not 
prepared to move to abandon’ this 
innovation until tried out for a full 
season, 

‘The Department is open to any 
Suggestion for the substitution of a 
better plan at the end of that period, 
but it will continue to oppose a re- 
turn to the system of block booking 
and blind selling which was previ- 
ously in effect,’ the D. J. declared. 

Some defendants have sought to 
Cut down their exhibition activities, 
the review said, but others ‘have 
Seen fit to acquire interests in 
numerous additional theatres.’ State- 
ments indicate the majors have ex- 
panded their theatre holdings by a 
net of more than 100, the observers 
said. No names were mentioned, but 
it was made plain the D. J. is far 
from pleased. 

‘The Department has noted that in 
some areas certain defendants have 
extended their theatre control in a 
number of towns where they for- 
merly hed competition from inde- 
— theatres, to such an extent 
; at the public in those towns is now 
°rced to attend one of the defend- 


Divorcement Threat 


Continued from page 7 





ants’ theatres, or else forego motion 
picture entertainment. In other in- 
Stances, the defendants have appar- 
ently acquired independent theatres 
as a means of preventing the prose- 
cution of complaints by competitors 
through legal proceedings or arbitra- 
tion. Whether these activities may 
have violated the decree or the Sher- 
man Act or both, and the extent to 
which relief may be obtained under 
the decree and the act if a violation 
has occurred, are matters which are 
now under consideration by the De- 
partment. The Department has not 
given its approval to any acquisitions 
made by any defendant,’ the state- 
ment protested, 


SPG, MAJORS 
IN STALEMATE 


Negotiations between the Screen 
Publicists Guild of New York and 
the major film companies are virtu- 
ally back where they started weeks 
ago. Studios have refused the 
proffered services of the State 
Mediation Board with the declara- 
tion that they believe a pact can be 
worked out without outside inter- 
ference. SPG is willing to hold an- 
other session with the producers, 
but is adamant in its refusal to 
backtrack farther on its demands. 

SPG met with mediator Paul Hays, 
Columbia University law professor, 
and explained its situation. Pro- 
ducers were expected to do likewise 
and then both sides were to meet 
with Hays. SPG learned of the 
studio’s stand at a meeting with the 
mediator Monday (26), 

SPG will hold a general member- 
ship conclave at which its officers 
will explain the new situation and 
then will get together with the 
management for another go at work- 
ing out wage aspects of an agree- 
ment, which is the current stumbling 
block, 


Film Inspectress Sues 2 
Majors, UA Mgr. for 106 


Indianapolis, Jan. 27. 
Femme film inspector employed 
until recently in the Columbia ex- 
change here filed suit for $10,000 last 
week against Columbia, Paramount 
and Richard Frank, United Artists 


branch manager, Complainant, Lula 
Stevens, charges conspiracy to have 














her fired because of her activity in 
the Film Exchange Employees 
Union. 


Suit was filed in Indiana Superior 
Court. Companies maintain pri- 
vately that it was instigated by the 
union to bring heat on them during 
current contract negotiations. Talks 
between company and union reps 
were recently resumed after having 
been broken off in a dispute over 
ceiling that the union sought to place 
on number of reels a day an in- 
spectress could handle. 





Yank Lombard Reissue 


In Mpls. on Par Orders | 


Minneapolis, Jan. 27. 

Booked into the Aster, Minnesota 
Amus. Co. (Paramount) loop double- 
feature, first-run house ‘on the spur 
of the moment,’ the Carole Lombard 
reissue, ‘No Man of Her Own,’ was 
pulled out after four days of capacity 
business on Paramount homeoffice 
instructions. 

The local Paramount branch was 
instructed to accept no further book- 
ings of the film. 





Gaynor Talks for Lloyd 


Chicago, Jan. 27. 

Leonard Gaynor, eastern rep for 
Frank Lloyd Productions, stopped 
off in Chicago last week to confer 
with Universal key men and ex- 
hibitors on the new forthcoming 
Lloyd pictures, ‘Saboteur’ and ‘The 
Spoilers.’ 

Gaynor also held conferences in 
Kansas City on his jaunt to New 
York, following his biz visit to the 
lot. 





New Detroit House 


Detroit, Jan. 27.. 

Suburbs here, catching an influx 
in population with the concentration 
of defense workers in this area, are 
beginning to catch up with theatres. 

Latest to open is the Eastwood, 
450-seater in East Detroit being op- 
erated by Donald R. Shook, a new- 
comer to the biz. It makes the sec- 
ond house in the suburb. 

Although Detroit building has not 





been continued this year, building ; 


was heavy last season to beat the 
new ordinance which requires heavy 
expenditures for parking lots in con- 
junction with the houses. However, 
several outfits here are surveying the 
suburban scene with the idea of 
building activities where populations 
are increasing fast. 





Dixie Theatre Fires 
Spartanburg, S. C., Jan. 27. 

Fires continue to give several ex- 
hibitors and insurance concerns 
headaches in Dixie belt. 

Colonial, Gaffney, S. C., near Spar- 
tanburg, seriously damaged when 
more _ than $2,000 worth of film in 
projection room caught fire. Entire 
front burned away. George Ward, 
Inman, S. C., owner, will repair and 
reopen. Audience of several hun- 
dred left house with none injured. 
Damage around $5,000. 

Gem theatre, Osceola, Ark., 
burned, $60,000 loss. “Miss Ema Cox, 
owner, 


NABE OPS ASK 
ADMISSIONS 
JACK-UP 


Minneapolis, Jan. 27. 

With film prices and all operating 
costs at a peak high and scales at 
the lowest levels of the past decade, 
Northwest Allied leaders are trying 
to induce the Minnesota Amus. Co. 
(Paramount) to take the lead in 
jacking up admission prices. 

A conference of the organization’s 
representatives with John J. Friedl, 
Par subsid’s president, followed sev- 
eral informal discussions. 

It has been pointed out that nabe 
houses can’t raise their admissions 
until the loop first-runs, operated by 
the Minnesota Amus. Co., do so first. 
The proposal is that the first-runs 
showing ‘A’ pictures go from 44c to 
55c and the others make a nickel 
boost. The Uptown, now 33c, a 
Minnesota Amus, house, would jump 
to 40c, including tax, and the St. 
Louis Park from 33c to 38c. Inde- 
pendent theatres then would up 
their admissions from 22c to 25c and 
from 28c to 30c, including tax. 


NEW GROUP ON COAST 
WILL OPPOSE AFL, CIO 


Sacramento, Jan. 27. 

New labor group, the American 
Union Alliance, filed articles of in- 
corporation, describing its mission 
as the ‘start of a definite opposition 
against the domineering tactics of 
the AFL and the CIO.’ 

Organization is headed by Richard 
Franklin, former CIO official. Group 
claims to have two independent 
union affiliations as a starter. 

















Detroit Drops German Pix 


Detroit, Jan. 27. 
Contemplated even before the out- 


break of the war, Detroit’s sole Ger- | 


man-run picture house both has sus- 
pended the further exhibition of 
German released film and changed 
its name. 

For five years known as the 
Europa, the theatre house is now 
the Adlon. Otto Marx is manager, 





Sues on ‘Liebe’ 


Eureka Productions, Inc., filed suit 
yesterday (Tuesday) in the N. Y. 
supreme court against Elekta Film 
Corp. and Joseph Auerbach, claim- 
ing breach of contract. Damages of 
$25,000 are asked. 

On Sept. 19, 1934, it is claimed a 
contract was made giving the plain- 
tiff exclusive rights to the distribu- 
tion of ‘Junge Liebe.’ The film was 
subsequently given to a third party 
(unnamed), it is asserted by the 
plaintiff. 


Only 51,000 Shares of Par’s 2d 
Preferred Stock Now Outstanding 





Tradeshows 





Mon., Feb. 2—‘Castle in the 
Desert,’ ‘On the Sunny Side’ and 
‘Roxie Hart’ (20th), in all ex- 
change cities, 

Tues., Feb. 3—The Night Be- 
fore the Divorce’ and ‘Song of 
the Islands’ (20th), in all ex- 
change cities. 








BASSON HOOKS 
UP WITH TATSE 


Joseph D. Basson, former presi- 
dent of Local 306, Moving Picture 
Machine Operators of New York who 
was defeated at the December elec- 
tion, may become a special represen- 
tative of the International Alliance 
of Theatrical Stage Employees, for 
which he already is said to be 
handling some details. 

If hooking up permanently with 
the IA as a special representative, 
action would be required by the 
executive board which went into 
session in Miami Monday (26). Rich- 
ard F, Walsh, IA president, and all 
the IA vice-presidents, as well as 
Louis Krouse, general secretary- 
treasurer, are attending the Miami 
board meeting. 

Application of the American So- 
ciety of Cinematographers for a 
separate charter, making it unneces- 
sary for the ASC members to hook 
up with Local 659, Hollywood 
cameramen’s local, is expected to be 
turned down by the IA because 
issuance would involve a dual char- 
ter situation. 

Fred Jackman, president of the 
ASC, and Len Smith, v.p., arrived 
in Miami Monday (26) to argue their 
case, while also on hand were a dele- 
gation of the cameramen’s union, in- 
cluding Herbert Aller, Burnett Guf- 
fey, Gus Peterson and Gilbert War- 
renton. 

ASC members are directors of 
photography and do not themselves 
operate a camera in any way, or are 
allowed to touch one. While they 
have no charter, they have a deal 
with the studios, however, which has 
three years to run, 
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All but about 15,000 shares of 
Paramount second preferred stock 
was converted into common by the 
close of business last week (Jan, 
20), according to figures compiled by 
Par. This means that Paramount 
will redeem 51,000 second preferred 
shares on Feb, 3, in accordance with 
the company redemption plan, at a 
cost of approximately $510,000. 

Redemption price fixed by the 
company is $10.06, and when the re- 
demption offer was originally made 
more than 400,000 shares of second 
preferred were outstanding. The 
second preferred shareholders had 
until Jan. 20 to convert into com- 
mon, only other choice being to turn 
in their second preferred at the re- 
demption price. Remaining second 
preferred will be redeemed out of 
cash in Paramount’s treasury. 

Completion of the redemption 
proposition means that Paramount 
will have only its common and first 
preferred stock outstanding after 
Feb. 3. Par’s total common out- 
Standing now is around 2,900,000, 
while first preferred is about 144,000 
shares, 

However, Paramount officials 
stated this week that there is noth- 
ing planned on the first preferred 
stock outstanding. It carries a con- 


version privilege, with Paramount 
aiming ultimately to have only the 
common shares outstanding and in 
line to receive dividends. But no 
immediate arrangement is contem- 
plated to speed the conversion of 
the first preferred issue, which pays 
$6 per year. 

As a result of clearing up the sec- 
ond preferred, Par saves more than 
$240,000 in dividend charges an- 
nually, besides placing common 
stockholders in line to receive com- 
paratively larger divvy distributions, 
Company is paying around $864,000 
in dividends on the first preferred 
each year. 

Paramount thus far has not in- 
dicated now much it will pay on the 
common this year, first divvy meet- 
ing by directors not being sched- 
uled until late next month or in 
March, Company paid Sée per évizie 
mon share in 1941, highest on this 
stock since Par was reorganized and 
placed under the present manace- 
ment. Paramount could show 90c 
per common share earnings on a 
net profit of around $4,000,000. 
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“All Through the Night” 


A New Warner Bros. Hit 
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Copy Boy’s Delight 
Hollywood, Jan. 27. 


Myrns Loy plays a newspaper- 
woman in her next Metro picture. 
Yarn by Jack Pollexsen, veteran 





reporter, is titled ‘First Sob Sister’ 
and will be produced by Sam Marx. | 
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P & G Plans Takeover of Allen Time: 


Rooney-Stone, Shirley Temple, Judy 
Garland Being Considered to Fill 


to decide 
products 


Procter & Gamble is 
Friday (30) which of its 
is to be represented by the program 
to go into the 9:30-10 p.m. Wednes- 
day spot on CBS. Three of the five 
agencies which share the account 
have been delegated to submit shows 
for period. They are Compton, Ped- 
lar & Ryan and Benton & Bowles. 
Blackett - Sample - Hummert and 
Kastor, which also have portions of 
the P. & G. business, are not in- 
volved. There is a possibility that 
Ivory Snow will be the product se- 
lected for the series, but the final 
decision awaits the Friday meeting. 





Network Premieres 


Feb. 2 
‘The World Today,’ interna- 
tional news roundup; 6:45-7 p.m., 
Mondays-through-Fridays, CBS; 
United Fruit Co, B.B.D.&O. 
agency. 


Leo Durocher Unable 
To Get Sponsor as Old 
Gold Clause Precludes 














Virtually set to go into the first 
half-hour of the Wednesday night 
time, the 9-9:30 niche, is the Ran- 
som Sherman show, which had its 
network preem Friday night (23) 
on CBS from the Coast for Ivory | 
Soap, through the Compton agency. 
P, & G. will probabiy drop the Fri- | 
day night half-hour when it takes | 
over the Wednesday night period, 
but that isn’t certain, as there’s an | 
outside chance the account may} 
bankroll an additional new series in | 
the Friday niche being vacated by | 
the Sherman program. 

There is also a chance that the ac- 
counts of two Saturday night shows, 
‘Truth or Consequences’ and ‘Abie’s | 
Irish Rose,’ may be shifted to the 
Wednesday hour. In that case P.&G. 
might drop the Saturday hour or fill 
it with new programs. 

Among the shows being considered | 
for the 9:30-10 p.m. period Wednes- | 
day are: 

‘The Hardy Family,’ with Mickey 
Rooney and Lewis Stone. 

‘Junior Miss,’ with Shirley Tem- | 
ple. , 

Judy Garland and her orchestra- | 
leader husband, David Rose. 


‘Date with Judy.’ 
‘Mr. and Mrs. North.’ 


Price being quoted for the Rooney- 
Stone combo in the ‘Hardy’ series | 
is understood stratospheric, but Miss ' 
Temple could be bought with and in 
‘Junior Miss’ for $5,500 a week. 

The 9-10 p.m. Wednesday period is 
slated to become available to P.& G. 
after March 1, when the Ford Hour 
goes off the air and Texaco moves 
the Fred Allen program into the 
vacated spot Sunday nights on CBS. 
But, although Ford has announced 
the discontinuation of the concert 
series as of the March 1 date, the 
account has thus far not confirmed 
the cancellation in writing. 
is issuing advertised matter 








& G. has been unable to get a 
written confirmation of the Wednes- 
day night availability from CBS. It 
is going ahead with the plans on a 
tentative basis. 





KABC, San Antonio, is training 
a group of girls to take over in its 


control room in case of emergency. | 


Texaco | 
based 
on the schedule time switch, but P. | 


Leo Durocher, manager of the | 
Brooklyn Dodgers, has found that 
because of previous commitments 
made by the baseball team’s own- | 
ership he won't be able to do those | 
after-the-game broadcasts in behalf | 
of Lifebuoy Soap. The deal which | 
the J. Walter Thompson agency ne- 
gotiated for Old Gold with Larry 
McPhail, Dodgers president, in con- 
nection with the coming season’s 
play-by-play broadcast rights, bars 
any other account from originating 
a baseball program from the Dodgers 
park, 

Ruthrauff & Ryan had already ar- 
ranged for sports on WHN, N. Y., 
before and after the Dodger play- 
by-play events when Durocher of- 
fered his services to the agency for 
the commentary assignment. The 
agency suggested that he first check 
to find out whether the running in 
of telephone lines to Ebbetts Field 
would be okay. Durocher talked to 
his boss and found that the Old Gold | 
contract would not permit it. 


TALLULAH BANKHEAD 
SET FOR AIR SERI 


Tallulah Bankhead goes into the 
‘Johnny Presents’ program Tuesday 
night (3) for Philip Morris, succeed- 
ing Una Merkel, who wound up a 


| 13-week run on the show with last 
|night’s (Tuesday) broadeast. Miss 
| Bankhead will double from ‘Clash by 
| Night,’ the Clifford Odets drama, in 
| which she is currently appearing at 
the Belasco, N. Y. 

She will do adaptations of modern 
stories and sketches. ‘Susan Bright, 
| Detective,’ the dramatic spot in 
which Miss Merkel appeared, is be- 
ing dropped. Series is heard 8-8:30 
p.m. (11:30-12 repeat) Tuesdays on 
NBC-Red. Biow is the agency. 














Lenore Ulric on Blue 
Ul He tein 
Sanctum Mysteries’ 


Lenore 
| ‘Inner 
| Feb. 8. 
It’s for a series with billing. 


(Blue) 





Shepard As Go-Between With Govt 


His Appointment Passes 


By N.A.B. As Spokesman 


For Broadcasting Industry 


John Shepard, 3rd, of the Yankee 
Network, Boston, has 
Washington contact between the 
broadcasting industry and various 
Governmental agencies, His appoint- 
ment is for the duration of the war 
and the designation came from the 
Broadcasters’ Victory Council, which 
is composed of five different indus- 
try groups. Shepard’s title will be 
chairman of the council and he is to 
be assisted by an executive secretary 
who will be under salary and a 
member of the council. Shepard will 
engage some one for this post within 
the next few days. 

Shepard’s liaison work will be 
with the Federal Communications 
Commissiun, the U. S. Navy, the U. 
&. Army, the Office of Facts and Fig- 
ures, the Office of Censorship and 
the War Productions Board. The 
members of the BVC and the group 
each represents are as follows: Johr 
E. Fetzer, National Ass f 


oclation ol 


become the} 


Broadcasters, Eugene C. Pulliam. 
Network Affiliates, Inc., Shepard, 
| Frequency-Modulation Broadcasters, 

Inc., George B. Storer, chairman, 
National Independent Broadcasters, 
and James D. Shouse, Clem Channel 
Group. 

Angle about the designation that 
is expected to cause much comment 
in the trade is that it passes up the 
N.A.B. as spokesmen of the industry 


| 61% 


joins the cast of} 
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COL.: JIM HEALEY 


News Commentator 


An enviable record: Sun Oil Co., 
years; Penn Tobacco Co. 2 
years; Hudson Coal Co., 1 year; 
Fort Orange Chemical Co., 1 year— 
Twenty-three years of major news- 
paper experience. 

Continuously sponsored on one 
or more stations, 1933-1941. He's 
available for network and the ‘rates 





} are right’. 


COL. JIM HEALEY 
154 W. 46th St., New York 


G. W. JOHNSTONE 
PROBABLY T0 
BLUE 


G. W. (Johnny) Johnstone, who 
resigned as press chief of NBC over 
four years ago, is reported as slated 
to join the Blue Network next week 
as director of special events. John- 
stone at present is piloting the radio 
phase of the President’s Birthday 
Ball and ‘March of Dimes.’ 

After leaving NBC Johnstone took 
over the publicity department of 
WOR, New York, and later became 
|radio director for the Democratic 
| National Committee. He came into 
|radio in 1925 as an employee at 
WJZ, which later became the Blue’s 
New York key station. 














P&G Gets Dusiliiaiens For 
Axel Gruenberg of NBC 
To Direct CBS Program 


Axel Gruenberg, already directing 
‘Against the Storm’ serial and the 
new ‘Abie’s Irish Rose’ stanza on 
NBC-Red for Procter & Gamble, has 
also taken over direction of the same 
‘Mary Marlin’ 
placing Don Cope. 
a complicated appendectomy case. 

To take the ‘Mary Marlin’ assign- 
ment, Gruenberg had to get a special 
okay from Niles Trammel, NBC-Red 
president, as the serial is a CBS 
show. Gruenberg, an NBC staff di- 














sponsor’s serial, re- 


permission to take the CBS stint, 
but Trammel reversed the order 
after Procter & Gamble intervened 
| in his behalf. He is on leave of ab- 
|} sence from the NBC staff and has 
discontinued directing the network’s 
Sunday afternoon ‘Great lays’ 
series for the duration of the ‘Mar- 
lin’ assignment. 





No Joy Among Bureaucrats Due 
For Mothballing During Wartime: 
Tough Job for W. B. Lewis 


+ 





Washington, Jan. 27. 
Weeding out of Federal programs 
of secondary importance may be an 
incidental benefit from the desig- 
nation of Office of Facts and Figureg 
as central clearing house for goy- 

ernment outfits wanting radio time. 
Study of the value of bureau 
Street.’ ; broadcasts has been launched by 
Special guests are invited each William Lewis, recently made co-« 
.day for the quarter-hour. broad-. .-4+ ordinator - of -Federat: programming, 
cast. as preliminary to establishing more 
orderly system. Indications are that 
those outfits not essential to war 
activities will be gagged, or at least 
made to take a back seat, so the 
programs most intimately connected 


Enough Dance Remotes, 
KSL Converts House with maintaining morale and enlist- 
e,|ing support for various defens 
Group Into Concert Unit activities will not be subjected to ra 


much interference. Too many Fed- 
eral programs are liable to antago- 
nize the dial-twisters, especially if 
there is excessive hammering away 
at the defense theme, officials fear, 

The O. F. F. will act as an editorial 


‘Man-Off-the-Street’ 


San Antonio, Jan. 27. 
With the recent ban by the 
office of Censorship of ‘Man in 
the Street’ broadcasts, KTSA has 
a new title for ‘Man Off the 














Salc Lake City, Jan. 27. 

KSL has changed its staff music 
from dance to concert. Idea is that 
station has sufficient dance music 
with its remotes from the Hotel| umpire as well as traffic cop direct- 
Utah, Newhouse Hotel, and Jerry |ing the government units wanting to 
Jones’ Rainbow Randevu, as well as| 8et on the air. It is felt some out- 
network. fits have gone to ludicrous extremes 

New set-up calls for half hour of |!" trying to identify themselves with 
classical music three times weekly. national defense. Another objection 
Under direction of Reed Tanner, or- | !§ that too much emphasis that bonds 
chestra will have 15 members, with ,°* Stamps or conservation will win 
emphasis on strings. the war may cause a let-down in 

Bill Hardiman will be first fiddle | T@cruiting. For agencies concerned 
and Becky Almond, pianist. with wild life, recreation, social 


cabin ian atin |e e Sos or oe 
NOW IS 30 MINUTES 


asperating to those other establish- 








Sullen Reaction 











Latter is ill with | 


rector, had previously been refused | 


|ments which are trying to mobilize 
| workers, enlist soldiers and sailors, 
and directly promote the defense 

| effort. 
Washington, Jan. 27. Necessity for coordinating all 
Pruning knife has been applied to radio activities was outlined at a 
| one of radio’s oldest sustaining fea- | closed huddle of publicity and radidé 
i tures, the Farm & Home hour, which | executives of numerous Federal units 
\has been a noontime stand-by on | Tuesday (20). Though there was no 
'the Blue skein for well over a dec- | open hostility, the representatives of 


ade. Beginning next week, only 30 | agencies which may be pushed into 
minutes will be allotted this con-|the background reacted sullenly to 
|glomeration of propaganda, news, ithe various suggestions about estab- 


| 

| 

| lishing priorities for programs and 

| soft-pedaling certain subjects. Lewis 

lates, NBC is shaving 15 minutes but |}apparently will have to crack down 

|is putting Baukage on independent- |° Trecalcitrants, who think their 

ly for a full quarter-hour period im- | Microphoned propaganda is vital to 
' 


advice and music. 
At the suggestion of Blue affili- 





mediately following the F&H sign- | 2ational welfare but in actuality are 
off. Presently the commentator has | ™0re concerned about keeping their 
| approximately eight minutes out of jobs than in producing programs of 
the 45. In the future, the news sum- | Unquestioned benefit to the govern- 
mary will be entirely divorced from | ment as a whole, 
| the market information and enter- | 
tainment for rural listeners. The | cyg- 9 

: . | ~~ ° 9 
| Agriculture Department, not being | Miss Trent’s Children 
directly 

To MBS From Buffalo 


affected, is content with 
this change, the second time cut | 
‘Miss Trent’s Children,’ five-week- 


since the debut back in the twenties. 
a a aa ee ly serial out of WGR, Buffalo, starts 
McAvity With Saphier | Monday (2) on Mutual in the 9:45- 
110 p.m. spot immediately following 
—_-- |Coca-Cola’s ‘Spotlight Bands’ pre- 
Hollywool, Jan. 27. gram. 
Tom McAvity, onetime v.p. in Joe McDougal will script it, with 
charge of radio for Lord & Thomas, | Herbert Rice producing, David Ches- 
is joining James Saphier on the!|kin conducting the orchestra and 
Coast in the handling of radio cli-~ | Cal Janis arranging the score. Cast 
ents and story properties. will include Miriam Wolfe, Hilary 
He brings. several package shows | Denley, Arlene Brock, Walter Bar- 
into the firm. irett and Leonard Scherer. 


NL B. In Criticism of NA. BR 





| 








Gruenberg was brought east from | 


Chicago two years ago by authoress 


{Sandra Michael to. direct her 
| ‘Against the Storm.’ He had directed 
i‘The Affairs of Anthony’ for her | 
there. ‘Storm’ is produced by John 


| Gibbs, Miss Michael’s husband, for 
| the Compton agency. ‘Abie’ is pro- 
| duced by authoress Anne Nichols for 
the Kastor agency and ‘Marlin’ is 
produced by authoress Jane Crusin- 
berry for Benton & Bowles. 

During Cope’s illness, Jack Hurdle 
is subbing for him as director of 
Prudential’s ‘Family Hour,’ also for 
Benton & Bowles. 





Storer Declares $300,000 
—Suggests Practical 


Overhead 75% Too Big 


Broadcaster for Job 


George B. Storer, president of the 
| National Independent Broadcasters, 
has suggested to the NIB’s members 
that they change the name of the 
organization to the National Insti- 
tute of Broadcasters and that NIB 
officers be delegated to meet with 
the heads of other trade associations 


tions of the NIB, Storer’s letter sug- 
gests: 

1. Selection of representatives ta 
the NIB board from eight specified 
districts and with each district en- 
titled to two directors, one of whom 
must be connected with an indepen- 
dent non-network affiliated station. 

2. The managing director is to be 
a paid employee, and the three of 


MRS. JOHN ROYAL DIES 


Long Hil with Heart Condition in 
New York Apartment 


and suggests that the Government 
has recognized the existence of all 
the trade groups on the basis of rep- 
resentative parity. 











Anne Kenny Royal, wife of John 
WIR Hillbiliy Show Sold 


of internationg hortwav ts 
Detroit, Jan. 27. international shortwave broad 


casts and television, died Monday 
WJR has sold a Sunday a.m. hill- | (26) at her New York apartment. 
billy show to Kasco Mills through |She had been an invalid for some 
the Campbell-Sanford agency. 


al | years with a heart ailment. 
Smiling Red, Skeeter Palmer and Besides the NBC executive she is 








|Al Sager form the trio with Frank i Survived by a son, Edward F. Royal, | 
McGlogan as m.c. jand a daughter, Schatzie, 





$, 
RP hn pee M MAIR LS IDES Le, tt ne @ 


Royal, NBC vice president in charge | 


to ‘assure the selection of radio ex- 
ecutives for key posts in Washington 
who are truly independent and prac- 
tical, experienced radio operators.’ 
These proposals are contained in 
what Storer describes as the organ- 
ization’s platform. 

The platform declares that any 
broadcasters’ association should be 
independent of network influence, 
but deplores any adverse action 
which might ‘impair the mainten- 
ance of successful operation of net- 
| work service at its present high 
| standard. As for the internal opera- 





ficers plus the 16 district reps aré 
to compose the board of directors. 
The executive committee is to con¢ 
sist of five board members, thé 
president and the managing director. 
No director would serve more than 
two terms of one year each and the 
managing director would have his 
contract limited to two years. 

3. Holding that the National Asso- 
ciation of Broadcasters’ current ex¢ 
penditures of $300,000 is unneces- 
sary, the NIB platform suggests & 
budget of approximately 25% of that 
amount. 
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RADIO'S CRAZY WAR CLOCK § 





WOR'S Baseball Audience 





WOR, New York, got a weekly 


listening average of 36.4% for its 


Brooklyn Dodgers’ baseball broadcasts during the 1941 season, while 


the average catch of those tuned 


in on Sundays came to 63%. The 


station’s checking study, which was completed last week, reflected a 


cross-survey by two different services. 


C. E. Hooper’s coincidental 


job confined itself to telephone homes and a further probe by Crossley, 


Inc., covered the listening habits 
interviews. 


in alk income groups by personal 


Hooper’s check on telephone homes ran from April through Sep- 


tember, while Crossley started its 


assignment in June. It was found 


that upper income groups accounted for 13% of the listeners to base- 
ball, the middle income group figured 28%, and the lower income con- 


tingent, 59%. Also that WOR’s 


week-day after-baseball audience 


averaged 34.9% of the listeners, or 6.2% of telephone-radio homes, 
and the Sunday after-baseball audience averaged 37.6%, or 6.9% of 


telephone homes. 


The study discloses that the weekday audience of tke Dodgers’ 
games was 7.1% higher than it had been for the 1940 season, and 
that the margin of listeners on Sunday as compared to weekday audi- 


ences was 63%. 


—_—— 











PHIL CARLIN 
SETS AIDES AT 
BLUE 


Phil Carlin, v.p. in charge of pro- 
grams for the Blue Network, last 
week named the heads of his depart- 
ment’s various divisions. The 
pointees were as follows: 

Charles ‘Bud’ Barry, eastern di- 
vision program manager. 

Harry Frazee, manager of the pro- 
duction division. 

Ron Ferguson, 
ecript division, 

Samuel Chotzinoff, manager of the 
music division. 

Ray Diaz, chief announcer. 

Reginald Stanborough, night an- 
nouncing supervisor. 

Grace Gunderson, program book- 
ing chief. 





manager of the 


Blue’s announcing staff will in- 
clude William Abernathy, George 


Ansbrough, Milton J. Cross, Jack 
Frazer, George Hayes, George Hicks, 
Jack McCarthy, Hugh James, H. 
Gilbert Martyn, Ray Nelson, Charlie 


Nobles’ Glenn Riggs, Bill Spargrove | 


and Bob Waldrop. 


RADIO SALES’ 
STAFF ‘CLINIC 


Chicago, Jan. 27 
Columbia’s Radio Sales, Inc., unde} 





sales manager, J. Kelly Smith, last 
week held a ‘sales clinic.’ In from 
New York were Howard Meighan, | 
Fred Hahlstedt, Frank McConnel, | 
Bevo Middleton. From St. Louis 


was Carter 
cluded 


Ringlet, Chicagoans in- 


Charles Garland, Wendell 


Campbell, Henry Jackson and Dave 
Suttor Also sitting in on the clinic 
was the entire local WBBM 
stafi 

Meeting here was designed to ac- 
quaint the national sales organiza- 
tion with the program and time 


avallabilities of WBBM, midwest kev 
station of Columbia. , 
To that end WBBM program 
partment arranged special shows to 
illu trate the programs and talent of 
this station. Included in the special 
shows were Donald McGibney, Todd 
Hunter, Caesar Petrillo and his or- 


chestra, Rhythm Rascals, Bonnie and 
Bob Atcher, 


Lane, Lorr 


Fran ‘Sister Emmy’ Allison, 


Stewart. Noteworthies. 


Laughton Off Ballantine 


Hollywood, Jan. 27. 
aughton goes off ‘Three 
for Ballantine Beer and 
being filled by guesters. 
failed to hit it off from 
Miltoh Berle. 

@ had six weeks to go on 


+ 
tract } .” ie . 
: UL agreed to Immediate te 











Charles L 
Ring Time’ 
Spot is 
Laughton 
Start with 


con- 


thot S41, 
itnou}l settiement 


ap- | 


Russ Brown and Vera |! 


HEALEY’S COLGATE POST 


New Titles, Too, For Crampton and 
, McGregor 





Robert E. Healy has been upped 
by Colgate-Palmolive-Peet to gen- 
eral advertising manager, while 
Savington Crampton and George 
McGregor have been given the titles 
of assistant advertising managers. 

Healey has been with the com- 
pany for eight years. 


WMEX Sells Hour For 











Boston, Jan. 27. 

One hour’s time on WMEX went 
for $1,000 to be contributed to the 
Roosevelt Infantile Paralysis Fund. 
Jack Stafford and Henry Sacco, 
|respectively president and treasurer 
lof the New England Bowling Asso- 
ciation wrote out the check. 

Last year the kour was sold to 
Waldorf Restaurants for $500. 


FREDDY MARTIN INTO 
ORSON WELLES SPOT? 





$1,000 (Double Last Yr.) | 


| As Infantile Contribution 


| this 





| 
} 


| Orson Welles will do his last} 
| broadcast for Lady Esther Feb. 2 
}and Freddy Martin may take over 
Monday night spot on CBS the 
following week (9). For Martin it | 
would be a return stand Orson 
Welles, who is going to Rio de | 
Janeiro to make a picture for RKO, | 
Martin’s successor on the Lady | 
Esther payroll 
Pedi: & Ryan, agency on the 
Esther account, may use guest sta 
the show after a couple weeks 


Despite the excellent record 


\n . broadcasting industr 
with the United 

S i Cé 

Ot 1clé Set 1 


licity divisions of the Art 
qualms for the future. 


element thi 


casting too often 


newspapermen, who don’t know 


The W ( rry ing 


he hands of young persons who don't always 


iknow the war rules on news. 


lers. Instead of the typical ‘salesman’ repre- aware of, the trade press. A stray from this 
| sentation which shows up at such trade meet- herd shows up just otter adage IF to give the 
lings, as a rule, the news editors and program fresponsibie leadership of the industry goose- 
idirectors are now getting time off and funds pimples. 
'to attend seminars devoted to the seriousness ye apne . ay ee 
of censorship and the importance of cautton Radio didn’t license such = dim-wits. he 
where anv doubt or lack of official okay is FCC did that. But for the possible sins of 
present. . stupidity of these other-worldly broadcasters 
. the whole responsible radio industry might 
While 1 hallenging tl competent concel bh | its enough tO omuees d 


Ol { re rvie ) 


NOT THE SAME 
EARLY OR LATE 


Apparently Millions That 
Formerly Didn’t Are Wait- 
ing Up for Final News 
Bulletins on War—Mean- 
time Los Angeles Has 
300,000 Defense Workers 
Who Play After Midnight 
Whistle 


—_. 


DAYLIGHT SAVING 





Analysis of the latest reports on 
network program checking discloses 
that listening during the later 
stretches of the evening have picked 
up more and faster than any other 
period of the day. The average 
ratings for network programs sched- 
uled after 9:30 p.m. on weekdays fig- 
ures over 5%. The only thing that 
trade observers are able to attribute 
this trend to is the habit that has 
developed among a goodly per- 
centage of listeners of keeping their 
ears peeled for the latest war news. 

NBC salesmen have already begun 
to capitalize on this trend. They 





|evening spots for later periods. Such 


have been equipped with data show- 
ing what has been happening to the | 
ratings of late evening programs. | 
One reaction that might come from | 
situation that the networks do | 
not fancy is the possible demand | 
from advertisers currently in early | 
requests may be aggravated by an-| 
ticipated change in listening habits | 
from the establishment of daylight 
savings time nationally. 
On the Other Hand— 


Meantime early introduction (Feb. 
9) of daylight savings this year, due 
to the war, will cause lots of changes 
in early morning commercial radio, 
it is expected. Bearing in mind that 
farmers get up with the sun, not the 
clock, it seems probable that many 
now-popular participation or rural 
appeal programs will actually be ‘too 
early’ for the sodbusters. 
that now 
a.m, will 


correspond to 





Programs 
a.m. or 6-7 
actually 


run 6:30-7:30 
under DST 


5:30 and 0 


a.m. starti: This is going to be a 
case of broadcasting before the audi- 
ence is up unless the programs are 


arbitrarily set back 


Predict are being made that 
| stations will: (a) chop one hour off 
then or (b) rearra! 
‘hedules on sponsored programs 01 
(Cont >| on page 34) 


proc SSeS inf 


‘Radio’s Fright Wig Up 


+ 





| portant 


| distributors as 


| day) 





Two Critics Flay Fannie Hurst To 





Her Face in Sizzling WGY Ad Lib 


Showing Their Colors 





Wags around the Radio City 
broadcasting plants have sug- 
gested to Edgar Kobak, execu- 
tive v.p. of the Blue Network, a 
way for people to distinguish 
between Blue and NBC person- 
nel. It’s the litmus paper test. 

A blue litmus strip could be 
inserted into the mouth of an 
employee. If its color re- 
mained unchanged then it was 
certain he belonged with the 
Blue, and if it dissolved into red 
the giveaway would be simple. 











BEER OUTLOOK 


FOR 1942 IS 
GOOD 


Ad agency men are making the 
prediction that the coming year will 
see beer distributors figuring as im- 
network clients. With pri- 
orities unlikely to affect the brew- 
ers’ production, these agency quar- 
ters figure that such national beer 
Pabst, Schlitz and 
will join the net- 





Anheuser-Busch 
work roster. 

They also see the possibility of 
CBS and NBC relaxing their taboo 
on beer accounts in the event the 
priority question compels a _ sub- 
stantial exit of current clients, Beer 
sales throughout the country rose 
steadily through 1941. 


NILES TRAMMELL 
AVOIDS OPERATION 


Niles Trammell, NBC president, 
will be discharged tomorrow (Thurs- 
from the Roosevelt hospital, 
N. Y., where he was removed Mon- 
day (26) suffered an attack 
of what at first seemed to be acute 


when he 


ippendicit A more thorough ex 
amination losed that an opera-| 
tion wasn’t necessary, but he was} 
l urged to remain for observation and 
est for @ few da ’ | 
The disturbance, it was indi ated, 
have be¢ brought on by 


trall plus omething that 
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to date or the edited and ul cl i ( eT ce 
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1 — 41 Par | r : are , "4 
radio through ers 1n thie United State ho are notoriously 


This is the background thinking, in any 
aine Hall, Les Paul Trio,./event, of a series of state meetings now in 
Harry | progress around the country under the man- are | 
lagement of the National Assn. of Broadeast- FCC. 


1 


provincial and 
casters who 


manager in 
are even slow 
They 


literally 
haps don’t even read, their mail. 
sences from the 


some radio 


Ss os 


dim-witted. There are broad- 
never answer, and per- 
Long ab- 
premises characterize many a 
Podunk. Such gentry 


to r 
ta 
tain 


eply, on occasion, to the 


Tt 
gs 


v don't peruse, if they are 


| Roy Windsor at B-S-H 


Schenectady, N. Y., Jan. 27. 
Fannie Hurst, author of ‘The 
Lonely Parade, and Granville Hicks 
and Edward Justin, critics, tangled 
on WGY'’s ‘Speaking of Books’ pro- 


gram last week. MHalf-hour is un- 
rehearsed and ad lib. Throughout 
the verbal battle, Mary Margaret 
McBride, radio coOmmentator and 
writer, remained on the sidelines, 
insisting she was not a critic. Miss 


McBride did recommend ‘The Lone- 
ly Parade.’ 

Hicks and Justin criticized Miss 
Hurst’s style, characters, dialogue, 
chronology, etc. In a long rebuttal, 
she seared them with sarcasm. Miss 
Hurst, who seemed to be enjoying 
herself in contrast to the serious at- 
titude of her ‘opponents,’ called 
Hicks (emcee of program, t0o) a 
‘detailist,’ cracked ‘You are not my 
kind’ and ‘it must be lovely to be 
you,’ etc. To Justin’s remark that 
certain parts of the book drove him 
‘crazy,’ she arched, ‘Is that what did 
it?’ Justin was flailing the charac- 
ters as ‘phoney’ and the dialogue as 
‘tripe’ when the bell rang for the 
summary, 

Incidentally, Hicks and Justin 
thought that Miss Hurst had pre- 
cipitated the setto, while she be- 
lieved the cutting nature of their 
comments caused it. 


BLUE STATIONS 
STATUS FIXED 


The Blue Network, Inc., has re- 
ceived the official sanction of the 
Federal Communications Commission 
to transfer to itself the licenses of 
three radio stations previously in the 
j}name of the Radio Corporation of 
| America. 

WJZ. New York; WENR, Chicago, 
and KGO, San Francisco, are the 
stations, 











‘Cab Calloway’s ‘Quizzical’ 
On Blue Feb. 18; Former 
Mutual Web Program 


Callow ‘Quizzical,’ which 
WOR-Mutual last m- 
mer, goe back on the all Feb 18 


Cab 


_ 
debuted Or 


on the Blue N k 9:30-10 p 
} ever) Wedne Currently on a 
road tour in the midwest, Calloway 
} and hi band and how will be 
| picked up eact eek fron ereve! 
ire y B we fr all 
ic a I 
Initial { ¢ ‘ 
Cor } . 


MAY TEAM ON SMITH SHOW 


Wallv Brown and Clyde Hager In 


Prospect As Radio Twosome 

Ted Colli and the Young & 
Rubicam age y are working on the 
lidea of linking Wally Brown and 
Clyde Hager into a regular comedy 
team for the Kate Smith show 
| (CBS). 
| Hager is a vaude veteran who is 


best known for his pitchman rou- 
tine (‘Get away, boys, you’re both- 
ering me’), while Brown did several 
appearances on the old Rudy Vallee- 
| Fleischmann show. 


Phil Bowman Aide To 


Chica 7O 

Phil Bowman has joined the script 

department-of the Blackett-Sample- 

Hummert agency's Chicago office, as 
assistant to Roy Winsor 


He forn rith CBS in New 


Jan. 27. 
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CBS SUMMARIZES 30 DAYS OF WAR NEWS: 
WILL ADHERE 10 PEACETIME REBATES 


Bulletin Break-Ins or Outright Preemption of Pro- 
gram Time for Public Interest Wholly at Expense 


of Network 


By PAUL W. KESTEN 
Vice-President 
Columbia Broadcasting System 





(This was originally written as a 
memorandum to all CBS department 
heads.—Ed.) 

It is approximately 30 days since 
Pearl Harbor was bombed. Since 





shortened by 1 minute or more sO; 
that news bulletins could be sum- | 
marized before such programs | 
started, (3) intruding with an urgent} 
news bulletin on the actual content| 
of a program after the program had} 
begun: | 

1. Only eight out of a total of 137 | 
commercial program periods were 
wholly preempted for war news 
broadcasts during these three days. | 





(Moreover, five of these time periods 





15-minute intervals in many Cases. 
And from the Association of Na- 
tional Advertisers has come the re- 


| quest that we ennunciate at this time 


a policy both as to our handling of 
news and as to rebates for time so 
preempted. 

As to our general policies im han- 
dling and scheduling the news, we 
contemplate no change from our 
present practices. These have been 
pased on rendering a maximum 
news service to the public, but have 
resulted, as the foregoing summary 
indicates, in minimum interference 


| with commercial programs. 


It is also worth noting that, al- 
though as much as 3 or 4 hours 
elapsed between the broadcasts of 


that date, the CBS network has! were used for broadcasting the mes- | special news bulletins, even during 


- operated under wartime conditions. 


The experience gained in these 30 
days has answered many questions 
which, before our actual entry into 
war, were subject only to surmise 
and conjecture. 

Some of these questions went so 
far as to ask whether the govern- 
ment would take over radio as soon 
as we entered the war, whether cen- 
sorship would eliminate all news 
broadcasts, or whether standardized 
texts for all stations would be sub- 
stituted for individual reporting and 
analysis. Such questions have been 
clearly answered in the negative. 

Of equal concern to broadcasters, 
radio advertisers, and radio listeners 
has been another kind of question: 


Can radic, virtually unknown as a 
means of mass communication in the 
last war, adapt itself adequately un- 
der the American system of commer- 
cial broadcasting to the urgent and 
special needs cf America at war? 
Can it respond to public demand for 
instantaneous transmission of tran- 
scendent news without irresponsi- 
bility or hysteria, and can it do this 
without serious disruption of com- 
mercial programs? Can it, in other 
words, rise to the challenge of keep- 
ing America constantly, accurately, 
and calmly informed of its destinies 
in a world war, without seriously 
disturbing its value to the adver- 
tisers upon whose support must rest 
the greatest public service radio has 
ever been called upon to render? 

We believe the record already in- 
dicates that the answer to this group 
of questions is, unequivocally, ‘yes.’ 





a Two Time Segments | 





The record of the last 30 days of 
broadcasting over the Columbia net- 
work is worth noting in this respect. 
But the whole significance of this 
record, from the point of view of 
our advertisers, lies in dividing it 
into two parts, the first three days 
and the next 27 days. The first three 
days following the bombing of Pearl 
Harbor represented an _ unprece- 
dented crisis in American affairs, 
stimulkting an eagerness for news 
on the part of the listening public 
which far exceeded the Munich 
crisis, the Vienna crisis, or even the 
heroic fortnight of the 1940 London 
bombings. In these 72 hours net- 
work broadcasting shouldered a load 
of news dissemination, and of re- 
sponsibility for news dissemination, 
which can hardly be exceeded by 
any conceivable future crisis short 
of the actual invasion of our conti- 
mental shores. 


We may, therefore, examine these 
72 hours as representing the prob- 
able maximum of any news broad- 
casting crisis we are likely to en- 
counter, particularly in view of the 
fact that military censorship has 
meanwhile intervened and has 
tended to delay military news and 
to regularize the intervals of its re- 
lease. 


The major brunt of this all-time 
peak load was absorbed within the 
regular news periods which CBS had 
already established at frequent inter- 
vals on its daily schedule, periods 
exclusively assigned to news and 
withheld from sale for any other 
kind of broadcasting. There are 59 
such news periods on our weekly 
broadcasting schedule, strategically 
spaced to cover the ebb and flow of 
news as it develops. 


® Urgent Bulletins | 


Following is a brief summary of 
how the balance of the load was ab- 
sorbed, in terms of (1) preempting 
occasional program periods from our 
advertisers, (2) arranging in advance 
to have other commercial programs 











sages of President Roosevelt and | 
Prime Minister Churchill, which 
were carried on all networks.) 


2. News bulletins of overwhelm- | 
ing importance were broadcast be- 
fore the start of only 18 commercial 
programs during these three days. 
The average length of these news 
broadcasts was two minutes and 
eight seconds. In all but a few in- 
stances arrangements had been made 
in advance and the commercial pro- 
gram had been shortened to accom- 
modate these bulletins. In addition, 
two full-hour programs were short- 
ened, by pre-arrangement, by four 
minutes each, and news was broad- 
cast between the first and last halves 
of both programs. 


3. Only one network program 
was actually interrupted, after it had 
begun, for a news bulletin of tran- 
scendent importdnce. This was a 13- 
second interruption in a daytime 
program. 





Added Newscasts | 





Now let’s look at the record of the 
next 27 days: 


During this interval, the destinies 
of our armed forces have been of 
paramount importance, and even the 
victories and defeats of our allies 
have achieved a new and all-time 
high of listener interest in the total 
war in which we are engaged. Dur- 
ing these 27 days Columbia has 
added five 15-minute news periods 
per week, increasing its regularly 
scheduled news broadcasts to 64. 
During these same 27 days Columbia 
has kept American listeners fully 
and calmly informed of the news 
and the meaning of the news, and 
has made constant use of its trained 
news staff at home and abroad, It 
has been during this period that the 
most important news of actual mili- 


the first three days following Pearl 
Harbor, CBS kept its listeners tuned 
to their Columbia stations, in the 
confident knowledge that they 
would receive any news of vital im- 
portance as soon as it developed. 
This is reflected in the fact that the 
average rating of all sponsored CBS 
programs increased in the C. A, B. 
ratings for the period following 
Dec. 7, (though no seasonal increase 
is due at this time), and exceeded 
the average rating of all network 
programs during the same period. 

We believe this is due in part to 
the excellent job of news coverage 
which listeners have learned to ex- 





—e 


Radio’s Tough Shot 








Radio last week got its first 
taste of an important news 
break available for free \¥ise by 
newspapers and prohibited from 
being put on the air by the new 
wartime censorship. rules. It 
was the attack on the S. S. 
Malay by a submarine off the 
Atlantic Coast. Radio mention 
of it was taboo until the dam- 
aged ship was safely docked at 
Norfolk. 

Announcement by the Navy 
Department carried the caption: 
‘For Release to the Press Only.’ 
~Underscored was the _ further 


notation, ‘Radio Stations Must 
Not Broadcast. Release de- 
scribed the action, gave the 


name and details of the vessel, 
number of crew members, its 
ownership and date of launch- 
ing. 








pect from Columbia, and in part to 
the frequent repetition, on the air, 





tary and naval developments has oc- 
curred. 

Despite the fact that this period | 
has represented a higher plateau of | 
news developments and news inter- | 
est than any comparable 27 days in 
our national affairs since broadcast- 
ing began, it has been virtually 
taken ‘in stride’ in the course of our 
regular operations. Apart from Mr. 
Roosevelt's talk to Congress and the 
nation, and from Mr. Churchill’s 
talks from Washington, D. C., and 
from Ottawa, here is a summary of 
how the war news impinged upon 
our commercial broadcasting sched- 


of the statement ‘Bulletins on im- 
portant news developments will be 
broadcast as soon as_ received.’ 
This latter device obviated the need 
for frequent interruptions and pre- 
served to the utmost the regularity 
of program operations. 

All of the foregoing demonstrates, 
we believe, that a complete respon- 
siveness to the flow and the import- 
ance of the news has, in serving the 
public interest and the national in- 
terest, likewise served the interests 
of our advertisers in holding and 
increasing their audiences. 

As to rebates to advertisers for 





ule during this 27-day interval: 
1. Only two out of a total of 
829 commercial program periods 


were wholly preempted for war 
|}news broadcasts during these 27 
days. 


2. News bulletins of overwhelm- 
ing importance were broadcast be- 
fore the start of only 27 commercial 
programs during these 27 days. 

3. Only three programs were ac- 
tually interrupted, after they had 
begun, for news bulletins of tran- 
scendent urgency. 

The foregoing summary clearly in- 
dicates that, except for extraordi- 
nary crises, the Columbia network is 
able to do an outstanding job of 
news broadcasting without any seri- 
ous interference to our clients’ pro- 
grams. 





| Answering A.N.A. 





But just as the last 30 days have 
clearly resolved many questions, 
they have raised certain others. 
Some advertisers have asked if we 
would include news bulletins within 
their programs at their own expense, 
so that credit for bringing the news 
might go to the sponsor. Other ad- 
vertisers have asked if we would 
take a regular and predetermined 
amount of time at the start of every 
program on the network to broad- 
cast news—even though this would 








he DOr ag reel Aadly <cancale 


‘force’ the broadcasting of news at 


ae ne ee A ome be Set Psat per aman ayn meweenk 


time preempted for war broadcasts, 
|we believe that any policy, to be 
| sound, should be sufficiently flexible 
|to recognize the new fact of our 
|being at war and the further fact 
|that the extraordinary extra costs 
|of news coverage at peak periods 
during a war fall uniquely upon 
|radio. This latter is true because 
| only radio, in extreme news crises, 
jis ever forced to substitute news 


| broadcasts for entire advertising 
|programs. For the privilege of ren- 
dering an urgent public service, 


radio is called upon to sacrifice its 
Own advertising revenues. 

This extra burden falls upon radio 
for another and equally compelling 
reason: news has become so im- 
portant a part of radio broadcasting 
that 65% of our population (even in 
normal times) depend primarily 
upon radio for news. In times of 
crisis, radio is the universal me- 
dium, the only medium in fact, 
through which listeners can get in- 
stantaneous information. Our re- 
sponsibility is thus redoubled. Our 
audience may in fact be redoubled, 
‘but unlike the newspapers, we must 
voluntarily forego expected revenue 
to do the job and we can collect no 
compensating revenue from ‘extra 
newsstand sales.’ 

CBS accepts this paradox as one 
of the problems of broadcast opera- 
ition and as a patriotic privilege in 





NBC's Wartime ‘Interruptions 





slowing down factor 


534 bulletin interruptions, 
542 remote pickups. 


minute summaries and analyses. 


fallen into Japanese hands 


The two RCA networks, NBC and the Blue, have also (see adjoining 
Kesten memo on CBS) tapered off in the matter of interruptions of 
programs since the immediate news peak after Pearl Harbor. 
Schechter, news chief of the networks’ service, points out that the 
official communiques, running two to four daily, provide a natural 


Abe 


Since Dec. 7 the RCA webs were news-active in the following terms: 


Interruptions ranged from the quickie 20-second flash to 10 and 15. 
Pickups skipped all over the globe, 
Batavia, Singapore, Chungking, Honolulu, Manila, etc. 

Three NBC reporters are unreported in the east and have possibly 
They are Bert Silen (Philippines), Dick 
Tennelly (Tokio) and Ed McKay (Shanghai). 








Stan Shaw Hopes News 
jill Sub For Requests 


Conforming to censorship code re- 
quirements for radio, WNEW, N. Y.., 
is - discontinuing the practice of 
playing tunes requested by listeners 
on the station's all-night program, 
‘Milkman’s Matinee.’ The telegram- 
receiving machines in the studio are 
being taken out. Stan Shaw, who 
runs the show, is explaining to lis- 
teners why it is impossible under 
wartime conditions to feature re- 
quest tunes. 

Music will continue as backbone of 
broadcast plus news roundups, 
counted on to play an increasingly 
important part. Plan is to include 
two minutes of spot news every 30 
minutes. 


FEAR STATIONS 
WITHOUT NEWS 
STAFFS 


Portland, Ore., Jan. 27. 


The broadcasting industry’s fear 
of small stations without news staffs 
or editors is reflected in a system 
worked out here whereby larger 
stations will attempt to provide free 
counsel to lesser stations on what 
should be withheld because of the 
emphasized difference in this war 
between radio promulgation and 
newspaper publication. 

There is danger, it is felt, in small 
stations merely tearing copy right 
off the teletype and reading it pronto 
over the air. 


Arden Pangborn of KGW-KEX 
here now has his news staff pass to 
the Portland bureau of AP the radio 
slant on stuff that should be with- 
held for radio, although perhaps 
okay for the press. This information 
then reaches station announcers by 
AP teletype. Protection and warn- 
ing is thus put on a working basis. 


SHELL OIL IN FLORIDA 











Shell Oil is buying spot announce- 
ments on five Florida stations through 
the J. Walter Thompson agency, 
with the campaigns to begin Feb. 9. 
The schedule is 10 announcements a 
week, 


Agency is also working on a na- 
tional spot setup for the account that 
will take effect in the fall. 


Martin Block Doctoring 


Martin Block, conductor of 
WNEW, New York’s Make-Believe- 
Ballroom, has been ducking in and 
out of Le Roy Sanitarium, N. Y., past 
four days. He’s been doing his pro- 
gram twice daily but between times 
remains at the hospital in an at- 
tempt to clear up a bad throat and 
heavy cold. 

Spieler marks the seventh anni- 
versary of his show next Tuesday 
(3) with annual party at Ambassa- 
dor hotel, N. Y. 





keeping America informed. It is 
therefore our present intention to 
continue without change our time 
and talent rebate policies, although 
these were formulated for days of 
peace, not days of war. Should re- 
curring news crises, or continuous 
news crises, or other unforeseen de- 
velopments in network broadcasting 
require modification of these poli- 
cies, we are confident that mutually 
acceptable arrangements can be 
worked out between our advertisers 





and ourselves. 








SPOT BIZ PLACEMENT | 


GETTING TO JOB 
A WORRY OF 
FUTURE 


Washington, Jan. 27. 

All possible assistance to radio en- 
gineers who depend on their auto- 
mobiles for transportation to and 
from their sometimes-distant trans- 
mitter was offered last week by the 
National Association of Broadcast- 
ers, in the face of the great Amer- 
ican rubber shortage. But even this 
assurance could not alter the fact 
that broadcasting is not among the 
nine classifications entitled to secure 
tires when the rubber is gone and 
auto owners must depend on bus, 
trolley or shank’s mare. 


Similar situations exist where 
railroad control tower operators 
must get to their work on time, 


where workers in the war industries 
are not adequately taken care of, 
where canning industry workers (of 
whom the Government has ree 
quested ‘that the pack be increased 
25%’) and other individuals engaged 
in ‘essential,’ or at least semi-essen- 


| tial, find themselves outside the pale, 





the NAB pointed out. 





WCKY Denies Contract 
With Transradio in Force 


Transradio Press Service, Inc., filed 
suit Monday (26) in the N. Y. fed- 
eral court against L. B. Wilson, 
operator of station WCKY in Cin- 
cinnati, seeking damages of $6,812 
for allegedly unpaid monies. Plain- 
tiff claims breach of contract. 

Transradio says it entered a con- 
tract with Wilson on behalf of his 
station July 9, 1937, to furnish news 
at $50 weekly as long as its service 
was used as an auxiliary, and $100 
weekly when used as a primary ser- 
vice. It is claimed all payments 
ceased Feb. 1, 1941, and that pay- 
ments were made only at the rate of 
$50 weekly before this, although the 
service was allegedly a primary one 
from Oct., 1937, to date. 





Matter of Contract Interpretation 
Cincinnati, Jan. 27. 

Transradio suit is a question of 
contract interpretation, WCKY re- 
veals. WCKY’s interpretation is that 
contract had expired, Transradio’s 
that it was still in force when L. B. 
Wilson bought United Press. 

United Press was purchased be- 
cause sponsors wanted that service 
and WCKY could not sell Trans- 
radio. 

WCKY paid Transradio up to date 
for all services rendered by outfit 
and requested, and it was granted, 
that the new machines be taken out. 

Present action is a question of con- 
tract only and not for services 
rendered unpaid. 





lll Wife Delays Benny 


Hollywood, Jan. 27. 
Jack Benny postponed trip East on 
account of his wife, Mary Living- 
stone, being down with cold. 
Was to have done next two broad- 
casts from New York. 








Radio Staffs Roadhousing 


Buffalo, Jan. 27. 

Harry Altman followed Mills 
Brothers at suburban Williamsville 
Glen with Billy Keation’s ‘Stuff and 
Nonsense’ gang from WOR. 

Bringing in WGH’s ‘Cheer-Up 
Gang’ next and then possibly ‘House 
Party’ cast from WBEN, giving lo- 
calites a gander at all variety casts 
from radio stations here. 
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Hints to Tone Down Pro-Democracy 
Slants Reported From Argentina 





Buenos Aires, Jan. 17. 

There’s too much pro-democratic 
material on Argentine radio stations. 

That's the word that’s been quietly 
passed to local transmitters during 
the past week by high-ranking offi- 
cials of Argentina’s radio section of 
the Department of Posts and Tele- 
graph. 

Word has been passed orally, usu- 
ally by telephone, so that the stations 
will have no proof to offer should 
the story leak out to boomerang on 
those giving the order. But the 
word has been just as definite that 
certain governmenters don't like the 
pro-democratic tone of stations and 
are determined that the Axis shall 
have more of a break, 

One station which naturally can- 
not be revealed said that it received 
a call not to overdo re-transmissions 
of speeches by President Roosevelt. 
Another was called down for marked 
partiality and passion in news pro- 
grams. When station asked what 
this was phrase from’ F.D.R.’s 
speech to Congress telling of the 
need for ‘clouds of planes to crush 
the Axis’ was cited. Station an- 
swered that it was merely quoting 
the words of the President of the 
United States, causing embarrass- 
ment at the other end of the wire 
followed by an explanation that it 
‘still showed passion.’ 

Stations have also had to hand in 
their news bulletins and have come 
to suspect that every protest from 
Nazi Ambassador Edmund _ von 

hermann (still here although re- 
ported en route to Berlin) produces 
immediate results. Pro-democratic 
embassies have apparently not got- 
ten around to counter complaints. 

Argentine radio head Adolfo Con- 
stantino is now in the U.S. as guest 
of the Institute of Radio Engineers. 
His secretary Ovidio Carli is 
nominally in charge. 

Chamber of Deputies back in June 
ordered an all-out investigation of 
totalitarian propaganda, especially 
use of local radio stations, but so far 
it’s findings have not resulted in 
legislation due to unwillingness of 
Acting President Ramon S. Castillo 
to take any strong stand against the 
dictators. 








2 EXECS TAKE 


OGILVIE BBC 
JOB 


London, Jan. 27. 

Frederick Ogilvie is out as direc- 
tor general of the British Broadcast- 
ing Corp. He succeeded Sir John 
Reith at BBC in 1938. 

Sir Cecil Graves and Robert Foot 
will jointly discharge the duties of 
director general, each with the title 


STARTS OFF WITH SHIFT 


California Packing Forced to Time 
Change By Transcontinental 


San Francisco, Jan. 27. 
California Packing’s first major 


radio venture 
ran 
earmarked for the account was pre- 
empted by a CBS transcontinental. 
Using William Winter, war analyst, 
in behalf of Del Monte foeds, Sal- 
Pak had begun its six-a-week quar- 
ter at 12:30 when time was taken 
over by General Foods’ ‘Joyce Jor- 
dan,’ shifting from 3 p.m. 

Cal- Pak’s agency, McCann-Erick- 
son, has agreed to a 2 p.m. strip, 
however, and show is now airing 
On KQW, Frisco; KNX, Hollywood; 


KARM, Fresno; KROY, Sacramento; 
KOIN, 


Portland: KIRO, Seattle; 
KSL, Salt Lake; KLZ, Denver; 
KVOR, Colorado Springs; KOY, 


Phoenix: KTUC, Tuscon; KGGM, Al- | 


buquerque: KVSF, Santa Fe, and | 
KROD, El Paso. 


| 





in a decade almost | 
into difficulties when the time 


| cree Was ent 





CFCF’s New Business 


Montreal, Jan. 27. 

Canadian Marconi station CFCF 
has following new business and re- 
newals: 

Block Drug, 156 spot announce- 
ments three times weekly. 

Molson’s’ Brewery, i0:30 p.m. 
newscast seven days weekly. Larry 
Thor, announcer. (Seventh consecu- 
tive year.) 

Fruitatives Products, Ltd., 54 spot 
announcements three times weekly. 

Sir Charles Hanson Laboratories, 
54 spot announcements three times 
weekly. 








HEROES OF THIS 


WAR’ ON KSL 


Salt Lake City, Jan. 27. 

Dupler’s Fur Co. has new series on 
KSL to replace ‘Leaders of the West’ 
series which has been running over 
a year. New once-per-week 15- 
minute show will salute some hero 
in the present war. If hero happens 
to be from listening area this fact 
will be exploited. Copy of script will 
be sent to hero or his family. 


Flight Lieutenant Cheley Petersen 
of the Eagle Squadron, R.A.F. in 
London who recently was presented 
with the D.S.O., was first hero. 

Victor Bell, press agent of KSL 
originated and writes program which 
includes narration by Russ Stewart 
and announcing by Howard Flynn. 








SAM BALTER SETTLES 


Accepts $2,500, Ends Litigation With 
Bayuk Cigars, Former Sponsor 








Philadelphia, Jan. 27. 


} ment 





Sam Balter, former Mutual sports | 


commentator, last week settled his 


| 


damage case against Ivy & Ellington | 


advertising agency, Bayuk cigars and 
Jack Stevens, sports gabber. A de- 
ered in Federal Court 
Saturday (24) that an out 
settlement had been made and Balter 
had received the sum of $2,500. 
Under the settlement, the defend- 
ants are gr 


titles ‘Inside of Sports’ and 


-of-court | 


' 


anted the right to use the | 
‘Once in | 


a Lifetime’—tags which Balter had | 
alleged were his own property and 
were used by Stevens, who suc- 


ceeded Balter on the Bayuk (Phillies 
Cigars) shows. 

Balter is to be allowed the use of 
the title ‘One for the Book,’ which 
he used on a show on the Don Lee 
Network. 


the defendants h ad put pressure on 
the Coast chain to have him barred 
from u y the name and material 
on a 

B er € ] M Of 


he West Coas 
» 4 in 


Elaine Kent Busy 


will i starred as Jo 
the next vehicle 


Elaine Kent 
in ‘Little Women,’ 
in the ‘Wheatena Playhouse’ 
WOR, New York. She is also cur- 
rently heard on ‘Our Gal Sunday,’ 
‘Stella Dallas, ‘Don Winslow’ and 


GOVERNMENT MAY 
AGT IN AUSTRALIA 


—_—_ 


Commercial (‘B’) Stations 
Say They Will Combat 
Control Passing to Govern- 
ment (‘A’) Station Set-Up 





FEUD GROWS 





Sydney, Jan. 20. 
Majority of Australia’s commer- 
cial, or ‘B’ stations, numbering 


around 100, have declared them- 
selves as strongly opposed to any 
nationalization of radio which would 
give control of their facilities to the 
Australian Broadcasting Commis- 


sion. This had been proposed by 
the government as a_ wartime 
measure, 


The commercial broadcasters state 
that they are willing to support the 
government in every way under the 
war emergency, but that they will 
battle to the last against any ar- 
rangement that wili give the coun- 
try’s non-commercial, or ‘A,’ stations 
setup contro] over commercial in- 
terests, 


Ex-Brinkley 
Station, XERA, 
Gets $52,500 





Mexico City, Jan. 27 

By the decree of President Manual 
@vala Camacho $250,000 (Mex.)— 
$52,500 (U. S.) will be paid for the 
taking over last June 6 of radio sta- 
tion XERA (180,000 watts) at Villa 
Acuna, opposite Eagle Pass, Tex. 
Payment is for the station’s equip- 
and will be made to Ramon 
D. Bosqyez, owner at the time of | 
the expropriation. ‘Doc’ Brinkley | 
long held forth over XERA. 

XERA was silenced for the ex-| 
lained reason that it embarrass 
Mexican government by broadc: 
that violated-the 
country 

XERA’s equ 
here to constitute 
the Ministry of the Interior is ready- | 
ing for establishment and operation 
some time during the spring. Re- 


ed the 
Sts 
health laws of that 
pment will be brought 


the giant station 


ported that this station will be of 
250,000 watts, claimed to be the big- 
gest official mouthpiece in Latin 
America, 





Toledo, 0.—Bill Stevens, formerly | 


of KIBC, Indianapolis, has joined | 
the announcing staff of WTOL, To- 
| ledo. 


Balter had charged that| — 


; 





| stiff tax on broadcas 


periodically on various other shows. | 


Besides Miss Kent, other 


leading | 


parts of the sisters in the Louisa May | 


Olcott 
Sammie 


story will be played 
Hill (Beth), Patricia Ryan 
(Amy) and Joyce Hayward (Meg). 
Yarn starts Feb. 9, succeeding the 
present ‘Bachelor Mother’ adaptation. 

Balance of the ‘Little Women’ cast 
will include James Meighan, 
Harens, Irene Hubbard, Teresa Dale 
‘and Charles Webster. 
produced by Ed Wolf Associates for 
the Compton agency. 
|gelo directs. 


by 


Dean | 
Program is! 


Carlo De An-| 
| scheme, 


+ 














Frank Andrini’s Sponsor 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 27. 

Frank Andrini and his Argen- 
tinians, musical foursome, has first 
radio commercial, a_ three-times 
weekly, quarter hour show 
KDKA. Bankroller is the Pitts- 
burgh Brewing Co. and show is be- 
ing produced by George Heid, for- 
mer progfm director of the station 
who is now operating his own 
agency. 

Andrini is half of old brother act 
of the Andrinis, 
act in vaude and cafes. Other 
brother, Lawrence, is with NBC in 
New York and heard regularly on 
the Blue web with his string outfit. 


NBC PAGEBOYS 
WAR VICTIMS 


Two former NBC pageboys have 
recently been killed in action, the 
network has learned. One was Don 
Crocker, a Navy aviator killed at 
Manila. 
trier, who lost his life in a Free 
French tank corps attack on Da- 
mascus, He joined the French army 
at the outbreak of the war, was 
evacuated at Dunkirk and enlisted 
in the Free French forces. A third 
former NBC page, Harry Weir, was 











killed’ with the Spanish Loyalist 
ferces in Spain in 1937. 
According to Jerry Martin, NBC 


guest relations chief, the network 
is losing its pageboys to the armed 
services at the rate of about 22% a 
month. In addition, NBC affiliate 
stations are constartly calling for 
pageboys to become announcers. 





‘Wilfred Guenther Leaves 


WLWO, Cincy, for Navy 


Cincinnati, Jan. 27. 
Wilfred Guenther has eieisd leave 
as general manager of WLWO, C 





ros- 


ley’s short-wave § station, _ for the 
duration. He’s now lieutenant 
| junior grade, in the Navy and as- 


signed to special duty of an un- 
disclosed nature. 


long-time standard | 


| 
' 
' 
j 


| agents in Europe, 
on | 





Late last year Guenther filled a 
special assignment for everal 
months as advisor to the office of} 
Col. William E, Donovan. He be- 
came manager of WLWO in 1938] 
after serving as promotion manager | 
of WLW and WSAI and heading! 
Crosley’s tele-facsimile division, 

Dick Powell, WLW continuity 
writer, was inducted into the Army 
Tuesday (27). He has been replac -d 


by Frederick Russell. 


Fly Not Opposed o Specl Taxes 2S=srsattns 


Wa nington, 
he ever 


Jan. 27. 


Denying such a 


opposed 


|move, FCC Chairman James L, Fly 
series on | 


has indorsed the idea of imposing a 
ters—most likely | 
on the basis of gross business or 
total earnings—in order to _ boost 
Federal revenue. Besides favoring 
some kind of license fee, he told the 
House Appropriations Committee re- 


cently, he does not believe the bulk 


of the commercial operators would 
a seriously it ngled out for 
some special le. 

Though the w ‘hole problem is up 


to the Treasury Department and is 
not a Commish responsibility, Fly 
declared in response to questions by 
Rep Richard B. Wigglesworth, long- 
time advocate of some profit-control 


but he merely thought the 


lidea of 


| impact, 
}can pay a tax without being driven 


lev) yted by House |] i 
was ‘dubious’ and had not been 
tudied through.’ That particular 
idea would have ‘hit rather severely 
in certain spots,’ he explained, but 
‘certainly I was not opposed to the 


taxation under a well-con- 


|sidered scheme of taxation of the 
industry; I think there ought to be 
one.’ 

navet Wigglesworth had referred 
| to Commish yee icating profit 
of 40°. up to 300%, Fly said ‘I agree 
with you that the re is an appropriate 
lfield here for taxation and “th at 
'many of them can pay such a tax 


without there being any substantial 


For example, many of them 


Of course, 


Industry Is 


class. 
in the 


out of the profit 
the major return 


h x L- ’ 
to the networks. 


Roches N. Y.., 27 

Suit over the "death of gt J. 
Long, Jr., 35, former chief engineer 
of WHAM, ag: t the New York 
Central Bpanroes was settled for 
$7,500. Long was k lled May 9, 1940, 
when the automobi le e was d ng 

“ashed te oa steel girder s porte 
an overhead bridge of the raile 
road. 

Robert Hemings, 35, pianist at 
WHAM, who was seriously injured 
in the crash, previously -accepted 
$11,! 500 offered by the railroad and 
the Long estate, the railroad paying 

ie larg part Hemings recently 
ret irned o WHAM after more than 

ja yea absence 


The other was Jean Tar- | 





Better U.S. Shortwave Understood 
But Nazis’ Weaker Voice ce Mystihes 


+ 





Shortwave monitoring stations in 
both the United States and Latin 
America are finding German transe 
mitters coming in 
weakly. At the 


more and more 
time VU. S., 
Africa, Asia and 
South America are that 
American stations are heard 
with greatly increasing clarity and 
signals are exceptionally strong in 
many places, 


same 


reporting 


being 


Engineers in this country are ata 
loss to understand why the Nazi 
propaganda-pumpers are failing to 
get across with their former clarity, 
They eliminate the possibility that 
it’s due to meteorological conditions 
by the fact that London and Rome 
are very strong now throughout 
North and South America. 

Only other possibility seen by en- 
gineers is that equipment is wearing 
out and needs replacing. It’s felt, 
however, that Nazi chieftains would 
certainly give prioritiés to the relae 
tively insignificant quantity of mae 
terials needed to get their message 
to the world. Which leaves the an- 
Swer a big question mark. 

There’s no question mark, on the 
other hand, as to what’s causing the 
improvement in signal of U.S. out- 
lets. First thing is the recent FCC 
order that all shortwavers jump 
their power to at least 50,000 watts, 
That helped bring the average 
strength of all U.S. DXers up from 
21 kws to 52 kws. 

Of equal importance has been 
continued experimentation with 


ane 


tennas and beam directors. As ene 
gineers learn more and more about 
these factors they are able to get far 


greater strength of output with the 


same amount of wattage. U.S. em- 
bassies and consulates in all parts 
| of the world where they still exist 
|—and other agents in those places 
where embassies and consulates are 





no more—file continuous data on how 
well stations are being heard. 
First reports on reception of C BS' 3 


new 50,000-watt transmitter, which 
went into action Jan. 1, are very 
favorable. Another similar one will 


go in service in February. 


‘FILM TO GIVE 
MEXICO'S RADIO 
HISTORY 


Mexico City 


Jan. 27. 


Emilio Azcarraga, radio-cinema 
magnate, is readying an industrial 
film depicting the history of com- 
mercial radio in tl countr. Many 


N.Y. CENTRAL SETTLES 


In Death of WHAM  Engineer-— 
seep ite Got $11,590 
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To__DADDY From. OME OFFICE Date JAN. 28 
) 
a, DEAR DADDY: 
WILL ! YOU'RE IN THE CHIPS! Paramount's third block is hotter than 
oe i ec 
PORT! "SULLIVAN'S TRAVELS" SMASHED HOUSE 
S THIRD : RECORDS for its opening week i 
* TO AN ! “SULLIVAN IS STARTING HIS TRAVELS IN 
‘CLEANUP A SPRINT a: tne Metropolitan Theatre, Boston, too! 





Opening grosses were 65% above "BIRTH OF THE BLUES" and 100% 
above the last Sturges hit, "THE LADY EVE"! 


"BAHAMA PASSAGE" IS GROSSING FROM 15 
TO 110% ABOVE “ALOMA" AND "VIRGINIA" 


IN DATE AFTER DATE! Samples? It's 110% above "“Aloma" and 30% 
above "Virginia" at the Rialto Theatre, Tucson. ..30% above 
"Virginia" and 15% above “Aloma" at the Saenger in New 
Orleans...28% above "Aloma" and 15% above "Virginia" at the 
Paramount in Toledo...25% above "Aloma" and 15% above 
“Virginia” at the Tampa Theatre, Tampa...50% above "Aloma" 
and 15% above "Virginia" at the Capitol, Wilkes-Barre. ..30% 
above "Aloma" and 23% above "Virginia" at the Fox, Atlanta 
-..15 to 50% above these top grossers in SIX NEW ENGLAND DATES! 


"BAHAMA" HAS PASSED BOTH "“ALOMA" AND 
"VIRGINIA" at the Paramount, Los Angeles...playing 


without a stage show where both these past hits played with 
a stage show: At the Paramount, Montgomery, Alabama, "BAHAMA”" 
rolled up the BIGGEST’ OPENING GROSS IN FIVE YEARS! 


I'LL LET YOU KNOW THE FIGURES on tne 


rest of the block soon as the pictures hit release. But 
they're in the bag; the "Reporter" calls "MR. BUG GOES TO 
TOWN" “SUREFIRE BOXOFFICE," and says "Pacific Blackout” 
is "SOLID ENTERTAINMENT THAT'LL PAY A HEALTHY PROFIT.” Says 
"NO HANDS ON THE CLOCK" will click solidly, too! 


on Cn 


\ 


2.8. Don't miss the screenings for Paramount's FOURTH block-- 
it's all fun and a mile wide! Sheer entertainment; solid boxoffice! 
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From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Tue Rapio Trape 1s Discussinc: Arch Oboler and Greta Garbo— 
Effects of Daylight Saving—the Neurotic fears that some small fry 
station will violate censorship—the choice of John Shepard as industry’s 
wartime liaison with government. 








First Piano Quartet, only four-piano team on air, rounds out a year on 
the Blue....It’s given 77 broadcasts....It’s controlled by Fadiman Asso- 
ciates, in which Clifton Fadiman is a partner.... 

Starting Feb. 3 on WMCA, ‘Lillian Okun Discusses Civilian Defense 
News’....John Babb and Bob Smith go with the new National Concert & 
Artists Service when it moves to 711 Fifth avenue....Ted Collins, who 
saw his daughter married last week, has emceed, produced or otherwise 
concerned himself with six outside broadcasts in a recent count of eight 
days. 

Nila Mack last week obtained permission from the White House for Bill 
Adams to simulate President Roosevelt's voice on her ‘Let’s Pretend’ pro- 
gram....The imitation was woven into last Saturday’s installment (24) for 
a bit allied with the ‘March of Dimes.’ 

Myron McCormick into cast of ‘Our Gal Sunday’ for indefinite run.... 
He opened at the Windsor theatre Monday night (26) in ‘Lily of the 
Valley,’ the new Ben Hecht play....Mutual and WOR tossed a luncheon 
at the Astor yesterday (Tuesday) for Protestant, Catholic and Jewish 
clergymen, in connection with the net’s ‘Radio Chapel’ series....Winifred 
Christie does a double-keyboard piano series Sundays during February 
on WQXR, and the two-piano teams of Harry Brant-Richard Baldwin and 
Joana and Louise Leschin also start programs on the same station.... 
Vincent Price and Victor Jory, respective heavies in the Broadway and 
road companies of ‘Angel Street,’ will be guest competitors Sunday night 
(1) on ‘Double or Nothing’ via Mutual....Merle Oberon has cancelled her 
Feb. 6 date for the Philip Morris ‘Playhouse’ because of an exclusive tieup 
for a series of Chesterfield ads....Walter Huston guests on the Philip 
Morris show Feb. 13. 


WQXR, noted for its addicticn to the classics, has folded its single 
swing program and will henceforth air only long-hair music....Michele 
Morgan and Paul Henried guest Sunday night on the OEM's ‘Keep ’Em 
Rolling’ in a briefie version of their current picture, ‘Joan of Paris‘.... 
Elie Siegmeister will air a program of his own compositions and arrange- 
ments Saturday nights, starting Feb. 7, via WQXR....Herb Wolf, formerly 
casting director of Ed Wolf Associates, to be transferred from Ft. Knox to 
become morale officer and publicity rep at Madison Barracks, Sackett’s 
Harbor, N. Y....This is the washup week for ‘Michael and Kitty....Also 
the last week for ‘Columbia Workshop’ in its Sunday night spot....It 
moves to Sunday afternoons....Eric Sevareid starts a series of Tuesday, 
Thursday, Saturday night news programs Feb. 10 for Studebaker, via CBS 
....Walter Huston does ‘Mr. Lincoln Speaks to the People and to the Sol- 
diers,’ by Joe Liss and Earl Robinson, via NBC-Red for the Library of 
Congress the week of Feb. 8. 

Greg Williamson, currently dividing his time between the Pedlar & Ryan 
radio department and the Navy Department in Washington, expects to be 
commissioned a lieutenant commander and assigned to publicizing the 
Navy’s factory awards....Roy Winsor, of Blackett-Sample-Hummert 
script department, Chicago, visiting New York last week, with a stop in 
Toronto on the way back....Sunday night (1) winds up the five-week ex- 
tension on the Helen Hayes program, with a news series slated to succeed 
it....Sergeant Jimmy Cannon added to cast of Mutual’s ‘Songs for March- 
ing Men’ as m.c....Bob Coleson, assistant to Ed Kirby, of the War Depart- 
ment’s public relations staff, on the Coast for station confabs....Kermit 
Moss, WNEW salesman, back from Florida vacation. 


William Spier succeeds Davidson Taylor as producer of ‘Columbia’s 
Workshop,’ which moves from 10:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. Sundays....Spier is 
Columbia's script editor....Frances Land and Mady Kramer added to ‘Just 
Plain Bill’ cast....Harry Hiller is panelman on the ‘Johnny Presents’ show 
for Philip Morris, with Manny Segal handling sound effects....Bill Gage 
is the engineer on the same sponsor’s ‘Playhouse’ series. 


Richard Janaver joined ‘Mr. Keen’ cast and John Raby a newcomer to 
‘Orphans of Divorce’ troupe....Jack Hartley, recovered from flu, was in 


New York last week for huddles with agencies....He’s radio chief of Navy 
public relations....Mark Goodson doing new ‘Answer Man’ series on WOR, 


succeeding Al Mitchell, who’s doing a similar stint on a midwestern Mutual | 


hookup out of Chicago....Bruce Chapman produces the WOR edition.... 
Selwyn James doing commentator series Sunday afternoons via WINS.... 
California Institute of Technology and University of California alternating 
with Leland Stanford in presenting the ‘Unlimited Horizons’ series on 
NBC-Red....Cy Newman, formerly with CBS and WOR, now with WWRL, 
where he’s doing ‘The Last Word in Sports’ series Tuesday and Thursday 
nights. : 

Henry Fisk Carlton, Radio Writers Guild national prez, back from Chi- 
cago, where he huddled with Mel Wiliiamson, of the Seeds agency, on the 
local plans of the Radio Writers’ War Effort Committee....Tom Bennett 
arranging the musical score for the ‘Abie’s Irish Rose’ series....Bill 
Meeder, organist; Richard Stark, announcer, and Axel Gruenberg, director, 
have prepared and waxed for audition a story-reading series, something 
along the lines of Nelson Olmstead’s ‘Stories by Olmstead’... .Radio-legit 
actor Philip Reed signed to a Metro term contract....Mary Mason, star of 
‘Maudie’s Diary,’ doubling in the Broadway comedy, ‘Cafe Crown’.... 
James West, of Procter & Gamble radio department, to New York last 
week for the preem of ‘Abie’s Iirsh Rose.’ 


IN HOLLYWOOD... 


Tue Rapio Trape 1s Discussinc: the mounting casualties from priori- 
ties when the war effort really begins to hum—Hollywood’s miff at 
Fred Allen’s twitting of the picture biggies last week—where the re- 
placements are coming from when the draftees start moving to camp 
Don Gilman’s ‘watch the Blue’ slogan and the mpending scrap with 
Sid Strotz for coast biz. : 


Mann Holiner and Phil Rapp,took a fast trip east to discuss future | 


plans for Maxwell House Time with the powers in big town....Ted 


Hediger was granted leave from NBC production staff to try his hand at | 


cooking up gags for Rudy Vallee, John Barrymore, et al.....Bob Hafter, 
one-time production boss at WBBM, Chicago, and KMOX, St. Loo, now at 
KNX producing ‘I Was There’... .Ralph Scott now heading up production 


for CBS in Frisco....Keith McCloud looks in for the producing job on 


Red Skelton opus since Tony Stanford hied back to the Thompson agency 
to take Chase & Sanborn in tow....Bill Hampton, songwriter-arranger 
with Kay Kyser, taking a flier in radio writing and grabbed off two as- 
signments on his first out. He’s doing the scripts for Screen Guild The- 
atre and Silver Theatre on the same day, Feb. 1....Charlie Smith moving 
his National Concert and Artists’ staff out of NBC for quarters on the 
Sunset Strip....Harry Ommerle buzzed Lawton Campbell on the new 
Bob Burns setup and hiked back to New York....Louis Quinn, onetime 
radio hoker-upper and now picture writing, swapped his civvies for a lay- 
out of khaki....Tom Harrington and Tom Lewis lunched Groucho Marx 
at the Derby, setting tongues to-wagging in a dozen booths....Bob Garred 
renewed as newscaster for Liberty mag on KNX....Old Gold airer and 
all hands picked up for another quarter....Dick Mack has played stand-in 





[CRAIG LAWRENCE NOW V. P. 





Luther Hill Executive Ditto of Iowa 
Broadcasting Co. 





Des Moines, Jan. 27. 

Craig R. Lawrence, commercial 
manager of stations KSO and KRNT 
has been named a vice-president of 
the Iowa Broadcasting Co. at the 
annual meeting. Luther L. Hill was 
elected executive vice-president and 
treasurer, Sumner D. Quarton of 
WMT, Cedar Rapids, was also elected 
an executive vice-president. 

Other officers elected were Gard- 























. Radio Daffodils . 


New York City—Zeke Manners and his hillbilly gang on WNEW have one 
western member, Elton Britt. Rest of hillbillies are from Brooklyn and 
Staten Island. 











San Antonio—Announcing staff of KABC is airing a full hour of stuff 
and nonsense each Monday evening in a broadcast titled ‘Radio Rebels’ 
Each does what he would like to do if he had that opportunity on hig 
regular broadcast shift. Unknown to the announcer, control room oper. 
ators change recordings, run some backwards or speed them up and play 


nd 


other recordings than announced. 








One Newcomer Is Winner of Phil 
Spitalny’s Contest 


assistant secretary. 


KAY KYSER 
JOINS AFRA 


Hollywood, Jan, 27. 

Kay Kyser was the first of the 
bandleaders to be signed up by 
American Federation of Radio Art- 
ists in its drive to corral maestros 
who read lines on the air. Even 
F. E. Boone, tobacco auctioneer, was 
tabbed for a membership. show to conform to the sponsor’s 

Other Kyserlings now in the! quiz shows in other areas. Instead 
AFRA fold are Eddie Shay, Max/| of limiting the contest to ‘north 
Williams, Jack Martin, Sully Mason, | side’ and ‘south side,’ it will here- 
Merwin Bogue. after include the west side. In this 


BURKE MILLER GETS ‘North Side, West Side Brain Bat- 
PROMOTION AT NBC 


tle’ to ‘Chicago Brain Battle.’ 
Under new plan, contestants will 
William Burke Miller, who has 
been with NBC for 15 years, has been 


be chosen from two sections of the 
city, and the winning side wold 
named eastern program manager for 
the same network. Miller has been 


participate again the following week, 
competing against the third group. 

specializing in special events. Miller 

specializing in special events. 


Quiz contestants will be chosen 
from civic and industrial organiza- 

Miller will work under C. L. Men- 
ser, NBC program manager. 








Cincinnati, Jan. 27. 

Three singers joined the WLW- 
WSAI talent staff this week: Virginia 
Hays, Phil Brito, baritone, formerly 
with Al Donahue’s ork and Jan 
Savitt’s band, and Dorothy McVitty. 

Latter is winner of the recent Phil 
Spitalny-General Electric’s ‘Hour of 
Charm’ promotion, 








As Having Brains, Too 
Chicago, Jan. 27. 
Noxzema is revamping its quiz 








tions throughout the city, and will 
include such groups as Braille Mu- 
sic Club, Chicago Irish Club, Chi- 
cago Kiwanis, Illinois Industrial 
Commission, Hi-Up Club for Tall 
People, Army and Navy aviators, 
Signal Corps, Illinois Reserve Militia, 


WGRC Dramatic Serial | etc. 
On Mutual Network | 


New dramatic serial, ‘In the Fu- 
ture,’ started Monday (26) on Mu- 
tual at 5:15-5:30 p.m. daily. 

Originates at WGRC, ~.ouisville, 
with ‘Biff’ Baker featured. 





Awards will be given in Defense 
Savings Stamps. 





John W. Vandercook, NBC news 
voice, lectured Sunday (25) in Klein- 
hans Music Hall, Buffalo, as part of 
Knights of Columbus lecture series. 








for every member of the Sealtest cast at the previews. Last week it was 
the ailing Rudy Vallee the producer-writer had to Boswell....Jim Doane 
|active again as a radio agent....Freddy Brisson east to talk over agency 
| deals on Shirley Temple coupled with ‘Date For Judy’....Russel Seeds 
| closing its Hollywood office Feb. 1 and Helen Woodman, Coast manager, 
| trying to make up her. mind whether to stay here or return to Chicago 
with the agency. 

Holly Noble’s KNX publicity gang went out and proved that there’s 
still an audience for war commentators when they put over an advance 
|campaign for Edward R. Murrow that taxed the wartime capacity (5,000) 








|of Shrine Auditorium....It also proved the top pull for a lecturer in Los 
Angeles, bettering by 600 the previous high held by Admiral Rickard E. 
| Byrd....Third best turnout for a straight talker greeted a recent booking 
of Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt.,..Columbians were especially pleased with 


| paid one, 


| —_____.. 

} T J T 7 J ] T ’ 

IN SAN FRANCISCO .. . 

THE RApDiIo TrRAbDE 1s Discussinc: CBS suit to oust KSFO from the 
Palace Hotel studios—the shot-at-sunrise atmosphere around NBC as 
the reds are separated from the blues—the new CBS news bureau— 
Bill Ryan’s appointment as chief .of the Blue in Frisco. 


‘Red Ryder’ now skedded to start on the Blue for Langendorf bakeries 
Feb. 3, climaxing a sales effort that began last June....NBC here built 
three half-hour shows for the account, but got nowhere until last Decem- 
| ber, when Gene Grant, KGO-KPO salesman, and Art Rush, of Red Ryder 


syndicate, made a pitch on the cartoon serial....Grant has spent several 
hours a day with the account ever since, during which it was on-again | 
| off-again between the Blue and Don Lee....now set for Ti esday, Thurs- 
| day, Saturday at 7:30, supplementing Langendorf’s ‘Lone Ranger’ Mon.- 
Wed.-Fri. on Don Lee....Sale was made direct, with Ruthrauff & Rvan 
| coming in later...-Ruth Keator, KYA’s ‘Kathryn Allen,’ steps into ‘the | 
stat on’s publicity post left vacant by shift of J. Clarence Myers to govern- 
| ment information work....Constance Small added to Marie Houlahan’s 
CBS press staff....Lloyd H. MacMorran, ninth corps area radio contact 
| man, shifted to Fort Douglas, Utah....Nescafe has bought six stations two 
| quarters weekly on Don Lee....will use that much of KFRC’s Kirkwood- 


| Harris Breakfast Club on KFRC, KHJ, L.A.: KGA, Spokane; KALE, Port- 
! land; KOL, Seattle, and KMO, Tacoma....Frank Nicholson kicked off a 
| new thrice-weekly quarter on KFRC yesterday (26) analyzing listener’s 
surnames....genealogy stint rides for Dr. Shane, Chiropractor. ...Gilbert 
| Wales, long-time newspaper man, is now newscaster for KYA....Don 
Billings has joined same station’s sales staff....Forrest Barnes scripting 
| a new KPO serial based on character tabbed John Freedom, who sym- 
bolically overcomes Nazi tyranny. 


'IN CHICAGO... 


Harold Kent, who was chief of radio division of Chicago publie schools, 
is noW a major in the army....Virginia Payne making her air shows with 
the use of a wheel-chair while her ankle mends....Robert Fahey comes in 
from Washington to join news and special events department of NBC, re- 
placing Harry Heath, who goes into the army....Jerome Kaufherr leaves 
NBC guide staff to become announcer with KBUR, Burlington, Ia.... 

‘Breakfast Club’ program on NBC to use tune, ‘We Did It Before: We'll 
Do It Again,’ as regular closing song. 





Include West Side Chicago 





ner Cowles, Jr., president; John 

Cowles, vice-president; Frec A. . 
Little, secretary and Arthur T. THREE JOIN WLW-WSAI : 
Gormley, assistant treasurer and 


TO MULL WAR 
IDEAS 


Edward L. Bernays, the public 
relations counsel, is launching a five. 
week series over WQXR, New York 
| devoted to ‘Ideas will Win the War.’ 
| Will be heard Sundays 6:30 to 7 p.m, 
with Bernays presiding over panel 
discussions as follows: 

‘Psychological Blitz,’ Ordway Tead, 
Dorothy Walworth, Ernst Kris, Feb. 
1. 

‘Censorship and _ Propaganda,’ 
Clyde Miller, Arthur Garfield Hayes, 
Robert J. Landry (Variety), Feb. 8. 

‘Fighting with Idea Bullets,’ Roger 
Baldwin, Harry Overstreet, Fred- 
erick Redefer, Feb. 15. 

‘How to Deal with Rumors,’ Philip 
Salisbury, Gorham Munson, Feb. 22, 

‘You Can’t Beat Ideas,’ Vera Dean, 
Clark Eichelberger, Quincy Howe, 
March 1. 


CANADA IS 
DOING WELL 











E. H. Smith, sales promotion di- 
rector station CFCF, Montreal, has 
sent out a _ statistical summary on 
business conditions in Canada after 
two years of war. It is directed at 
U. S. agency account executives 
and shows that the Canadian mar- 
ket has been greatly extended as a 
result of the war. 

Based on Dominion of Canada 
Government data, the Smith sum- 
mary shows that the war effort has 
boosted employment 28% during the 
past year alone, increased retail pur- 
chasing in 12 lines including foods, 
clothing and household goods, and 
lifted drug store sales 15.5% as com- 





their record of not having to put out any paper, every admissior being a | f 1941 over 1940, 


pared with 10 months in 1940 which 
showed an _ increase over 1939. 
Whoiesale trade registered an in- 
crease of 16.6% for first nine months 
continuing up- 


ward trend established over 1939. 


| 





| 
| 


YOUNG & RUBICAM 
PLOTS FOR SUMMER 


Program planning division of 
Young & Rubicam is currently in 
high gear, scoufing around for pro- 


grams that will serve as summer 
pinchhitters for shows that the 
| agency has currently on NBC and 
Columbia. 

It is customary: for tl y; 
because of the policy of certain of 
its accounts, to start its searching in 





January, 


Dan Russell’s Travels 





Dan Russell has been transferred 
by Edmund Chester, CBS shortwave 
and Latin-American relations chief, 
from production supervision to the 
post of field representative for Co- 
lumbia’s Latin-American Network. 

He takes to the road in March. 





Royce Howes Sponsored 
Detroit, Jan. 27. 
Reyce Howes, military expert for 
the Detroit Free Press, will do 
Tuesday and Thursday evening 
analytical talks on WJR under the 


sponsorship of Four Way Cold Tab- 
lets. 


First program will be Feb. 3 
H. W. Kastor & Sons, agency, 
handled the deal. 


| 
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Inside Stuff —Radio 


That request, widely printed in the daily press, for Bing Crosby to 
cet up his program specially for the men of the United States Forces in 
the Far East came from a temporarily otherwise-occupied Signal Corps 
man pounding the key on a War Department radio circuit, not from Gen. 
Douglas MacArthur. Message came over the Army system from Fort Mills 
(Corregidor) shortly before the circuit went out. 

Suggestion was for General Electric’s San Francisco short-wave trans- 
mitter, KGEI, to beam a program to the long-wave outlet at Cebu, but 
since the message came through this plant has gone off the air and the 
town has been a target for Japanese raids. 








J. H. Neebe, as vice-president of the Campbell-Ewald agency, of Detroit, 
has circularized station managers with a letter offering a tested half-hour 
recorded program on a cooperative basis. The agency, states the letter, is 
prepared to assist the station’s sales department in selling the recorded 
show to local advertisers. Campbell-Ewald’s compensation, according to 
the letter, would be the production cost of the program and the ‘usual 
agency commission on the cost of time. The type or contents of the 
proffered series is not explicitly disclosed in the letter. 





Frank Hummert, radio head of the Blackett-Sample-Hummert Agency, 
has, according to several professional managers, developed into quite a 
picker of hit songs. Unlike the general run of agency producers, Hummert 
is in the habit of sprinkling his musical programs with a goodly per- 
centage of newly-introduced pop tunes and music men have become im- 
pressed by his knack so far for tagging potential hits in accepting or re- 
jecting submitted songs. 





Stan Hubbard of KSTP has four other positions which take up much 
of his time, three being in connection with national defense. He’s full- 
time chairman of the Minnesota Aeronautics Commission and radio chair- 
man of the state Civilian Defense Council and of the state Red Cross war 
relief fund drive. 

He recently also was appointed midwest member of the new NBC plan- 
ning and advisory committee. 





Mary Livingston, who fainted in the studio after reading her final line 
on the Jack Benny program Sunday night (25) via NBC-Red, sounded 
unlike her normal self throughout the broadcast. Comedienne’s voice 
seemed to lack its usual edge of withering scorn and her normally precise 
timing was also off. At one point in the show Benny revealed something 
was wrong by remarking, ‘You'd better take a couple of asperins for that 
cold, Sister.’ 





Agency producers, writers and other outsiders who have occasion to do 
business around CBS studios, New York, may be required to use passes 
containing their photos. 

The extension of this arrangement from the network’s own personnel 
to agency people who have regular cause to visit the studios is under con- 
sideration by Columbia’s building operations department. 

Helen Hayes has turned down a bid for her radio services by the Benton 
& Bowles agency in behalf of Procter & Gamble. She explained that she 
had too much to do what with her current tour in ‘Candle in the Wind’ 
and, thereafter, a yen to rest. 

Miss Hayes said that she wouldn’t take any radio work whatever until 
next fall. 

Radio columns conducted with some personal attention and writing 
(not with scissors and pastepot by a guy who also is the paper’s handy- 
man) are so rare in the U. S. A. that when a new column bobs up people 
talk about it even miles away. Lucile Evans is running a radio commen- 
tary in the Woodland (Cal.) Daily Democrat that has been favorably 
noted in Manhattan. 





Jeanette Sayre wno, with C. J. Friedrich of Harvard, has been writing 
those Rockefeller grant-sponsored booklets on radio ‘controls,’ is marrying 
an Army officer this month and leaving her researching to live on a 
Georgia Army reservation. Meantime a project to trace the relation of 
Congress, the FCC and the networks has gone cold because of the war. 

Iennen & Mitchell agency is looking around for a program which it 
can use in place of ‘The Thin Man’ (NBC) when the contract on the 
latter series expires at the end of March. ‘Thin Man’ deal was for 26 
weeks, 

Woodbury is the account 





Ensign J. D. Jones, former radio engineer for WBAP and KGKO, Fort 
Worth, is in a San Francisco hospital recuperating from injuries he re- 
ceived when his plane was under Japanese fire last month. He is a naval 
radio operator. 





| TITLES FOR WTIC PAIR 


' B 5 I L [ S T | Assistant 
| 
} 
Hartford, Jan. 27. 
| Thomas C. McCray, program di- 
6 9 |rector of WTIC, and Walter C. John- 
| son, sales manager, have been upped 


|by General Manager Paul A. Mo- 


lrency, to the titles of assistant 
general managers of the station. 





General Managerships 
to McCray, Johnson 








San Francisco, Jan. 27. | Both still retain their old jobs. | 


Its patience exhausted CBS, in | What new duties, if any, the two 


superior court here, has filed an | Will take over have not been re- | 


action to oust KSFO from Columbia’s | vealed. 
Palace hotel studios. A complaint ages 
- aah detainer, signed by At- T H p e 
ornhey . P. Caubu for Columbia, | B 
States that Associated Broadcasters n 0 ear yron rice 
has Possession ‘without any right and i. i 
without any permission or consent’ 
of the plaintiff. 

Restitution of the premises and 
$1,000 month damazes is asked. A 


Seattle, Jan. 27. 
KOMO-KJR were hosts to a group 
of 50 local radio executives and 








contract attached reveals that KSFO 
has been paying $650 a month rental 
under an agreement signed Dec. 15, 
1937, and expiring at 12:01 a.m. Jan. 
1, 1942. The suit climaxes an un- 
usual situation which has had KSFO 
Temaining in the studios although 
not affiliated with CBS since Jan.1. 
Meanwhile March 23 has been set 
as hearing date on applications of 
KQW and KSFO for 59 kw grants. 


. 





Spartanburg, S. C.—Robert An- 
thony, former WORD program di- 
tector, in charge of WSPA promo- 
hon and merchandising. 


newspapermen last week when the 
speech by Byron Price, government 
director of censorship, was piped 
over the Red and Blue network 
lines. Talk dealt with radio code 
censorship and was sent through a 
loudspeaker for the listeners, not 
being broadcast to public. 





Jack Berch Snowdrifting 


Wessen Oil & Snowdrift Sales Co. 
is placing contracts for three quar- 
ter-hours a week. It’s a transcribed 
series with Jack Berch. The start- 
ing date is Feb. 2, with Snowdrift 





shortening the product plugged. 








The Magical Facts of a Magical Program 


MANDRAKE the 
MAGICIAN 


® Brought 3,000,000 customers into 


stores in six weeks in one city. 
- 
a \ wi 















® Gained FIRST PLACE in 
rating in New York Market 

within first ten 

weeks on air. 





A 


@ Over Station WOR a MAN- 
DRAKE club gained 300,000 
members in three weeks with 
900,000 signatures of house- 


wives. 








@ Until now never offered or avail- 


able beyond four major cities. 


We are now able, for the first 
time, to offer this sales magic of 
MANDRAKE for regional and local 
sponsorship in all parts of the United 
States and Canada. We believe that 
this is the finest tested program 
available in the field of adventure, 
action, mystery and drama. And 
remember, MANDRAKE is backed up 
by a newspaper circulation exceed- 
ing 9,500,000. 


These brilliant transcriptions avail- 
able for immediate use are pro- 
duced under the personal super- 
vision of Henry Souvaine, directed 
by Carlo de Angelo, with special 
magical music by William Meeder. 


~ 


Copyright 1934, King Features Syndicate, Inc. 





Take advantage of this practical magic—cash magic—magic 
that makes sales dollars dance into jingling cash registers 
—magic now available for Regional and Local sponsorship. 











Please communicate with THE TRANSCRIPTION DEPARTMENT 


HENRY SOUVAINE, Inc. 


30 Rockefeller Plaza New York City 


CIRCLE 7-5666 
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Leighton & Nelson Agency Owners, 
| Col. Jim Healey and Bradley Kincaid 


: Get Station Okay for Schenectady 


a Schenectady, Jan. 27. State Your Business 

Western Gate company has the 
greenlight from the Federal Com- | 
munications Commission to establish | 
a full-time 250 watt station here. | 

Chief backers of the new station are 
Winslow Leighton and George Nel- | 
son of the local advertising aeons | 
} 


on 








7 


Greenville, S. C., Jan. 27. 

WFBC has announced wartime 
ruling whereby only persons 
with business appointments, em- 
ployes and talent will be admit- 
ted to studios and offices. 

Studio audiences and casual 
visitors are barred. 


bearing their name. Col. Jim Healey, 
the commentator, and Bradley Kinc- 


aid, the hillbilly entertainer, are also | 
stockholders, 


Barring all priorities or legalistic 


impediments the new station will be | 9 
r built and start operations ‘as soon as | 4 
possible.’ Either Leighton or Nelson | 
will detach himself from the adver- | | 


tising agency to devote full energies | 
to station management. 








| 











Young & Rubicam is trying to tine | 
i up a two-way shortwave conversa- | 
tion between Pvt, Milburn Henke, | 





i and Figures, have resigned their re- 


‘Flagg-Quirt’ Sustaining 


Hollywood, Jan. 27. 
‘Captain Flagg and Sergeant Quirt, 


with Edmund Lowe-Victor McLag- 
len. is being retained by Blue Net- 


. L 
WOK as 


Mennen’s 
last week 


Bill Lewis, Doug Merservey | 
Sever Their Contacts 
With Columbia, NBC 


Lewis and Douglas 
the Office of Facts 


netainer 
sustainer. 


withdrew sponsorship 








William B. 
Merservey, of 


spective jobs with CBS and NBC. 
Both men have been trying to sever 
their network connections for some 
time, but the companies were re- 
ported to be reluctant to have them 
leave. Poth have been on leaves of 
absence to do the Government as- 
signments. 

Lewis was CBS vice-president in 
charge of broadcasts, while Merser- 
vey was a sales exec of NBC. 


Bates’ Last Ditcher 





ry, 


American Tobacco Orders Warnow 


Style Changes to Meet Coca-Cola 


New Minute Men 





American Tobacco, which recently 
revised its Lucky Strike ‘Hit Pg. 
rade’ on CBS with the addition of 
name guests and bands, is changing 





Nashville, Jan. 27. 


‘Radio Minute Men’ is latest the format still further. Saturday 
stunt being used by WSIX to night series ‘s now being pointed 
boost sales of defense bands and still -more toward a swing style of 
stamps. music. 


Leading local citizens are in- 
vited to deliver one-minute 
speeches plugging defense bonds. 


SET SCALE FOR 
LOBSTERETTES 


Station WABC, New York, key 
outlet of CBS, is now offering one- 
minute and 100-word spot announce- 
ments on its 1-6 a.m. nightly re- 
corded classics program. Present 
policy of concert and opera music 
on the show was instituted about 


Mark Warnow’s regular band has 
been cut from 55 to 38 pieces, chiefly 
reducing the number of strings. In 
addition, jive and dance rhythms are 
being increasingly stressed. Benny 
Carter, Negro noted in the trade for 
his hot arrangements, was added to 
Warnow’s arranging staff last week 
and will supply three numbers for 
this Saturday night’s broadcast. 

Understood the sponsor's idea in 
adding guest names and veering 
more toward swing style of musie 
is to meet the challenge being of- 
fered by Coca-Cola’s six-nights-a- 
week ‘Spotlight Bands’ series. 


WIDOW ASKS FEE 

















Hi. ' é : : =. Wells, director of the Guy Lom- two weeks ago and the sale of spot 
a first U. S. soldier to disembark in) bardo program for the Ted Bates | announcements was offered this 
4 | Ireland, and his girl from Hutchin-! agency (Colgate-Palmolive-Peet), is | week. No sponsors have yet signed 
i son, Minn. Broadcast would be part; handling virtually the entire radio | for participation. 


} of next Tuesday night’s (3) ‘We, the 
Hl People’ program for Sanka coffee, via 
aif CBS. 

i : 


i Also being sought for the same) 
Hi wun broadcast is an interview with one 
ae 44 of the U. S. soldiers, now in a San 
iw Warwick & Legler has called on . 


a : ae ; Francisco hospital, who was wounded 
gtation reps for the submission Me — in the Jap attack on Pearl Harbor. 
ly of reports showing not only the Tentatively for the show, in 


addi- | 


department this week. Tom Revere, 
slated to head the department start- 
ing Monday (2), hasn't yet moved 
over from Benton & Bowles. Mil- 
_ dred Fenton, in charge of daytime 
| programs, is stiil hospitalized with 
a bad back. Addison Smith, di- 





rector of ‘Hobby Lobby,’ is out with | 
an infected tooth, but may be back | 


Rates for the one-minute spots are 
$25 for one day, $50 for two days, 
$67.50 for three days, $90 for four 
days, $112.50°for five days, $120 for 
six days, and $140 for seven days. 
Rates for 100-word plugs are $20, 
$40, $54, $72, $90, $96 and $112 for 
the corresponding number of days. 





programs that surround or compete tion. is Hank Greenberg, Detroit out- | in time to handle the Saturday night 
with the agency's Edgeworth To-| gelq star now in the army, and Wal-| (31) show. 


bacco spot announcements but also | te; Lemmon. owner of WRUL. short- | Gordon Graham, director of 





Minneapolis, Jan. 27. 
Widow of one-time Congressman 
D. W. Johnson has filed suit in dis- 
trict court against the estate of the 


late J. P. Devaney, former state su- 
preme court chief justice and prin- 
cipal owner of radio station WLOL, 
local Mutual outlet, for $28,000 pay- 


iy + an 7. + ot = . — | 4 
: the announcement periods that have! wave station in Boston. 


‘Maudie’s Diary,’ headquarters at the | 
William Morris office 


























i become available on the stations Dave Levy directs the program. 

: carrying the Edgeworth blurbs. The | . — 

i reps’ reaction to the W&L letter | 

i] seeking this info was that if they ? 

complied with the request they é S e Si 
would have to extend the same serv- 9 


; ice to every agency and that if such 
Hi} 4 were to happen they would have to 
At expand their clerical forces tenfold. 
ae Accompanying W&L’s letter was a 


Prof. Goodwin Watson, 











program preceding, (3) the program | 
following and (4) competitive pro- 
gtams on other major stations. The 
other form, which is described by 
the agency as allowing for a con-j|versity faculty member, remains in 
tinuous check on availabilities as} pis job as one of the head men of 
they open up ‘for the purpose of (a)|the foreign program monitoring 


issue, Congress will decide whether 
1 
; 

it increasing purchases and (b) seek- Campaign has been on to 
Ws 


Prof. Goodwin Watson, ordained 


| service. 
ing to improve the 
used for showing the 
able. 


spots avail-| beliefs and sympathy for un-Ameri- 
}can causes. 

| Though Chairman James 
|stoutly defended Watson, who is 
|head ‘of .the propaganda analysis 


W. F. JOHNS OF WTCN unit, the House Appropriations Com- 
T0 CHI AND NEW JOB mittee recommended and the lower 
chamber of Congress agreed to for- 


ibid use of any FCC funds to pay 
| Watson’s $5,600-a-year salary. The 
Jan. 27 2 Oe Rr iene oot > 
val. Sf. rider was approved without any de- 
William F. Johns, general manager | bate aside from a sharp attack on 
of the St. Paul Pioneer Press and| the FCC expert by Rep. Richard B. 
Dispatch and president of radio sta-| Wigglesworth of Massachusetts. 
tion WTCN, goes to Chicago April | 
1 as head of the Ridder-Johns, Inc., | House before Watson’s friends might 
advertising agency April 1. 
Enlargement of the Ridder-Johns’ | focal point of a wrangle before the 
organization is under way. 





L. Fly 





Minneapolis, 





Fired Upon In Congress 


a batch of two different forms that | 

i the reps were asked to fill in. One 

it form provides for (1) the time of the | in Py 
' Edgeworth spot’s broadcast, (2) the | Washington, Jan. 27. 


Because the FCC has avoided the | sion 
|sively about going to bat for 


j}minister and former Columbia Uni- | 


time,’ is to be!oust him beeause of asserted radical | 


More or less slipped through the! 
|organize, the provision will be the | 


'Senate Appropriations Committee, it | 


A Radil 


Defended by Fly, Again, 
| 








Though the Commis- 
(23) argued inconclu- 
the | 
program analyst, protests probably | 
will be made by Chairman Fly and | 
possibly other regulators in their in- 
| dividual capacities, and Watson un- 
|doubtedly will try to induce the 
Senators to knock out the clause. In 
event the prohibition is dropped, 
there will be a tug of war between 
the two legislative bodies. 

Fight against Watson was launched 
last October by Chairman Martin 
Dies of the House Un-Americanism 
Investigating Committee. 


is expected. 
Friday 


about employment of a man who had 
been hooked up with certain con- 
troversial ‘liberal’ movements and 
supposedly a member of ‘Commun- 
ist front’ organizations, the 
hunter sounded off publicly. He en- 
j listed one of his fellow-probers, Joe 
Starnes, Alabama Democrat, who is 
}on the Appropriations Subcommit- 
tee having jurisdiction over FCC af- 


fairs. 


red- 


Secret Hearings 





= 








After re- | 
monstrating with Fly—to no avail— | 


ment for services rendered. The ac- 


. . 
KYW-Union Still Apart 
Paine tion is based on a claim Johnson had 


Philadelphia, Jan. 27. a contract with Devaney to act as 
Negotiations between KYW, NBC-| the latter’s agent and personal repre- 


ae : sentative in  obtainin a federa 

Red outlet, and the Musicians Union , & ’ l 

: broadcasting license for WLOL, 

for a new contract have apparently} which Devaney organized and estab. 
struck an End of a two 


lished. 
weeks’ period is Thursday For his work, it’s alleged, Johnson 
(29). Old contract expired Jan. 15,| WS to have had 350 shares of capital 
Although metther the union set stock in the station, or the equiva- 
lent, $25,000 in cash, and that he re- 
the outlet would divulge what the 
difficulty was, it’s believed KYW is 


ceived neither. 
A FCC license was issued to the 
seeking to get rid of its present swing 
studio band and swap it for a group 


station June 14, 1940, after Johnson 
is alleged to have spent $3,500 of his 
which will lean more toward the 
classical stuff. 


own money in necessary expenses 
KYW’s plan is to keep Clarence 


incidental to obtaining the permit. 
It’s claimed that only $500 of this 
Fuhrman, present studio band lead- 
er, as the director of the new aggre- 


money was repaid to Johnson. Re- 
payment of the $3.000 expense money 
gation. But the union is standing| balance and $25,000 fee is sought. 
its ground in an effort to save the “s 
jobs of the swing tooters. 


Meanwhile the union signed a new 
pact with WCAU, calling for a $5-a- 


im”nasse. 


‘grace’ 


Texas Golden Gloves 








week increase for each man in the pan 

studio band, plus a small allowance San Antonio, Jan. 27 
|for live music at WCAU’s F-M sta- Station KABC will broadcast the 
tion, W69PH. Negotiations are still| local Golden Gloves tournament to 


under way at WFIL. be held here starting Jan. 27 through 
- 29. Station will air a_ half-hour 
San Francisco—Verne Harvey, for- | broadcast each night on Tuesday and 
| merly of KGDM, Stockton, and Wil-} Wednesday and will air from 9:30 
!lard J. Starkey, late of KVEC, San | p.m. to the close of the final fight. 
Louis Obispo, new engineers on the Broadcasts will be handled by Bill 
| KYA staff. Michaels and Tommy Reynolds. 


| — 


| 




















































Using ammunition obtained by the | 
. . . . | 
| Un-Americanized Investigating Com- 


| mittee sleuths. Starnes attacked 
Fly during recent secret hearings | 
on the Commisison’s money requests | 
for the next fiscal year. Fly later 


| was tagged Watson’s ‘accessory’ by 
Charles A. Plumley; a Vermont Re- 
publican, who said Fly and Watson 
‘could easily be at the head of the 
most insidious, dangerous fifth col- 
umn in this country.’ 

Evidence presented by Starnes 
‘leaves absolutely no doubt that Dr. 
Watson. is totally unfitted for the 
position in question,’ Wiggleworth 
charged. He said the propaganda 
analysis has ‘lack of sympathy with 
the American way of life’ and is a 
believer in ‘totalitarian principles.’ 
During the inquisition, however, 
Fly repeatedly denied the groups 
Watson is supposed to have played 
with are disloyal or subversive, al- 
though quite often he said he did 
not know of any past affiliation Wat- 
son may have had with several sus- 
pected outfits. At one point the 
Chairman caused some members to 
regard him suspiciously, acknowl- 
edging he sympathized with the 
Spanish Loyalists and indicated gen- 
eral friendship for some of the ale 
legedly-radical groups under dis- 
cussion, } 
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COLORADO SPRINGS 


CBS NETWORK 
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PUBLISHING COMPANY 


THE Katz AGENcy, INc., NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVE 
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meet ; ; 
Payroll Traffic 





New York City. — Edward F.|week took job as industrial expert 
Friendly and Fred Stengel have /in radio research department of OPM 
joined the sales staff of WBYN, | 


Brooklyn. Friendly was formerly 
with the Atlantic City Press-Union, 
while Stengel was salesman _ at 
WBAB, Atlantic Ctiy, and KVOA, 
Tucson, Ariz. 

Allan Wray, formerly with 
WNYC, New York; WLW, Cincin- 
nati, and NBC, Chicago, has joined 
the announcing staff of WT7INY, 
FM outlet of WOR, New York. 





Sioux City. — Maxine Cooper, 
formerly with the Son De Regger 


Des 
Moines, has joined KSCJ continuity 
department. 





Akron, ©0.—Carl Kent,  sports- 
caster and generai utility man at 
WAKR, named executive assistant to 
president Bernard Berk. Stanley 
Peyton has left announcing staff. 





Salt Lake City.—Gene Pack, tech- 
nical supervisor for KSL, has been 
named traffic manager. 

Craig Rogers, traffic manager for 
KDYL, leaves to join the U. S. 
Naval Reserves. Also, Alan Gun- 
derson, assistant chief engineer for 
KDYL, into Naval Reserve. 





San Jose—Don frederick, recently 
with KFOX, Long Beach, is a new 
KQW voice. 





Troy, N. Y.—Roy Fuller, formerly 
of WKNY, Kingston, has joined the 
engineering staff of WTRY, Troy, 
ah £ 

Augusta, Ga.—Mrs. Frederick B. 
Thompson, former NBC staffer head- 
quartered in New York, has joined 
WGAC as promotion manager, Re- 
signed to come to Augusta with her 
husband, army lieutenant, assigned 
here. 





Asheville, N. C.—Jack Dobbs, for- 
merly with YAPO, Chattanooga, 
Tenn., has joined WWNC announc- 
ing staff, 





Pittsburgh — Alex Mester, of 
WKPA in New Kensington, Pa., has 
joined engineering staff of station 
WCAE here. He succeeds Gifford 
Bixbee, into army. 





Minneapolis—KSTD photographer, 
Matthew Nickelson, and Richard 
Hance, son of the KSTP vice-presi- 
dent and assistant general manager, 
have joined marines, 





New York City.—Peter Ambro has 
joined the news editing staff of 
WNEW, New York. 

San Antonio. — Elizabeth 
added at KABC. 


Palms 


Boston—Evelyn Tolin, secretary in 
WEEI publicity office for past five 
years, has been upped to assistant 
to publicity head Walter Murphy. 
Carol Savage joins staff in Miss 
Tolin’s former spot. 





Buffalo—Announcer Jack Guinan, 
who left this week for the Army, is 
succeeded at WGR-WKBW by Mar- 
tin Tobin, from KOA, Denver. 

WBNY has new spieler in Jack 
Ogilvie, from WMBO, Auburn, N. Y. 

Lillian Goss, pianist and assistant 
program director, severed connec- 
tion with WBEN after 11 years. 

Worcester, — William H. Brennan, 
for the past four years on announc- 
ing staff of WORC, has succeeded 
Del Camp at WTAG. Camp last 








in Washington, 





Regina, Sask.—Reg Sutton added 
speiling staff of CKCK replacing 
George Davies who has joined the 





air force. Harry Cook doing night 


news broadcasts. | 





Seattle—Bill Ward, continuity and 
transcription librarian at KOL, is 
leaving Feb. Ist to try his luck in 
California. Bill Gunning fills the 





job. 

Louisville-—New production man- 
ager at WGRC-New Albany-Louis- 
ville is George Losey. Comes to the 
local station from WLS, Chicago, and 
was formerly manager of KHMO, 
Hannibal, Mo. 





Montreal.—Phil Lauzon, producer 
at CKAC has reported for active 
service and is currently being 
groomed for his lieutenancy at 
Brockville training camp. Lauzon 
has been handling Varieties Metro- 
politains, Veillees de Samedi Soir 
(Saturday Night Parties), and His- 
toires d’Amour (Love Stories) for 
CKAC. 





Jamestown, N. Y.—WJTN is losing 
William Eckman, salesman, on the 
next draft call here. He will be re- 
placed by William Franklin of Syra- 
cuse, formerly with WOLF there. 

Marshall Shantz, former WJTN an- 
nouncer, will be graduated from El- 
lington Field, Texas, next month and 
be inducted into the Air Corps. 

John Lewis, ex-staffer, is 
WACO, Baltimore. 


with 





52,000 PRIZE 
SCRIPT 


Prize of $2,000 for a radio script, 








ORE COMPANY 


DR. CHRISTIANS: 





| believed to be the first time such an 
faward has been offered, will 


e 
| given by the Chesebrough Co. anal 
the McCann-Erickson agency for the | 
best ‘Dr. Christian’ script to be sub- 
mitted between Feb, 1 and May l. 
Contest is open to anyone and any 
usable scripts or script ideas entered 
may be purchased at the prevailing 
rate for the program. 

Winning script will be selected by 
a committee of judges chosen from 
the theatrical, film and radio fields. 
Group will .be named in the next 
couple of weeks. Prize contest will | 
not affect the various authors who | 
already contribute scripts for the| 
‘Dr. Christian’ series, though they | 
are eligible as entrants. Among the 
regular writers on the show are Ruth 
| Adams 








Knight, M. M. Musselman, 
Joe Bates Smith and Jack Hasty. | 
| ‘Dr. Christian’ airs at 8:30-8:55 p.m. 
(11:30 repeat), Wednesdays on CBS. | 


Pearl Beer Blurbs Cut 


| 
on | 





San Antonio, Jan. 27. 

San Antonio Brewing Co. (Pearl 
Beer) has 12 discs containing 28 one- | 
minute announcements for placement | 
lon various 
| state. Transcriptions were 
|Tommy Reynolds and Ted Eckman 
| of station KABC on the station’s own 
| transcription equipment. 
Account is handled 
| Pitluk agency 





stations throughout the 


made by 


through thé 




























HAIL COLUMBIA | 


CENTRAL OHIC'S ONLY 
CBS CUTLET. 


ASK ANY BLAIR MAN 
oR uS ff 








| munications Commission for 


STATIONS PREJUDICE AGAINST ASCAP 





Troy Bank’s Quiz 


Troy, N. Y., Jan. 27. 

Manufacturers National Bank to- 
night begins sponsorship over WTRY 
of ‘Headline Champions.’ It’s an 
hour quiz based on newspaper and 
news magazine stories. First show | 
had teams from the Junior League | 
and the Business. and Professional | 
Women’s Club competing. Prizes of | 
$25 in defense stamps are split. 

Bob Lewis and Cecil Walker pop | 
the questions, and Nick Carter han- | 
dles the announcing. 














| 
| 
| 


A FIRST TIME 
SPONSOR 


Salt Lake City, Jan. 27. 

A ‘first’ for Salt Lake radio is the 
KDYL signing of Eastern Iron & 
Metal Co. for sponsorship of a radio 
series. This marks the debut of Salt 
Lake’s ore interests on the airwaves. 
Since mining is almost half of the 
State’s business, it’s an important 
event hereabouts. 

Series will be entirely  institu- 
tional, with the object to promote 
sale of Defense Bonds and Stamps. 
Commercial plugs will be confined to | 
simple naming of sponsor, with ap- | 
peal for bond purchases. 

‘All Out for Victory’ will use 





| department. 





interviews with selectees plus Ed/j 
Stoker’s orchestra, and will be staged | 
before audience at Ft. Douglas re-| 
ception centre. John Woolf will pro- | 
duce and Emerson Smith, program | 
director for KDYL, will emcee. 
Weekly award of $25 Defense | 
Bond goes to person writing best 
letter telling why all Americans | 
should buy such bonds. 
| 


JOSTATIONS — 
IN KSTP WEB 





Minneapolis, Jan. 27. | 
ee } 

Two more stations have joined the 
NBC's northwest network. They’re | 


WMFG, Hibbing, and WHLB, Vir- 
ginia, Minn. KSTP feeds the net- 


work now totaling 10 stations. 


Outlets served are in Wisconsin 
and North Dakota in addition to 
Minnesota. 


KWAL, Wallace, Idaho | 
Makes It 196 on MBS 


Station KWAL, Wallace, Idaho, | 
has joined Mutual via affiliation with | 
the Don Lee network. Outlet is 
owned by the Silver Broadcasting 
Co. and operates on 1450 kc. and 250 
watts. 

Brings the total number of Mutual 
affiliates to 196 

e e 
Eisele Files for Ft. Worth 

Fort Worth, Jan. 27 

J. A. Eisele, who has just filed an 
application with the Federal Com- 
permis- 
sion to construct and operate a radio 


i station here, proposes to operate on 


1,400 kilocycles, unlimited time and 


'power of 250 watts. 


Eisele is the father-in-law cf Tel 
Casper, announcer on the staff of 
WBAP and KGKO. 


Cline Aide to Wall 


Indianapolis, Jan. 27. 
William R. Cline, formerly sales 
manager of WLS, Chicago, has been 





| named assistant to H. G. Wall, gen- 


eral manager of WIBC here. 
Cline was with WLS, Chicago, for 
10 years. 





Ralph Hardy, KSL, Salt Lake City, 
salesman, is defense co-ordinator fo 


duration. 


CALLED DETRIMENTAL TO SPOT BUSINESS 


foe Series Now Includes ASCAP But Station 


Attitude Creates Worry and Added Work—The 


Barbasol Account Also Involved 


agency will, 


The 
starting 


Erwin-Wasey 
this 
ASCAP music in its two transcribed 
Carnation series. 


stations involved 

to obtain ASCAP 
censes has caused much worry and 
added work for the agency's radio 
While the agency has 
yet to solve completely the copy- 
right clearance entailed in the Car- 
nation discs, it is preparing to adopt 
a similar policy of ASCAP music for 
its Barbasol account. In the case 


Monday (2), include 


Failure of some 


in the campaign 


; $ion 


commercial li- | 


of Barbaso] it is first circularizing the | 


stations with a questionnaire in- 
quiring which have ASCAP licenses 
and just what performing uses the 
licenses cover. 
The Carnation 


spot business is 


programs. One, which features Ar- 
thur Godfrey, is cut by NBC's 


Recording Division, while the other, 


also a 15-minute musical show, is 
produced at the studios of Asso- 
ciated Music Publishers, Inc. After 


the agency had informed the stations 
on either list that the programs were 
going ASCAP music as of Feb. 2 
it found that three of the outlets 
did not hold ASCAP licenses and had 


no intention of applying for them. | 
that the 


These stations suggested 


around for competitive stations to 
take the series the AMP offered to 
take on the assignment of clearing 
at the source. NBC's recording divi- 
agreed to do the same thing 
but with limitations. 


Other agencies with transcribed 


musical programs are faced with 
the same clearance problem. The 


radio head of one of these agencies 
last week expressed himself as 
puzzled by the attitude of some sta- 
tions on the ASCAP licensing situa- 
tion. These stations, he said, ougnt 
to realize that they are hamstringing 
spot advertisers by insisting that the 
latter limit themselves to  non- 
ASCAP music while the networks 


| have available to them the wide and 


| extensive 


| well as the cther copyright groups. 
split between two different sets of | sedate 


agency clear the performing rights | 


at the source and deduct the ASCAP 
per program fee (8%) from their 
time billings. 
Four A’s Caution 
Erwin-Wasey refused to get mixed 
up in such an arrangement, since the 
American Association of Advertising 


ing executives for some time, 


Agencies has cautioned its members | 


against assuming any obligations 
for clearances on performing rights. 


As the agency was about to look 


repertoire of ASCAP as 
The spot advertiser, he pointed out, 
was in the position of competing for 
audiences with the networks, and it 
was to be regretted that the bitter- 
ender stations were not only mak- 
ing the job difficult for the agencies 
but were discouraging the agencies 
from recommending 15-minute pro- 
grams. Perhaps, he addéd, these 
stations would prefer to have their 
spot business confined to announce- 
ments. 





Lever Admen Upped 


M. J. Roche and Henry M. Stevens, 
who have been Lever Bros. advertis- 
have 
been formally given the title of ase 
sistant advertising manager. 

Stevens will continue to direct the 
Swan Soap campaign, while Roche 
goes on handling problems of adver- 
tising management. 























Columbia’s Young 


HELD 


ROXY, New York 
3RD WEEK 


VARIETY Said: 


Bob Hannon has established 
himself in radio via the Frank 
Fay program, as its featured 
tenor, and now the tall, good 
looking, personable warbler has 


extended his ingratiating song- 


it’s radio, vaudeville 


to click in one of 


fields. 


any 


Hannon’s Irish tenor is plenty 
sturdy for the ballads to which 
he leans, and with his neat phiz 
and easy deportment in front of 
the mike, whether its lilting a} 


tune or just emceeing, he has} 
what it takes, particularly for 
the femmes. Naka. | 





BOB HANNON 


Man With a Song 


lemsee in *4dition to his singing 
stering to the rostrum. Whether | turn. 
or cafes,| with plenty of solid melody and 
Hannon has enough on the ball) conservative arrangements — no 
thom frilly 
| need it. 
| medley of 


OVER 


FRANK FAY'S 


TUMS PROGRAM 
NBC 


BILLBOARD Said: 


Bob Hannon, warbler on 
Turn’s air show featuring Frank 
Fay follows Lewis and Van to 


He’s a good straight tenor 


stuff because he dees not 
Sang Rose O'Day, a4 
standards, White 
Cliffs of Dover, and encored 
with an Irish tune, Excellent. 


Decca Records 





Personal Management 
PAUL KAPP 





Booking 
MCA ARTISTS, LTD. 
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*‘ABIE’S IRISH ROSE’ 

With Betty Winkler, Sydney “mith, 
Walter Kinella, Alan Reed, Jo- 
seph Boland, Carl Eastman, Ann 
Thomas, Bill Adams, Menasha 
Skulnick, Anna Appel, Fred Sul- 
livan, Howard Petrie, Joe Stopak 
orch 

Serial 

30 Mins. 

PROCTER & GAMBLE 

Saturday, 8 p.m. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 

(Kastor) 

Radio, the habitual borrower, has 
finally gotten around to borrowing 
the long-run, top-gross, low-cost, all- 
time wonder farce of the Broadway, 
Chicago, Erie, Union City and inter- 
mediate points stage. In its original 
form ‘Abie’ wasn’t a play, it was 
an industry. It was the grandpappy 
of the daytime serial, the arch-type 
of family quarrel-happy ending boy 
meets girl. ‘Abie’ was the distilla- 
tion of all the jokes beginning, ‘It 
seems that Mike met Ike one day, 
and Irish wit and Jewish senti- 
ment, the tug of racial ties, the 
comic consequences of racial inter- 
mingling in the land of immigrants 
were all implicit in the yarn Anne 





Nichols contrived and from which | 


she made a fortune. 
Now comes ‘Abie’ to radio, a be- 


lated discovery, but as ‘natural’ to | 


the medium as the familiar over- 
tones, the familiar characters, the 
familiar situation and the pervading 
scent of full-grown maize. ‘Abie 
arrives, perhaps not without signifi- 
eance historically, at a time when 
the nation has swung to the unre- 
served conviction that the Nazis are 
wrong on all counts. Here is the 
first post-declaration serial openly 
based on racial and religious toler- 
ance. ‘Abie,’ by its very title, by 
every movement, line, gag, empha- 
sis hurls a message of good-natured 
tolerance of other groups. ‘Abie’ 
never was, and still isn’t, subtle. 
Neither are the pro-German anti- 
Semites who have recently been so 
well represented on radio programs 
dealing with ‘politics.’ : 

This first broadcast Saturday night 
(24) was more or less a re-statement 
in radio dialog of Act I of the play. 
It set the stage. It prepared the 
situation of the old Jewish papa 
with a yen for grandchildren, strict- 
ly kosher in both lines of descent. 
There would be little difficulty even 
to the listeners unacquainted with 
the plot in advance to make a cor- 
rect guess that the heir of Solomon 
is a streamlined, second generation, 
American capable of the horror of 
falling in love with a girl not of his 
own faith. 

And so there it is. Brought into 
the radio studios. Maybe touched 
up here and there for the require- 
ments of a later day and a newer 
medium. But remarkably like itself, 
a re-discovery in the radio manner. 
More stage gags were in the original 
but radio has the original music 
background of Tom Bennett. 

The parts are almost as set in 
their broad terms as Gilbert and 
Sullivan. The trick is to keep it 
simple (clean it is, guaranteed) and 
to keep it moving (not too fast, be- 
cause radio devotees of honest senti- 
ment don’t enjoy being galloped) 
so that ‘Abie’ can be radio. 

Although the first installment was 
not without flaws production-wise, it 
got off at an easy jog under the 
pacing of Axel Gruenberg. Anne 
Nichols, who founded the ‘Abie’ in- 
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| JOSEPHINE TUMINIA 

With Alfredo Antonini, Alois Hav- 
rila, WOR Orchestra 

Music, Songs 

30 Mins. 

CONTI OLIVE OIL 

Saturday, 8 p.m. 

WOR-Mutual, New York. 


(Bermingham, Castleman & Pearce) 


This should be a fairly successful 
series of programs, for it contains 
just the right ingredients of classic 
and semi-classic songs to please both 
kinds of listeners. Program features 
Josephine Tuminia, 25 year old Cali- 
fornia coloratura of the Met. Singer 
was in exceptionally good voice on 
the opening program, opening with a 
| medley of waltzes by Johann Strauss 
sung in Italian. The lilting waltz 
melodies, coupléd with the liquid 
flow of Italian, plus a superb voice 
raises wonder why Strauss is not 
more often sung in that language. 

Miss Tuminia is a sound musician, 
and her accuracy to absolute pitch is 
almost uncanny. The uppermost 
notes were brilliant and the clear- 
cut staccati work of the highest pos- 
sible nature. ‘Intermezzo,’ the next 
song sung, is not in Miss Tuminia’s 
range, and although well sung and 
phrased, is hardly the type of song 
| associated with such a voice. 
| Victor Herbert melodies concluded 
| the show, and gave her a chance to 
| show off more in florid passages 
| where she excels. Program would 
| probably be better off if an operatic 
‘selection were used weekly. 

The orchestra under Antonini 
played well, and the announcements 
of Alois Havrilla were short and to 
the point. It was an excellent start 
first show and bodes well for the 
future Eddy. 








‘SERENADE FROM BUFFALO’ 

With Elvira, Roger Coleman, David 
Cheskin orchestra 

30 Mins.—Local 

Sustaining 

Saturdays, 1 p.m. 

WKBW-CBS, Buffalo 


Dave Cheskin, violin-playing lead- 
er, has welded together house band 
long on strings and muted effects and 
short on heavy brass usually found 
in such outfits. Result is a pleasing 
tonal group that gets its effects from 
choir-like strings and staccato trum- 
pets, yet gaining a desired full- 
bodied effect, using a Hammond or- 
gan as one of its fillers. Outfit sounds 
well-suited to radio, which usually 
utilizes a band styled along dance- 
hall lines. 

Session caught (24) found Ches- 
kinites picking spirited job on clas- 
sic ‘Temptation’ for opener, moving 
along with rhythmic ‘Kerry Dance,’ 
a bouncy version of ‘Evening Star’ 
and winding up with ‘Honey Dear.’ 
Dragged a little in ‘I Don’t Want to 
Walk Without You.’ Tossed in also, 
on CBS show, ‘T’'ll Find My Way,’ 
which is themer of sister-station 
WGR’s daily soap-opera of the same 
tag to Mutual. 

Vocals by Elvira (Ruppel) were 
capably polished off, principally 
“Make Love to Me.” Roger Coleman 
showed a mature, mike-wise tenor 
in ‘Magic of Magnolias’ and ‘I Got It 
Bad.’ Band’s arrangements were 
natty, reflecting a bit of effort to 
bring out special effects. Betz. 


SOUTHERN RIVERS 
With Evelyn Pittman Choir 
25 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Friday, 12:05 midnight 
WEAF-NBC, New York 

Another in'NBC’s lineup of studio- 
produced shows in the late-evening 
hours, ‘Southern Rivers’ is a pala- 
table musical series originating at 
WKY, Oklahoma City. Evelyn Pitt- 
man’s choir sings spirituals and folk 
ballads somewhat unevenly, with 
Scott Bishop’s continuity giving the 
stanza the form of a journey by river 
through the south. 

It’s unpretentious but agreeable. 

Hobe. 





Roy Wooten, program manager for 
WREC, underwent a minor operation 
in Methodist hospital, Memphis, 
Thursday (22). 

















Follow-Up Comment 











Owen J. Roberts’ clear, concise re- 
port on conditions at Pearl Harbor 








which made the Japanese surprise 
attack possible was badly mangled in 
the Fulton Lewis, Jr. commentary 
over WOR-Mutual Saturday (24) 9- 
9:15 p.m. With gratuitous preambles 
such as ‘Once more a direct quota- 
tion,’ ‘In the first place’ and ‘Then it 
goes on to say’ combined with much 
jong - winded phraseology which 
threw no additional light on the sub- 
ject, Lewis succeeded admirably in 
rendering a remarkably lucid report 
confusing. In sharp contrast was the 
N. Y. Times straight news radio re- 
port over WMCA at 9 p.m. which in 
two or three minutes came through 
with a brief, exact and easily under- 
standable summary of Justice Rob- 
erts’ findings. 


Col. Robert McCormick, Chicago 
Tribune publisher, speaking over 
Mutual Saturday night gave a few 
strong reasons why the Irish should 
turn their bases over to the Allied 
nations. McCormick added that Irish 
neutrality is a sham, preserved as a 
German advantage. 

WGN Symphony Orchestra and 
chorus, plus vocalists Thomas L. 
Thomas and Marian L. Claire, came 
through with a nice. production of 
Sigmund Romberg’s ‘New Moon.’ 
Thomas was in exceptional voice 
in the male lead. 





Upton Close, NBC Far Eastern 
commentator, over WEAF 1-1:15 p.m. 
Sunday (25) delivered a sympathetic 
analysis of the Japanese-American 
situation on the Pacific Coast—per- 
haps too sympathetic. He said the 
majority of the Japs in California 
were loyal to the United States, an- 
gered by the treacherous attack on 
Pearl Harbor, and embarrassed by 
the position in which they were 
placed as enemies of the American 
people whom they have long regard- 
ed as friends. Close thought that 
restrictions against Japs in the U. S. 
should be modified to an extent 
where at least the truck gardening 
trade, necessary in supplying Ameri- 
can convoys, could be maintained. 





‘Musical Steelmakers,’ the Wheel- 
ing (W. Va.) Steel program with tal- 
ent recruited from company em- 
ployee ranks, was a pleasant inter- 
lude Sunday (25) on WJZ-NBC Blue 
5:30-6 p.m. It was characterized 
chiefly by excellent choice of mu- 
sical numbers, nifty orchestrations 
for the smooth company band, and 
a couple of okay femme vocalists 
whose names were not very clearly 
mentioned by an otherwise adequate 
aon with an intriguing Scotch 

urr. 





‘Duffy’s Tavern’ donated the last 
few minutes of its show Thursday 
night (22) on CBS to the infantile 
paralysis campaign. Whereupon the 
‘March of Dimes’ committee pro- 
ceeded to offer a practical demon- 
stration of how not to use radio. To 
fill the spot, a Dr. John Landon 
struggled to tell between nervous 
throat-clearings what the ‘March of 
Dimes’ is for. It was appalling. An- 
nouncer John Reed King’s brief clos- 
ing appeai for contributions helped, 
but couldn’t save it. 





WFBR, Baltimore, is now feeding 
to the Mutual network a half-hour 
titled “Music Styled For You, In- 
cludes George Van Doren’s orches- 
tra, Elwood Garry, baritone, and 
Henrietta Keams, soprano (recent 
program) was well planned, thor- 
oughly rehearsed, smoothly pre- 
sented. It spoke well of WFBR pro- 
duction staff. Orchestra, apparently 
not a big one, capably played stand- 
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ard music, symphonic arrangements. 
and popular stuff like ‘Deep Purple’ 
and ‘I Found You in the Rain’ (an- 
nounced as based on a Chopin con- 
certo. Pianist had some innings, as 
did violinists. Garry sang robustly 
and tunefully. He and Miss Kearn. 
a rather rangy soprano, joined to 
offer Ollie Speaks’ ‘Morning.’ Later 


she sang alone. Came _ through 
nicely. 





Arch Oboler presented over NBC 
on Saturday night (24) on behalf of 
the Infantile Paralysis campaign a 
program which was chiefly memor- 
able because Greta Garbo was not 
on it. She was supposed to be. NBC 
had it from Oboler who now says he 
had it from ‘the Committee’ that she 
would be and if she had been the 
program would have been a little 
different. What was heard was a 
hodge-podge, again suggesting that 
Oboler is enamored hopelessly with 
stream-of-consciousness on the one 
hand and awkwardly incapable of 
handling humor on the other. -It was 
especially ineffectual when he at- 
tempted to burlesque ‘corn’ because, 
dearie, it wasn’t burlesque. 





Emma Otero, soprano, ran from 





coloratura to contralto on her Sun- 
day (25) broadcast on NBC with an 





‘YOUR CHANCE TODAY’ 
With Keith Rollins 

15 Mins. 

Professional Schools 
Tues.-Fri., 10:15 p. m, 
WOV, New York 


The urge for self-improvement {fs 
the hook on which this series pro- 
duced by Huber Hoge & Sons is 
hung. Idea is to give listeners prac- 
tical, factual information about job 
openings and the salary and ad- 
vancement prospects involved. Se- 
ries is sponsored by various profes- 
sional and vocational schools, and 
the commercial plugs are virtually 
constant through each stanza. 

Keith Rollins does the spieling 
about employment chances, with a 
guest interviewee on each program. 
On the Friday (16) edition, the guest 
was a femme dietician, who dis- 
cussed that field of work. Program 
was admirably factual and infor- 
mative and, of course, based on a 
potent listener pull—the chance for 
increased earning and general self- 
betterment. However, the writing 
and spieling were rather mane. 

obe. 





es, 














War-Crazy Clock 


Continued from page 25 








(c) possibly create a special early 
morning advertising rate. 

High powered stations in some 
cases overlap time zones, in both 
directions, east and west. That 
creates other headaches for manage- 
ment and advertisers alike. 





Buffalo’s War Workers 
Buffalo, Jan. 27. 

With airplane, steel and other de- 
fense plants in Buffalo area work- 
ing a 24-hour day and many allow- 
ing employees to bring in portable 
radios during all-night shifts, WGR 
has put itself on ‘round-the-clock’ 
operation, filling its hours from 2 to 
6 a.m. with disc show. Ralph Snyder 
runs it. 

WKBW, also run by _ Buffalo 
Broadcasting Corp., will go on all- 
night schedule soon. 





KNX’s After-Midnite Sched 
Hollywood, Jan. 27. 

Acting on the assumption that 
more than 300,000 aircraft and other 
defense workers on the swing shift 
in this area do their playing and 
amusement seeking after the mid- 
night break and sleep through the 
day, KNX officials set out to do 
something about it. That 300,000 
had advertising possibilities, the 
sales bosses surmised, so a schedule 
of entertainment from 1 to 5 a.m. 
was set up, comprising largely day- 
time repeats via discs with a few 
studio-made shows tossed in. Sta- 
tion has been off the air for that 
stanza and now operates on a 24- 
hour schedule. Commercial rates 
have been made available to agen- 
cies but so far no deals. 

Four-hour program is made up 
largely of musical shows either heard 
during the day or blocked out from 
the east due to preempted Coast 
time. To gauge listener appeal for 
agency presentation, Diana Gale, 
singer, has been given a regular spot 
as the ‘swing shift sweetheart.’ The 
incoming mail for requests, etc., is 
expected to create a demand for the 
time and prove to advertisers that 
the KNX slant on the living habits 
of the potential 360,000 is not far off 
the beam. 





Lee Grant Joins WBYN 
As Musical Director 


Lee Grant, formerly with WMCA, 
New York, for 10 years, became 
house bandleader this week at 
WBYN, New York. 

He batons a six-man crew. 





orchestra under H. Leopold Spitalny. 
The South American singer exhibited 
voice and artistry seldom heard from 
even the top notch singers of the day. 
Started inconspicuously with ‘Amor’ 
which was followed by ‘The Shad- 
ows of the Past’ a Russian folk song, 
sung in that language with all the 
plaintive emotion required and with 
excellent diction. This was fol- 
lowed by an aria from ‘Der Fleder- 
maus,’ with briiliant runs and caden- 
zas and impeccable accuracy as to 
pitch. Two Spanish songs concluded 
the program, marked by brilliant 
top tones. 





Mellett Assures 


Continued from page 5——__! 


the military branches. Prospect ot 
extension of this type of Picture. 
making to include the war industries 
is contemplated, although Freeman 
had nothing to say on this phase, 
Choice of Material Optiona} 


As for feature films for the Na- 
tion’s theatre screens, the decisions 
of choice of story material, back. 
grounds and dramatic approach are 
strictly up to the men who operate 
the studios, Freeman said. War is 
like the rain, falling on everyone, 
and the presentation of any phase 
of it, whether militaristic, social of 
political, is left exclusively to the 
normal production processes, 


In its broader aspects, the film in. 
dustry probably will attain a pri. 
ority classification as an essential 
non-military operation. In his let. 
ter outlining duties to be performed 
by Mellett, President Roosevelt 
stressed the importance of the mo. 
tion picture theatre as a builder and 
sustainer of public morale. Such 
classification, however, as explained 
by Freeman, does not place the in. 
dustry in any position to claim spe- 
cial preferment for any materials 
used in production, distribution or 
exhibition. Armaments come first, 
Surplus material will be allocated, 
Picture business will get its break 
along with other non-military enter- 
prises. 


From his general survey of the 
situation, Freeman declared there is 
urgent need in every division of the 
business for the utmost conservation 
of every material resource. What is 
in prospect in public attendance of 
theatres under the drastic restric- 
tions already slapped against the 
automobile industry is a matter of 
sheer conjecture at this time. Un- 
questionably, he says, the American 
way of life is in for some fancy 
readjustments in coming months. 


It was his conviction that the gen- 
eral quality of entertainment in fea- 
tures of the present season from all 
studios has increased substantially, 
To this he attributed a number of 
reasons, chief of which is the realiza- 
tion of producers, writers and di- 
rectors that their product must be 
tradeshown, under terms of the U. S, 
Consent Decree, before sales to ex- 
hibitors are negotiated. Although 
distribution costs have _ increased, 
perhaps as much as $5,000,000 under 
the present sales methods, improved 
product and substantial public box- 
office appreciation have more than 
recouped the sales cost. 


Freeman to Coast 

Following less than a week of 
huddles at the Paramount home of- 
fice and one day in Washington on 
general industry matters relating to 
the war situation, Y. Frank Free- 
man flew to the Coast Sunday morn- 
ing (25) and reportedly will be back 
in Washington sometime this week. 

As head of the producers associa- 
tion on the Coast, he is representing 
the studios in industry cooperation 
and with respect to priorities and 
other problems caused by war. 
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Wartime Engineering Theme of Meet 
At Ohio State University Feb. 23 











Because of the new importance of 
radio engineering, as such, due to 
wartime conditions and because the 
proadcasting industry through its 
trade association is actively encour- 
aging the opening of technician 
training centers the pending fifth 
annual broadcast engineering con- 
ference at Ohio State University is 
attracting special attention. It will 
be held Feb. 23-27 at Columbus un- 
der the supervision of the Depart- 
ment of Electrical Engineering at 
the University. W. I. Everitt is di- 
rector. 

Talks and panel discussions have 
been organized to include, among 
others: t : 

A panel on wartime station opera- 
tion under Lynne C. Smeby, will 
consider pricrities and procurement; 
fire fighting and property protection; 
telephone lines, battery operated 
equipment for emergency use; radio 
broadcast silencing systems; tempo- 
rary and auxiliary antennas, and 
emergency equipment, Members of 
the panel will be Frank Cowna, of 
A. T. & T.; J. D'Agostino, and Ray- 
mond F. Guy, of NBC; R. V. How- 
ard, of KSFO, San Francisco; Wil- 
liam Lodge, of CBS, and Andrew D. 
Ring, ex-FCC. Most of these men 
are already on committees of the 
Defense Communications Board. 

Due in Columbus, also, is Gerald 
Gross, Assistant Chief Engineer of 
the FCC, recently back from Eng- 
land. 


MORE OFFICERS 
SET FOR SIGNAL 
CORPS 


Signal Corps of the War Depart- 
ment has been granted authority to 
increase immediately the number of 
commissioned radio trainees from 
500 to 1,000 and to commission new 
officers as quickly as possible. Offi- 
cers of the division are now on the 
road interviewing applicants. 

Requirement is a college degree 
in electrical engineering or elec- 
tronic physics or its equivalent in 
practical experience with special 
training along communications lines. 
Age limit is 30 years and applicants 
must be unmarried and physically 
qualified. 











Bill Stern’s Sports M.C. 


Hartford, Jan. 27. 
NBC’s sports commentator Bill 
Stern is emseeing the annual Con- 
necticut Outdoor Life & Sports- 
men’s Show at the Connecticut Car 
Barn kere this week. Show ends on 
Saturday (31). 


[Court Rules FCC May 
Question Public Interest 
Status of Press Outlet 


Washington, Jan. 27. 

Although a ban on newspaper 
ownership of radio facilities would 
violate the Constitution, the Federal 
Communications Commission has the 
power to force publishers to offer 
evidence bearing on the question 
whether the public interest is 
served by allowing them to operate 
transmitters, the District of Colum- 
bia Court of Appeals held Monday 
(26). 


On the heels of the Commission’s 
refusal to suspend the rambling in- 
quiry started last summer, the in- 
termediate tribunal upheld the va- 
lidity of the challenged subpoena 
served on James G. Stahlman, for- 
mer president of the American 
Newspaper Publishers’ Association 
and chief owner of the Nashville 
Banner, requiring him to take the 
witness stand. Stahlman refused to 
testify, arguing the proceeding was 
an abuse of FCC power, and was 
held in contempt by Federal District 
Judge James Morris last fall. 

Chief Justice Groner and Associ- 
ate Justice Fred M. Vinson side- 
stepped the issue of whether the 
inquiry is a lawful proceeding to 
decide what legislation should be 
recommended to Congress as a 
means of further promoting the ob- 
ject of the 1934 Communications 
Law. Though the FCC attorneys ar- 
gued the probe is justified by pro- 
visions of the law directing it to 
report on desirable amendments to 
the basic statute, the judges ob- 
served the notice of issues for the 
rambling hearings did not mention 
this duty. The order scheduling the 
investigation is not ‘responsive’ to 
that feature of the Act, the decision 
said. 








SALESMEN RETIRE 


Two Decline Revision of Relation- 
ship to WIP, Philadeiphia 








Philadelphia, Jan. 27. 

Two WIP salesmen handed in their 
resignations last Friday (23) in what 
the salesmen described was an at- 
tempt by the station to chop their 
commissions. There was no com- 
ment from Benedict Gimbel, Jr., WIP 
prexy. 

Salesmen who quit were Billy 
Banks, with WIP for more than ten 


years, and Leonard Bunkin. Only 
salesman to remain. is Charles 
Kaplan. 


The salesmen declared they were 
asked to sign a paper which would 
give the station the right to take 
away any account which it deemed 
wasn’t being ‘serviced’ properly. 








Priorities Pinch Set Manufacturers 





Anticipations Now Run To Serious Curtailment of 
Radio Receivers for General Public 


Washington, Jan. 27. 

War requirements last week 
brought drastic curtailment of radio 
and phonograph production, despite 
Prior predictions and assurances 
Civilian set manufacturing would 
continue on a nearly normal basis. 
Stringent order, slashing the output 
and foreshadowing eventual cessa- 
tion of production for the general 
Population, went into effect Satur- 
day (24), providing a quota for the 
next 90 days but leaving the more 
> gee future plans wholly in the 

The order, which should save 750 
tons of copper and 100 of aluminum, 
Specifies that Class A manufacturers 
(whose sales for first nine months 
of 1941 hit $1,000,000) can turn out 
55% of one-third the number of ma- 
chines made in the same period 1941. 
€ smaller makers had a quota of 
65% of one-third last year’s vol- 
ume, 

Smaller sets also will be a result 
of the requirements. War Produc- 
tion Board said the quota also will 
apply to tube sockets, a move de- 
signed to cut tube consumption. 


Operations for the Army and 


Navy, other democracies, police de- 
partments and similar public agen- 


fits will not be affected. 

The W.P.B. said the big companies 
soon can expect to be devoting all 
their capacity to military production 
and hinted the little fellows will be 
permitted to keep working on sets 
for general sale until they have been 
fitted into the war program. Total 
output in the next three months will 
be approximately 6,000,000 sets, as 
the first nine months of 1941 the 
industry was booming along at ‘an 
unusually high level.’ 

The regulators, noting the subject 
has been thoroughly studied from 
the angle of radio’s part in the gen- 
eral war effort, estimated there are 
60,000,000 receivers in 87% of the 
nation’s homes and the operations, 
together with stocks now on hand, 
will meet all replacement needs. 





Carl H. Kitts is leaving WGR- 
WKBW, Buffalo, sales staff to enter 
Princeton Theological Seminary to 
study for the ministry. Formerly 
promotion editor for Scripps-How- 
| ard papers. 





Bach Not Enemy 





Hollywood, Jan. 27. 

Answering critics of his musi- 
cal program, “The Classic Hour,’ 
over KECA for including a Bach 
cantata, Jose Rodriguez, station’s 
music commentator, defended the 
playing of the German compos- 
er’s music by saying ‘music is a 
universal language untouched by 
sordid considerations, and we are 
not at war with Bach or any of 
his contemporaries.’ 

Henry Mayers, agency head, 
had Rodriguez’s remarks re- 
printed in a booklet, which has 
been given wide distribution. 


WLWS SPECIAL 
FOR-HIRE SALES 
BRAINS 


Cincinnati, Jan. 27. 

WLW has transferred Lou E. Sar- 
gent from its eastern sales staff to 
the home office to head a new sell- 
ing service which was started last 
week by Robert E. Dunville, general 
sales manager of Crosley’s broad- 
cast. division. The new service, 
Specialty Sales, Inc., will offer a 
trained sales force to drug and gro- 
cery manufacturers for supplement- 
ing the latter’s regular sales organ- 
ization or as a_ short-term sales 
group for an intensive campaign. 

For the time being Specialty Sales 
will confine itself to Greater Cincin- 
nati’s trading area. Eventually it 
will operate in all 10 WLW’s mer- 
chandising areas. A separate divi- 
sion to handle rural accounts, such 
as feed and farm implements, will 
be set up later. 


Texas Meeting 
Of Newsmen 
In Stations 


Austin, Texas, Jan. 27. 

A state-wide conference of station 
news editors and program directors 
was called by Ken McClure of Fort 
Worth, N.A.B. liason director for the 
13th (Texas) District of the National 
Association of Broadcasters, and held 
Sunday (25) in the Senate Chambers 
at the State Capitol here. Group 
was addressed by local officials as 
well as representatives of the Army 
and Navy. 

Among those on agenda were Gov- 
ernor Coke Stevenson; Lt.-Col. Roy- 
den Williams and Lt. Phil North of 
Fort Sam Houston, Texas, Public Re- 
lations Office; Capt. W. P. Nuckols, 
head of the Gulf Coast Air Corps 
Public Relations Office; Col. C. W. 
De Ware of the Third Army Staff, 
and Lt. Terrell Krum of the Eighth 
Naval District. 


'WOV Revises Stock Set-Up 


Albany, Jan. 27. 
Greater New York Broadcasting 























cies, and miscellaneous Federal out- | 


Corp., which owns and operates 
| WOV, N. Y., has reduced its capital 
|stock from 18,500 shares to 10,000 


ishares. Instead of 8,500 shares at 


}no par value, all shares now will 
have no par value. 
The papers on the change were 


filed with the secretary of state. 


By the Blue Pacific 


Blue Network’s Pacific hookup 
has sold three evening half-hours 
(7:30-8 PST) to the Langendorff 
Bakeries. 

Another sale on the same link is 
two quarter-hours a week of the 
Breakfast Club to Acme Paint. 











Phillips Pet. Continues 


Minneapolis, Jan. 27. 

Phillips Petroleum has signed for 
fourth successive year of sponsor- 
ship on KSTP’s nightly news show, 
‘Tomorrow’s Headlines Tonight.’ 

Brooks Henderson handling gen- 
'eral news and Halsey Hall of the 
|} Star Journal staff the sports. 





$100 par value and 10,000 common at | 








Former FCC Employes Now Collecting 
Counsel Fees From Broadcasters 


Listed for Record by J. L. Fly 





= 


L. Bishop, KMED, Medford 
Heads Oregon Radio Men; 
Set Up Training Schoc| 


Portland, Ore., Jan. 27. 

Lee Bishop, of KMED, Medford, 
was re-elected president of the Ore- 
gon State Broadcasters’ Assn. at its 
meeting here. Other officers chosen 
were Frank Loggan, of KBND, Bend, 
secretary-treasurer; Arden X. Pang- 
born, of KGW-KEX, Portland, vice- 
president, and Frank Hill, KORE, 
Eugene, and Hank  Swartwood, 
KOIN-KALE, Portland, directors. 

Speakers included Palmer Hoyt, 
publisher of “The Oregonian’; Ken- 
neth G. Clark, of the FCC; A. L. Al- 
bert, Oregon State College professor 
of engineering, and Capt. Robinson, 
of the U. S. Army 2d Interceptor 
Command. 

It was announced that Gov. 
Charles A. Sprague had appointed 
Dean R. H. Dearborn, of Oregon 
State College, to train radio tech- 
nicians for the army and navy. First 
school will be set up in Portland 
soon, with Harold Singleton, chief 
engineer of KGW-KEX, as _in- 
structor. 








Saratoga Meet Again 
Has Leighton & Nelson 


Schenectady, N. Y., Jan. 27. 

Leighton & Nelson has been ap- 
pointed for the sixth consecutive 
year to handle the advertising and 
merchandising for the five-week 
meeting of the Saratoga Racing As- 
sociation at Saratoga Springs. The 
budget for radio was increased dur- 
ing the past several years. That ear- 
marked for newspapers also was 
upped. 

The 1942 meeting, for which elab- 
orate plans are being made, is ex- 
pected to get under way the latter 
part of July. 





Milton Samuel’s Stunts 


San Francisco, Jan. 27. 

Sperry Flour’s ‘Dr. Kate’ serial 
will celebrate its fourth birthday on 
KPO by an exchange of greetings 
with Wessen Oil’s ‘Hawthorne House,’ 
the oldest dramatic show piped from 
San Francisco. ‘Dr. Kate’s’ anni- 
versary falls on Feb. 28. 

As Milt Samuel, KPO-PGO press 
manager, has it set, first the ‘Mother 
Sherwood’ character (Pearl King 
Tanner) of ‘Hawthorne’ will visit the 
‘Dr. Kate’ show, then the 


return the call, and finally the casts | 


of the two programs will meet for a 
special quiz program. 


latter’s | 
lead player (Cornelia Burdick) will | 


Washington, Jan. 27. 

An even two-dozen former mem- 
bers or employees of the FCC have 
represented applicants in proceed- 
ings before the regulatory body, the 
House Appropriations Cormittee re- 
vealed last week. In response to 
questions designed to bring out in- 
formation about wire-pulling, Chair- 
man James L. Fly supplied the law- 
makers with a list showing the in- 
dividuals who have gone to work as 
attorneys and engineers for the in- 
dustry and practiced before their 
former associates. 

The list was headed by the late 
Commissioner Thad H. Brown, who 
died several months ago, and in- 
cluded also Commissioner Eugene O, 
Sykes. The barristers included Mel- 
vin H. Dalberg, former examiner; 
Paul D. P. Spearman and William J. 
Dempsey, former general counsel; 
Ben S. Fisher, Frank U. Fletcher, 
Andrew G. Haley, Walter Johnson, 
James A. Kennedy, William C. Kop- 
lowitz, Robert E. May, Richard C. 
O’Hare, W. Theodore Pierson, 
George B. Porter, Frank Roberson, 
and Carl A. Wheat, formerly hold- 
ing various legal posts; and Ralph 
L. Clark, George C. Davis, Marvin V. 
Kiebert, and Andrew D. Ring, all of 
whom had served in the engineer- 
ing department. 

Other gravy train riders include 
Joseph V. Keller, formerly secre- 
tary to ex-Commissioner Brown; 
Verne Young, once minute clerk; and 
Corin R. Lockwood, another former 
Commissioner’s aide. 


CENSORSHIP IS 
A PROGRAM 
CHANGER’ 


Boston, Jan. 27. 

Contestants on WBZ’s ‘Keep 
Guessing’ show must produce proof 
of citizenship before being allowed 
t compete. Acceptable proof cone 
sists of birth certificate, naturaliza- 
tion papers, certificate of baptism, 
passport, school records or military 
discharge papers. 

Because of some government regu- 
lations, WHDH has moved its ‘Depot 
Dialogs’ from South Station, train 
terminal, to the Soldiers’ and Sail- 











| ors’ Club, and henceforth only uni- 
|formed men will win the contest 
money. 


Jerry O’Leary’s ‘Lobby Quiz’ from 
Hotel Touraine, also on WHDH, has 
| shifted its site to the studio in the 
| hotel. 


| 





More Hints of Fly’s Slant on Bz 


His Testimony Before House Committee Is Studied 


—Woodrum Scores 


Washington, Jan. 27. 
Continuing doubt about the wisdom 


of considering the degree of com- 
petition in licensing new radio sta- 
tions was voiced by FCC Chairman 


James L. Fly during his grilling by 
the House Appropriations Commit- 
tee recently. Transcript published 


last week disclosed the head regu- 
lator feels existing stations are not 
entitled to protection against in- 
vading rivals unless there is a posi- 
tive showing the volume and quality 
of service already bei:.g rendered 
will suffer. ‘ 

Remarking that the flood of ap- 
plications for new plants continues 
despite congestion in the broadcast 
band, Fly stuck to the all-out- 
competition theory espoused by the 
New Deal element, even in the face 
of indications members of Congress 
disagree with him about how far to 
go in bringing about rivalry. 

The head regulator denied there 
have been significant policy changes 


| or deviations from established prin- 
ciples, but remarked ‘on the whole, | 


I think the commission has recog- 


‘Grocery Store’ Point 


nized that it cannot very well regu- 
late the competition in the broadcast 
field.’ Latter observation caused 
considerable industry head-scratch- 


| ing in view of the determined moves 
of Fly and the other majority mem- 
bers to head in that direction by im- 
posing the anti-monopoly regula- 
tions. He interpreted the Communi- 
cations Act as requiring that broad- 
casting be ‘wholly competitive.’ 


When Fly suggested established 
enterprises are not entitled auto- 
matically to protection against rivals, 
Rep. Clifton A. Woodrum of Vir- 
ginia, the appropriations group 
chairman, demurred. He said it is 
| ampossible to com,are broadcasting 
| Stations with grocery stores, because 
| ‘the Government certainly is inter- 
ested in seeing to it that there is 
good service.’ Wildcat stations should 
| not be encouraged simply to provide 
| competition, he remonstrated, but 
Fly merely acknowledged this 
question ‘is deserving of some con- 
| Sideration’ and said the regulators 
| ‘conceivably may take cognizance’ of 
the effect of added competition on 
| going concerns. 
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N. Y. Concert Reviews 








JOSE ITURBI 
Pianist 
Town Hall, N. Y., Jan. 21, 1942 


Jose Iturbi remains the mechanical 
For sheer ex- } 
pertness, pianistic precision and gen- | 
erally excellent playing, the Spanish 


tinkler of the ivories 


change of color causes the voice to | 


| thin out. This no doubt will be cor- 
|rected quickly. 





The N. Y. Daily Critics Said 
Times—'Soprano of poised talent. 
Voice of wide range. Uncommon 


virtuoso remains among the great! perception and command of different 


pianists—if not the greatest—of the 
therein 


present day. And perhaps 
lies Iturbi’s lone defect. 

Iie’s too. mechanical. 
is just too perfect. 
manship. 


Everything 
Without show- | 
Without the selling pawer 


styles and epochs. She has the voice 
and intelligence to go places. 


| NEMENOFF 
| Duo-pianists 


that projects itself across the stage | mown Hall, N. Y¥., Jan. 23, 1942 


to an audience that wants to applaud | 


2xce once of | - ° ical ‘ . 
excellenc aud | Nemenoff, duo-pianists, remain close 


sheer 
They want to appl 


for more than 
his technique. 


for the warmth that he cov!’—but 


doesn’t—give them in his p! 
Naka. 
The N. Y. Daily Critics Said 
Times—An evening of almost 
super-smooth piano playing.’ 
Herald Tribune — ‘Such thorough 


revelation of detail is seldom 
achieved.’ | 
World-Telegram — ‘Nobody ever 


played better.’ 

Sun—‘Playing was infinitely dex- 
trous...but there was little that bit 
deeply or asserted a lasting domina- 
tion over the listener.’ 


YEHUDI MENUHIN 
Violinist 
Carnegie Hall, N. Y., Jan. 26, 1942 
Playing before a capacity audi- 
ence, Yehudi Menuhin exhibited 
tenal brilliance and scintillating in- 
terpretation amazing even for him. 
In topnotch form all the way, the 
technical difficulties were a breeze 
and he had an emotional warmth 
that suffused the audience. 


The only unfavorable criticism 
might concern the program itself, 


for the Sonata in G Major of Lekeu 
and the sonata of Hindemith are not 
the types to build much _ interest, 
even in the hands of a master. The 
Paganini and Brahms that followed 
more than made up for this. 

Adolph Baller at the piano vir- 
tually provided a recital with the 
fire and brilliance of his accompani- 
ments. Eddy. 





The N. Y. Daily Critics Said 
Times— ‘Absorbed and _ devoted 
performer. High purpose of his 
ideals shine through. 
lights and shadows. Warm lyricism.’ 
Herald Tribune—‘Complete tech- 
nical mastery, unerring artistic taste 


and clarity of style...performance | 


was hard to rival.’ 


EFREM ZIMBALIST 

Violinist 

Carnegie Hall, N. Y., Jan. 20, 1941 
The best which can be said for 

Efrem Zimbalist is that the violinist 


has no peer when it comes to 
straightforward, technical handling 
of his instrument. His coloring, 


phrasing and insight are all of the 
highest order. 


manship. Eddy. 





The N. Y. Daily Critics Said 


Herald Tribune — ‘Fine 
work. Of all the fine 


the most pure.’ 
World - Telegram 

fleetness, security of rhythm, 

tone,*warmth, tenderness and fire.’ 
Sun—‘Warm and unruffled 


scaled. 
carefully controlled.’ 


AMPARO NAVARRO 
Pianist 
Town Hall, N. Y., Jan. 20, 1942 


Amparo (Iturbi) Navarro, sister of 
Jose Iturbi may well be an artistic 
Like him, 

flawless 
brilliance, excellent phrasing, a fine 


brother. 
with a 


likeness of her 
she plays cold, 
melodic line and abundant power. 
In short, all the 

first-class pianist—except feeling. 
Eddy 


The N. Y. Daily Critics Said 

Times—. 
even, phrasing careful, sense of style 
and structure, but playing was hard 
and unimaginative. No_ personal 
feeling in anything she did... .’ 

Herald Tribune—. Tasteful 
musicianship. When piano was ap- 
proached in a less Amazonian 
fashion her touch could be quite 
agreeable. She exhibited tonal 
charm.’ 

Post —‘Heaviness of articulation. 
Playing was courtly, neat, felicit- 
ously phrased.’ 


LURA STOVER 
Lyric Soprano 
Town Hall, N. Y., Jan. 26, 1942 
Debut concert of Lura Stover, 
young lyric soprano, was a decided 
success. Singer revealed a full, rich 
powerful voice notable for its fresh- 
ness and quality and with excep- 
tional low tones. As the voice pro- 
resses, Miss Stover should lean 
oward the dramatic. Her interpre- 
tations were all in good style and 
her diction was excellent. Her only 
major fault is some insecurity in 
the. bridge notes of the lower and 
middle registers, where her abrupt 


Ingratiating | 


But he lacks show- | 


technical 
fiddletones, 
Mr. Zimbalist’s is the least strained, 


— ‘Sure-fingered 
good 


tone, 
steady security but, in a way, small 
Performance was poised and | 


requisites of a 


.. Clear tone, treble clefs 


Pierre Lubeshutz and Genia 
‘to the top of their class. Playing be- 
fore a jammed auditorium at Town 
Hall, they ran the gamut from Bach 
and Haydn to modern works, in 
original arrangements, and with bril- 
liant mastery of tonal effects. 
Interpretative abilities of the 
|highest order, shading and perfect 


‘unity are other attributes of the 
artists, who are husband and wife. 
Eddy. 





The N. Y. Daily Critics Said 
Times.—‘Played with accustomed 
perfection of ensemble.’ 
Herald Tribune—'‘Played 
unity with notable and persuasive 
| Spirit and considerable brilliance.’ 








| MINA HAGER 
| Mezzo-Soprano 
| Town Hall, N. Y¥., Jan. 26, 1942 

Mina Hager has not much to offer 
| besides sincerity of purpOse and ex- 
'cellent diction. Her voice is short 
on top and bottom, marred by a bad 


PIERRE LUBESHUTZ and GENIA | vibrato, has a tendency to hoot above 


ian ‘E’ and lacks sufficient body to 
sustain long phrases. Eddy. 





The N.Y. Daily Critics Said 
Times— ‘Artist of intelligence, im- 
agination and conviction...not an 
exceptional voice...wandered from 

true pitch in louder high notes.’ 
Tribune—‘Miss Hager’s work has 
never been remarkable from the 
tonal aspect but her conceptions dis- 
closed unfailing intelligence and sin- 





cerity of purpose.’ 




















they had a valuable property in the 
colored cast Gershwin classic, which 
was called opera when first presented 
by the Guild, but they couldn’t con- 
vince Broadway showmen who were 
asked to buy in on the show. 

So the duo secured finances mostly 

So the duo secured backing mostly 
from persons outside the theatre, 
and backers are now potential, in- 
vestors in future legit productions. 
Among those who turned down the 
‘Porgy’ bid was Lee Shubert, but sev- 
eral other well-knowns also nixed 
the idea. 
| As the original settings at Maple- 
| wood were for stock purposes, union 
;rules prohibited using the scenery 
'for regular presentation. Other set- 
|tings were therefore necessary, but 
the over-all cost was only around 
$15,000, a modest sum for a musical. 
|That outlay was earned back during 
ithe Boston date of three weeks. 
| At the pop scale of $2.75 top, 
\‘Porgy’ can gross $25,000 weekly at 
the big Majestic. As the operating 
|nut is much less than originally, the 





show looks primed to clean up a 
| fortune. 

Popularity of Score 

| The George Gershwin score, 


'whick has steadily grown in popu- 
|larity since the first presentation, is 
|a principal factor in ‘Porgy’s’ audi- 
lence appeal. Alexander Smallens, 
| who. conductéd the orchestra as he 
|did for the original show and also 
| batoned the Gershwin festival at the 
|Lewisohn Stadium last summer, is 
}again in the pit and a potent name 
|for music lovers. 
| While ‘Porgy’ 
|Gershwin’s fame, it also sparked the 
| Tise of Smallens in musical circles. 
|Gershwin and Smallens were inti- 
mates and the composer rated the 
‘conductor the finest 
ever knew. Opening night at the 


Alvin, Gershwin presented the con- | 


ductor with the original score, with 
a note that he planned composing 
more operas and he wanted Smallens 
to be leader for them all. Smallens 
was in the pit at Maplewood, too, 
land for that appearance was paid 
$1,100. 

Cost of the 27-man_ orchestra 
used at the Majestic is around $3,000 
per week, that being nearly as much 
as the player payroll. There were 
|42 men in the pit for the original 


| presentation, one reason why the 
| presentation seven years ago was 
net a financial success. Show then | 


was geared too high, one salary of 
|$750 weekly being paid to Buck and 
| Bubbles. Bubbles was a 

(Sportin’ Life), while Buck played a 
bit. Avon Long, who has the part 
now at a much lower wage, is re- 
| garded as a find, one of those devel- 
|oped at Maplewood. Another costly 
{factor in the original 
| was the fee to Rouben 
as director. He also directed ‘Porgy’ 
jas a Straight play. 

New Royalty Arrangement 

Royalties required when the show 
originated were considerably more 
than payable now. Gershwin’s estate 
gets 6% up to $13,000 gross, and 
74% from that level upward. 
Guild is said to have paid for an 
option seasonally to revive ‘Porgy,’ 
| finally dropping it. Guild only par- 
ticipates now as agent in the collec- 
tion of royalties for the Gershwin 
and DuBose Heyward estates, latter 
having been co-author of the book 
and collaborator with Ira Gershwin 
in writing the lyrics. 

When Wildberg was unable to get 
backing on Broadway he _ went 
downtown and secured $5,000 from 
William K. Jacobs, Jr., and Lew 
White. Mrs. Rose Gershwin, mother 





‘Porgy and Bess’ 


Continued from page 1 











of the composer, invested $3,000, an- 
other son, Arthur, also being inter- 
ested. Those having pieces are said 
to be Jean Dalrymple (‘Porgy’s’ 
press agent), Milton Douglas, Larry 
Gelb, Henry Fogler, Claudia Mor- 
gan, Dorothy Patten and Maurice 
Abravanel. 

‘Porgy and Bess’ was first revived 
on the Coast about two years ago 
and played three weeks. It was also 
presented by the St. Louis municipal 
opera company and in both instances 
most of the original cast was used, 
as is true currently. 

N. Y. Herald Tribune stepped out 
in coverage of the Majestic opening, 


assigning its music critic, Robert 
Lawrence, along with Richard 
Watts, drama reviewer, Latter’s 


notice appeared over that of TFhomp- 
son, who was unqualified in praise 
of ‘Porgy’ and much more enthusi- 
astic over the performance than 
Watts. 

Wildberg might have rung the bell 
earlier this season. He originally 
had the rights to ‘Angel Street’ 
(Golden) and tried it out at Sara- 
toga and other summer spots two 
years ago under the title of ‘Gas- 
light.” He couldn’t sell the idea to 
anybody that the English meller was 
unusual and finally dropped the 
play, which Shepherd Traube picked 
up and came out with a hit. 


~ -- 








added to the late | 


musician he |} 


principal | 


presentation | 
Mamoulian | 


[Review of ‘Porgy and Bess’ ap- 
pears in legit section.] 











Option On Jolson 
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| tour of the Dixie camps commencing 
Jan. 26 in Jacksonville. 


Earl Carroll is here. 
Borde, Phil Tyrrell, agents; Milton 
Ager songwriter; Abner Silver, 


|songsmith, honeymooning here with 
the former Marlene Lavitt of Hick- 
lory, N. C. 

Among honeymooners was Bud 
Getschall of Paramount publicity 
and advertising in N. Y., who’s just 


| returned to N. Y. Also Miami Beach- | 
ing: Dr. Sam Lublin, theatrical den- | 


tist; Dr. Abraham Flexner, former 
head of Rockefeller Institute, and 
Mrs. Anne Crawford Flexner, who 
dramatized ‘Mrs. Wiggs of the Cab- 
bage Patch.’ 

Billy Rose and Eleanor Holm are 
coming down for: month and have 
asked the Ben Bernies to lease them 
a house for Feoruary. 

Ed Sullivan guesting with the 
| Jerry Bradys tHialeah Park). WHN 
| sportscaster Dick Fishell at the Lord 
Tarleton; also Benny Fields 
Blossom Seeley. 


girl show, open at Club Carrousel 
tonight (Tuesday) as forerunner of 
further influx of stronger talent for 
midseason stride now that the 
casinos are probably reopening. 

Art Childers realizes he needs 
comedy punch for his new Royal 
Palm show, as do producer George 
Woods and stager Al White, Jr., and 
so the Ritz Bros. may be imported. 
They wanted Joe E. Lewis, who, 
however, seemingly is set indef at 
the Copacabana, N. Y., for Monte 
Proser. 

Dorothy Dey (Miami Herald) is 
the local femme Winchell and gets 
around like mad. Her chatter stuff 
enjoys No. 1 readership. Jack 
Kofoed and Bob Fredericks are other 
topflight byliners covering the local 
scene. Press attitude on radio cool, 
despite Miami News’ affinity with 
WIOD. So radio columnizing is one 





0’ those things. 


with | 


| 


in, 








Met Opera Reviews 





| The Metropolitan’s first ‘Carmen’ 


of the season Saturday afternoon 
(24) was a disappointment, more be- 
cause of the unrealized inherent pos- 
sibilities than for the failure of the 
performance _ itself. Opera. also 
served as an introduction of Lily 
Djanel, French soprano, to U. S. au- 
diences. 

Singer had a dry, uninteresting 
voice of limited range and was ex- 
ceedingly shrill on top, where some 
forcing was in evidence. Below the 
staff it was full and more secure, but 
still lacked quality. She used it with 
care and knowledge, but her liber- 
ties with the score were numerous. 
An example was taking two top ‘G’s’ 
at the end of each verse of the 
‘Habanera,’ neither of which was 
sufficiently good to justify the at- 
tempt: Singer’s stage deportment, 
possibly patterned after a former Met 
and Hammerstein Carmen, was vul- 
gar in some cases. Her acting was 
good and her lithe body swayed se- 
ductively, but it was unlikely that a 
young soldier with education and 
breeding would fall for the purely 
animal characteristics exhibited by 
the singer. This was a Carmen 
which promised much, but failed to 
deliver at the crucial moment. 

As Escamillo, Leonard Warren, 
with his enormous girth, hardly re- 
sembled a matador. His singing was 
creditable. Charles Kullman strug- 
gled as Don Jose, but his voice lacked 
the resonance necessary for the Met 
and his characterization fell short. 
Norman Cordon was an imposing and 
fine-sounding Zuniga, and Lica Al- 
banese stole the show with a bril- 
liantly sung ‘Je dis que rien.’ 

Sir Thomas Beecham directed the 
orchestra with brilliance and fire. 





Repeat of ‘La Fille du. Regiment’ 
Saturday evening (24) found a fa- 
miliar cast all doing well. Lily Pons’ 
acting and singing were dominant, 
and the ‘Il faut partir’ became more 
than a coloratura vehicle in her 
hands, being a poignant pathetic ex- 
pression of grief, while the conclud- 
ing ‘Marsellaise’ brought down the 
house as usual. Raoul Jobin again 
was a superb lover, acting the coun- 
try bumpkin to perfection and de- 
livering his top tones with fuil- 
throated brilliance. The indefatigable 
Salvatore Baccaloni continued to 
knock ’em in the aisles with his mag- 
nificent portrayal of the gruff ser- 
geant and his singing of the role was 
tops as usual. Frank St. Leger again 
did a fine job in the pit. 





‘Tannhauser,’ repeated by the Met 
Friday (23), again proved Wagner to 
be the strongest wing of the company 
as far as vocalization is concerned. 
Heading the list of principals, the 





| excellently sung. 


veteran Lauritz Melchior, who has 
| been in good voice all season, deliv- 
|} ered another superb characterization 
|in the title role. Dramatically he 
| towered over the others and vocally 
| his huge voice was at its peak. In- 
| terest centered in the first Elisabeth 
|of Astrid Varnay, and the young 
| singer came through sturdily. She is 
|} a natural actress and good looking to 
boot. She found the role less taxing 


Also Al than others and socked the high ‘B’ 


in ‘Dich teure Halle’ neatly. Her de- 
livery of Elisabeth’s Prayer in the 
last act was superbly phrased 
Alexander Kipnis, 
as the King, sang with a rich, sonor- 
ous bass. Kerstin Thorborg handled 
Venus’s music more effectively than 


| heretofore and acted well, but Her- 


| 


| the ‘Bell Song.’ 


| excellent 
and | 


Benny Fields and Al Bernie, with | 


bert Janssen was intermittently good 
and bad in the singing of Wolfram. 
Erich Leinsdorf led a _ full-playing 
orchestra. 





Repeat of ‘Lakme’ at the Metro- 
politan Wednesday (21) saw a new 
Nilikantha in Alexander Kipnis. The 


veteran bass was in excellent voice | 
| and his characterization superb. Lily | 


Pons repeated a familiar ‘Lakme’ 
and, per usual, stopped the show with 
As her lover, Raoul 
Jobin again displayed brilliant high 
notes, a fine figure, good acting and 
French, Wilfred Pelletier 
conducted somewhat lackadaisically. 


‘Aida,’ presented for the _ third 


i time, had almost a complete change 


|of cast. 


Richard Bonelli 
season’s debut as Amonasro and 
dominated the proceedings. The 
baritone was in splendid voice and 
stopped. the show twice with the 
brief aria, ‘Sua Padre,’ and the duet 
‘Ciel Mio Padre’ with Elisabeth Reth- 
berg. His acting was always in 
character. Miss Rethberg appeared 
for the first time in the title role 
and was the most satisfactory Aida 
the season has had vocally and dra- 
matically. Both her arias, ‘Ritorna 
Vincitor’ and ‘O Patria Mia,’ weve 
phrased in impeccable style and 
sumg with the delicious lyric quality 
that is so characteristic of her work. 
Frederick Jagel was not in good 
voice as Rhadames. His acting was 
good and his costumes are magnifi- 
cent. Karin Branzell, stepping into 
the shoes of an ill Bruna Castagna, 
did well though she hit a few flat 
notes in the second act. Lansing 


made his 


Hatfield and Nicholas Moscona were 





satisfactory while Paul Breisach was 


and | 





unsatisfactory as the conductor 


ing tempi at breakneck speed 





‘Das Rheingold,’ first pe 

in the afternoon Wagner Ring ma? 
was given Jan. 22 and was not toes 
well presented. It failed to hold 
much interest. Musically, Erich 
Leinsdorf, the conductor, has in 
proved, but not enough to hold the 
performance together, considering 
the many dead spots in it. The pik 
ing of the men in particular w a 
faulty since Julius Huehn does not 
have the weight of voice or the au- 
thority for Wotan. Neither Rene 
Maison’s singing nor acting, as Loge. 
anything very impressive. Walter 
Olitzki was standout as Alberich and 
then only because of the vocal in- 
adequacies of his associates. Nor- 
man Cordon, Emanuel List, Emery 
Darcey and Karl Laufkoetter were 
passable. Osie Hawkins, making his 
debut, disclosed a serviceable bari- 
tone but faulty acting. Irene Jessner 
Kerstin Thorborg and Karin Bran. 
zell were best among the women, all 
three veterans acting and Singing 
with dignity. 





‘Tosca,’ repeated by the Met Mon. 
day (26), showed a decided improve. 
ment in Grace Moore's interpreta. 
tion of the title role. Soprano was 
in superb voice, reaching top ‘B’s 
and ‘C’s with ease anc tremendous 
resonance. Her acting has im- 
proved, although it still is somewhat 
stiff. Miss Moore indicated by this 
performance that she is without 
equal among the sopranos of the 
company today. Charles Kullman 
sang a creditable Cavardossi, with 
‘E lucevan le stelle’ and ‘O Dolci 
mani’ in the last act his best efforts, 
Alexander Sved was inadequate as 
Scarpia, both vocally and dramatic- 
ally. Ettore Panizza_ performed 
brilliantly from the podium. 





Post—‘Program was _ remarkably 
well sung. Her art is only pleasant, 
rather than distinguished, and her 
singing, while it has style, thought. 
fulness and personality, lacks strong 
character.’ 





$1,000 TO TELL WHY 


WGN Seeks Comments on Marion 
Claire’s Singing 








Chicago, Jan. 27. 

WGN continues to use plenty of 
promotion stuff for the station and 
its latest stunt is a $1,000 prize con- 
test, the coin going to listeners who 
answer this question best: ‘which 
song from which operetta do you 
like best to hear Marion Claire sing?’ 

That’s all there is to the contest, 
with WGN merely asking that a 50- 
word letter accompany to tell rea- 
son for choice. 





Col. Opera in Detroit 


Detroit, Jan. 27. 

With prices scaled from 50c to $2, 
the Columbia Opera Co. has been 
inked into the Wilson theatre here 
for two weeks starting Feb. 22. The 
repertoire will be standard operas, 
with guest artists such as Lanny 
Ross, Lucille Manners and Ethel 
Barrymore Colt. 

Heading the regular company 
under Armand Bagarozy, general di- 
rector, and Emerson Buckley, mu- 
sical director, are Ralph Errolle, At- 
thur Anderson, Josepha Chekova, 
| Virginia Pemberton, Louise Casel- 
otti, Alfredo Chigi, Luisa Coronina, 
| Eleanor Knapp and Frank Richards. 
| Nee og Ee 

The Big Moment 

Baltimore, Jan. 27. 
| After 15 years since its organiza- 
| tion the Baltimore Police Dept. band 
will present its first concert at the 
Lyric here, Feb. 11. Cops have put 
in an occasional appearance in pa- 
rades but debut in the big concert 
hall will be strictly longhair, with 
Elsie Craft, localite, contributing 4 
brace of vocal solos. 

Combo is made up of 35 pieces un- 
der the direction of John C. Bohn. 








SPALDING, HEIFETZ IN CAMPS 

Albert Spalding is set to give tw 
free concerts in Army camps. e 
will appear at Fort Bragg, N. C., 0 
Feb. 10 and at Fort Devens, Mass» 
on Feb. 19. Jascha Heifetz per 
formed at Camp Roberts, Cal., last 
Friday (23) and James Melton at 
Fort Francis E. Warren, Cheyenne, 
Wyo., the previous day. 


Shows, Inc.,-with cooperation of the 
concert talent pool headed by Mrs 
Blanche Witherspoon of the Ameri 
can Guild of Musical Artists. 














Dates have been set by USO-CamP " 
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AD LIB COMI 





Soldier-Critic Demolishes Concert 


Unit That Bores Fort Bragg 








Fort Bragg, N. C., Jan. 27. 

Apparently ‘culture’ and soldier 
camps don’t mix too well. That's 
what USO-Camp Shows, Inc., found 
out last week with the appearance 
here of its concert unit, ‘Music in 
the Air.’ 

Longhair vocal ‘and instrumental 
contingent was sent out by CSI as 
something of an experiment, with 
many execs of Camp Shows frankly 
afraid of it. Their worst fears were 
apparently realized at the reception 
here. Troupe gave six concerts in 
three days, with about 675 boys at- 
tending the first one and less than 75 
the last. Theatres seat 1,050. Weather 
was good. 

Disappointment of the boys at the 
initial day’s show led some official 
of either the camp or the unit to 
scrawl across the green and white 
CSI poster: ‘Classical music—vocal 
and instrumental.’ That was appar- 
ently to warn boys against putting 
their 15c on the line in expectation 
of finding lovely girls, like those on 
the posters, crooning pop tunes into 
the mike. 

[Abe Lastfogel, exec head of Camp 
Shows, said in New York, Monday 
(26), that reception of the concert 
unit by soldiers has been greatly im- 
proved in the past few days by 
changing the advertising to make 


clear the entertainment is only for | 


lovers of serious music. Lastfogel 
also pointed out that Jascha Heifetz, 
doing a solo date for soldiers last 
week, was scheduled for a one-hour 
concert and was forced by repeated 
applause to add a half-hour encore.] 

Camp paper, the Fort Bragg Post, 
had this to say of the concert unit: 

‘The cast of this odd carnival, 
possibly the most ill-advised ever to 
be sent out to tour Army camps, in- 
cluded four singers (two male, two 
female), a lady violinist, a cellist and 
a pianist, who frequently held on to 
each other while performing, as if 
they feared that otherwise they 
might be swept away by the tide of 
disapproval.’ 

{Cast includes Helen Henry, Alice 
Howland, Rolf Gerard, Stephen Ken- 
nedy, Ruth Breton, Sidney Edwards 
and Edward Harris.] 

Continuing, Post critic stated: ‘The 
proceedings began with a spirited 
rendition of ‘Heigh Ho.’ This was 
followed by a duet from the first act 
of ‘La Boheme.’ Then the lady 
violinist, who clearly knew which 
hand was supposed to hold the bow 
and which the fiddle, ripped into 
‘The Bee,’ by Schubert, playing it, 
according to the master of cere- 
monies, just as Jack Benny wished 
he could. She was followed by one 
of the singing quartet, a blonde, who, 
also according to the m.c., was 
beautiful. She sang ‘Why Was I 


Born,’ adding a coy preface to her | 


performance, that 
wondered why. 
not dispute her. 
‘The blonde, like her co-stars, was 
greeted by applause so uniformly 
vociferous as to be almost suspicious. 
She took an encore anyway...At 
the conclusion of this number, she 
made a half-hearted attempt to win 
favor by doing what she evidently 
thought were two bumps 
grind, but it was too late.’ 


Philly Brahms Festival 
To Present 8 Concerts 


she sometimes 
The audience did 


The Philadelphia Brahms Festival | 
will present eight concerts at the| 


Academy of Music, Philadelphia, be- 
tween Feb. 27 and March 7. 

First cencert presents the Phila- 
delphia Orchestra under Eugene Or- 
mandy, with Efrem Zimbalist as 
Soloist; March 1, Civic Symphony Or- 
chestra Karl Zapf, soloist; March 2, 
Budapest String Quartet; March 3, 
Elizabeth Schumann, soprano; March 
4, Alexander Kipnis, bass; March 5, 
The Brahms Festival Chorus with 
60 members of the Philadelphia Or- 
chestra, Rose Bampton and Igor 
Gorin, soloists; March 6, Perole 
String Quartet with Nadaja Reisen- 
berg, pianist, and March 7, Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania Choral Groups 
and the Academy of Vocal Arts. 


_ 


Caruso’s $31,850 


Concert managers point with pride 
today to an outstanding attraction 
grossing from $5,000-$9,000 an almost 
fabulous figure. 

Enrico Caruso in 1918 in Montreal 
drew $31,850 for a single concert, 
an all-time high. 


24 DATES SET 
FOR TOURING 
BOHEME 


Charles L. Wagner has already 
booked his ‘La Boheme’ troupe of 
Metropolitan Opera singers for 24 
dates on a six-week tour starting 
next Oct. 9. The manager can se- 
cure a maximum of 40 engagements 
before the singers are called for re- 
hearsals at the Met. He expects to 
have the tour sold out within a 
month. 











and a} 


Asking price is $2,750 for the com- 
pany, which includes Hilde Burke, 
| Susanne Fisher and Jean Tennyson, 


| sopranos; William Hain, Armand 
Tokatyan and George Rasely, 
tenors; Mack Harrell and Arthur 


| Kent, baritones, and Oscar Natzke, 
| bass. Company will have an orches- 
tra of 30 under Giuseppe Bambos- 
check. ‘Boheme’ will be staged by 
Desire Defrere and given in Eng- 
lish. 

George D’Andria’s ‘La Traviata,’ 
also in English, is being booked 
through Albert Morini. Company’s 
personnel includes Annamary Dick- 
ey, Barbara Thorne and Ethelyne 
Holt, sopranos; Francesco Nava, 
tenor: Jess Walters and Robert Shil- 
| ton, baritones. Opera is being sold 
at $1,500. 


CALUSIO DUE IN N.Y. TO 
HIRE SINGERS FOR B.A. 











Buenos Aires, Jan. 27. 
Ferrucio Calusio, Metropolitan 
Opera conductor last season, has 


been engaged by Floro Ugnarte, gen- 
eral manager of the Colon Opera 
here, to go to the U. S. early next 
month to engage singers for the 
Colon season, which starts in June. 

Silvio Piergili, head of the opera 
in Rio de Janeiro at the Teatro Mu- 
nicipale, will also be in the U. S. 


season is ending. 


' Air-Raid Clause In 


| Milwaukee Contracts 








Milwaukee, Jan. 27. 
artists appearing in the 
|*‘Music Under the Stars’ series of 
eight song and instrumental pro- 
| grams during the summer season at 
| Washington Park will find a new 


Concert 


Milwaukee County Park commission 
on Friday (23) voted to protect it- 
self from possible liability by insert- 
ing a clause permitting cancellation 
because of: 

‘Impending air raids, orders from 
the war department or because of 
any other emergency arising from 
the present conflict.’ 

Music Under the Stars frequently 





MACON QUITS OPERA 
Macon, Ga., Jan. 27. 
Macon won’t sponsor opera this 





bd 


OFFSETS. LOSS 
OF FLAGSTAD 


Salvatore Baccaloni, 300- 
Pounds of Clowning Basso- 
Buffo, May Sing 50 Per- 
formances This Season— 
Popular and Much-Used in 
Second Year With Met 
Although Drawing Power 
Still Hard to Gauge 





A NOVELTY 





As the Metropolitan Opera House, 
New York, passes mid-season, its 
management is seemingly forgetting 
the big boxoffice loss sustained when 
Kirsten Flagstad failed to return to 
America this season from her native 
Norway. Salvatore Baccaloni, 300 
pounds of clowning, ad lib basso- 
buffo, is the answer. 

The different types of roles sung 
by Miss Flagstad and Baccaloni in- 
dicate that boxoffice power has no 
common denominator. The Wag- 
nerian sOprano was a draw because 
of her flair for dramatic parts; Bac- 


the Met, is strictly the clown. 
Flagstad’s 40 Performances 


For years one of the most frequent 








| 





|The 


| 


} 





in February to engage singers for | 
his season, which starts just about | 
the time the five-to-six week Colon | 


| Met roster. 


odd performances with the company 


caloni, only in his second season at} 





| requests, 


C BIG AT MET 





Met Cpera Boxoffice Continues Off; 
Probable $9,000 Loss in 9th Week 





Ev Crosbys in N.Y. 


Everett Crosby and his wife, Flor- 
ence George, the operatic soprano, 
arrived in New York, Saturday (24) 
from the Coast. Since leaving N. Y. 
last spring, Miss George had been 
studying with Amelita Galli-Curci in 
California. 





LECTURE DATES 


INCREASE FOR 
RADIOITES 


Cincinnati, Jan. 27. 

The war is swamping Crosley’s 
artists’ bureau with requests for 
speaking engagements by WLW’s 
newscasters and commentators. The 
mostly from luncheon 





| clubs, business and civic organiza- 


| into several states. 


performers at the Met because of her | 
big draw, Miss Flagstad’s usual 40- | 


will probably be eclipsed this year | 


He has already sung 
about 25 times. With a six-week Met 
tour to follow the present resident 
season, he may reach the 50-per- 
formance mark, which 


by the comic. 


would be} 


more performances by far than any | 


other principal presently on the 
Last year he sang 42 
times out of 120 Met performances in 
a 16-week resident season and on 
tour. 

Since Miss Flagstad’s departure, 
Wagner, while given, has taken a 
backseat to comedy and Baccaloni. 
Metropolitan in the past two 
seasons has revived ‘Don Pasquale,’ 
‘L’Elisir D’Amore’ and ‘Fille du Regi- 
ment’ for him. The first two named 
operas are usually tenor vehicles and 


the last needed Lily Pons to carry it, | 


NELSON EDDY TO OPEN 


none would 
No one 


but without Baccaloni 
have been on the boards, 


else could have played his parts in 


those operas. The basso has been re- 


sponsible for soldout houses in ‘Bar- | 
ber of Seville’ and ‘Don Giovanni’ as 


well. 

Oscar Thompson, music critic of 
the N. Y. Sun, went so far as to say 
that the ‘Barber’ should be renamed 
|‘Dr. Bartolo of Seville’ because of the 


importance Baccaloni gives to the 
Bartolo role. The Met is looking 
around the comedy field for other 
|revivals and so ‘Tsar Sultan’ may be 
on the boards next year. 
Big in Concert, Too 

| In the concert field Baccaloni has 
| been just as good a draw this season 
He sold out with the Minneapolis 
Symphony orchestra, drawing 4,500— 


air raid clause in the contracts they | 
will be asked to sign this year. The | 


| dates. 
| May to make a picture, deal having 
|been closed, but no 


draws audiences of 40,000 to 50,000. | 


400 more than capacity—and also 
sold out at the Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y. 
He is booked by Columbia for 13 
more concerts, starting Feb. 23 in 
New Brunswick, N. J., in a group of 
operatic excerpts. The tour 
ready sold out. 
bia is planning to book him for 50 
He goes to Hollywood in late 


announcement 
of the company has yet been made. 


Baccaloni’s actual drawing power 


lis difficult to gauge. To say how much 


a draw he is against the powers of 


Miss Pons, Ezio Pinza, John Brownlee, | 


Frederick Jagel and Grace Moore, 
etc., is difficult. For instance: he 
was cast in a ‘Boheme’ where his 
|part was insignificent; yet the Met 


lof Macon Grand Opera Assn., has|him in this role there would prob- 
| ably have been $1,000 less in the till.} supplied theatre free. 


announced. 


is al- | 
Next season Colum-|} 


season, R. L. McKenney, president | boxoffice men declared that without | 


tions, extend beyond Greater Cincy 
Full-time sched- 
ules are being filled by Gregor Zie- 
mer, Carroll D. Alcott and Peter 


| Grant. 
Also in demand is Antonio Rojas | 
Cadena | 


Villalba, coordinator of 
Radio Interamericana, which links 
WLWO, Crosley’s short-waver, with 
Latin-American stations. 





Lawrence Won't Sing 
At Met This Season; 


Convalescence Slow 





Marjorie Lawrence, Metropolitan 
Opera soprano, stricken last 
mer with paralysis of both legs, will 
not rejoin the company this year. 
It had been hoped by the Met man- 
agement that the singer would be 
sufficiently recovered to appear in 
the latter half of the season, but 
she still is unable to walk. 

Miss Lawrence is recuperating in 
Miami, and on Christmas Day sang 
in church. Her voice is not im- 
paired but the progress being made 
on her legs is very slow. 





39-DATE TOUR FEB. 3 


Nelson Eddy, biggest concert draw 
in the U. S., opens his annual tour 
of 35 dates in San Diego, Cal., Feb. 
3. He plays 35 cities through the 
middle of April and then takes a 
two-week vacation before reporting 
back to Metro May 1. 


Eddy plays percentage on all his 
lates, whose grosses usually range 
from $4,000 to as high as $11,000 
He draws top money in the concert 
field. His accompanist will be The- 

ore Paxson, his pianist since hi 
newspaper days in Philadelphia 
Among the cities he will visit are 
Chicago, Detroit, Minneapolis, To- 


les 
ledo, Topeka, Atlanta, Philadelphia 
and Pittsburgh. 


Crooks’ Red Cross Benefit 


Stroudsburg, Pa., Jan. 27. 
Richard Crooks’ all-request con- 
cert Friday night (23) at the Sher- 
man theatre netted approximately 
$1,600 for the Red Cross. Take 
might have been greater except for 


fact singer requested $2.20 be tops | 


for tickets. He maintains summer 
home on grounds of nearby Buck 
Hill Falls Inn and asked that mod- 
erate admission charge be made so 
that as many of local friends as pos- 
sible could attend. 

Met Opera tenor donated his serv- 
ices and Manager H. A. Schuerman 


sum- | 


Continuing its plunge last week, 
the Metropolitan Opera Co. took an 
approximate $9,000 loss in its ninth 
session ending Monday (26). Com- 
pany gross is estimated around $84,- 
000 out of a presumed possible ca- 
pacity of $118,500 and has now 
dropped probably $20,000 in two 
weeks. 

Estimates of the Week 

Monday (19), ‘Don Giovanni’ 
grossed $15,000, profit, $3,000; Wed- 
nesday (21), ‘Lakme,’ $10,000, loss, 
$2,000; Thursday afternoon (22), 
‘Rheingold, $5,000, loss, $7,000; 
Thursday evening (22), ‘Aida,’ $10,- 
500, loss, $1,500; Friday (23), “Tann- 
hauser,’ $9,000, loss, $3,000; Satur- 
day afternoon (24), ‘Carmen,’ $14,- 
000, profit, $2,000; Saturday evening 
(24), ‘La Fille du Regiment,’ $10,000, 
profit, $1,000 (benefit); Monday (26), 
‘Tosca,’ $10,500, loss, $1,500. 


BAMPTON SINGS LEAD 
AS CBC OPERA STARTER 


Toronto, Jan. 27. 

Sunday (25) saw start of new 
‘British Ballad Opera’ series which 
goes over the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corp.’s national network under the 
direction of Sir Ernest MacMillan. 
These are tabbed for 9:30 p.m. (EDST) 
for the nine forthcoming Sunday 
evenings, all emanating from CBL, 
| Toronto, Opener was Purcell’s ‘Dido 
and Aeneas,’ with Rose Bampton 
singing the Dido role. 

Featured in subsequent ballad 
operas will be Miss Bampton, John 
Brownlee, Oscar Natzke, Kenneth 
Neate. The conductcrs in rotation 
will be Eugene Goossens, Edwin 











MacArthur, Arthur Benjamin and 
MacMillan. 

‘British Ballad Operas’ include 
‘Acis and Galatea,’ ‘The Beggars’ 


| Opera,’ ‘The Bohemian Girl,’ ‘Mer- 
rie England,’ ‘The Immortal Hour,’ 
‘Hugh the Vrover,’ ‘The Devil Take 
| Her’ and ‘Transit Through Fire.’ All 
| productions will be under the super. 
| vision of Jean Beaudet, Rupert 
| Lucas, W. H. Brodie, John Adaskin. 
Consultants «are Wilfred Pelletier, 
Healey Willan, Campbell McInnes 
and R. S. Lambert. 


| Over Littlefield Dates 


Carmen Amaya and her troupe 
have been set to take over approxi- 
mately 25 dates of the Catherine 
Littlefield Ballet on a tour of the 
| coast. The dancer proceeds to Wash- 
| ington, D. C., following he present 
| N.Y. engagement, then goes to Cali- 
fornia. 

The Littlefield Ballet cancelled its 
tour when 14 of the 16 men in the 
troupe were called for army service. 


Martinelli to Sing In 
‘Ballo’ at Met Feb. 12 


The, kh an will restore 
Ballo in Maschera’ to the repertoire 
Feb. 12, with Giovanni Mo2rtinel 
John ( , Thom: Stella Roman 
and Bruna Cast Opera had 
been dropped fror the company’s 

|plans when Jussi Bjoerling, for 


whom the lead was inten@ed. failed 
to return from his native Sweden. 

Martinelli’s success in ‘Ballo’ in 
| Chicago prompted the management 
| to revive it. has not been 
‘heard in it at the Met for 25 years, 
|}and it will also mark Thomas’ first 
| appearance in ‘Pollo’ in N. Y 


Tenor 


- Find Rare Camnanini Disc 


| <A recording of Italo Campanini 
| (1846-1896), creator of the tenor roles 
lin ‘Aida,’ ‘Faust,’ ‘Carmen’ and ‘Lo- 
| hengrin’ for America, has turned up. 
is the ‘Salve Dimora’ from 
This is the first known rece 
It was 


| Record 
‘Faust.’ 
| ord of the tenor in existence. 


l recorded in 1889. 
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17 Name Bands Okay In Theatres; 
Brown Solid $43,000 In Chicago, 


Chester With Price Stout 456, N.Y. 


Estimates for This Week 

Baltimore—(Hippo- 
drome; 2,240; 17-25-28-39-44-55-66 )). 
Three Stooges, heading supporting 
stage bill, giving plenty of assistance. 


Lou 3reese, 


Whammo $17,000. 

Les Brown, Chicago—(Chicago; 
4,000; 35-55-75). With ‘Belong to Me’ 
(Col). Brown orchestra just finished 
ride on WGN and is solid Chicago 
name currently. Will come through 
with a rousing $43,000. 

Cab Calloway, Pittsburgh—(Stan- 
ley; 3,800; 30-44-60-66). With ‘De- 





Band Bookings 





Harry James, Feb. 9, four days 
Roosevelt hotel, Washington, D. C. 
Ray Kinney, Jan. 29, RKO theatre, 


Boston: Feb. 6, four weeks, New 
Kenmore hotel, Albany. 
Chuck Foster, Feb. 13, _ indef., 


Stevens hotel, Chicago. 
Lou Breese, Jan. 29-30, Poli thea- 


tre. Waterbury, Conn.; Feb. 5-11, 
Flatbush theatre, B’klyn; 13-15, 
Windsor theatre, Bronx; 27, week, 





sign Scandal’ (M-G). This town end! 
house have always been pro-Callo- | 
way and this time, with better screen | 
support than usually given name | 
bands here, fine $22,000 or better is| 
likely. 

Bob Chester, New York—(Strand; 
2,756; 35-55-75-85-99). With Georgie 
Price, other acts on stage, ‘All 
Through the Night’ (WB) on screen. 
Steady draught by stageshow and 
picture means stout $45,000 first 
week, with holdover starting Friday 
(30). 

Jimmy Dorsey, Cleveland—(Pal- 
ace; $3,700; 30-35-42-55-66), with ‘In 
Army Now’ (WB). Tough to follow 
recent appearances here of Cab Cal- 
loway and Glenn Miller, but smash- 
eroo $27,000 just the same. Coin 
largely on band’s b.o. draught. 

Eddy Duchin, Newark—(Adams; 
2,000; 25-35-50-60). With ‘Perfect 
Snob’ (20th). Fine $16,500. 

Duke Ellington, Chicago—(Orien- | 
tal; 3,200; 28-44-55). With ‘Sing Sup- 
per’ (Col). Ellington always has | 
been a name in Chicago, currently | 
snappy $18,000. 

Jan Garber, San Francisco—(Gold- | 
en Gate; 2,850; 44-55-65). Coupled 
with ‘Ball of Fire’ (RKO), now in| 
its fourth week here; first for band. | 
Sock $15,000, considering holdover of 
film for such long stretch. 

Glen Gray, Boston—(RKO-Boston; 
$3,200; 30-40-44-55)—Supported by} 
Connie Boswell on stage and ‘Call| 
Out Marines’ (RKO). Will hit around | 





$20,000; band rating about half of 
credit. | 
Erskine Hawkins, Omaha—(Or- | 


pheum; 3,000; 20-40-30-65). Big sup- | 
port from the Four Inkspots on stage. 
‘Design Scandal’ (M-G) on screen. | 
Stage attractions are accounting for | 
bulk of slick $15,000. 
Harry James, Boston—(Metropol- 
itan; 4,300; 35-55-75). With Pat| 
O’Brien on stage and ‘Sullivan’s 
Travels’ (Par). Heading for terrific 
$37,000, with band rating some credit. 
New York—(Para- 
mount; 3,664; 35-55-85-99). With 
Frances Faye, others, on _ stage; 
‘Louisiana Purchase’ (Par) on screen. | 
Dinah Shore, in person for first three | 
weeks with Krupa and ‘Purchase,’ 
fell out on the final stanza due to| 
laryngitis, with Miss Faye replacing 
for Saturday-Sunday (24-25) only; | 


} 


Gene Krupa, 


Chicago theatre, Chicago; March 18, 
Central theatre, Passaic, N. J. 

Will Osborne, Feb. 5, New Ken- 
more hotel, Albany; 6, La Salle Col- 
lege, Philadelphia; 10-16, Tune-Town 


| B., St. Louis; 20, week, Blue Moon 


Wichita. 
Raymond Scott, Feb. 5, Central 
theatre, Passaic, N. J.; March 17 


Blue Gardens, Armonk, N. Y. 


Woody Herman, Feb. 2, National 
theatre, Richmond, Va.; 3, U. of 
Maryland, College Park, Md.; 5, 
Empire B., Allentown, Pa.; 6-7, U. of 
Virginia, Charlottesville; 8, Keith's 
Roof, Baltimore. 

Charlie Spivak, Feb. 23, Alcazar 
B., Baltimore;. 27, week, Stanley 
theatre, Pittsburgh. 

Claude Thornhill, Feb. 11, Seton 
Hall C., South Orange, N. J.; 13, one- 
night, Plaza hotel,-New York; 14, 
Sunnybrook B., Pottstown, Pa.; 15, 
Aragon B., Cleveland; 16, Nu-Elm 
B., Youngstown, O.; Feb. 24, six 
weeks, Palladium B., H’wood. 

Al Donahue, Feb. 6, U. of Iowa, 
Iowa City; 7, Peony Park, Omaha, 
13, U. of Nebraska, Lincoln; 18, Roxy 
theatre, Peru, Ind.; 19, State theatre, 
Logansport, Ind.; 20, U. of Chicago; 
21, White City Park, Heron, Il. 

Johnny Long, Feb. 6-8, State thea- 


tre, Hartford; 9, Lyric theatre, 
Bridgeport; 13, Maryland Casualty 
C., Baltimore; 14, K. of C. Hall, 


Bayonne, N. J.; Ritz B., Bridgeport, 
Conn.; 16, Ritz B., Pottsville, Pa.; 
20-26, Chicago theatre, Chicago. 

Glenn Miller, Feb. 20, Geo. F. Pa- 
vilion, Johnson City, N. Y.; 21, 
Sports Arena, Rochester; 27, Penn 
State C., State College, Pa.; 28, Sun- 
nybrook B., Pottstown, Pa. 

Dick Rogers, Feb. 6-8, Windsor 
theatre, Bronx; 12-14, Opera House, 
Bayonne, N. J. 

Bill Bardo, Feb. 23—March 8, 
Moonlight Gardens, Saginaw, Mich. 

Bobby Byrne, Feb. 9, Rink B., 
Waukegan, IIl.; 11, Sipe theatre, Ko- 
komo, Ind.; 12, Roxy theatre, Frank- 
fort, Ind.; 13, private party, Detroit; 
14, Castle Farms, Cincinnati; 15, 
Paramount theatre, Hammond, Ind.; 
17-23, Tune-Town B., St. Louis; 26, 


Club Trocadero, Henderson, Ky.; 
27-28, Vanderbilt U., Nashville, 
Tenn. 


Cab Calloway, Feb. 24, Hill City 
Aud., Pittsburgh; 25, Coliseum, 
Cleveland, O.; 27-March 1, Michigan 


concluding (4th) round was $45,000, | theatre, Detroit; March 6, Valley 


immense. This compared with equally 
socko $48,000 the third week with 
Miss Shore. 

Frankie Masters, Brooklyn— 
(Strand; 2,800; 30-40-50-55). 


Enemies’ (Rep). 
four days, best here in some time. 

Clyde McCoy, Minneapolis—(Or- 
pheum; 2,800; 39-44-55). Big $16,000, 
mostly on band’s appeal. ‘Weekend | 
Havana’ (20th) having been out for 
months. 

Louis Prima, Philadelphia—(Earle; 
2,768; 35-46-57-68-75). Plus Eddie 
Bracken on stage, and ‘Cadet Girl’ 
(20th). Getting fairish $17,000 with 
little help from screen fare. 

Orrin Tucker, Providence—(Metro- 
politan; 3,200; 28-39-50). With ‘Mi- 


Dale, Columbus; April 
| Sherman hotel, Chicago. 
| Denny Thomson, Feb. 11, week, 
| Manhattan Beach, New York: Feb. 


8-May 5, 


Aided | 19-April 5, Syracuse hotel, Syracuse 
by Martha Raye on stage and ‘Public | | ties h aadetageoeng 


Strong $13,000 in| 


Bob Strong, Jan. 31, I. M. A. Au- 
uditorium, Flint, Mich.: Feb. 1, Ri- 
lalto theatre, Joliet; 7, Wisconsin 
Club, Milwaukee; 14, Lakeside 
Park, Dayton; 27, Illinois Tech Prom, 
Chicago. 





racle Kid’ (PRC). Socko $9,000 in 
three days, with full credit to Tuck- 
er’s crew. 

Ted Weems, Kansas City—(Tower; 
2,110; 11-30-50). With ‘Perfect Snob’ 
(20th). Snappy $9,500, with all bur- 
den on band. 








} 
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GARY LEE IS LEO STRINI 


Pittsburgh Symph Allows Dance 
Slumming Only with Nom de Jazz 
Pittsburgh, Jan, 27. 
Town's newest dance band maestro 
is Gary Lee, who is a violinist with 
the Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra 
under his right name, Leo Strini. 
Outfit is breaking in at Merry-Go- 
2ound, local nitery, where it opened 
Friday (23), same night that Symph 
was giving its regular weekly con- 
| cert at the Syria Mosque, so for first 
couple of hours Lee outfit was lead- 
| erless since Strini is also continuing 
| with the symph. Understood chang- 
ing of his name was at request of 
Symphony's, business office, which 
said that was the only way he could 
remain. 
| Symph's other weekly concert is 
| played on Sunday afternoon, which 
| won't affect leader at Merry-Go- 
| Round, however. Featured vocalists 
with orch are Jeanne Boaz and Bill 
Shaffer. Lee, or Strini, is the hus- 
| band of Betty Benson, well-known 
nitery dancer. 


On the Upbeat 


Gary Lee orch opened indefinite 
engagement Friday (23) at Merry- 
Go-Round, Pittsburgh, replacing 
Bubbles Becker outfit. 























Brad WHunt’s orch opens week’s 
engagement tonight (28) at Bill 
Green’s, Pittsburgh, following Joey 
Sims, to be followed Feb. 4 by 
Jimmy Gamble, also for week. 





Sandy Graff, ex-Claude Thornhill 
drummer, succeeding Tommy Sist in 
WBEN, Buffalo, house band, 





Jan Wolanek, Buffalo. violinist, 
picked to head newly-formed band 
of 65th Regiment, New York Home 
Guard. 





Tone Carnevale band, current at 
Glen, Williamsville, N. Y., added 
Jack Miller on fiddle. 





Cy LaFrancis, leader of the 104th 
Infantry band at Camp Edwards, 
Mass., has been raised to the rank 
of chief warrant officer. 





Phil Brito leaving Al Donahue 
band to join staff of WLW, Cincin- 
nati. Jerry Summers, new to biz, 
replaces. 

Dick Jurgens band re-signed to 
Okeh label for another year. 








Jay McShan, Kansas City colored 
outfit which recently began record- 
ing for Decca, comes into Savoy 
Ballroom, N. Y., run Feb. 13. 

Dick Wickman, Omaha leader, dis- 
banded his outfit and is now in the 
Army. 








Claude Thornhill band goes to Pal- 
jladium Ballroom, Hollywood, in 
April. 

Denny Thomson’s new full-size 
| band debuts at Manhattan Beach, 
|N. Y., Feb. 11, and goes to Syracuse 
Hotel, Syracuse, N. Y., run opening 
Feb, 19. 








Bob Allen band made first record- 
ing last week, a transcription for 
‘Bundles for Bluejackets’ with Helen 
Jepson and Ireene Wicker. 





Cino and his Gypsy Serenaders 
have returned to the Rip Tavern in 
the Tod hotel, Youngstown, O. 


| 





Max Brown and his Wagonwhee]l 
orchestra replaced Ernie Naples 
band at Trocadero, Youngstown, O. 





Homer §8. Nightingale, manager 
Cocoanut Grove Ballroom, East 
Toledo, O., joined Army Air Corps, 
and left Jan. 26. 

Jack Edwards, known as Jack 
Edmundson when singing with 
Johnny Long Orch, now leads band 


at Providence (R, I.) Narragansett 
hotel, 





Thornhill’s Homecoming 


Hollywood, Jan, 27. 

Gala homecoming is being planned 
by local musickers for Claude 
Thornhill, when he opens a stand at 
the Palladium, Feb. 24. Maestro first 
came to notice 18 months ago at 
nearby Balboa Beach. But he had 
to go east to get into the chips. 

Other band bookings have Henry 
Busse, Duke Ellington and Ella Fitz- 
gerald, in that order, going into the 
Trianon. Bob Crosby soon winds up 
his 16-week stand at the South Gate 
| nitery, 





Bands at Hotel: B.Os 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated covep 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels, 
Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated, Figures after name of hotel give 
room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 
holiday price.) 





° L Covers Total 

Weeks Pa Covers 

Band Hotel Played Week On Date 
Freddy Martin*... Waldorf (400; $1-$1.50)............. 1 1950 3,275 
Benny Goodman*..New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)........ 15 2,000 28,725 
Val Olman*........ Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50)............. 8 450 3,750 
Ray Kinney*...... Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50)........... 40 1475 56,625 
Charlie Spivak... Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1)......... . 1,950 5,025 
Vaughn Monroe*.. Commodore (400; 75c-$1)........+... 16 1,525 21,575 





* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 
major draw. 


Chicago 

Del Courtney (Continental Room; 400; $1.50-$2 min.). In last month, 
Courtney has done exceptionally well here; last week snagged 2,400 pa. 
trons. Chuck Foster replaces. , 

Johnny ‘Scat’ Davis (Blackhawk; 400; $1.25 min.), Davis holding nicely, 
his second week here drew 2,700 customers. 

Xavier Cugat (Empire Room, Palmer House; 600; $3-$3.50 min.). Fin. 
ished second week holding strong pace he started with; wound up with 
4,000 patrons, 

Fats Waller (Downbeat Room, Garrick Stagebar; 200; no min.). Waller 
opened new jive spot and in first five days scored beautifully with 1,500 
customers, 

Boyd Raeburn (Chez Paree; 500; $3-$3.50 min.). Morton Downey and 
Willie Shore on floor show, and again a big week with 4,200 customers, 

Babby Byrne (Panther Room, Hotel Sherman; 700; $2-$2.50 min.). Byrne 
has scored nicely on his first Chicago visit and will leave with fine record; 
got 3,400 patrons last week. 

Art Kassel (Walnut Room, Bismarck Hotel; 300; $1-$2 min.). This room 
continues as the toughest spot in the loop for any real business, but Kassel 
does better than most, and last week brought in 2,000 diners. 





Los Angeles 

Ray Noble (Ambassador; 900; $1-$1.50). Slightly on the upbeat and 
will manage 850 covers on the two nights a week (Fri-Sat). 

Phil Harris (Biltmore; 1,500; minimum $1-$1.50). Catching around 5,000 
payees on the week, which is good biz if you can get it. 

Tommy Dorsey (Palladium; 5,000; 65c-$1). Just under last week but will 
pull up with a substantial 15,000. 

Bob Crosby (Trianon, South Gate; 800; 55c-75c). Biz took a bounce 
again and should level off to around 4,500. Three more weeks to go on his 
16-week stand, with Al Donahue moving in Feb. 18. 

Horace Heidt (Casa Manana, Culver City; 2,500; 55c). 
and solid 6,000 plenty okay. Jack Teagarden due February 3. 

Paul Whiteman (Florentine Gardens; 1,000; $1-$1.25). Topped last 
week’s 7,000 by a couple of hundred and will set a new high for the spot 
when he closes 10-week stand Feb. 10. Ozzie Nelson follows. 


Herman Hits $1,875 in Dayton 1-Niter; 
Masters Delivers In Erie; Duchin So-So 


Picked up again 





(Estimates) atre, Erie, Pa, Jan. 19). Masters 

Dol Brissette (Totem Pole, Auburn- | grossed ‘terrific’ $1,388 at 50c. in this 
dale, Mass., Jan. 21). Brissette, saeat | 1,000 capacity house, then went on to 
fave, drew 1,200 customers at usual| Columbia theatre, Sharon, Pa, (21) 
$1.45 couple for neat $870. to pull $1,492 at same price. 

Eddy Duchin (Ritz B., Bridgeport, Glenn Miller (Arena, London, Ont, 
Conn., Jan, 21), Duchin’s first date|Can., Jan. 24), Miller loosened the 
here in several seasons resulted in| Seams of this spot; he piled up 6,497 
disappointing 1,287 draw at 99c. hoofers at $1.50 advance and $2 at 

Woody Herman (Lakewood’ Park, door. Major pertion was advance. 
Dayton, O., Jan. 24). Herman pulled Jan Savitt (Kieinhans Hall, Buf- 


‘excellent’ $1,875 with about 2,500 at|falo, Jan. 20). Savitt pulled 1,359 
75¢. paid; 606 at $1 advance, 753 at $1.25 
door, highest of recent one-nighters 


Carl Hoff-Dick Rogers (Playmor- 
Raymor B., Boston, Jan. 23-24). Two 
months ago Hoff and Jerry Wald set 
a record here; coupled this time to 
Rogers that mark was broken with 


here. 

Dick Stabile (Brookline C. C. 
Phila., Jan. 24). Stabile did nice job 
here, drawing approximately 1,000 


2,000 Friday, 2,600 Saturday at 65c.- | at $1.10. 
55c. for $2,760. Tommy Tucker (Recreation B., 
Portland, Me., Jan. 17). Tucker's 


Dean Hudson (Totem Pole B., Au- 
burndale, Mass., Jan. 23-24). Hudson 
is fairly established here and pulled 
6,200 two nights for fine $4,495 at 
$1.45 pair. Hudson’s headed for 
Army. 

Al Kavelin (Roseland-State B., 
Boston, Jan, 24). Kavelin played op- 
position spot last week, but did well | 


rep pulled neat 1,300 dancers here at 
88c.; at Opera House, Holyoke, Mass., 
next day (18) band played to over 
3,500 for five shows in 1,000 capacity 
house at 55c. 











this night with 900 at 65c.-35c. for bd 
$540 Dick Kuhn 
Sammy Kaye (Lyric theatre, 


Bridgeport Conn., Jan. 19-21). Kaye’s 
combo hit house high since stage pol- 
icy started few weeks ago—pulled 
$6,200 at 50c. top for 12 shows over 
three days. Single day stand at To- 
tem Pole, Auburndale, Mass, (22) 
pulled solid 3,000 hoofers at $1.45 
pair for $2,175. Going on to State 
theatre, Hartford, Conn., for three 
days (23-25) Kaye set another house 
record with $14,250 with approxi- 
mately 28,500 at 55c. top. 

Frankie Masters (Columbia the- 


and His Orchestra 





The Biggest Little Band 
in Radlo 


4th Year Hotel Astor 


‘Bill Bailey Won’t You 
Please Come Home,’ on 


DECCA RECORDS 


MUTUAL NETWORK 
Dir.: M.C.A, 














— ED 


oe 

















‘Music With the STRONG Appeal’ 


BOB STRONG = His Orchestra 


TREAT TIMB UNCLE WALTER'S DOG HOUSE 
c NBC - RED 


























Management: MCA 
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Wednesday, January 28, 1942 


VARIETY 


ORCHESTRAS 39 





To Request That Musicians Donate 


Instruments to 


——————— + 


Appeal will shortly be made to 
dance orchestras throughout the New 
York area—and possibly throughout 
the country later—to donate to the 
Army old instruments for which they 
no longer have use. Campaign is be- 
ing undertaken by four wealthy New 


Yorkers, assisted by a committee 
from show business. 

Whether or not the Army is sup- 
posed to provide instruments for a 
band at each post is a moot question. 
At any rate, Harvey Schwamm, 
Wallstreeter, discovered that camps 
around New York had no instruments 
and no means of getting instruments 
and set out to do something about it. 


He lined up three of his friends 
and the quartet decided that, with- 
out making any public appeal for 
funds, they personally would see that 
the 18 major posts in the Second 
Corps area (New York, New Jersey 
and Delaware) would have instru- 
ments. They figured on worrying 
about the rest of the country later. 

Whereupon they each chipped in 
and have already provided two can- 
tonments, Pine Camp and Fort Ham- 
ilton, with complete sets of 40 in- 
struments each. They bought some 
new and some used equipment, each 
set running them about $1,200. 
Thirty-four of the instruments given 
each camp comprise a military band, 
while six additional instruments, plus 
some of the other 34, provide an orch 
for dances or shows. 

Hearing of the work of Schwamm’s 
group, William Morris, Jr., Gene 
Buck, prez of ASCAP; Harold Rodner 
of Warner Bros. and a couple of 
other show biz people, volunteered 
to assist. Buck subscribed $1,000 | 
personally and $1,000 for ASCAP to | 
the fund and will assist in getting in 
old instruments. Schwamm group, 
with or without additional monetary 
aid from outside, agrees to recondi- 
tion ali the old instruments turned In, 

Difficulty facing the group is that 
Government priorities keep new in- 
struments from being made. That 
results in the committee not only | 
having trouble buying instruments, 
but in getting bandsmen to give up| 
their spares. With no prospects of 
getting new horns, drums, etc., those 
that have them are anxious to hold | 
them for an emergency. 





JIMMIE McPARTLAND 





| labelled as 


U.S. Army Camps: 





Texas Gingerly Trying Out 
Those Imported Dances 


San Antonio, Jan. 27 


In most parts of the country trends | 


in dance styles follow the will of 
dancers and set the tempo of or- 
chestna styles. Not so in San An- 
tonio, which has recently become a 
name band stop by virtue of the St. 
Anthony hotel and one or two other 
locations. Here the visiting bands 
have forced an unwilling, at first. 
dancitig population to revise its 
stepping styles. 

Few people in this area could 
dance the rhumba, tango, samba, or 
even Viennese waltzes. but of late 
it has been a case of learn ‘em or 
sit ’em out because visiting bands 
play them in spite of icy glares. 


KEN RENICK SUCCEEDS 





Air-Conditioned Lockers 





° 


Milwaukee, Jan. 27. 
Innovation in Radio City, new 
million dollar home of WTMJ 
and W55M now nearing comple- 
tion, is a special room set aside 
solely for the keeping of mu- 





| 
| 
| 


Sicians’ instruments. 

Automatic controls will main- 
tain a constant temperature and 
humidity to prevent the musical 
devices from catching the inani- 
mate equivalent of a cold. 








Glenn Miller Share 


From Mich., Det., 
Date Is $21,693.50 


Glenn Miller took $21,693.50 out of 
the Michigan theatre, Detroit, last 
week as his end of a record-breaking 
$55,887 gross for seven days, there- 
| by setting a new high for money 
taken out of a theatre by a band. 





LATE GENE LEONARD | Tove at frst it looked like Mitter 





Rochester, N. Y., Jan. 27. 
Ken Renick, former sax player and 
singer with Herbie Kay’s orchestra, 
has taken over the late Gene Leon- 
ard’s dance band. Leonard was 


fatally injured in an automobile acci- | Mounts 
dent several weeks ago, leaving his | 
prospective | mount 


orchestra with many 
dates and no leader. 

Renick is directing under his own 
name. 





SHAW, DUCHIN IN 3A 


Status of Bandleaders 


Causes Many Trade Rumors 


Rumors that Artie Shaw 
Duchin and Orrin Tucker are 
for induction into the Army 
denied emphatically 
connected with them. Shaw 
having a 1-A classifica- 
tion, but actually he’s in 3-A and his 
folding his band temporarily for a 
rest is definitely a result of his 
medico’s advice. 
1a New York hospital. 


Eddie 


ripe 


been 


Duchin, the subject of induction 
talk for months, received a 3-A} 
clessification from his draft board | 


only a couple weeks ago. Tucker's 


position is not clear as far as ciassi- 


Induction | 


| 
Was | 





would just miss a new mark, a spurt 
the final two days sent his take ap- 
proximately $800 higher than Kay 
Kyser’s former level of $20,853 
reached in Boston last year. 

By coincidence the film Miller had 
with him at the Michigan, Para- 
‘Sullivan’s Travels,’ is the 





theatre, New York, today 


(Wed.). 





| 
| Detroit F.D.R. Ball 
Detroit, Jan. 27. 
Duke Ellington’s orchestra and 

three stars from ‘Louisiana Purchase’ 
| will cuffo at President’s Birthday 
Ball here Friday. 

Victor Moore, William Gaxton and 
| Irene Bordoni are others. 


George Sapienza combo going into 
Sagamore notel, Rochester, N. Y. 


have 


by those | 


| 


Leader is currently | 


same one he opens with at the Para- | 


WOR, New York, Not Pencilling In 


~ Out-of-Towners For a Fee Anymore 





| ALLERGIC TO SUGAR 





+ 


| Barnet Quickly Forgets His Switch | 
| of town could be assured of a New 


to Strings 





After only a few days of rehears- 
ing his rebuilt band, with strings. 
Charlie Barnet tossed the string sec- 

| tion into the discard last week. A\l- 


| = 
ways a jive band leader, Barnet was 
J 


band to conform with the current 
| trend, but after two days got dis- 


| making an attempt to mold his new | 


| guested. He had two violins, cello 
and viola. 
Accordingly his again rebuilt 


bunch swung back to its old eight 
brass, five sax, four rhythm setup, 
but, it’s explained, the style of the 
band has been toned down consid- 
erably from what it once was and 
will, in essence, present a new 
Barnet. 

Band has been booked for Feb. 3-4 
at Community theatre, Hudson, 
| N. Y.; Feb. 6, week at Royal thea- 


tre, Baltimore, and its opening at 
| Brunswick hotel, Boston, is now 
| down for Feb. 16. 





BOB CROSBY GOES TO 


| 








Dissatisfied with his 
Decca, Bob Crosby has 


COLUMBIA RECORDS 


| arrangement 


WOR, New York, has abolished 
the arrangement whereby a sustain- 


ing dance band originating from out 


York outlet by paying WOR’s artists 
bureau an extra fee. The WOR man- 
agement explained Monday (26) that 


| Such money had been accepted on 


Spots 


several occasions because their in- 
clusion on WOR'’s schedule meant 
the loss of income from local dance 
that desired WOR lines but 
that it was found that this policy 
did not serve the best interests of 
the station. 

Like other Mutual Network mem- 
bers WOR reserves the right to dis- 
pose of its dance band pickup lines 
to any spot that it wishes and also to 
make its own choice of dance band 
relays from the Mutual schedule. 
Since WOR has its own facilities for 


| dance periods to sell, it must limit 


the number of like periods that are 


fed by other members of the net- 
work, The acceptance of money 
from out of town bands for New 


York clearance, the WOR manage- 
ment stated, never became a broad 
practice and it was only done on the 
pleas of the leaders themselves or 


| their booking agents. 


| whereby 
handling at 
made ar-, 


|rangement to shift his band to Co-| 


| lumbia Records. Though a contract 
|hasn’t been signed as yet, Crosby 
has agreed to terms of a two-year 
deal and is to make his first sides 
for Columbia about March 1. What 
label he will be on hasn’t been set- 
tled. 

Crosby’s move away from Decca is 
supposed to be based on his asser- 
tion latter hasn’t recorded him since 
last Aug. 1 and that he has been as- 
signed comparatively few pop num- 
bers. 





~ Musicians at Sea—They Ain't 


Al Donahue Booked 35 Ships—Now He Has One 


War and recent increased sinkings 


Man (Not Band) Working 


+ 





JACK BARTELL LEAVES 





WOR has in effect a reciprocal 
with WGN, Chicago, 
WOR broadcasts between 
midnight and 12:30 a.m. bands which 
are fed from Chicago and WGN dur- 
ing the subsequent half hour gives 
local release to dance units fed to 
the Mutual Network by WOR. 





PENN A. C., PHILA., 
GOING TO THE SEC 


Philadelphia, Jan. 27 
The Penn Athletic Club. a one- 
nighter for name bands, will be 
shortly taken over by the Govern- 


ment for office space for the Security 


| from 


| lease this week 


Exchange Commission moving here 
Washington. Officials of the 
club are seeking to save it by pos- 
sibly amalgamating with another 
similar organization or by convinc- 
ing the Government that at least a 
portion of the $3,000,000 building be 


used for 


The 


club purposes 
SEC is expected to sign a 
with the bondheld- 
ers who hold the lease of the build- 


fication is concerned. but his book- | Of coastwise steamers off the Atlantic . i 
JOINS TEAGARDEN e deny that he’s in immediate cat io Lgl on hg att | Lorraine Benson Is Successor To 
langer of being introduced to a uni- | Knocked out 4 onanues bookings ni i jith Tuc AV ’ : 
itech ana aeons one | of musicians on ships plying those | siaieaiel sas ih a Raymond Scott Buildup 
Jimmie McPartland has given up Dean Hudson’s band is to be kept! lanes ~he still has one man aboard Worcester. Jan. 27 Via 15 W eeks in Armonk 
the band he had been leading in the together after his induction. Hud- je S. S. Yarmouth. Before the wat Jack Bartell, male vocalist with a8 ; 
midwest and will join Jack Tea- son, an officer in the Reserve Corps Donahue booked men on 35 ships, ! Orrin Tucker’s band. has resigned Raymond Scott’s rganized band 
garden’s trumpets in place of Tru-| (his real name is Marion Bi wn ) which carried anywhere from three | ¢, return to Hollywood to do radio vail eein a buildup tay at Blue 
man Quigley. McPartland follows expects to to go into uniform Feb to 9-10 men apiece. As the U. §S rk Bob Haymes, brother of Garder Armonk M. Xe March 17. 
the lead of Charlie Teagarden, who 26 as a first lieutenant. got deeper into the struggle and ships | pick. wil] replace him. Date will be for at le st 1) weeks 
has given up leading to become a : ‘a suspended runs or were taken over Bonnie Baker, who is leaving | #24 P° bly longe Follow Bob 
sideman with Jimmy Dorsey. |by the Government, his placements | Tucker soon, will be succeeded by | !len's new band, which starts there 
Teagarden’s combo goes to Cali- Danny Hollywood leaves General | diminished Lorraine Benson. Feb. 6. 
fornia next week to go into the Casa; Amusement Corp. act department to} Recently Donahue received a let- | wicisisicistp denicnipnoamabiaibi Scott’s rebuilt group, currently in 
Manana, Culver City, Feb. 13 in place| replace Ted Alabaster as road man-|ter from the Alcoa Steamship Co. to | rehearsal, plays some one-nighters 
of Bunny Berigan, who was sched- ager of Bob Chester band Tom |reduce his lone remaining combo} Joe Vera Orch began engagement |and theatres before Blue Gardens. 
uled. Berigan may fulfill the con-|Cassara replaces Hollywood with|from four to one man, a piano/at the Victorian Room, Hillcrest | It’s booked for Central theatre, Pas- 
tract later, | GAC. | player. | hotel, Toledo, O., Jan. 26, saic, N. J., Feb. 5. 
: _ — a — _— = 

















A Hauntingly Beautiful Tune! 
SHINING AT THE TOP OF THE LIST 


HE LAMP OF MEMOR 


) American version of the sensational Mexican success 


“INCERTIDUMBRE" 


A 


BLUEBIRD—TONY PASTOR 
BLUEBIRD—LANNY -ROSS 


COLUMBIA—XAVIER CUGAT 
COLUMBIA—CLAUDE THORNHILL 
OKEH—BENNY GOODMAN 


OKEH—JACK LEONARD 


EDWARD B. MARKS MUSIC CORPORATION e RCA BLDG.e RADIO CITY e 


FRANK HENNIGS, 





/ 


From the enchanted pen of - 


Gonzalo Curiel 


English Lyric by AL STILLMAN 


gd -tolek Mi, t-1del ge. -roil oh 


DECCA—NAT BRANDW YNNE 


New Fox-Trot Arr. by 


JERRY BITTICK 
ALSO MANY 


DECCA-—CAROL BRUCE 


(More To Follow) 


DECCA--CANEY QUARTETTE 
DECCA——DICK KUHN 
DECCA—ELVIRA RIOS 


Gen. Prof. 


FRED WARING 
THE GOLDMAN BAND 


| do} 11 O 01-108 ote ok OLe1-10} oR 20311 =103 401 -) ae oP = 10} 401-5 a 


ALL AMERICA IS UNITED BEHIND 


1 PATRIOTIC SONG HIT OF 
WORKING! DANCING! 


AMERICA 


ed 


GENE KRUPA 
DICK POWELL 


Mgr. 





HE MARINES’ HYMN 


An old favorite that is now the 
fom 


SINGING! MARCHING! 


Stondord Morch Arr. by 
140) 16) 1 sii ak 


RANGEMENTS 


TONY PASTOR 
RICHARD HIMBER 


NEW YORK 
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Inside Stuff—Music 


NBC, CBS, Mutual-Plugs 














With seven plug tunes emanating from Paramount's ‘The Fleet's In’ 
film, Paramount and Famous Music will split the publication of the num- 
bers. Famous will handle ‘Fleet's In,’ ‘Tangerine,’ ‘Arthur Murray Taught | 
Me Dancing,’ and ‘If You Build a Better Mousetrap.’ Par gets ‘Not Mine,’ 
*‘I Remember You’ and ‘When You Hear the Time Signal.’ 

As a rule one company handles an entire score of a film, but when 


| Truly 
| 


kins’ 











Erskine 
‘—Blue 
isn’t often a 
commercially as 


standard 


Disk Reviews ] 


Hawkins: ‘I 
Sea’ (Blue. 


first side. 
trumpet takes 
through 


muted 
melody 





Love 
11419). It 
colored band cuts as 


strong 
initial 


You | Following tabulation of popular music performances embraces all three 
networks--NBC, CBS and Mutual—as represented by WEAF—WJz. WABC 
and WOR, N Y. Compilation herewith covers week beginning Monday. 
Haw- through Sunday (Jan, 19-25), from 5 p.m. to 1 a.m., and is based on re 
provided by Accurate Reporting Service, regular checking source for the 


| music publishing industry. 





. ‘uses ji “asy j tempo, then | ea 
there are so many to work on it’s too tougk, Warner Bros. combine took a pice, eile ee pe ae re | TITLE PUBLISHER = TOTAL 
similar action about two years ago with a score written by Sammy Cahn- roeoeingg pooenscn oad tat tkeditede. | White Cliffs Of DOVET.....cecseceees teseeeeeeeeeees Sapiro ........,, 35 
Saul Chaplin. Par film stars Dorothy Lamour-Jimmy Dorsey band. It oithe etait Reverse. straight in- beseisetrcard teens ae fessveesstnes co ntes ecg Coossesanen 29 
; strumental., is for jive boxes, a well bonne 7 — Knees eae ~~ sojatlhics: 27 
Under the new setup of the American Society of Composers, Authors and | done hop piece studded with various oon ODay pete eee es es CRE es w6S ORES COS oe 27 
Publishers under which the country is divided into districts, Robert A. | colo. ime <= pte . SEE . pare, id peas he x Uh oon wares es M4 wa evecdustoe 9 
Hess, Milwaukee attorney, is retained as legal rep in Wisconsin, which for t- acer . “y- BP po ng Fadl Pewee te ee en een om ecrecwnke 23 
the time being at least is under the jurisdiction of the Chicago law depart- | Benny Goodman: ‘Clarinet a la [tele r~ ove—y; S PACE We... cee eee eee veeee “or a Teer ivee 
ment headed by E. M. Hartman. Hess, a central figure in many ASCAP King’—‘How Long This Been Going | ~ sch dg AIO peewee ee erredessseoseeseseseesseges ga bee ocve ae 21 
court battles in Wisconsin, has been active in the organization’s affairs for On? (Okeh 6544). First is what slate ge G he ene . - ve ‘Ge in to Sigtain +, stl e re 21 
the past 16 years and his place under the new order will be largely a con- title implies, an exhibition of rhyth- atond :. reo. as ’ . Bug Goes to Town... — 21 
tinuation of his work in the past. mic clarinet work by the top man of ee = Mee SAF Sta ihe eth Dalal 3 ‘ 20 
l‘em all that’s a cinch for counters Don’t Want Walk Without You—7‘Sweater Girl’..... Paramount ....., 18 
tee afiticien of Messdcoct \and- seen nein Thade's uk on ey SE Se a Is 5 as so ba'gn a be 0se cb ond risen Melodylare ...., 16 
E. B. Marks and Ralph Peer, both publis er affiliates o rondcast and some boxes. neee's not much |; know Why—t'Sun Valley Serenade’ .............. Feist 8 
Music, Inc., are in dispute over the rights of ‘Lamp of Memory, vhnese | to accompaniment except concrete- ‘This Is No Laughing Matter....................... Sata ils 15 
melody Peer obtained in Mexico. Peer gave Marks the right to the melody like rhythm, though full band _ is Day Dreamins TY B. Har ‘ 
for the United States and Canada and Marks subsequently added an |there. Reverse, sung slowly by |we. pig It es aye a tee tt lll alll aaa a gala 14 
English lyric, which, Peer now claims, was not covered by the agreement. | Peggy Lee, isn't much of a melody | hoadverenee Waltz . ’ aE ee a i Wastiir i 14 
Peer has two publishing firms of his own, Southern Music Co. and Peer | for pop use, though it’s done nicely | This I hin Mi ange tran eee eet Page et wees” ene . 9a alata 13 
Setieeakinnal | enough. ok is ng IE Noe cai a aa wie 6 CRO REa een ee Nts _o i Sos etens 13 
, de | pas Pee Tee COPTER C RAE eT Oe ene campbell...... 12 
: Le all Sa 25 Chattanooga Choo Choo—?7‘Sun Valley Serenade’...Feist ....... .2 
The writing team of John Redmond, James Cavanaugh and Frank Wel- Fam ne 4 Shaw: Someone Roe s GEE |e Sphere nee ieee obbins 12 
don can claim the record of being in and out of the music publishing borg hen 2 i = | Somebody Else Is Taking My Place.................. Shapiro ......... 12 
business within the period of a week. They published their latest tune, | ne + Oe ie Bede SE ARERR Nl Te | Witmark 12 
‘On the Shoulder of a Soldier,’ and got several bands lined up to record barge preteen Pog rcs: — All Through The Night—j‘All Through Night’....... Witmark ... mt 
t when th ick Music Corp. put in a bid for all the rights. Deal was . : s sical excel- | ,, ; . va ' ie: a 
aude sawn as ote getg at baa es het all g lieu. ts eee sunenes ‘thane eed + paced “ i See Pee re eeree ge ee ree Broadway ll 
: s . listen to Paula Kelly trip Artie Shaw say oveny »le You States Sik cine Goes ie te ceo eet ane Harms errr. 10 
_ .. |headlong into the drain on these Se. Re eres titan, Sees eer Embassy errr - 10 
Thirty years haven’t dimmed the popularity of L. Wolfe Gilbert’s “Wait- | siges Leader selected two potential ea ir ge enn e Aah sex bee aninic kh ioe Serr 10 
ing For the Robert E. Lee.’ Enjoying sporadic revivals over a score-and- lelick tunes. wra , . a. i a ae. Ce ss wig gateeo kip tien isle aban wuhs Ae on 
: : : : = > s, pped ’em in neat ar- ake e 
ten, ditty is now prominently spotted in two filmusicals. Martha Raye aan SRR TIE SIERO <Any, a Nimes en Pune re er 10 


gives it a fresh ride in ‘Hellzapoppin’ and in Metro’s ‘Babes on Broadway’ 
it gets a flash production backup for Judy Garland’s vocalizing. 





NBC and Columbia Fave received letters from Herbert O’Mara, of Grand 
Rapids, Mich., claiming that Witmark’s current song, ‘We Did It Before 
and We Can Do It Again,’ is an infringement as to theme and title of a 
song he wrote in 1917. O’Mara gave his title as ‘We'll Have to Do It | 
Again,’ and stated that his song was published by Will Rossiter. 


Inside Stuff—Orchestras 


— 





Music, 
| staft 





As a rule when a band or singers interpret a tune in a picture and |Joe G 


have recording connections, they disc the melody to take advantage of |for R 











of Greene 


Stewart 


(Continued on page 47) 





Musie Notes 


the New 
& Revel. 


Inc., to join 


Seymour, formerly 


laser, is doing contract 


Bernie Pollack and Hal Fine have 
|quit the professional staff of Mills 


Mehlinger makes the latest addition 
to the latter firm's Hollywood office. 





* Indicates BM1 licensing; others are via ASCAP. 
+ Filmusical. 
t Legitimate. 


“10 Best Sellers on Coim-Machines 











York 
Artie 
(Records below are grabbing most nickels this week in jukeboxes 
throughout the country, as reported by operators to ‘Variety.’ Names 
of more than one band or wocalist after the title indicates, in order of 
; | popularity, whose recordings are being played Figures and names in 
with | parenthesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listings 
work | and respective publishers.) 


aes . ant adiotunes, Inc., a_ subsid of 1. White Cliffs of Dover (4) Shapiro {Sammy Kaye. . Tinea 
‘ ne ; > . > pire ° > eo. | ~ . 4 i Ss 4¥ . c Griccees . 
the natural exploitation impetus of the film's circulation. Jimmie Lunce- | pyoadqeast Music. Inc. ) Jimmy Dorsey .. .Decca 
ford, however, was almost left at the post recently because he assertedly te , p 1 Hart 3) R bli Ss K Vict 
: ’ : ‘ . . . } —— a. ememobder 2ar ar rt. epubdilic... Leslie A | 4, SP ic 4 
didn’t think enough of the current hit, ‘Blues In the Night,’ which his | — — ros sano . aie 
** . . r . : 7 Jay or ‘ y. 
band plays in WB's film of same name, to record it for Decca. | Tommy Valando has been pro-| 3 Biues in Night (3) Remick { Woody Herman....... Decca 
‘ : Se ig RE sig . a Nig By DORE. 4:8es siin Sco Ae alae SE eps . 
After other bands had made it for other labels and Woody Herman | noted to professional manager of | | Cab Calloway Okeh 
had cut it for Decca, Lunceford apparently awoke to its possibilities and | Santly-Joy-Select. He has been with | 4 El iT 13) Robbi (Glenn Miller Bluebird 
recorded it also. Despite this, Lunceford’s interpretation became a Decca | the firm since its inception. _ _ pastes ) Andrews Sisters Decca 
best-seller first week of its release. | — (Gienn Miller Bluebird 
5. Chattanooga Choo-Choo (14) Feist...... ; we 
| Johnny Burke and Jimmy Van | —* ; } Andrews Sisters Decca 
When Dean Hudson orchestra came north in 1937, first engagement was | Heusen writing songs for ‘Road to ( Vaughn Monroe. Bluebird 
for Roy Gill at Boston’s Normandie. When Gill took over Totem Pole, at | Morocco’ at Paramount. 6. Shrine St. Cecilia (6) Braun............ } Andrews Sisters Decca 
' d . . ‘ e c 
Auburndale, Mass., Hudson was selected to start off season, and last week- —_—_— B C Decca 
92_5 aA , le P bait t aiid eae ‘ “7 i : » @ ' , ing rosby ecc 
end (23-24) he made one of his last appearances with his band at Totem | Leo Robin and Ralph Rainger 7. Shepherd Serenade (11) Mayfair........ fnhane Tone Decca 
Pole before leaving for the Army, in which he holds a lieutenant’s com-| cleffing ditties for ‘Strictly Dyna- | ‘ pine ma 6 rae: ra 
issior ‘te’ af ONth-Fox ‘ , aia a ‘ommy Dorsey....... Jicto 
mission, mite’ at 20th-Fox. | 8. This Love of Mine (15) Embassy........ on, = Tinker Okeh 
\- ommy cKer oveer 4 
' ° ate tenes . 
Will Bradley, after his coming split with Ray McKinley, co-leader of | Les Brow Okeh 
fie +." , ae aS ala ’ 4. = Bernard Herrmann directing the | wr 5 itmar ) Les own : 
the current Bradley band, will head for New York (about Feb. 18) to re- | ; Pe. orn : ms | 9. ‘Tis Autumn (5) Witmark.......+...+.. Woody Herman. . .Decca 
icKinle , ges tf a | scoring for ‘The Magnificent Amber- | { Woody Man... 
rganize ; y als ceeds i ans p24 S own. , , a vw : , 1¢ , : ’ 
‘watiinen ‘akeee iniey also } gst “a 4 plans for an outht o MS OWN. | cons at RKO. 10. You Made Me Love You (16) Broadway... Harry James Columbia 
illiam Morris agency will handle both. | SI te ae a . 
Irvan Tomkins, recently with Bob Astor, and before that with George | ; : . DISKS GAINING FAVOR 
Dameral, Van Alexander and Joe Haymes, has assumed road manager post | ; mage ge Sir wager hana ie a (These records are directly below the first 10 in popularity, but grounng 
with Bradley and will remain with newer combo, aser Of tne nicago office for Para- 











} mount 
| charge of 


music. He was 


in demand on the coin machines.) * 


recently in 


{ Alvino Rey Bluebird 








Coin machine operators frequently confuse song titles on records they | sani the Chicago office for|I Said No (Paramount)... ) Simm. Qorees eset 
é - | > , ‘ » yy sic ‘ OTSCY . «see e 
desire, often coming up with variations that prove amusing to distributors | Melody Lane music. ; ll 
} . an ‘ <ate Smi Columbia 
who serve them. ——_ Base O'Day (Tobias) ~ ig ) ae ent 
ec srs * Wy red } P Tew Y< rc “j . , cz ‘ o | : . . : /OOadY ‘rman ecce 
One operato! walked into a New York d str ibutor last week and, w anting Remick’s ‘Captains of the Clouds.’ : ( “, : ae 
Harry James’ “The Devil Sat Down and Cried, called ‘gimm:> that new |a new song, has been designated the | EV tything I Love (Chappell)......... Glenn Miller Bluebird 
James side, ya know that—that ‘Devil Couldn't Take It. | official song of the Royal Canadian | ~...-. nT { Charlie Spivak.... Okeh 
° ee Air Force This Is No Laughing Matter (Block)..... : ‘ 
. ir Force, } Sammy Kaye Victor 
While playing Totem Pole, Auburndale, Mass., Sammy Kaye turned down } Wood Z Decca 
: : _ ' ; ; ody ‘rmé CCE 
a local sustaining broadcast on WAAB-Colonial net when strict station | David B This Time Dream’s On Me (Remick) ) G wating Arey _— tes: vd 
ruling wouldn’t permit him to announc. his own program. However, he | ry ae suttolph doing the score for (Glenn Miller. 

* . . . | 11 " "@’ ¢ —— : ares 
was allowed to carry on two hours later via same station picking up for | s Gun for Hire’ at Paramount. Madelaine (Santly) { Bob Cheste. . Bluebird 
Mutual net. — \ arte ‘ ) Sammy Kaye. Victor 

‘ ——— . | David Snell turned in the score I Got It Bad (Robbins) {| Duke Ellington....... Victor 
Due to the press of keeping up with outstanding orders Columbia Rec- |for ‘Tarzan Against the World’ at é : eres ) Jimmy Dorsey Decca 
ords again skips its usual w:eekly release of new stuff this Friday (30). | Metro. { Bing Crosby Decca 
: . —— . . nniver ry y + t uvfair 21ng USUY . «sere ws 
It's third time in six months that Columbia has held up new releases - Anniversary Waltz (Mayfair) ) Freddy Martin Bluebird 
Decca Records has done it several times also. _ Victor Young writing and direct- ee * LSaie Jenni Columbia 
So far Victor has not skipped any. ing music for ‘Out of the Frying Pan’ I Don’t Want Walk Without You (Param’t) } Vasiathn ‘Monroe. Bluebird 
and ‘Take a Letter, Darling’ at Para- a dean 
Re A a RE poet eee a a mount, - 
Pat Pa . . . wy . . 7 : é ’ 
NICK CAMPBELL — SOLLY LOFT — AL PORGIE Scott Bradley conducting the score In 1941 we gave you ‘INTERMEZZO 
: on the Metro cartoon, ‘The Hungry now we give 
announce the formation of a new corporation Wolf.’ g FOU ce a6 


CAMPBELL, LOFT & PORGIE, Inc. 


Our Number One Song 


“AS We WALK INTO THE SUNSET” 


Recorded by the following artists ... 
LANNY ROSS (victor) DINAH SHORE (bluebird) 
JAN SAVITT (victor) SONNY DUNHAM (bluebird) 
LES BROWN (okeh) 


New 


ORRIN TUCKER (columbia) he 




















Waldorf-Astoria hotel, 
Friday (30). 


opens 


with offices at 1619 Broadway, New York ings for ‘I Married an 
Metro. 





York President’s Ball 


today (Wed.). 


Herbert Stothart directing record- 
Angel’ at 


Miller at N.Y. Ball 


Glenn Miller’s band will play the 
at the} 
New York, | 
He'll be doubling from 
the Paramount theatre, N. Y., where 
Martin 


Block, record spinner from WNEW, | : + Band Pa 
i 
en ee eee N. Y., is to m.c. broadcasts by Miller | (or did you didn’t. did it) 
: ond other names, on all networks | all arranged by KENDALL BURGESS 
In preparation—‘ON ECHO HILL’ and WNEW, | g y - 
Dinah Shore, singer, has. been | EDWARD SCHUBERTH & CO INC 
AL FRIEDMAN, Chicago Rep. ED KELLY, California Rep. || 29°9 to the Washington, D. C.,| 11 EAST 22nd STREET, NEW YORK 
sirthday hop, for which Johnny | — » N 
Long’s band is booked, 


DARLING, | LOVE YOU 


from Tschaikowsky concerto, part 2 


LOVE’S RHAPSODY 


a dream melody 


DID YOU DID IT 
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“BMI Advance of $18,000 to New Firm 





Guarantees to Forward Backing for 1942 to Camp- 


bell, Loft & 





Broadcast Music, Inc., last week 
pecame in indirect fashion the finan- 
ciers of the merged firm of Camp- 
pell, Loft & Porgie, Inc. The radio- 
owned music combine has agreed to 
advance the latter concern sums up 
to $18,000 during 1942 for Operating 
expenses, with this money to be con- 
sidered as an advance against per- 
forming rights royalties. The ad- 
yance will serve as a sort of guar- 
antee. 

The stockholders of the new cor- 
poration consist of Sally Loft, Nick 
Campbell and Al Porgie. Harry 
Friedman, who had been Porgie’s 
partner in the firm of Porgie, Debin 
and Friedman, will be Chicago man- 


ager of the new setup, while Ed 
Kelly will handle the Coast office. 

BMI had first talked to the three- 
some about allocating to itself 25% 
of the new corporation’s stock for 
underwriting the venture, but it 
dropped this proposal after being 
deluged with calls from other BMI- 
affiliated publishers who demanded 
to know why they also weren't of- 
fered a similar proposition. 


VICTOR PAYS 
PUBS 160 GS 
FOR QUARTER 





+ 


Porgie, Inc. 


15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week ending Jan. 24) 








White Cliffs of Dover...Shapiro 
Rose O’Day....... coocees ROnIRs 
Shrine of St. Cecelia......Braun 
We Did It Before....,..Witmark 
Remember P. Harbor,..Republic 
Elmer’s Tune...........-RObbins 
Blues in Night.....,....Remick 
Chattanooga Choo Choo... .Feist 
Madelaine ...... cocccese antly 
Anniversary Waltz......Mayfair 
Bells of San Raquel........Peer 
This No Laughing Matter... Block 
Everything I Love.....Chappell 
Tis Autumn............ Witmark 
Dear Mom.............Republic 








Teacher Loses 
Action Charging 
Song Plagiarism 





Infringement action which Marion 
F. Newcomb, a North Dakota school- 
marm, brought against Santly Bros. 
and the late Joe Young in 1932 in 
connection with the song, ‘Starlight, 
Help Me Find the One I Love,’ was 
dismissed by Judge Edward A. 
Conger in the N. Y. federal court 
last week. Miss Newcomb claimed 
plagiarism of title and lyrics, citing 
her song, ‘Starlight,’ which she wrote 





RCA Victor’s royalty distribution | 
for the quarter ending Dec. 1, 1941, 
represents a record high, it is re- | 
ported, for a like period in the com- | 
pany’s operations for the past 15 
years. 

On the basis of the money that 
went to ASCAP.-affiliated publishers 
it is figured that the company’s 
outlay in royalties on pop and stand- 
ard tunes for that particular 1941 
quarter was somewhere around the 
$160,000 mark. 


MORE MUSIC 
RACKS IN USE 








Expansion of music racks distribu- 
tion by the International Circulation 
Co. has now reached the point where 
the initial order for a current 
song is 17,000 copies. This represents 
an increase of 2,000 copies per tune 
since the first of the year. Another 
evidence of the growing success of 
the ICC’s venture in music racks is 
the consistent increase in the per- 
centage of net sales for sheet music 
Placed in them. 

There are about 5,500 of these 
racks now in circulation. The loca- 
tions are drug and stationery stores 


in areas that are without regular | 


music store service. 





| clusive 
fand he 


pop | 


in 1931. 

In a six-page decision Judge 
Conger ruled that there was no ex- | 
right possible for the title 
listed 13 other songs with 
titles which had been sub- 
during the trial by J. T. 
Abeles, counsel for the Santly pub- 
lishing house. The judge held that 
both Miss Newcomb and Young, who 
wrote the lyrics of the Santly ver- 
sion, had used a nursery rhyme 
which is in the public domain, ‘Star- | 


similar 
mitted 


light, Starbright,’ as the source of 
their verses. 
Another Action 
There’s still another action aris- 


| by the Society’s bylaws from recog- 





ing from the same Santly numbers | 
still pending in the courts. The pub- | 
lisher is seeking to have the U. S. | 
circuit court of appeals set aside a 
verdict handed down five years ago 
holding that the melody of Santly’s 
‘Starbright’ was an infringement of 

written previously by Al Wil 
kie, a westcoast entertainer. The 
ruling on the Wilkie case as it now 
i.stands places with the defendant of 


a song 


ASCAP Nominations 


ASCAP board of directors holds a 
special meeting tomorrow (Thurs- 
day) to appoint writer and publisher 
nominating committee for the direc- 
tor elections which come up in 
March. Under the by-laws these 
new directors must be chosen in 
time for them to be installed April 2. 

There will be three publisher and 
four writer posts open on the board. 


ART SCHWARTZ 
SUES FOR BACK 
ASCAP FEES 


Arthur Schwartz, production writ- | 
er, has filed suit in the N. Y. supreme 
court against the American Society 
of Composers, Authors and Publish- 
ers for back payment of royaities. 
The ASCAP board of directors last 
October overruled the decisions of 
both the writers classification com- 
mittee and the writers appeals 
board, and granted Schwartz a boost 
from Class A to AA. Schwartz now | 
claims that the Society was dere- 
lict in granting him his proper rat- 
ing over a period of two years, and 
he is suing for the difference be- 
tween what he collected and what 
would have been due him if he had 
beeng put in Class AA in October, 
1939, when he originally applied for 
the promotion. The claim involves 
around $8,000. 

Before Schwartz filed his suit the 
law firm of Stimson, Roberts & Put- 
nam wrote the Society that its client 
(Schwartz) felt that he was entitled 
to compensation for the two-year in- 
terval because the responsible groups 
within ASCAP had failed to act with 
dispatch on his application for a 
raise in classification. The ASCAP 
board discussed this letter and came 
to the conclusion that it was barred 








nizing Schwartz’s claim. The by- 
law in question stipulates that an 
advance in rating may not be made 
retroactive. 

The complaint, which names all 
the ASCAP officers and directors, 
asks for an accounting, and charges 
that the latter wilfully and mali- 
ciously withheld the plaintiffs’ due 
share of royalty distribution. This 
is the first time in some years that 
the Society has been sued by a write! 
member on such an issue. 





Streamlined — Goes 





To Market Under Care 


i 
} . 
| Hal Horne Organization, which 
owns and promotes the Sing-a-Tina, 
installed a department 
performers with name bands in how 


professional 
I 


a plagiarism action the burden of | wonday (26) to train groups of 
proving that there was no possible | 4-formers with name bands in how 
access to or contact with the work of | 4, play the instruments—streamlined 
the suing writer. Because of the| ,octic relatives of the old-fashioned 

‘rious repercussions that such a|;.559 New department directed by 
theory in law might have in the| George Fragos, author of ‘I Hear a 


| future defenses of plagiarism actions 


i} the music publishing business as a 


whole has been interested in seeing | 


Rhapsody’ and other tunes, will also 
|organize acts to make theatre ap- 
pearances playing the instruments. 


that the Santly-Wilkie case is car-| fyorne states he has sold 2,400,000 
ried to the highest courts. | Sing-a Tinas since last fall. They 

Miss Newcomb’s counsel made |are distributed by the Woolworth 
mention of the Wilkie decision dur- chain. Gadgets are being turned out 


ng trial of the case but Judge Conger 














for Horne at the rate of 46,000 a day 


+ 


B Sei aeiaame stated in his decision that the facts| now, but a new mold will go into 
th *bby Dolan writing and directing | in the Newcomb action did not allow operation this week to push produc 
Par Score on ‘Mr. and Mrs. Cugat’ at | for the drawing of a similar infer-|tjon to 70.000 daily, Horne said 

aramount. | ence. | Horne office, mainly a_ publicity 
—===ey ; and promotional outfit, is in the 











Expressing the Sentiment 


LET'S SAY 


HERE ARE THE 


LET’S SAY A PRAYER fo 


The good Lord will hear ev 


And: one for the U.S.A. 


Send for Material 


I was the ort y 

—, ginal publisher of “MY 
| ELSE IS TAKING MY 
nd Shapiro-Bernstein & Co., Inc., fo 


‘ BAY STATE MUSIC CO. 
68 Tremont St., Boston, Mass. 


-_ 





(for somebody’s boy) 


BEAUTIFUL SONG... 


Who is fighting for you and me 
Let’s wish the best for somebody’s lad 
Who is sailing across the sea 


So pause just a moment some time in each day 
And LET’S SAY A PRAYER for somebody’s boy 


PLACE”, 


of Every American Heart 


A PRAYER 


LYRICS OF THIS 


r somebody’s boy 


ery word that you say 


on This New Hit 
CABIN OF DREAMS” and “SOME- 
Thanks to Irving Berlin, Inc., 
r making these hits. 
GEORGE J. 


Professional 


REARDON 
Manager 








— 


process of staging successive exploi- 
| tation campaigns on the Sing-a-Tina 
in individual cities throughout the 
country. 


Sheet Sales Good 


Sheet music orders opened strong 
|Monday (26) with the jobbing 
houses, following an unusually heavy 
| week which saw two outright war 
| songs, ‘Remember Pearl Harbor’ (Re- 
| public) and ‘We've Done It Before 
| and We Can Do It Again,’ establish- 
|ing themselves among the top best 
'sellers. ‘White Cliffs of Dover’ (Sha- 
| piro-Bernstein) enjoyed a turnover 
of 39,000 copies on the week, bring- 
|ing the total sale of the song to 
| 240.000 copies. 


| ‘Pearl Harbor’ last week did 18,- | 


000 copies, while ‘We Did It’ ac- 
counted for a sale of 17,000 copies. 
The latter tune has gone about 80,- 


} 


000 copies in four weeks of plugging. | 


Of Exploiteer Hal Horne 








First Filing in Nebraska Upsets Those 
Who Framed Anti-ASCAP Legislation 





THESAURUS’ POSITION | 


Expected to Resume With ASCAP. 
But No Move So Far 








The NBC Recording Division has 
evinced some interest in resuming | 
the availability of ASCAP music for 
its Thesaurus library but so far it 
has not made an overt move to 
signature a basic agreement for such 
mechanical rights with Harry Fox, | 
agent and trustee. 


Fox last week received a call from 
NBC which sought information on 
the contracts which the World 
Broadcasting System and Associated 
Music Publishers, Inc., had signa- 
tured for their respective recorded 
program libraries. 





R. W. Rome to Chicago 


Boston, Jan. 27. 

R. W. Rome, New England man- 
ager for American Society of Com- 
posers, Authcrs and Publishers, has 
been transferred to head the Chi- 
cago office and set up the midwest 
division, 

Samuel Burkett, who was Rome’s 
assistant since November, steps up. 








+ a 


Lincoln, Neb., Jan. 27. 

First of the long string of musie 
copywright holders expected to jam 
the secretary of state’s office here in 
the Nebraska capitol with filings to 
comply with the anti-ASCAP law 
was Charles Tobias, of Tobias & 
Lewis, publisher-writer of ‘Rose 
O'Day.’ Indicative of the lack of 
knowledge of what the anti-ASCAP 
law, supreme court countenanced, 
will mean to the state in a muddle 
of music for all users, was the dither 
thrown here about the filing. 

State house newsmen went from 
Tax Commissioner Brady, the man 
who framed the original bil] in 1937, 
when he was a senator, to the secre- 
tary of state’s office, to the attor- 
ney general’s office. None of them 
could give much clarification and 
the initial reporting was very in- 
nocuous, because nobody wanted to 
step off. 


Journal’s interpretive piece, clear- 
est of all the yarns, was quarreled 
with by some of the state house 
group because it gave ASCAP a 
break. State house did say Tobias 
was short on two counts in his filing, 
though, and prepared a letter which 
will go to each filing person from 
now on showing what steps will have 

(Continued on page 55) 
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IF | COULD 


Lyric by Al Stillman 


| GOT 


Lyric by Paul Webster 


THE SURPRISE HIT 


(My Baby 
Lyric by Harold Adamson 





ABE OLMAN, Gen! Mgr. 


MURRAY BAKER, Prof. Mgr. 





‘en ew new eee» 


The hit that was born overnight 
SOMEBODY NOBODY LOVES 


Words and Music by Sy Miller 


A novelty one-step in the tempo of ''Ferry-Boat Serenade” 


A CONCERTINA 


The best written song in years 


And That Ain’t Good 


The most played song on radio 


ELMER’S TUNE 


By Elmer Albrecht, Sammy Gallop, Dick Jurgens 


WE’RE HAVING A BABY 


from Eddie Cantor's musical smash, ‘Banjo Eyes” 


ONLY PLAY 


Music by Joe Burke 


IT BAD 
Music by Duke Ellington 


. 


OF THE SEASONS 


And Me) 
Music by Vernon Duke 





ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION: & i 
799 Seventh Ave. * New York LS 
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Gov. James Blasts 


On Later Curfew in Daylight Saving 


Philadelphia, Jan. 27 

Hopes that the new Federal day- 
light saving would bail out 
Philadelphia’s ailing nitery biz by 
allowing the spots to keep open an 
extra hour were blasted over 
weekend by 
James, 

After scanning the provisions of 
the new time law passed by Congress 
and skedded to go into effect Feb. 9, 
the Governor announced that it 
would have no effect on the oper- 
ating hours of all spots where liquor 
is purveyed. 

In other years, as soon as daylight 


time 


Governor 


saving time went into effect, closing | 


hours were lengthened from 2 a.m. 
weekdays to 3 a.m., and from mid- 
night to 1 a.m. on Saturday. The 
extra hour’s grace came because all 
Pennsylvania laws are based on 
Eastern Standard Time. 

As soon as the proposed Federal 


time became a certainty club nabobs | 


began laying plans for increasing the 
nut for their shows. (More than 560 
entertainers, musicians, bartenders, 
waiters, etc., lost their jobs two 
months ago when all clubs knuckled 
down and began closing right at the 
stroke of 2 a.m. week nights and 
midnight Saturday.) 


The spot owners had received as- 
surances from State Liquor Board 
spokesmen that the Federal time 
would work precisely as the former 
daylight time. Now they have to 
junk their plans for a more liberal 
curfew. Some had booked big name 
acts and faced the choice of either 
playing at a loss or else cancel and 
face a battle from the actor. 

In addition to putting a chill for 
better business for the winter and 
spring, the new Federal time will 
also crimp the added shekels Philly 
spots used to pick up when they 
were able to keep open that extra 
hour in the summer. The new time 
will be in effect all the year round. 











Pa. Cafes Hopes 





License Requirements 


Hit Jukepix in Pennsy 


Philadelphia, Jan. 27. 
A blow to the jukebox industry in 





the | Pennsylvania is seen in the ruling of} East St. Louis. 


| 


all taprooms featuring coin-operated 


| film machines must obtain amuse- 


| ment licenses. 

The fee for these permits is $120— 
too steep to make it profitable for 
any iocation owner to allow the ma- 
chine to be operated iff his spot. 
Usual arrangement in and around 
Philly is for the machine distrib to 
get the first »30 and a 65-35 divvy on 
| the balance. 
| A bill in equity challenging the 
| ruling of the liquor board has been 
| filed in Dauphin county’ court 
| (Harrisburg) by the distributing 
|company and arguments on the case 
| are expected to be heard next week. 
| Most common type of machine used 
jin the Philly area are Panoram 
Soundies. ‘ 


Technicality Prevents 


Det. Cops From Closing 
“Walk of Living Dead’ 


Detroit, Jan. 27. 
As long as it’s ‘The Walk of the 
Living Dead’ and no marathon dance, 
George W. Pughe, California pro- 
moter, has the police here stopped 
cold. 


Detroit police and State officials, 
who have clashed often, came to 
loggerheads on the show which 
Pughe is running off at the State Fair 
Grounds Coliseum with 16 couples 
and one solo. Local beefs started 
pouring in on the prosecutor here 
of ‘inhuman treatment’ of the con- 
testants, particularly after 
broadcast in which one of the endur- 
ance performers spoke over the air 














Back for the Third Time 
in Ten Months ! 


LORRAINE 


and 


ROGNAN 


N. Y. PARAMOUNT 


with 


GLENN MILLER 


—after completing 
*THE FLEET’S IN’ for 
Paramount and a rec- 
ord week at the Michi- 
gan, Detroit: ° 


“It’s tough for an act to swerve 
attention on a program like this, 
but Lorraine and Rognan are equal 
to the task. They’ve become one 
of the slickest comedy teams in 
the country, and their work grows 
more polished with 
Lorraine is the 
grinning gal who 
for a _ neck-piece, 
faces than a 


each visit. 
snappy-eyed, 
wears 

makes 
monkey, 


than you'll find in 
futuristic painting. Rognan, an 
apt comedian himself, is an ideal 
partner. When they get warmed 
up, only an audience of statues 
wouldn't laugh.’’ 


—Al Weitschat, Detroit News, 





Per. Dir.s 
MARK J. LEDDY 


PUBLICITY: HANSEN - WILLIAMS, INC. 





after being ‘frozen’ for 16 minutes in 
a cake of ice. 


marathon dances, and so he sent the 
cops out to_ investigate. Pughe 
charged that in 35 years of promoting 
| shows he had never tangled with the 
| authorities, he then played his ace 
in the hole. Bernard Youngblood, 
manager of the State Fair, said he 
had inspected the show for the State, 
that it was no endurance contest and 


use the State property. 

Case, however, went into ‘the 
| courts, with Pughe coming out the 
winner on a ruling that the police 
could not interfere, with the latter 
getting some help on the fact that 
unless the contestants get an eight- 
hour layoff daily ‘The Walk of the 
Living Dead’ comes under the head 
of a marathon and can be closed. 











o.k, with the promoter. 
| the show run that much longer. 


EARLIER CAFE START 








San Francisco, Jan. 27. 
Bimbo’s 365 club here is ballyhoo- 

ing a new setup as insurance against 

| daylight saving time and blackouts. 


| ° . 
| club is trying to change the normal 


o'clock sendoff. 


military authorities, also figures. 


Nitery Operator Slain 


Asheville, N. C., Jan. 27. 

William Beard, operator of Cat ’n’ 
Fiddle, nitery on Asheville-Black 
Mountain highway, was shot and in- 
stafitly killed Jan 20. 

Officers booked for investigation a 
patron, J. Arvin Sluder, and stated 
seven shots were fired from a .45 














calibre automatic pistol. 





a radio 


Prosecutor Thomas 
| steamed up, too, because there is a 
| state law in Michigan prohibiting 


| he had granted Pughe the right to} 


| The latter point turned out to be 
It’ll make 


PUSHED FOR FRISCO) sxe coionn, Pezgy McCarthy, Max 


| Tabbed the ‘nightlife saving plan,’ | "Coiony os on the mend. 
' | Vogt i ce 38 ; wif 
| 9 p.m.-and-after club routine to a 6 Vogt in Fecent toss of his wife. 


Grub hereafter will be on at 6, 


The 2 a.m. closing order, backed by 


St. Loo Niteries Adopt 
Radio Ballyhoo Idea 


St. Louis, Jan. 27. 

A dozen niteries featuring Negro 
talent for Negro customers exclu- 
sively are airing shows twice week- 
ly, and the originator of the idea 
has transcriptions played four other 
nights during the week, Verne An- 
derson, local Negro, cooked up the 
| idea, sold portions of the two-hour, 
| twice-a-week spots—ll to 1—to the 
|niteries, whose entertainment is 
| broadcast by remote over WTMV, 
In order not to lose 





Arthur H./| the State Liquor Control Board that| the air spot Anderson bought the 


same period for the rest of the time 
and plays transcriptions, with an- 
other Negro, Wiley Price, emceeing. 
Idea has caught on and club opera- 
tors report biz is being hypoed by 
the air stuff. 

Among the most prominent of the 
niteries in the co-op idea are Cafe 
Society, the Cozy Corner and the 
Brooklyn Club. 


H. KALCHEIM 
JOINS MORRIS 


Harry Kalcheim, who recently re- 
Signed as booker of Paramount stage 
show theatres, moves into the Wil- 
liam Morris agency upon his return 
in a couple of weeks from a Miami 
Beach vacation. Kalcheim will_ go 
into the band department and will 
be theatre and film booking coordi- 
nator. 

As Paramount’s booker, and im- 
‘portantly concerned in the buildup 
of the Broadway Paramount’s pit- 
band policy, Kalcheim is considered 
an expert on bands. Also impor- 
tant are his valuable contacts in that 
field. 

As currently set up, the Morris 
agency’s band department is headed 








while Ed Fishman is in charge of 
operations on the Coast. In N. Y. 
Nat Kalcheim, brother of Harry, is 
also actively concerned in the band 
department’s operation through 
being head of all theatre and nitery 
talent, plus band selling. 


NIX FREE TALENT SHOWS 





“were is «| FOR POLICE IN CHICAGO! 





Chicago, Jan. 27. 

An order has been issued by the 
Commissioner of Police forbidding 
any member of the police depart- 
ment to ask any performer to do a 
benefit show. 

Commissioner James Allman last 
week circularized the order to all 
police commanding officers. 





Saranac Lake 


Saranac, N. Y., Jan. 27. 
William Morris, Jr., shot in, ogled 
| gang at the Will Rogers, then back 
|to the Big Town. 
| Jack Edwards, who did the trick 
i here, later emceeing in various nite 
spots on Long Island, is back at the 
lodge for a short stay and 0.0. 

Dr. George Wilson and Mrs. Ruth 
Norman were crowned king and 
queen of the Will Rogers for their 
kindness towards the patients. 

Among those with top reports are: 





| Smallens, Don Fairchild, Rufus 
Weathers, Harry Clifton, Eddie Vogt 
and Ben Schaffer. 

Harry Martin is getting his sea 
| legs back so he can hit the big town. 
Margie Regan, Jimmy Johnston’s 





Colony sympathizes with Eddie 
Helen Inglee and Francis Brown 
both lickéd the ‘rib’ operation. Both 


back at the Rogers after short hos- 


with the first floor show at 7:30, pitalization 
something unheard of here. Second ; , : 
show is at 10 and the final at 1 p.m. Herman LeVine (Will Rogers 


Fund) ogled the gang, put his O.K. 


New York. 

Jack (WOR) Mulvaney, who took 
a New Year resolution nixing smok- 
ing, got permission from the house 
medico to puff one ciggie a day. 

John Eaton and Bob Cosgrove, 
lodge comics, take time out to en- 
tertain the gang here with a lot of 
original stuff that helps ozoning and 
makes it worth while. 

Harry ‘Slipfoot’ Clifton doing this 
colume for Happy Benway, in bed 
for over two weeks due to setback. 
Medicos have things well in hand. 

(Write to those who are ill). 





in New York by Willard Alexander, 


on general conditions, then back to’ 


—————a, 








Night Club Reviews 





MONTE CARLO, N. Y. 





drews); Ted Straeter, Bob Knight and 
Bobby Parks orchestras; $1 and $1.50 
cover charge in main clubroom., 





Felix (Fefe) Ferry’s ornate saloon, 
with a ‘beach club’ as sidekick to the 
main nitery, appears to have been 
fortunate with the booking of George 
Jessel and his missus, Lois Andrews. 
Prior to the Jessels the eastside spot 
was having its trouble trying to fig- 
ure out where business had gone, but 
the comic rejuvenated the nitery on 
his opening night (21). The spot was 
packed to the doors and Jessel de- 
livered in smash fashion. 

Doubling from his ‘High Kickers’ 
musical current at the Broadhurst, 
Jessel here is playing his first night- 
club engagement ina couple of years. 
The nighteries have been missing 
something. Although hemmed in by 
tables that had been set on the floor 
to accommodate the crowd, Jessel 
punched away with a_ sparkling 
monolog that kept them laughing 
and, at the finish, had ’em pleading 
for more. His job was all the more 
remarkable because it was almost 
like working in a crowded subway 
train. Had he taken one step back- 
wards he would have landed among 
the musicians; one step forward and 
he’d have been in a ringsider’s lap. 

Miss Andrews, an extremely pretty 
girl, allows Jessel a breather by do- 
ing three songs in between what 
might be called Jessel’s first and sec- 
ond monologs. ‘Chattanooga Choo 
Choo,’ a rhumba-like tune and finally 
a cute number that might well bear 
the title of ‘That’s How I Subscribed 
to Liberty’ is her repertoire here. 
She has a low, lush voice and gets by. 

Because of the Jessels’ stipend, 
Fefe has instituted a cover charge 
for their 10-day run. It’s $1 week 
nights and $1.50 Saturdays. There's 
no other entertainment, but yet a 
considerable nut because of the three 
bands the spot uses. Ted Straeter 
does a fine job as the No. 1 crew 
in the main clubroom, with Bob 
Knight’s aggregation as the capable 
alternate. In the ‘beach club’ is 
Bobby Parks’ small but okay com- 
bination, seemingly stressing conga- 
rhumbas. Scho. 


BEACHCOMBER 


(MIAMI BEACH) 

Miami Beach, Jan. 16. 
| Luba Malina, Maurice & Cordoba, 
| Tropical Dancers (8) Dr. Giovanni, 
| Del Casino Orch 





(5); $1.50 minimum. 


Minus fanfare that marked its 
debut last season, but still in keep- 
ing with best bacardi boite tradi- 
tions, Monte Proser’s’ erstwhile 
zombie parlor is off to a fair geta- 
way, but will require a considerable 
|hypo if the operators expect to hit 
the credit side of the ledger as fre- 
| quently as in days prior to the gamb- 
ling blitz. Not that this spot has 
ever boasted a blue room, but with 


whirl here, it takes a potent layout 
to make current crop of vacationists 
forget their date with the man with 
the whiskers on March 15. 


Despite much beefing about seat- 


ing ace acts, and retaining a line of 
lovelies that had the local lotharios 
in a dither. This season 
Gaines, et al., have placated pew- 
effects and elevating the dance floor. 
However, they have neglected to 
glaze the show with their customary 
production touches. Result is it lacks 
snap and sparkle. 

Line of femmes is particularly dis- 
appointing. Several of the gals are 
local recruits, and routines are hand- 
me-downs. Unattractive costuming 
doesn’t help. 
| Luba Malina has been making the 
rounds locally since early fall and 





Mr. and Mrs. George Jessel (Lois An-. 


(12), Canay Orch | 





the general slowup of the nocturnal | 


ing, this room scored a resounding | 
click last year by judiciously book- | 


Messrs. | 


holders by dispensing with the arbor | 


|is a bit too familiar now to qualify 
| as strong b.o. attraction. Current 
| songalogs are not her best, and she |} 


| has assumed an entirely too blase 
j attitude. Her bangs coiffure is un- 
| becoming. 

| Maurice and Cordoba are likewise 
too casual about the whole thing. 


Pair, as always, are exceptionally 
graceful ballroomologists, and _ in 
past have scored strongly. This 


time they appear a bit too anxious 
to get it over with. 

Only one in the show apparently 
really bent on pleasing is Del Ca- 
sino, With his 12-man Send he pro- 
vides standout entertainment, doing 
a fine job warbling and emceeing. 
Unit boasts several gRuss Morgan 
alumni, of whom Casino reminds in 
appearance, and Morgan manner is 
noticeable both in arrangements and 
shading. Books are predominately 
sweet, but boys occasionally remove 
the wraps and register solidly. 

Canay’s rhumba band is likewise 
socky. Emphasis on rhythm, and 
its plenty insinuating. 

(Ed. note: Dr. Giovanni’s sock 
pocket-picking act, strong biz getter, 
has been added since this show was 
reviewed Jan, 16.) Leslie. 








ROYAL PALM, MIAMI 





, Miami, Jan. 25. 

Gertrude Niesen, Jack Cole Danc. 
ers (3), 6 Willys, Helene Gardner 
Dancers (4), Rose Blaine, Billy Sher. 
man, Palmettes (30), Abe Lyman 
Orch (21), Ramon Manchito Orch 
(8); production by George Woods: 
dance routines by Al White; $3.56 
minimum. 





Comes seasonal opening of Hialeah 
and the Royal Palm takes its annual 
bow as Miami’s No. 1 nitery. This 
year finds it minus its customary 
casino, a factor which in previous 
years has contributed no little to 
high calibre of entertainment usually 
in this room. With the casino in 
operation the nut is naturally larger, 
permitting importation of biggest 
names in the biz. This winter, with the 
gambling blitz still on, and season 
definitely in low gear, owner Arthur 
Childers has been forced to reshuffle 
his projected setup and the show 
hasn't a single sufficiently strong 
pivotal personality on which to 
anchor the production. A need for 
comedy is also apparent. 


Gertrude Niesen, when caught, did 
her same old routine familiar to Big 
Town night-lifers, failing to click. 
But since her opening she’s re- 
routined her songs and is registering 
better. The major drawback to Miss 
Niesen’s turn at this catching was 
her sphinx-like lack of salesmanship, 

Supporting turns are all clicky. 
Helene Gardner’s acrobatic quartet 
(three males and femme) rate plenty 
of attention as a nifty adagio turn, 
Miss Gardner is tiny, but she’s dyna- 
mite, accomplishing triple twists and 
double somersaults in mid-air before 
connecting with catchers. It’s about 
the best act of this type ever caught 
in this room. 

Jack Cole and his two femme part- 
ners remain an upper-case attraction, 
Trio’s striking impressionistic con- 
cepts of Javanese and East Indian 
dances are highly effective and their 
wares recommend them as class at- 
tractions. The Six Wiliys also reg- 
ister strongly. Three males and three 
femmes interpolate flashy acrobatics 
into standard Indian-club,  hoop- 
hurling routine. It’s quite an eye- 
arresting turn. 

As usual here, house line is a major 
attraction, and this season’s recruits 
make it the most orb-filling chorine 
corps to pass in review this winter. 
Steppers are beautifully costumed 
and click in three outstanding pro- 
duction sequences. Especially ef- 
fective is one tagged ‘Rainbow Song,’ 
with gals using parasols to create 
multi-hued illusion. Tune, knocked 
out by Bob Musel and warbled by 
Billy Sherman, has good commercial 
possibilities. Other vocal chores are 
shared by Rose Blaine, with the Abe 
Lyman band. 

This is third season Lyman has 
perched on this podiurmeand, as usual, 
batons with plenty of zip. Since 


(Continued on page 44) 

















America’s Newest 
Singing Star! 


LAURA DEANE 
DUTTON 


Wedgewood Room 


Hotel WALDORF-ASTORIA 
NEW YORK 


The Latin Bombshell ! 


Juanita Juarez 
The Troika 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 


The Favorite of the 
Americas ! 


Fausto Curbelo 
and His Orchestra 


Stork Club 


NEW YORK CITY 





Per. Rep.: 


WALLACE DOWNEY, Ine. 
1629 Broadway New York 


Direction 
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Sonja Henie Revue Grosses $1,054,000, 
Closing Season in N.Y. With $280,000 





Although two stands played Last | 
season were skipped, Sonja Henie’s 
Hollywood Ice Revue grossed $1,- 
054,000 in its season which closed at 


Madison Square Garden last night 


(27). A special matinee is being 
given this afternoon, when entire 
receipts go to the Red Cross. 


Skating star's eight appearances at 
the Garden drew ‘capacity through- 
out, with the takings of $280,000 
equalling last winter’s date of 
similar length, at $4.40 top. 
Miss Henie’s engagement at the 
Chicago Stadium grossed $304,000. 
There were 11 performances there, 
with the Stadium being larger than 
the Garden. There were seven 
cities visited, the others being: 
Omaha, six days, $57,000; St. Louis, | 
five days, $76,000; Indianapolis, seven | 
days, $112,000; Buffalo, six days, 
$84,000; Detroit, seven days, $141,000. 
Total audience figured at 628,000. 
Arthur M. Wirtz and associates, of 
Chicago, operate the arenas visited 
with the exception of those in New 
York, St. Louis and Buffalo. They 
and Miss Henie present ‘It Hap- 
pens On Ice’ ;at the Center, N. Y., 
which is in its second year. It was 
anticipated that ‘Ice’ would be socked 
but the gross at the theatre jumped 
last week, so the phenomenon again 
occurred, its boxoffice having simil- 
larly being upped last January when 
Miss Henie played the Garden. 
The Brandt Sisters and Fritz 
Dietl, stilt skater, from the Henie | 
show, join the Centre theatre out-/ 
fit, latter having been in ‘Ice’ pre- | 
viously. Willie and Bobby Morris, | 
a bicycle turn, are out of the Center | 
show. Gene Berg, who has been 
skating with Jo Ann Dean, in the 
latter, is leaving to join the army. | 
A number of male line skaters in the 
Henie revue also go into ‘Ice,’ re- 
placing others called in the draft. 


N.Y. Nitery Profits Help 
Proser Pay Off Debts of 





| 
| 








Terrific biz at the Copacabana, 
N. Y., currently featuring Joe E. | 
Lewis, is enabling Monte Proser to 
pay off speedily the heavy losses he 
incurred last summer in the abor- 
tive operation of Madison Square 
Garden, N. Y., as a mammoth ball- 
room. 

Proser, left holding the bag by his | 
backers, wound up the Garden ven- 
ture owing some $25,000. Besides 
this, he was in the bag for a lesser | 
amount of coin in the tailend opera- 
tion of the Beachcomber on Broad- 
Way, plus other indebtedness to a 
couple of pals. Latter have already 
been paid off in full, while other 
creditors have received substantial | 
amounts. 

If the Copa’s business continues as 
is, Proser should be cleared of his 
debts in short order. Bulk of the 
$25,000 owed from the Garden ven- 
ture was due musicians. 


JESSELS EXTENDED 
ON N.Y. CAFE DATE 


Mr. and Mrs. George Jessel (Lois 
Andrews), who opened last week at 
the Monte Carlo, N. Y., nitery, for a 
10-day date, have been drawing such 
socko biz they’ve accepted an addi 
tional week's extension. 


Jessel is doubling from his ‘High 
Kickers,’ at the Broadhurst. Mrs. 
Jessel recently came east from the 


Coast with their infant daughter. 


AGVA Unit Set Up In 
Rochester, N. Y.: 60 Join 


Rochester, N. Y., Jan. 27. 
Entertainers here are organizing a 
unit of the American Guild of Va- 
Tiety Artists. More than 60 have 
Signed up in a drive launched by Al 
Fast. representing the AFL affiliate, 
who has set a goal of 150. About 
Feb. 1 the union expects to set mini- 
mum rates for members playing at 
night clubs, smokers and dinners. 
An advisory committee to serve 
Until election of officers includes 
Roy Welch, chairman; Max Lands- 
ford, secretary; Bob Mortimer, 
Joseph M. Valone, Joe Banks, 
‘Vian Groh and Tax Van. 
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| backing him after the show flopped 
|in its initial week’s engagement, in 
| Baltimore. 


| throughout the country. 
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' 
nut 


| biz for 


| Vari 





Mammoth N.Y. Nitery 
Mapped by Meyerberg 


Michael Meyerberg, Leopold Sto- 
kowski’s biz rep, is converting the 
former Flying Trapeze on West 57th 
street, N. Y., into a mammoth grind 
nitery. 

Spot, seating around 1,000, will be 
tagged The Bowery, and.operate at 
popular scale for mass turnover. 
Meyerberg, currently trying to clear 
The Bowery tag, used by the big 
Detroit spot recently padlocked, ex- 
pects to open the N. Y. nitery about 
the end of February. 


Roller Follies’ 
Neat $30,000 In 
Cleveland Date 








Boxoffice success Scored by the 
‘Roller Follies’ “in its six per- 
formances in’ Cieveland last week 
has resultéd in a change in touring 
plans. Instead of the one-week stand! 
thé roller skating show was skedded 
to make in St. Louis starting next 
Wednesday (4), management will at- 


tempt to stretch it into an indefinite 
run. 

Heavy profit 
roller extravaganza’s 


in Cleveland, the 
second date, 


|}came as a particularly pleasant sur- 


to operator Harold Steinman 
the Minneapolis businessmen 


prise 
and 


Cleveland take was around $30,000. 
Nut on the show is understood to be 
about $9,000. Deal with the Arena, 
where the ‘Follies’ played, is similar 
to that which it has with other 
arenas at which it will appear 
It provides 


house handling the advertising ex- 
pense. That means a $6,000 profit to 
the Steinman group on the Cleve- 
land operation. 

Baitimore week was almost the 
same amount on the other side of the | 
ledger. Gross was a $6,500, while the | 
was $11,000. Latter figure in-| 
the cost of the Coliseum, 
which was rented on a four-walls 
basis. Payroll is around $6,800. 

Opening in Cleveland on Sunday 
(18) drew 9,000 admission, with 
34,441 total attendance for the week. 
Arena seats 10,000. Prices run from 
55c. to $1.65. 


cludes 


CONNIE BOSWELL QUITS 
MORRIS; SEE GAC MOVE 


Connie Boswell severed a contract 
she had with the William Morris 
agency last week and may return to 
General Amusement Corp. on terms 
being discussed currently with Harry 
Leedy, her husband and manager. 

Singer, on a theatre tour, is cur- 
rently at the RKO Boston and is set 
for the Paramount, New York, open- 
ing there March 11 with ‘Fleet’s In’ 
and probably Les Brown’s orchestra. 


Pitt Cafe Group Fails In 
Try to Exit Floor Shows 


Pittsburgh. Jan. 27. 
Efforts of Northside section nitery 
owners to get together and elimi- 
nate ffoor entertainment down the 
line fell flat here last week when 


i two of the spots refused to go along 


with the others. Steady decline in 
the semi-honks, which dot 


that district, prompted several own- 


ers to consider dropping of shows 
but competish so keen across the 
river and spots are so close togethe1 
that anv move of that kind, unles 


all of them agreed, would be suicide. 
Half dozen operators were all for 
taking up the suggestion but two of 
them pulled out at last minute. 
Since those two were considered es- 
sential. plan was dropped, much to 
relief of the American Guild of 

y Artists here. 


4a 
ime 


| of the 
| if any, recommendations for action. | 


Mickey Rooney Cops 
Honors at Hub Charity 


Boston, Jan. 27. 

Mickey Rooney copped top honors 
in a socko benefit run off at Bos- 
ton Garden here Thursday night 
(22) as opener of the Greater Bos- 
ton United Fund drive. Most of the 
ace acts in town volunteered their 
services, and Rooney and his bride 
did the show as an incidental to 


their honeymeon. Screen juve 
played the closing spot and won 





impersonations, etc. Made a brief 
appeal for funds and introduced Jo- 
sephine Sabino, who closed the show 
with the national anthem. 

Jay Wesley, of WEEI, handled 
most of the m.c.ing. Metropolitan 
theatre sent over the Harry James 
band and the RKO-Boston came 
through with several acts from 
‘Folies International,’ including Pro- 
fessor Lamberti, Franklyn D’Amore, 
The Shyrettos, Zoska and the Six 
Antaleks. Aleppo Shrine band, con- 
ducted by Walter Smith, and Karl 
Rhode’s orchestra were featured. 
Metropolitan Singers and the Fulf- 
ferettes were the principal perform- 
ers from radio. Lou Holtz, playing 
the Club Mayfair, made a later ap- 
pearance. 

Harry McDonald, divisional man- 
ager here for RKO Theatres, di- 
rected the show. 


AGVA APATHY 
ON THE RISE 





A growing apathy in and to the 
American Guild of Variety Artists 





was indicated last week in New 
York when a special committee’s 
report on Gerald Griffin, national 


executive secretary, was postponed 
because a quorum of seven out of 
45 members did not show up for a 
national board meeting. This brought 
about the fourth postponement of 
the report, which in itself has under- 
gone several changes. 

Report is by an_ investigating 
committee consisting of Mrs. Flor- 
ence Marston, eastern representative 
of Screen Actors Guild; Walter 
Greaza, assistant executive secre- 
tary of Equity; Henry Dunn, AGVA’s 
treasurer, and Joe Smith (and Dale), 
member of AGVA’s board. They 
spent some three weeks gathering 
additional testimony on _ Griffin’s 
participation in a brawl last fall at 


| the opening of new music publish- 


ing offices by Tommy Dorsey. 


Just what the status of the report | 


is now is being kept secret, but it 
is known that 
ably toned down and virtually tosses 
the delicate matter back into the laps 
national board with vague, 


Originally in written form, and with 


a decisive opinion, it was then pro-! 
posed that it be revised and de- 
livered verbally by Dunn, chairman 


of the investigating committee. Now, 
it’s understood, the report may again 
be made in written form and mailed 


to every member of the national 
board. 
Dunn himself was unable to get 


to the board meeting last week be- 
cause of out-of-town 
Whether the matter will be brought 
up later this week, or whether a 


quorum will then be available 
problematical 

Primary factor in the lack of 
terest in AGVA has been the con- 
tinued extension of the Griffin mat- 
ter. Out-of-town branches have 
dicated that thei ffairs are more 
smoothly and precisely managed and 
they can’t unde nd e vacilla- 
tions of the national administratior 


Artists Rep Assn. Sets 





Artists Representatives Assn. of 
N. Y. has scheduled an important 
general membership meeting foi 
next Tuesday night (Feb. 3) at the 
Edison hotel annex. Chiefly ) the 
agenda is ARA’s difference with 
the American Guild of Variety Art- 
ists and charged violations of the 
basic agreement between both 


groups. 


Prior to the membership meeting, 


there will be a get-together of the 
ARA and AGVA negotiating com-}a 
imiuittees. 


the séllouf crowd ‘of 8,000 with his” 


it has been consider- | 


engagements 


Important N.Y. Meet 





VANESSI IN COMEBACK 


Former Vaude Dancer Out of Show 
Biz in Recent Years 








Vanessi, former standard vaude 
dancer, is rehearsing for a come- 
back, with Dan Carthay routining 
her act. 

For the past few years Vanessi has 
been out of show biz and operated 
a perfumery. 


Soldier-Singer 
In Courtmartial: 


Abused Uniform 


Columbus, O., Jan. 27. 

Lester W. Syberg, 36, faces court- 
martial at Fort Hayes, Columbus, 
O., for misusing an army uniform. 
He was arrested in Akron Jan. 17 
after performing in various Akron 
night clubs as ‘the singing soldier 
boy’ for the past month while ‘using 
his uniform for commercial purposes.’ 


Syberg, alias Robert O'Neil, is a 
private in the army reserve, having 
been transferred from the regular 
army Nov. 3, 1941. He should have 
been out of uniform 30 days after his 
transfer, it was said. He was wear- 
ing sergeant’s stripes and told night 
club managers he was on furlough, 
said Lieut. Joseph J. Poggione, of 
the Quartermaster’s Corps in Akron. 











Magazine Drawings On 
Night Club Walls Too 


Raw, Suspend License 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 27. 
Boogie Woogie Nut Club, operated 
by Boogie Woogie Sherman and 
Sonny Miller, had its booze license 
suspended for 90 days here by State 
| Liquor Control Board on a charge 





| of obscenity. Investigators said 
| show itself and ‘art’ decorations 
were way out of line, management 
|}countering with the statement that 
‘art’? was all clipped from humor 
| magazines on sale at every news- 
stand. Club appealed the suspension | 


but petition was rejected over week- 
end by Judge Frank P, Patterson. 

Sherman and Miller have the al- 
ternative of shutting up for that 
peried, running without liquor sale: 
or paying $900 fine, at rate of $10 
for every day of suspension. They 
| haven’t yet decided what to do. 


“OLE OPRY’ UNITS DOING 
SOCK BIZ IN THE SOUTH 


Nashville, Jan. 27. 


Roadshowing units of WSM’s 
‘Grand Ole Opry’ are doing sock 
busine: in small towns throughout 
the south Biz is reported about | 
20% better than last year, although 
number of dates hasn’t been in- 
creased Reason for the upbeat i 
because farmers’ income is upped 
by defense demands. 

Four units .re now on tour. Roy 
Acuff is playing dates in Florida; 
|Bill Munroe is touring Virginia; 


| Daniel Quartet plays Tennessee and 
|!Kentucky, while Jam-Up and Honey 
are in Kentucky. 

These units play theatres and 
auditoriums, while the ‘Opry’ tent- 


show, which starts in April, is under 


canvas. 


Toledo Absolves Karas 


Toledo. .. Jan. rh 


Karas, proprietor of the 


James 


Kentucky Klub here, was found not} 


guilty last week (24) of violating a 
city ordinance prohibiting the hiring 
of entertainers under 18 years old. 

Karas 
15-year-old high 


'entertain in his establi 


school girl to 


hment. 





i sh 
| public 
| 


was charged with permitting 


Stars Personals Among Notable 
Factors in Increased Attendance 


At Service Shows Toured by USO 


+ cecpunscapinemitaa 


Marked spurt in attendance took 
place last week at the 25 shows 
being toured in Army camps and 
Navy bases by USO-Camp Shows, 
Inc. Attendance, which had been 
lagging at around 50% of capacity, 
is still far from what CSI execs con- 
sider completely satisfactory, al- 
though they are heartened by the 
gradual increase. 

Part of the reason for the sharp tilt 
last week was that populations of 
camps were settling down, after much 
shifting of troops following the at- 
tack on Pearl Harbor Dec. 7. CSI. 
for a number of weeks, discovered 
it was often playing large camps that 
were almost devoid of soldiers. At- 
tendance naturally suffered. 

Growing list of stars appearing 
with the units has also helped. 
Hollywoodites began their p.a.’s with 
the shows last Wednesday (21) and 
immediately shot attendance up to 
standing room only and hundreds 
turned away. Value of the stars is 
expected to be felt by the shows 
even after the personalities are no 
longer touring, as they will have 
attracted attention to the CSI enter- 
tainment. ‘ 

Names currently appearing or 
about to appear on the camp show 
circuit include Al Jolson, Judy Gar- 
land and her husband, Dave Rose; 
Joe E. Brown, Ann Miller, Mitzi 
Green, Linda Darnell, Rosalind Rus- 
sell, Reginald Gardiner and Mickey 
Rooney. 


Previous Disappointment 


Disappointment of servicemen with 
pre-CSI shows has been another 
problem that is only now being over- 
come and thus pushing up attend- 
ance. Many cantonments have now 
had three CSI shows and word is 
getting around that they are okay, 
Among a flood of letters commend- 
ing CSI chief Abe Lastfogel and his 
staff was one from Camp Edwards, 
Mass., containing 50 signatures. Boys 
said they were away when the ‘Har- 
lem on Parade’ (all-Negro) unit 
played there and had heard so much 
about it from their comrades who 
had seen it that they wanted it to 
come back. 

Improved publicity, with the Hal 
Horne Organization now handling 
the entire operation, is also figured 
helping attendance. 

How much the admish price is 
holding down attendance hasn’t been 
ascertained yet. At any rate, the 
War Department refuses to counte- 
nance any change at this time in the 
20c. being charged for the larger 
shows and 1l5c. for the smaller ones, 
Army chiefs maintain that present 
rates should be given a fair trial, al- 
though many USO-CS] execs feel ad- 
mish should be greatly reduced or 
| eliminated entirely. 

‘Smilage Book’ 

Thought of using the ‘Smilage Book’ 
| idea of the last war has been discard- 
‘Smilage Books’ were blocks of 





} ed. 
| tickets to camp shows which were 
| bought by civilians and sent to their 
|friends and relatives in the Army. 
|USO feels that inasmuch as_ the 
}money which is now paying for the 
shows has already been obtained by 
subscription, it would be un- 
(Continued on page 45) 


GEO. MURPHY OPENS 
VAUDE TOUR IN PITT. 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 2 


George Murphy, film player, will 
open a p.a. tour at WB’s deluxer, the 
Stanley, Friday (30). He'll do a 
single for his first stage appearance 


since ‘Roberta’ on Broadway several 
seasons ago. Murphy went from that 
show to Hollywood. On bill here 
| with him will be Block and Sully 
|and three other acts, with Max Ad- 
| kins’ house pit orch moving onto the 
| stage for week. 

Beyond next week, Stanley has no 


| definite bookings yet. with name 
|bands scarcer than hen’s teeth, it’s 
said. As a result, house is trying 


|to line up some straight vaude bills. 
Feb. 6 still open and so is Feb. 13, 
latter as a result of Artie Shaw’s 
cancellation. Efforts being made to 
land Woody Hermanas soon as he 
finishes his Universal picture chore. 
Herman got his start around here, 
breaking in his new band at Wil- 
] use dancery, summer of 
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ROYAL PALM, MIAMI | 








latest shakeup in the ranks, the brass | 
section has toned down, making for | 
much smoother listening. For a unit 
of this size, it does highly creditable 
job during the dance sets, backing 
up hoofers with infectious brand of 
dansapation. | 

Ramon Manchito rhumba 


crew | 
lends plenty of zombie to south of 
border sessions. = 

Singer Jane Froman and mimic 
Dean Murphy replace Miss Niesen 
Feb. 7 and the Ritz Bros. follow on 
Feb. 23. 

Dinner biz has been big but late 
business not so good, probably be- 
causé the casino is not operating. 

Leslie. 





COPACABANA, N. Y. 








Joe E. Lewis, Don Loper & Maxine | 
Barat, Estrelita, Fernando Alvarez, 
Dorese Midgely, Samba Sirens (6), 
Nat Brandwynne’s Orchestra and 
Frank Marti’s Rhumba Band; $2.50 
and $3.50 minimums. | 





Nat Brandwynne is back as 
maestro here after a siege at Ciro’s, 
in Hollywood, and he’s an important 
uplift to the show’s and dansapa- 
tion’s musical end. However, of 
chief importance to the Copa and its 


clientele is not so much Brand- 
‘wynne’s return as the fact that Joe 
E. Lewis is stil] here and jamming 
’em in to the extent that the walls 
are bulging. 

The business here has been phe- 
mnomenal since Lewis started his run | 
three weeks ago.. Normally seating 
around 500 with plenty of table- | 
crowding, the Copa has been cram- | 
ming as many as 550 seated and 50 | 
or more standing at the bar. That's 
the biggest business any east side 
nitery, usually distinguished for the | 
small capacity, has ever done and | 
Lewis is directly responsible. 

Here at the Copa, turning ’em 
away at the entrance and whamming | 
those who manage to crowd in, | 
Lewis is evidently reaching his peak | 
as a cafe entertainer. Whether sing- | 
ing ‘Poor Little February,’ or ‘He | 
Forgot to Zip the Zipper,’ or “The | 
Groom Couldn’t Get It,’ or ‘You | 
Can’t Get the Stuff,’ he is a nitery | 
floor clown par excellence. A lot of 
his material is bawdy, but his droll, 
infectious delivery helps remove the 
curse for even the most straight- 
laced. Much about his work sug- 
gests the ad. lib, and there are 
moments when it appears as though 
Lewis himself doesn’t know what 
he'll do next, but that’s all part of 
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an ingratiating style. There’s no- 
body around today who even comes 
close to equalling him in his par- 
ticular taitent; and the Copa’s Monte | 
Proser intends holding him until 
March at least. 


Show has one new specialty, | 
Dorese Midgely’s nice tapology in 
two routines, and the return of 


Estrelita, fiery little Latin-American 
who gives a song life with quivering 
hips and flashing eyes. Otherwise 
the layout is much the same as when 


ballroomology of Don Loper an 
Maxine Barrat, the suave if short 
chore of  singer-m.c. Fernando | 
Alvarez and the lovely Samba! 
Sirens, six beauts who are as much 
a trademark of the Copa as those | 
out-of-this-world palm tree decora- | 
tions and superb costumes. 
Brandwynne has greatly improved 
his appearance since leaving last fa 
to maestro at Ciro’s in Holly wood. | 
A new head furpiece makes him | 
look like a picture leading man and | 
a double for Conrad Nagel. At the | 
piano in place of the vacated Charlie | 
Baum, Brandwynne is a_ definite | 
asset in both playing the show and | 
the foxtrots. His music is distinc- | 
tively smooth. 
Frank Marti’s band is a very | 
capable alternate for the maracas 
tempos. Scho. 


Clover Club, Miami 


Miami, Jan. 24. 

Adelaide Moffett, Jose Delmare, 
Anita Alvarez, Ricco de ,Sierra 
Macombo Sextet (Rita Lopez, Tilo 
Nelson, Jean Stratford, Glen Tem- 
ple, Frank Feinman, Ricco Florio), 
Samba Sirens (Jan Zerfing, Betty 
Lee, Louise Fiske, Dorothy Koster, 
Winni Farnum, Carol La Fleur), 
Sacasas and Arturo Arturos Bands; 
$2 minimum. 





Nat Harris and Monte Proser, who 
used to be associated at the old 
French Casino on Broadway, are re- 
united at the Clover Club which 
Harris manages for a local syndicate 


while Proser’s Copacabana Revue 
from New York is now an intact 
unit spotted into the Clover. It’s the 
same colorful, topflight floor show 
that Proser booked at the Copa, and 
has been touring as a unit in deluxe 
picture houses, hotels and niteries. 
Augmenting is Adelaide Moffett, in 
place of Diane Denise, and she’s an 
improved songstress with a faster 
routined repertoire than when last 
caught at the Hotel Pierre’s Cotillion 
|Room, N. Y. Her prime deficiency 
| was a static, same, slow ballad style; 
{now she mixes it up and her ‘Elmer’s 
Tune,’ ‘I Got It Bad,’ ‘Will You Still 
Be Mine’ and the Gershwin medley 





| : ce 
Sierra's vocalizing. The Sacasas and 


Auturos bands are standard, playing 
show and dansapation in competent 
manner. Jack Goldman of. the 
Hickory House caters the cuisine, 
which in a town like Miami is no 
small attraction. As result, the com- 
pact Clover Club show enjoys the 
best word-of-mouth of the season 
for entertainment and food, with an 
average check of $4 a head. Abel. 





NIXON CAFE, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 23. 
Al Marsico Orch (8), Carol Gould, 
Pancho & Dolores, 3 Dowling Sisters, 


|Lewis first opened, ie., the smart | Jerry Lawton, Bob Carter; 50c cover. 





Shows are incidental at Tony Con- 
forti’s downstairs spot, where the 
rep has been built on cuisine as sub- 
stantiated by turnaway crowds at the 
dinner sessions and lesser attend- 
ance at supper shows. Conforti 
could get away with a couple of 
average acts, but he provides solid 
entertainment instead. Has no names, 
but a constant parade of moderately 
known, okay acts. 

Standout currently is Carol Gould, 
who was at the Nixon about six 
months ago and returns an improved 
songstress. She’s a dark, attractive 


| youngster, strong on looks and vo- 


eally. Only error is in her reper- 
toire. Nixon has never been a place 
for the sophisticates, and such spe- 
cial material as “That's How I Got 
My Start,’ saga of a gold-digger, is 
wasted. They like Hit Parade pops 
here, as indicated by response to ‘I 
Want My Mamma’ and ‘Daddy.’ 
Dance team of Pancho and Do- 
lores, ballroomologists, is above av- 
erage. She's a striking red-head, 
they're both nattily clothed and 
cover the field nicely from waltz to 
rhumba, all of it with class, grace 
and ease. Three Dowling Sisters 
work hard in a dance turn that’s 
chiefly spins and tumbles. Satisfac- 
tory though not extraordinary. Kids 
need more polish. Jerry Lawton is 
a juggler who tries to mix some 
comic chatter with his tricks, but 
that’s impossible here, where any- 
thing below a High C for the late 
show is inaudible. His ball-bounc- 
ing against a snare drum is a nice 
novelty, but overdone. Lawton’s 
best trick is his handling of three 
heavy bowling balls, which he tosses 
in the air and catches on the back 
of his neck, 

Bob Carter doubling as m.c., band 
vocalist and also singer in the floor 
show, does a nice job in all three 
departments. His pipes are grow- 
ing steadily and he looks promising 
for better places. Music by Al Mar- 
sico highly acceptable in every de- 
partment, Cohen. 


Yacht Club, Pitt 








, make for a deft dinner repertoire. 
Highlight of the revue.is the 
paprika Anita Alvarez with her pert 
personality and fetching style of 
song-and-dance. 
phine Delmar, who came to attention | 
in ‘Meet the People,’ where she first 
introduced ‘Chichicastengango,’ | 
which she does as her opener here, | 
|but sans the production intro, on| 
'theory it may not mean anything] 
locally. That’s not so, since this| 
tourist crowd is certainly hep. 
The Macombo Sextet is a mixed | 
troupe of congaers,-and the six | 
Samba Sirens are a beaut galaxy | 
who register in the window-dressing | 
for the Carmen Miranda atmosphere, | 
and also click in a ‘Blue Danube) 
Waltz’ presentation to Ricco de 
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Then there is Jose-| 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 22. 
|..Herman Middleman Orch (8), 
| Terry Lawlor, Van Kirk, Maurice & 
Betty Whalen, Dance Cocktails (5), 
Shirley Heller; $1.50-$2 minimum. 


Nice little show Sol Heller has 
lined up this time for his river spot. 
His brother and co-owner, Little 
Jackie Heller, is still playing out-of- 
town dates and definitely missed, for 


| he has an extensive local following, 


but the half-pint warbling giant will 
be back in a week or two to stay 
awhile. 

Meantime, vocal chores in the lay- 


out are being looked after hand- 
somely by Terry Lawlor. First time 
for striking red-head around Pitts- 


burgh and it shouldn’t be the last. 
Gal has looks, style and plenty of 
class, her arrangements are topnotch 
and song selection out of the upper 
drawer. She does the current pops 
smartly, gives ‘I Got It Bad’ a nifty 
touch and polishes off repertoire with 
bit of an Irish tune to substantiate 
the Gaellic looks and name. Over 
big here when caught. 

Van Kirk’s an m.c. who should go 
places but hasn’t quite found him- 
self yet. Chief need 
of his material. He has a lot of it 
but too much belongs in the men’s 
room. Has a rousing voice, too, 
which he uses for comedy purposes 
but could capitalize on straight vo- 
calling to better advantage, Comic 
of the English music hall type, his 
finish as a Gay Nineties dude stands 
now as best thing in his act. 

Faves here are Maurice and Betty 
Whalen, back for their fifth or sixth 
engagement at Yacht Club with their 
slick adagio act. Attractive couple 
put on a flash display of strong-arm 
stuff but with their looks, the gal 
particularly, ought to add some other 
forms of terp to give their frequent 
appearances here an Occasional de- 
gree of novelty. 

Dance Cocktails, five of them, are 
best in their acrobatic numbers, 
which are well staged and executed, 
but only average in the straight-line 
floor production routines. Herman 
Middleman’s band, with Shirley Hel- 
ler singing, back on the stand again 
after giving way to an out-of-town 
orch for couple of months. Dansa- 
pation is neat and orderly. Middle- 
man, at the piano, is = and gets 
the most out of his small outfit. 





Cohen. 


is for editing | 
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Herewith appears a ‘Variety’ review of a N. Y. Palace bill of 20 years 
ago. The intention is to reprint these weekly using the relative week of 1922 
' with the current date of issue. No special reason in reviving these reviews 
|other than the interest they may have in recalling the acts which were 
| playing at that time, the manner of putting together a big time show (book. 


ing), which radio stations may find pertinent, and as a resume of the style 
of vaudeville reviewing of that day. 











(Reprinted from ‘Variety,’ Jan. 27, 1922) 


PALACE, N. Y. 





It was like a holiday around the Palace Monday night. Guards were 
announcing no seats were available, except boxes, a few minutes past 
eight. Every niche in the house was occupied and the standee line was 
as dense as the law allows. There was a ten-act bill on tap. It not only 
had length but power—big names and surefire comedy interludes—and it 
ran in holiday spirit, the house being generous almost to a fault. There 
were three production acts in the going, as many comedy successes and 
there were two male singing stars. Times Square being lessened by one 
vaudeville house (44th Street) may have added to the Palace draw, but 
it is more likely the weight of the show itself accounted for the crush. 

Ed Gallagher and Ai Shean, away down next to closing, tore through 
for the smash of the evening. When the card bearing the name of the 
purveyors of tke ‘Mister’ song was shown there was a big hand. For the 
present repeat the comedians were loaded with new choruses that came 
at the close. These lines touched on the topics of the day, with every 
one good for a laugh. The team encored with these special choruses a 
dozen times, or nearly that. Between the exit and entrance the orchestra 
romped along with a different melody, that in itself a comic touch. ‘Mr. 
Gallagher and Mr. Shean’ is doubtless the most cleverly developed vaude- 
ville song of the times It’s a twin six perfectly geared, and its exploiters 
keep it in racing form by the expedient of fresh material. 

Directly ahead was Charles Purcell (New Acts), who has caught the 
vaudeville idea at last, and the spirit with which he performed well 
earned the bell-ringing success scored. 

In the early section Vernon Stiles, with Tom Hughes as the accom- 
panist, was the first of the two tenor turns. Mr. Stiles found plenty of 
favor. One of his numbers sounded a bit risque, its lyric getting more 
dangerous as he proceeded. It is called ‘I Kissed Her,’ and there was 
tittering throughout the house, the number being quite a surprise. But 
the final lines squared everything, because the object of the kisses was 
his six months’ baby girl. 

Majestically Valeska Suratt made her entrance closing intermission (six 
acts in the first portion) for the first Palace showing of Jack Lait’s ‘The 
White Way.’ It’s a playlet made to order for her, just like the other play- 
let delivered to her by the same author. Miss Suratt is so melodramatic 
she makes the ‘White Way’ all that way. But the moral of the turn per- 
haps tickles her as much as anything. That is, after her Pittsburgh ap- 
pearance. Six policewomen of the smoky burg wrote a letter to the 
captain of detectives giving a report on the turn and highly recommend- 
ing it for its moral teaching. A reproduction of the letter was made into 
a throwaway and used at the Riverside last week. 

‘The White Way’ isn’t all drama. There are half a dozen laughs, per- 
kaps the best when Miss Suratt says, ‘I was 17—and not so many years 
ago.’ Mr. Roselle, chief in support, was permitted to express merriment 
at that, which helped the house laugh, too. It’s a cinch that script did 
not call for the two expensive wraps laying about the apartment, but 
discovery and use of them is the player’s perogative. Besides the fur 
affair is good to look upon. ‘The White Way’ ran over 30 minutes. It 
should have occupied about five minutes less. But as Miss Suratt kas 
hitched her star to Ethel Barrymore there can be no snapping up. The 
stage is dressed with a richness that is typical of Miss Suratt. Hand- 
painted linen colored baby blue gives the interior a class appearance, 
with exquisite filet lace and a hung tapestry providing other costly touches. 
And the house liked ‘The White Way’ without question. 

Glenn and Jenkins made No. 4 a comedy wow. At the opening it looked 
| like the colored boys had left the routine untouched. Certainly they have 
| retained the best of the crossfire, for it was a succession of laughs. Half 
way through the musical section in revised form supplied an evenness of 
| pace that was lacking before, despite their ability to land last season, A 
| banjo solo was inserted. It was played by a third member, but that was 
|not noticed until Glenn and Jenkins appeared from the opposite wings. 
| The new ‘boy’ was out for the finish with his instrument, accompanying 
the team for a new version of the sweeping song and dance that is better 
than before. Applause continued after the lights were out, and Vernon 
Stiles was forced to remain in the entrance until one of the colored team 
made a reappearance and bow. 

Billy Wayne and Ruth Warren with their ‘gentle’ routine, ‘The Last 
Car,’ supplied the humorous start for the second section. Not all the 
| wise talk landed, but the team had landed by the time the dancing lesson 
| close arrived, and that bit put them across. 

Jeanette Hackett and Harry Delmar and Co. with ‘The Dance Shop’ 
(New Acts) furnished a big flash on third. Dave Roth singled on second 
with piano, song and dance, with a whale of a sustained hand the next 
result, Thalero’s Circus was an eight o'clock starter, perhaps opening 
ahead of that hour, with the crowd pouring in out of the cold. It was a 
bit too much to expect the girlish Lura and the exceptionally clever 
Billy Dreyer to hold the house at 11:10. Half of the lower floor started 
| walking when Gallagher and Shean escaped. Yet the dancers keld a good 
| percentage in all, and their work won its reward. Ibee. 


| Klotz With Glazer | 
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The North Carolina Assn. of Agri- 











| cultural Fairs has elected Hobart 
Jack Klotz moved into Joe Glaser’s| Brantley president. 

| Office in N. Y., Monday (26), as an 

| associate agent. | | ae 

| Klotz was formerly with Nat | With Successful Acts from Coast 
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sf AL BERKMAN 
No Texas State Fair? MUSIC ARRANGER 
Dallas, Jan. 27. VOCAL COACH 


The war may mean there will be 
no Texas State Fair next fall 

Army officers have inspected the 
site and many permanent buildings, 
with the establishing of an army 
camp there in view. 


KAY, KATYA AND KAY 


DISTINCTIVE DANCERS 








“In New York” 
Earle Bidg. Brill Bldg. 
1028 Market St. 1619 B'way 
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“In Philly” 
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JAN, 23 - Feb. 5 
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VAUDE VETS TO 
TOUR N.Y. RKO 
THEATRES 


Charles B. McDonald, divisional 
theatre manager for RKO in the 
Greater New York area, has assem- 
bled a unit of vaudeville veterans 
which will be routed into most of the 
circuit’s N. Y. theatres’on one and 
two-day engagements. | 

Unit will be billed as ‘B. F. Keith’s 
Oldtime Vaudeville Revue,’ and will 
include Marty Lynch, Dorothy Pel- 
letier, Tom Barrett, Anna Kent, 
Jeanette Dupree, Bill Browning, Al 
Bracken, Harold Kennedy, Emma 
Francis, Harry Klein and Lee Barth, 
last mentioned as m.c, Billy Jackson 
is producing the unit for McDonald. 

Show opens at Keith’s, Flushing, 
Feb. 5; plays the 86th St., Manhattan, 
Feb. 11; the Coliseum, Manhattan, 
Feb. 13; Alden, Jamaica, Feb. 20, and 
other houses to be subsequently set. 


CIRCUS ‘RANGER’ CAN'T 








USE NAME, COURT SAYS, 





Charlotte. N. C., Jan, 27. 

The U. S. circuit court of appeals 
reversed a decision of the district 
court at Greenville, S. C., involving 
the right of Lee Powell, former film 
actor, to use the title of ‘The Lone 
Ranger’ for theatrical appearances. 

The appeal was brought by Lone 
Ranger, Inc., Michigan corporation, 
against O. C. Cox, doing business as 
Wallace Bros. Circus, and Lee 
Powell. 

The court held that Powell, who 
was said to have once appeared in 
pictures as the Lone Ranger, did not 
have a right to present himself as 
‘The Lone Ranger,’ riding a horse 
named ‘Silver’ and using the excla- 
mation ‘Hi Yo, Silver.’ 


Jules Stein Due in 
Miami on Cafe 0.0. 


Miami, Jan. 27. 


Jules Stein (Music Corp. of Amer- 
ica) arrives here Monday (2) to sur- 
vey the nitery situation, as other 
agents are also doing since the ‘Va- 
riety’ story last week on how sadly 
local talent bookings are being 
neglected. 


Taking it for granted that busi- 
ness at this resort was shot, New 
York and Chicago agencies had been 
making little effort to spot attrac- 
tions locally. Report of wideopen 
field for talent sales, which Irving 
Lazar, of William Morris 
found here, is bringing other 10%- 
ers down in a hurry. 

















HELD OVER AGAIN! 
RADIO CITY 
MUSIC HALL, 
New York 

3RD WEEK 





BOB 
DUPONT 


The Comedy Juggler 





Management 
MUSIC CORP. OF AMERICA 











agency, | 


Burley Dancer Awarded 
$2,200 in Fall Injuries 


Philadelphia, Jan. 27. 

Helen Keefer D’Arcy, burlesque 
was awarded $2,200 by a 
Federal Court jury last week for in- 
juries she received when she fell 
through a skylight at the local Hotel 
Senator where she lived. 

The award was made against Irv- 
ing Wolf, owner of the hotel and 


operator of the Rendezvous, local 
night spot. Miss D’Arcy had sued 
for $100,000. 


RINGLING ACCENT ON 
FEMMES THIS YEAR 


Ringling, Barnum & Bailey circus 
will be stronger on the femme end 
this season than ever before. En- 
semble directors are John Murray 
Anderson, George Balanchine, Ger- 
trude Hoffman and Babette. Latter 
is specialist in webs, which will 
have 60 girls going aloft. 


Call for girls was issued in New 
York last week. They will rehearse 
in Sarasota for five weeks before 
‘the show opens at Madison Square 
Garden, N. Y., early in April. 


dancer, 














Nix Curfew Extension 
Vancouver, B. C., Jan. 27. 
Opposition organized by church 
and temperance leaders has blocked, 
temporarily at least, a move by em- 
ployees of the Cave cabaret to urge 
city council to extend the closing 
hours of night clubs from 1 to 2 
a.m., except on Sundays. 





TOLEDO CAFE FIRE 
Toledo, O., Jan. 27. 
The Three Star, local nitery, was 
damaged for a loss of $3,000, Jan, 19. 
Fire started in a wastebasket. 





Car Barn to Sports Arena 
Hartford, Jan. 27. 
Old Connecticut Co. car barn here 
is being taken over and converted 
into indoor sports arena. 











} 
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TROUBLE COMES IN FOURS 


Hubert Castle Beset by Unfortunate 
Circumstances in Cleveland 








Cleveland, Jan. 27. 
Trouble comes not in traditional 
threes but fours for Hubert Castle, 


land is his jinx town. 

While playing at RKO Palace dur- 
ing the holidays, he slipped off wire 
and wrenched his back, necessitating 
two-week layoff. 





Village for a cafe date, some car- 
strippers broke into his auto-trailer 
and stole all his stage equipment, 
valued at $2,500. Hubert frantically 
shot wires to a Chicago plant telling 
it to rush new apparatus to Cleve- 
‘land, but received a reply that it 
|might take several weeks to re- 
| place it due to war priorities. Wire- 
| walker had to cancel his cafe en- 
| gagement here, in addition to a book- 
ing at Radio City’s Music Hall. 


in Cleveland, he figures they cost 
him over $5,000. 





Vice Crusader Sues 


Alléges Beating in Raid 


Minneapolis, Jan. 27. 

The Colonial Inn, suburban night 
club, is being sued for $10,850 dam- 
ages by the Rev. H. J. Soltau, vice 
crusader and Law _ Enforcement 
League head, who alleges he suffered 
serious permanent injuries when he 
was beaten and chased during a 
gambling raid on the premises. 

While the deputy sheriff, who ac- 
companied Soltau and his investi- 
gators to the establishment, was re- 
moving gambling devices, Soltau 
claims he was knocked down and 
beaten. The attack continued, he 
alleges, until he was partially un- 
| conscious, 
| After the alleged attack, Soltau 
| says that he was chased from the 
vicinity. One car followed him, he 
declares, compelling him to drive his 
car over 75 miles an hour. 


FRISCO NITERIES HIT 
BY TOUGHER CURFEW 


San Francisco, Jan. 27. 
New blow to niteries here is a 
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| Stars’ Personals | 


Continued from page 43 
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fair to ask the public to contribute 
further by buying the ‘Smileage 
Books.’ 

Coin for support of the shows is 
due to run out shortly and CSI faces 


further outright grant beyond the 
present $640,000 is not made by USO, 
| latter outfit may be asked to borrow 
| the money from outside sources. It 





would be repaid when USO makes | 
| its next drive for funds in June. Re- | 
during the} 


|ceipts from admissions 
| first five weeks amounted to approx- 
imately 10% of the cost of opera- 
tion, although this is expected to go 
|up considerably as the shows get 
| into high gear. 

Reticence of 
|about appearing with paid-admish 
entertainment has been overcome by 
guaranteeing plenty of publicity to 
the fact that they are donating their 
services. As a result, many filmites 
have indicated their desire to accept 
bookings. They include Ginger Rog- 
ers, Ray Bolger, Bob Hope, Madeleine 


| Carroll, Buddy Rogers, Dick Powell, | 


Landis, Virginia O’Brien, 


Dietrich, Tyrone 


Carole 
Marlene 


| Colbert, Jack Benny, Carol 
| Myrna Loy, Melvyn Douglas, Anna 
| May Wong and Merle Oberon. 
Writers Line Up 


lined up to prepare sketches and 
other material for the players. Pro- 
duction committee has also been set 
up in New York to write material 
for performers and provide original 
stuff for the shows of next summer 
and winter. Present units had to be 
made up and sent out so quickly 
there was little time for any such 
polishing. 

On the New York production com- 
mittee are Sylvia Fine (Mrs. Danny 
Kaye), Edward Duryea Dowling and 
Max Liebman. Miss Fine, in addi- 
tion, has written an official USO-CSI 
song and turned over copyright to 
CSI. Called ‘Keep ’Em Laughing,’ 
it will be used in connection with 
the shows and is being published 
commercially by Music Publishers 
Holding Corp. All royalties and 
profits go to CSI. 





the problem of getting more. If a} 


Hollywood people | 


Power, | 
| Kay Francis, Betty Grable, Claudette | 
Bruce, | 


To make the appearances of the | 
stars count for more than just a ‘Hi- | 
Ya,’ group of Coast writers has been | 


ruling by the police commissioner 
that spots must close their doors at 
2 a.m. hereafter. 

A 1939 ruling, which permitted 
operations until 4 a.m., thus has been 
rescinded, although liquor sales have 
never been fegal after 2. 





New Toledo Nitery 
New night club near Toledo will 
be opened Feb. 19. 
Near the Ohio-Michigan _ state 
line, it is called the Hollywood. 


wire-walker, who thinks that Cleve-| 


Two days before | 
he was skedded to open at Alpine} 


Summing up his series of mishaps | 


Mpls. Nitery for $10,850, 


| 


N.Y. License Dept. 





Collaboration 


With AGVA Flayed by Agent Group 





| Chicago Ups Recreation 


_ Facilities for Servicemen 


} 
Chicago, Jan. 27. 

Amusement and Recreation Divi- 
sion of the Chicago Commission on 
National Defense continues obtaining 
all-out cooperation for the service 
men in Chicago. Laiest exploit was 
the offer from 16 swimming pools 
and 41 bowling alleys in Chicago 
which will admit service men free 
of charge. 


Service men in Chicago are ad- 
mitted to pass into legit theatres, 
picture houses at reduced prices, re- 
ceive special rates in nite clubs and 
hotels, get free shows of the best 
pictures and live talent at the Ser- 
vice Center, free dancing and danc- 
ing instructions and many other 
items, all through the efforts of the 
Amusement and Recreation Division, 

Division is also working on a plan 
whereby, in the near future, new and 
larger quarters will be available for 
the service men. The present center, 
the site of the former Elks Club, has 
already proved too small, although it 
can accommodate fully 6,000 service 
men daily. 


MPLS. HAS 2 BURLEYS, 
MOST IN 20 YEARS 


Minneapolis, Jan. 27. 

Gayety, operated by company 
headed by David Gillman, goes from 
modified to all-out burlesque and 
(eliminates films under new policy, 
|giving Minneapolis two burlesque 
|houses, the most in more than 20 
| years, There'll be continuous per- 
|formances with four shows a day 
land prices boosted to 33c in the 
afternoons and 55c at nights. 
The Alvin, Hirsch-Katz house, has 
ja 99c top and two performances a 
day, matinee and night, with all 

















| seats reserved. Hirsch and Katz 


|operated the Gayety for 15 years 
before they moved uptown to the 
Alvin, located in the heart of the 
theatrical district. 


9 Donahues Now 7 


Detroit, Jan. 27, 
The Nine Dancing Donahues are 
now down to seven. First to leave 
was Denny, assigned to the Coast 
Artillery in the State of Washington. 
Then Dick enlisted in the Air Corps. 
Mr. and Mrs. Emmett Donahue and 








the remaining five brothers and sis-! 





ters will carry on. 





The proposed collaboration bee 
;tween the New York License De- 
partment and the American Guild 
,of Variety Artists on the regulation 
|of talent agents received a frontal 
attack last week, when Hymie Gold- 
stein led a delegation from his As- 
sociated Agents of America before 
UN. Y. License Commissioner Paul 
|Moss. Also in the van of the pro- 
| testing group was Murray Lane, at 
the helm of a group in opposition to 
AGVA and who was once on the 
payroll of the defunct American 
Federation of Actors. 

Commissioner Moss, who also in- 
vited Jonas T. Silverstone, AGVA’s 
counsel, to be present, granted the 
delegation a hearing and the first 
one who opened up was Lane. His 
blast was strictly against AGVA and, 
after Silverstone pointed out that 
Lane was not an agent and thus had 
no reason to participate in what was 
strictly an agency matter, Moss 
clamped down on Lane’s outburst. 

That cued Goldstein to take the 
floor and he lambasted the ‘deal’ be- 
tween Commissioner Moss and 
AGVA as an effort by the perform- 
ers’ union to ‘use the License De- 
partment’ to force agents to accept 
franchising by AGVA. He said he 
didn’t think a city department or 
official should be a part of such 
‘unionizing.’ 

One of the group present at the 
hearing said Goldstein’s charges ap- 
peared to ‘immediately awaken’ Moss 
to the ‘complexion’ of the AGVA- 
License Department ‘deal.’ When 
Moss started to hedge, Silverstone is 
said to have argued that there was 
no unionizing intent in the deal, but 








an effort by AGVA to help the Li-« 


| cense Department live up to regu- 
jlations in granting employment 
agency licenses. 

City licensing rules call for the 
Commissioner to hold a hearing on 
the fitness of applicants. In the deal 
with AGVA, Commissioner Moss 
agreed to notify AGVA whenever 
an agent applied for a license. This 
would permit AGVA, if it had any 
evidence against the agent, to pre- 
sent it at a hearing. In turn, AGVA 
agreed not to franchise any agent 
unless he was first city licensed. 

Silverstone pointed out to Moss 
that the deal could not possibly be 
termed as ‘unionizing’ inasmuch as 
those agents already licensed were 
not affected. He also brought out 
that Goldstein’s group did not ap- 
pear with clean hands, as four agents 
in the delegation were not licensed. 
This surprised Moss, but he never- 
theless insisted that AGVA and 
Goldstein’s group talk things over 
and attempt to reach a settlement. 

Associated Agents of America, de- 





spite its title, is strictly a N. Y. 
group of small club and nitery tal- 
ent salesmen. 














Opening February 2 


Cafes' Newest Personality Attraction 


ELAINE BARRIE BARRYMORE 


TIC TOC CLUB, Montreal 


| 2 Weeks—Beginning Feb. 18 





CLUB BALI, Philadelphia 


EXCLUSIVE DIRECTION 


Ambassador Hotel, N. Y. 


PAUL SMALL MANAGEMENT CORP. 
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46 HOUSE REVIEWS 


STRAND, N. Y. 





Bob Chester Orch (13), with Betty 
Bradley, Gene Howard, Cy Baker; 
Georgia Price, Kay, Katya & Kay; 
‘All Through the Night’ (WB), re- 
viewed in ‘Variety’ Dec. 3, ‘41. 





Bob Chester’s 13-piece band. plus 
two soloists (Gene Howard and 
Betty Bradley), which is steadily 
gaining in popularity. forms the 


background for this week’s 50-min- | 


ute stageshow Supporting talent 
includes Georgie Price. who was re- 
cently at the LaConga, New 
and the dance frio of Kay, Katya and 
Kay, just back from South American 
dates. The in-person interlude adds 
up to pleasing entertainment, has 
been placed in a striking setting and 
received good stage routining. Light- 
ing is particularly effective. 

Playing the sax, maestro Chester 


works in a modest manner and dis- | 


plays pleasant personality. His band 
figures in numerous numbers, some 
on the hot side but varied sufficient- 
ly to suit average taste. A recent 
recording is ‘Wait Till the Sun Shines. 
Nellie.’ with Chester on the sax and 
Miss Bradley as Nellie while the 
bandmen double as chorus. In an- 
other number, an old pop, Cy Baker, 
band trumpeter, is featured down- 
stage in a solo. Baker, tops on the 
trumpet, is a decided asset to the 
Chester crew. 

Miss Bradley appears early, sing- 
ing two numbers in sweet, swingy 
style. She scores, as does Howard, a 
recent addition to the orchestra, 
whose chore also consists of two 
songs. Howard does not sell his 
soloing very strongly, but when 
caught was liked immensely and he 
could have encored. 

Price is doing 13 minutes of old- 
time vaudeville, opening with ‘At the 
Early Bird Matinee,’ plus some steps, 
then going into ‘Bye, Bye Blackbird.’ 
Impressions of Harry Richman, Al 
Jolson, Eddie Cantor and George 
Jessel, some of which are on the 
burlesque side, follow, while for the 
close the pint-sized entertainer has 
a good parody on a recent pop with 
a fire insurance twist. Went over 
nicely. 

The Kay-Katya-Kay dance three- 
some of two men and a woman ap- 
pears in two good routines, one along 
adagio lines, the other with the girl 
as a toy doll and on her toes. Girl 
forces her smile and personality 
somewhat in the circus tradition. 

Char. 


CHICAGO, CHI 





Chicago, Jan. 24. 
Les Brown Orch (17) with Ralph 
Young, Betty Bonney, Alan Stone, 


Fred Sanborn, Martez & Delita, Chi-| 





York, } 


snappy start with ‘Tear It Down.’ 
First of the acts, Adrianna and 
Charley contribute novelty, skill, un- 
usual stunts and a 
comedy in their bouncing trampoline 
act Woman is the understander 
whose sensational balancing of male 
|partner, as she catches him on the 
| bounce, evokes applause. The man’s 
triple and sidewise somersaults from 
bouncing starts are also tops. 

Attractive Bennett Sisters have an 
inning with ‘Booglie Wooglie Piggie 
and ‘He’s A-1 in the Army, putting 
‘over both numbers cleverly. McCoy 
gets in the groove on the cornet dur- 
ing ‘Basin Street Blues.’ Bob Nelson 
| then scores with an effective piano 
| arrangement of ‘Concerto in B.” Ben- 
| nett Sisters return for rhythmic tap- 
| ping. 


Carroll and Howe, mixed combo, ! 


stopped the show with comedy pat- 
ter. gags and dancing. Girl imi- 
‘tates a trumpet playing ‘Lady Be 
| Good,’ team then going into a fast 
| dancing finish. 

Band’s male singer, Freddy Stew- 
art. has ’em using their palms after 
‘This Love of Mine,’ ‘White Cliffs of 
| Dover’ and ‘Yes Indeed.’ 
| Joining forces, the Bennett Sisters 
| and Stewart hit the target again with 
‘Daddy. A trio of the musicians 
'clown through ‘You Are My Sun- 
| shine.’ 

Condos Brothers, of course, are the 

last word in rhythmic and other foot 
| pedaling, sock as always. 

‘Sugar Blues’ brings the show to a 
finale. Rees. 


ADAMS, NEWARK 


Newark, Jan. 23. 
Eddy Duchin’s Orch (12), with 
Lew Sherwood, Tony Leonard, June 
Robbins, Johnny Drake; Jean, Jack 
|& Judy (3), the Stapletons (2), Bob 
| Neller; ‘The Perfect Snob’ (20th). 











Adams’ present vaude show is one 
of the neatest and liveliest in 
months. 

Eddy Duchin’s swingy, sophisti- 
cated orchestra does extremely well 
and ably assists the remaining acts. 
Duchin leads off with a pulsating 
arrangement of ‘Saint Cecilia’ and 
displays some clever’ key-board 
work. 

femaining band numbers include 

‘Begin the Beguine,’ handled with 
| appropriate zest, ‘You Are Every- 
thing’ and ‘In Old Brazil,’ latter both 
pleasant anc easy to listen to. 


Johnny Drake, band _ vocalist, 
lashes a_ sturdy, even baritone, 
at his best with ‘Saint Cecilia.’ 


Jean, Jack and Judy, two femmes 
and a male, uncork original 
complex somersault routines which 
are both laugh-provoking and ex- 
citing. Crisp all the way, act drew 
vigorous audience returns. 





The Stapletons, mixed cOmbo tap- 
cago Ballet (16); ‘You Belong to| sters, alg impressed with fresh 
Me’ (Col), style. Present standard material, 

Se rae Be but with a speed and skill of striking 


‘ the brightest | quality. 
young men in popular music, Les 
Brown has galloped up plenty of 


| Last part of their act con- 
| sists of a tap drama in panto, dif- 
ferent but not as interesting as .their 


rungs to rate close to the top pop | fast stepping earlier. 


orchestras. 


Brown’s arrangements in current 
show are noteworthy, particularly } 


his ‘Marche Slav’ and ‘Anvil Chorus. 


ody intact. 

Brown's orchestra is 
times. It has power, 
thenticity which is due to novel a1 
rangements. 


solid at al 


Betty Bonney, the femme vocalist 
with the band, sings well and flashes 





Aatiittive tie. Tatoh Yeuas male | erat pen ag) mag he: (pales choice of tunes, 

vocalist, turns in a satisfactory per- Sh ss aan 70 wre ie ng eats Jaff es ee Paced by Hines’ excellent pianoing, 
formance. Alan Stone handles the ro Mh. Cs. Baltimore. Jan. 24 band is perhaps the best rounded in 
band’s comedy department efficiently. a? oe ee) Lou Breese Orch (15) with Gladys|its class. Beginning with a session | 
Fred Sanborn cleaned up with hi GOLDEN GATE. S. F Tell, Skip Morr. Steve Bowers, Barry|of jump numbers, it impresses as a 
standard clowning and comedy xylo- | ’ P °* |Warren; Dick Todd, The et edn musical aggregation, then 
phone work. ‘He drew laughs on his c —— | (2), Three Stooges; ‘Dr. Kildare’s| bringing forth its staff of vocalists 
walk-on and from then on scored San Francisco, Jan, 22. | Victory’ (M-G). whose work gives the outfit a flex- 
throuchout. Jan Garber Orch (12), Lee Ben- ibility rare in such combos. Made- 
Martez and Delita scored with ex-| "ett, Fred Heilbron, Parkyakarkus, | Current st: . . leine Green and the Three Varieties 
cellent head-balancing stuff. Man|Louvd & Willis, Peggy O’Neill line| ,~Urrent stage layout is biggest! (sax men) interpret vocal arrange- 
works well and handles the top-| (12); “Ball of Fire’ (RKO). et + taney with extra shows 0n|ments to plug recordings opening 
mounting femme with skill. Ballet} eM ar a — further swelling STOSS. | with ‘Boy With Wistful Eyes’ then, at 
work was up to the usual high Chi-| Odd booking for a name band is sili d vers of _,mouth naturally | various ‘times, ‘It Had to Be Yon,’ 
cago Ballet standard. |the setup here which has Garber eg P Three Stooges have been | ‘I Got It Bad.” Well done 
Biz big at last show Friday (23) coming in on the fourth and final ae ~ B 3 ona ge to good b.o. | Hines gives out one session of the} 
Gold. | week of ‘Ball of Fire.’ That possibly tetagene ‘ sel aaa a Todd, hewcomers, | stuff that earned him his ‘Father’ 
oe jaccounts for the somewhat letharvic he what a hearty welcome from stub- | cognomen, soloing several standards | 

| presentation. : ’ with tasty accompanime is work] 

ORPHEUM MPLS. | Theme filters through the curtains.| _ Fronting his combo of six brass.|set a full hou’ one gga Regge 

lor "12 part on a zippy arrangement | five sax and four rhythm, Breese|particularly the leadoff thmic | 


Minneapolis, Jan. 24. 
McCoy Orch. (13) with 
Sisters & Freddy Stewar 


Clyde 
Bennett 


Adrianna & Charley, Carroll & Howe,| which Bennett baritones ‘When That} Guitars’ in 
Condos Brothers (2); ‘Week-End in| Spirit's Got You’ and ‘I Got It Bad.’| Plending of ‘Elmer’s Tune,’ 


Havana’ (20th), 





Annual Clyde McCoy visits over 


boxoffice sunshine to 
‘Sugar Blues’ outfit 


this 


Despite conventional arrangement 
of pops worn to a frazzle by repeti 
tion localites always 
strength for McCoy. 


McCoy’s pleasing personality and | 


his own trumpet 
provide the answer. 
Currently he is supported by thre 
first rate acts and a better-than 
average film. But undoubtedly it’ 
still the ‘sugar biues’ 


tooting 


big draw though the stage 


topnotch dancing. 


With McCoy emceeing, singing and 
on the trumpet, band gets off to a 


pep and au- 


turn out in| 


aggregation 
which is mainly responsible fer the 
show | 
holds an abundance of comedy and} 


Bob Neller, competent ventrilo- 
quist, kept audience happy through- 
out. 


gags 
singer, went big 


|a Lady Resist’ and ‘Choo Choo.’ Gal 
to audience encore demands. 

Lew Sherwood, Duchin’s 
eter, sings comedy versions of ‘Rose 
O’Day’ and ‘Pants Too Long.’ Other 





of ‘12th St. Rag,’ followed by ‘Rose| 2lso emcees at good 


|O’Day,’ with Lee Bennett 
4'in from the 


t,| House line 


wings for the 
then takes over 


vocal 


core, 





a 


Loyd 


s| novelty which lands. 
-| Band picks up again with 
pianos for ‘Concerto,’ 
| Hugo De Paul’s ivory impressions o 
Hoffman, Walier, Ellington, 


core. 
e 


-|down to vocal mimicry a la Bonnie} 


s| Baker and Mary Marlin. 


had the house howling. 


over fairly well. 


in for windup. Wern. 


smattering of! 


and ' 


trump- | 


walking 


after 


Loyd and Willis, tappers, follow | 
period of years always have brought with three okay routines last being | 

house. | particularly effective. 
is one of the|trasts an old time buck-and-wing | 
most popular of all name bands here. | with his partner’s ballet-tap,a groovy | 


two | 
seconded by 


Lopez 
possibly | and Duchin, which earned an en 


Trumpeteer Fred Heilbron_ steps 


Feature slot goes to Parkyakarkus. 


STATE, N. Y. 


Dick Powell, Johnny Woods; Har- 
| ris, Claire & Shannon, Will & Gladys 
Ahern, Bell Troupe (6), Ruby Zwer- 
‘ling House Orch; ‘Birth of the 
| Blues’ (Par). 








State offers an entertaining bill 
this session, topped by Dick Powell 
and spiced with a number of other 
attractive turns. It’s paced by mimic 
| Johnny Woods, doubling as m.c., and 
'finds Ruby Zwerling’s jhouse crew 
lout of the pit and on the boards to 
|provide better backing for per- 
| formers. 
| Powell has made great strides as a 
| vaude entertainer since last seen in 
these parts. For one thing, he has 
;acquired a sense of humor, kidding 
himself freely, an attribute some 
other Hollywoodites might do well to 
‘carbon. Secondly, he is not merely 
|making a personal appearance, but 
|has prepared an act. His pleasant- 
}sounding pipes stand him in good 
;stead, of course. Turn _ includes 
|spoofing about his being ‘Mr. Joan 
'Blondell’ and a_ neatly-contrived 
special number in which he works in 
tunes with which he was associated 
jin pictures. , 
| Breath-taking curtain-raiser is 
|provided the Bell Troupe, teeter- 
| board combo of four guys and two 
igals. They're terrific in jumps to 
shoulders three-high, amazing triple- 
somersaults in the air and a flock of 
other stunts on the see-saws. Every 
time they seem to have done just 
about everything possible, they come 
through with a little more. Only de- 
fect was in costuming, blue outfits 
matching perfectly the blue setting 
of the band in the background and 
making it a little difficult towsee. 

Woods is a capable m.c. and en- 
tertaining in a session on his own. 
He needs additional poise, however, 
should calm down and keep his 
nerves from making the audience ill 
at ease. Gets over some pretty good 
gags and an excellent novelty tune, 
in addition to accurate mimicry. 

Will and Gladys Ahern do a Will 
Rogers routine. Will spins his rope 
to accompaniment of comment on 
current affairs and clicks. He also 
does some terrific dancing in the 
Russian squat manner. Femme is a 
looker, working in attractive cos- 
tumes to display gams. She makes 
with the rope, dances, and the pair 
also does a bit of ballroom terp to- 
gether inside the spinning lariat. 

A bit on the siily side is the turn 
of Harris, Claire and Shannon.. It’s 
|; two gals and a guy in a serious ball- 
room dance routine. That always 
|leaves one extra girl, of course, 
| which keeps the guy busier than 
Mayor LaGuardia, flitting from one 
femme to the other to keep them 
both occupied. Once in a while the 
whole trio dances together, three in 
ja row, like sardines, which is sillier 
| yet. Exhibit some amazing lifts, 
however, guy, without looking it, 
showing surprising strength in grace- 
fully picking up the two gals at one 
time. Dropping the sister act and 
;}making it a normal ballroom dance 
j}team with concentration on those 
llifts would be an improvement. 
| State, incidentally, should 


| 
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| 
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{the film. 
Thursday), 


show 
back 


When caught (ast 
audience halfway 


audibly 


Herb 


HIPP, BALTO. 





pace, 


Acca A ftar ‘0A 1edlev«< Sret | 
8 hae et aw i A ce of medleys, first}adept at blues style. On late he 
*¢ sis g OO ark rac ana : , Ae , . aan o 
sisting ark Eyes’ and ‘Two | nevertheless sets himself solidly with 
cwinge 9 r Talat) 5 \* ’ r ; 
swing. and second a|‘Don’t Know What Love Is,’ ‘Biues in 


trumpeting in latter, Gladys Tell 


girl hoofing team, who 
smart brace of routines. 


f| ner, who sells well throughout 
Skip Morr steps down 
| trombone section to 


give out 


Ss 


Band follows with ‘Russian 


laby’ and an effective 


ie give 
Produces difficult songs, the | closer attention to the volume of its| 


‘ | ‘pickled eppers’ piece and routine |s j > -j : ing 
These arrangements of classic music | pepp p sound equipment during showing of 


to pop rhythms have the tempo yet|~ Jine Robbins 
maintain the impressive classic mel- | I 


alsc cees | Musical | ‘Honeysuckle ‘Rose,’ 
style, with zippy tempos, a decided 


‘Shrine 
Bennett’s smooth piping won an en- of St. Cecelia’ and ‘Spain’ with Breese 
t ,| solos ‘Without a Song.’ 
band vocalist, uncorks okay versions P 
of ‘Humpty Dumpty Heart’ and ‘I sj i i 
7 npty girls and two men, hi ; 
eing | Cot It Beds t a hot stride 
Session of music makes nice spot 
for the Billingtons, youthful boy-and- 
punch out 
: Femme is 
cute, contrasting in size to her part- 


from the 
with 
| ‘Chattanooga,’ properly in the groove 
but not in the right niche consider- 
ing the spotting of Dick Todd next 
Guy is the! for his session of more vocals. 


. Todd 
| high spot of the Garber menage and | 


handles pops expertly, begging off 
j after ‘Why Can’t We Do This More 
| Often,’ ‘White Cliffs of Dover,’ ‘Rose 
Material pretty much dated, but gets; O'Day’ and ‘Shepherd’s Serenade.’ 

Garber gives his | 
fiddle a workout, the band coming 


Lul- 
glee-club de- 
‘livery of ‘Bill of Rights’ led by Steve 


Bowers, who lays down his bull fid- 
dle for the stint. Another bandsman, 
Barry Warren, kicks in with some 
clowning and an okay vocal of ‘Love 
of Mine. Sets it up nicely for the 
Three Stooges, who have only to 
move an eyebrow to get laughs here. 
Boys’ familiar routine of gags and 
phoney version of a high-class play 
all good for continuous response. 
Biz big. Burm, 


EARLE, PHILLY 








Philadelphia, Jan. 25. 
Louis Prima Orch with Leon 
| Prima, Lily Ann Carol, Jimmy Vin- 
cent, Sol Marcus, Burns Twins & 
Evelyn, Roy Davis, Eddie Bracken; 
‘Cadet Girl’ (20th). 





Plenty of zingo in Louis Prima’s 
crew. A trifle on the loud side, it 
clicks big with the youngsters. 

In the vocal department, brunet 
Lily Ann Carol’s phiz and chassis are 
better than her pipes. The alliga- 
tors didn’t seem to mind, however, 
giving her plenty of encouragement. 

Prima gang tees off with ‘Georgia 
Brown’ and then blends into a 
medley. Initial act is Burns Twins 
and Evelyn, adequate terping turn 
with Evelyn doing a spectacular bit 
of tapping on her toes in ballet slip- 
pers. 

Louis Prima’s brother, Leon, leads 
the ‘sextet’ (there are only five in 
it) through some fast specialty num- 
bers. Roy Davis almost halts the 
proceedings midway with his very 
funny phonograph act, in which he 
goes through the motions while the 
discs do the talking. 

Among the recordings getting the 
Davis treatment with hilarious effect 
are Danny Kaye's ‘Dinah,’ Bing 
Crosby’s ‘Lullabye’ and _ Bonnie 
Baker’s ‘You'd Be Surprised.’ 

Prima then unleashes his torrid 
trumpet for a few hot licks with 
‘Rocking Chair’ and ‘Chant of the 
Grooves.’ Sol Marcus, pianist, fol- 
lowing, solos in his own composition, 
be the World on Fire,’ to good re- 
sults. 

Eddie Bracken, co-headlining with 
the band, has plenty of stage pres- 
ence and ability. His turn consists of 
several comic impersonations includ- 
ing one of a guy who has lockjaw, 
a fit of stutters and St. Vitus dance 
at the same time. Also imitates a 
baseball pitcher and boxer in pan- 
tomine, all adding up to nifty enter- 
tainment. 

Show winds up with a novelty 
band number, ‘Daddy,’ then fades 
with ‘Sing,’ drummer Johnny Vin- 
cent, 18-year-old phenom banging 
away as the curtain falls. 

Near capacity house at 
caught. 


APOLLO, N. Y. 


show 
Shal. 








Earl Hines Orch (16) with LeRoy 
Harris, Billy Eckstein, Madeleine 
| Green, Three Varieties; Four Macks, 
1\Son & Sonny, Sahji, Ralph Cooper, 
| Virginia Harris, ‘Forced Landing’ 
(Par). 





| Earl Hines’ big band and outside 


STANLEY, PITT _ 





Pittsburgh, Jan. 23 
Cab Calloway Orch (16), Anise & 
Aland, Honi Coles, Paul, Dinky g 
Eddy, Rug Cutters (6), Cabaliers 
(4), Cozy Cole, Jonah Jones, Cab 
Jivers (6); ‘Design for Scandar 
(M-G). 





As usual, Cab Calloway show js 
60 minutes of dynamite. Not a dul] 
minute as Cab, indefatigable as ever 
blazes through like an abandoned 
primitive. He's still one of the hard. 
est-working maestroes to shake a 
stick at the union and the gang takes 
its cue from him. Whatever is on 
the stage, Cab’s trademark predomi- 
nates though not at the expense of 
the added turns. 

Acts all- belong and Calloway 
drives each and every one of them 
into a white heat. As for his band, 
it’s about the best the Cab has ever 
batoned and with them, as with Cal- 
loway, jazz, or its modern counter. 
part, jive, is something that has to 
come out. At any rate, that’s how 
they impress their audience. 

Band is in perpetual motion from 
start to finish, from opening of ‘Min- 
nie the Moocher’ which, with Callo- 
way, has achieved the proportions 
of a classic, to the congarhumba cur- 
tain that fills the stage with a dusky 
din. On the drums, of course, Cal- 
loway has a marvel in Cozy Cole 
and, on the trumpet, another in 
Jonah Jones. He features them 
smartly without overdoing it, partic- 
ularly in the sextet he calls the Cab 
Jivers, which also has sax, bass, gui- 
tar and xylophone. Their session 
down front is a jivin’ jubilee and 
had the balcony swaying. 

Another highspot is Calloway’s re- 
tailing of jive lingo, dressed up in 
a long-brimmed Lenox avenue Stet- 
son, preceding band’s torrid version 
of ‘Knock Me Some of That Fine 
Jive.’ End of this one brings on 
the Rug Cutters, three boys and 
three girls, who knock themselves 
out in a terp routine that. goes all 
the way from grind to Lindy Hop. 
Kids are on several times, show- 
stoppers with each appearance, par- 
ticularly when Calloway goes along 
with them. 

Paul, Dinky and Eddy, three lads 
of assorted sizes, are socko with trick 
legmania into which they inject 
some pantomimic comedy based on 
their business with a house mike that 
keeps moving up and down: Anise 
& Aland are a good-looking couple 
who also flash some slick terps, and 
Honi Coles is a lanky tapster who 
comes on early and helps set the 
pace at the outset. Lot of dancing, 
some in every turn, but it doesn’t 
seem like too much in Calloway’s 
show since it helps maintain the 
tempo. Besides, there’s never the 
impression of acts coming on and 
going off, so neatly are they tied in 
with the band itself. 

Calloway’s current lineup consists 
of five sax, seven brass, guitar, bass, 
drums and piano. Mob here couldn't 
get enough of it. House full top 
and bottom. Quohen, 





;acts put up a neat 70 minutes of 
|stage time here this week, major 


ri4 ‘ T= s . y? 67,, ° ° rn . . : ; 
with ‘He’s 1-A in the Army,’ ‘Can!on the main floor was complaining | portion of the running time being 


’ ; I of its inability to hear the] allotted to Hines and an unusually | Tommy 
has appealing voice and responded Bing Crosby-Mary Martin dialog 


large, for a colored band, group of 
|singers. Made up of four trumpets, 
| three trombones, five sax, and four 
iThythm the combo clicks solidly 
despite a slight dragginess due to 


: . Billy Eckstein, 
band’s male vocalist, is particularly 


| Night’ and ‘Hello Baby,’ last a blues, 
LeRoy Harris, one of Varieties, early 
He’s fair. 

Four Macks, roller quartet of two 


up front with a bag of wheeled tricks 
that are outstanding. Some of the 
stuff they do is breath-taking. Son 
and Sonny, a vocal-tap pair get off 
some clever taps and Harlem terps 
between ’em. Their stuff is clever 
and nimbly done, but of limited ap- 
peal as routined. Vocals are mean- 
ingless. 

Sahji, torso-tosser, gets in a fast 
few minutes of wiggles and bumps. 
While she cashed in here, turn means 
little outside of Harlem. 
Cooper, Harlem’s fave movie actor, 


gets little to do, in company with 
Virginia Harris, femme house foil. 
His stint is a time-worn burlesque 
iskit, one that chalks up laughs none- 
| theless, Wood. 





° | 
rhythmic | 


Ralph 


STATE, HARTFORD 


Hartford, Jan. 24. 
| Sammy Kaye Orch with 3 Kadets, 
Ryan, Maury Gross, Alan 
| Foster, 3 Smart Girls, Sue Ryan, 
| Sam Kaplan House Band; ‘Man from 
| Headquarters’ (Mono). 








Sammy Kaye may hail from Cleve- 
| land but localites consider him a 
}local boy. First eastern date for the 
| Swing orch was a breakin date at the 
state here in the spring of ’38, Since 
then Kaye has gone a long way and 
|he needs no drum beating when com- 
ing here. 

Stage lineup is light, being filled 
in by two outside acts; but maintains 
}a neat pace and is entertaining while 
| Kaye’s marquee strength keeps the 
| tellers at the b.o. busy. First outside 
jact is 3 Smart Girls, hoofers. Femmes 


/}out once for keen unison tapping, 
| climaxing with acro stuff and terp- 
ing. Reappear later in a gypsy num- 
ber attired in colorful costumes, 
banging away at tamborines. 

Sue Ryan is other outside turn. 
Comedienne has a socko bit in her 


vocal stunting. Unleashes un- 
bounded reserve of vocal strength 
and has excellent mike presentation. 
Whacks out a potpourri of hectic 


lvocals, touched off with skilled 
mugging. 

Kaye aggregation, consisting of 
two trumpet, two trombone, four 


rhythm and four sax impresses as 8 
crack musical unit. Has a book of 
old faves and stays in the sweet 
groove most of the way also backing 
up the two acts. Maestro spends 
most of the time leading the band, 
occasionally coming through with @ 
clarinet work. 
Vocalling by band boys is given & 
strong play. Kaye has a trio, tagged 
3 Kadets, out for chirping and also 
spots three other band boys in voca 
‘efforts at various times. Recent 
band recordings, ‘Dear Mom,’ an 





| ‘Pearl Harbor,’ drew hefty audience 


returns, 
Latter portion of Kaye presenta- 


is a name draw in this area, but he| tion devoted to the ‘So You Want te 


efforts 9° 


|Lead a Band’ novelty, p 
registerins 


| wouldbe stick swishers 


| belly laffs. 
| Biz good Icst show Friday (23) 
| night. 
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~~ MET, BOSTON 


Boston, Jan. = : 

o’Brien, Harry James Orc 

oh) with Jimmy Saunders, Corky 
rcoran, Helen Forrest; Ray & Trent, 
Virginia Austin; ‘Sullivan’s Travels 


(Par). 





t at O’Brien and Harry 
Ba Ran! are new for Boston 

ide, and the combination is a 
ha ner for this deluxer. Band takes 
i sect of the running time and 
O’Brien closes the bill without the 
tage orch. Film star makes one of 
the best showings among the picture 

rformers who have come east on 
vaude tours. While he has only an 
outline of an act, he gets over im- 


iately through likeable stage 
ence An advance trailer show- 
ng brief bits from his starring roles 


jn ‘Knute Rockne’ and ‘Fighting 
g9th’ serves as a buildup. . 
o’Brien gets a good hand for his 
dramatic bit from ‘Knute Rockne 
film. then goes into a recitation of 
‘america, with due credit to Helen 
Hayes, who originated the idea. In 
the hands of a less skillful player 
this bit might have been sloppy, but 
O’Brien makes it count. His finish 
wows ‘em. Going all-out Irish, he 
does several rounds of a ditty called 
‘Shake Hands with Your Uncle 
Mike,’ neatly supported v Henry 
Kalis and the house band in the pit. 
He talks, sings, jigs and waltzes in 
McCoy Irish, the local clan catching 
on instantly, clapping tempo and 
calling him back for encores. 


Morton Downey ana O'Brien 
the only performers caught in 
ast several years who can sell 
frish to the Boston Irish. _ 

Harry James brings in a _ top 
swingeroo outfit and, as a group, 
they click best in ‘Blues in the 
Night,’ ‘Two o’'Clock Jump’ and 
‘Trumpet Rhapsody,’ a sort of bed- 
lam in brass. Virginia Austin, pup- 
peteer, and Ray and Trent, risley 
artists, are valuable assets on the 
bill. Miss Austin’s act has several 
novel twists, among them trick of 
making a large puppet manipulate 
a smaller one which lifts and _ car- 
ries a third doll, Ray and Trent 


are 
the 
the 


demonstrate their exceptional rou- 
tine of straight and comic risley, 
rating plaudits every time they 


pause for breathers. é 
Helen Forrest, band vocalist, does 
four numbers and a short encore of 


‘Apple Blossom, clicking nicely. 
Best is ‘I Said No. Jimmy Saun- 


ders sings three tunes, all in limpid 
style. Two numbers would have 
been sufficient, judging from recep- 
tion. His ‘Everything I Love’ is 
okay, and a change of pace would 
improve the general effect. 

Rating attention are the scenic 
designer, who turned out a stunner 
for the band, and Henry Kalis, for 
his special music for the ‘March of 


Dimes’ collection. Ox. 
(NEWSREELS) 
This is a sad commentary, either 


on quality of news coverage or same- 
ness resulting from _ censorship. 
About 30 minutes of running time is 
not from the newsreels, consisting of 
‘Tanks Are Coming,’ Warner Bros. 
two-reel short; ‘Truth or Conse- 
quences,’ ‘Kaltenborn Edits the News’ 
and Tex McCrary war editorial, all 
Embassy specials 

Paramount has generally shown 
One clip covers Singapore (not very 
exciting), another is a glimpse of the 
Russian front where cold weather 


tories in Libya. Par also has the 
exploit of a Long Island navy man 
who sank a Jap ship with a mosquito 
boat.Narration is wobbly in some of 
these clips. ; 

Again, with interviews of rescued 
sfamen from the S. 
newsreel comes up with a bright 
yarn. Same reel claims the story 
on the Free French seizure of islands 
St. Pierre and Miquelon off Canada 
a8 an exclusive. It is obviously a 
newsreel emanating from 
French crew, being vivid and crisply 
told. Paramount’s 
President Roosevelt’s birthday and 
the ‘March of Dimes’ for paralysis 
relief are dramatic bits. 

20th-Fox Movietone chips in with 
a pertfnent lineup, showing closeups 


€neral MacArthur, in the Far East 


Nusele. Same newsreel depicts 
e agara Falls frozen by sub-zero 
mperatures, and some passable 


Shorts shots, 
Niversal makes something of the 
ec Neighbor Pan-American parley 
view i Aires; some additional 
earl rom Honolulu show heroes of 
ored Harbor onslaught being hon- 
on the athe has a newsworthy yarn 
down bodin patties trying to bring 
in whic les from the wrecked plane 
life ich Carole Lombard lost her 


hig altenborn continues strong with 
Prann elligent replies on why Vichy 
oy won't lose her navy to the 

on Ae Italian situation, and why 

the Ge as stood up so well against 
* ermans. Tex McCrary is better 

cent] Sual, with Henry Taylor, re- 
y returned from Europe, ex- 


Dlaining that <tcr; : 
Ness ~ — stories of Nazi weak- 
‘anda. 





Newsree] theatre’ 


coverage on 


what purports to be a typical ‘Truth 
or Consequences’ radio broadcast is 
surprisingly unfunny. ‘Tanks Are 
Coming,’ in color, is timely, showing 
what had been accomplished as early 
as last June in mechanizing a com- 
plete army unit. Wear. 


KEITH’S BOSTON 





Boston, Jan. 23. 

Glen Gray and Casa Loma Orches- 
tra (16), Connie Boswell, Pee Wee 
Hunt, Kenny Sargent, Sunny Rice, 
Sid Tomack & Reis Bros. (2); ‘Call 
Out the Marines’ (RKO). 

This is Connie Boswell’s return to 
the stage after nearly two years. 
Judging. from reception here, slick 
song stylist remains exceedingly 
popular in vaude. Opening show she 
delivered six numbers, three best 
being ‘Blues in the Night,’ ‘I Got It 
Bad’ and ‘White Cliffs of Dover.’ All 
her vocal arrangements are _ tops 
without going too far on the flashy 
side. Glen Gray and his erew came 
through with a swell accompaniment, 
without any rehearsal, combination 
sounding as if they had been work- 
ing together for weeks. Miss Bos- 
well was booked in sometime after 
the band for this date, and the orch 
had no opportunity to play her tunes 





Glen Gray band show is 
much okay. They do a stand-out job 
on ‘Concerto’ and ‘Chattanooga,’ lat- 
ter fronted by Pee Wee Hunt’s vocal. 
Hunt also clicks in ‘Strutters’ Ball.’ 
Kenny Sargent skillfully fended off 
heckling down front and turned it 
into an asset when he hit a medley 
which included ‘Shepherd Serenade.’ 
The muggs out-whistled him, at his 
invitation, and then rewarded him 
with a big hand for his smooth 
warbling. Sunny Rice is on early 
for stylized taps, touched with semi- 
ballet movements, and comedy turn 
on the bill is provided by Sid 
Tomack and the two Reis Brothers. 
Latter take some time to get going, 
bogging down in the patter depart- 
ment. Trio indicates hoofing skill and 
might do well to cash in on this in- 
stead of sluffing so-so comedy. They 
build to a good finish however, get- 
ting over nicely with impressions of 
the Mills Bros. and a clever slant 
on ‘Sonny Boy.’ One of the boys is 
‘Sonny,’ shooting questions to the 





originality in editing and coverage. | 


has been a factor in the Nazi retreat, | 
while third is about the Allied vic-| 


S. Malay, Par | 


the Free | 


treatment of | 


of Genera] Wavell, Admiral Hart and | 


me ere sO much propa- | 


other two lads who answer them 
with the lyric, as it progresses. 


with a wide range of illustrated arti- 


cles, including one for Hitler, 
their chart. 
Okay biz morning show. Fox. 


Shubert, New Haven 


New Haven, Jan. 23. 


Claude Thornhill Orch (17) with 


Stewart, Dick Harding; Tryon Sisters 
(2), Jack McCoy, Lime Trio, Nora 
Williams, Sharkey the Seal; Harry 
Berman House Orch; Shorts 
Newsreels. 








After popping in and out of band- 
vaude sessions with one-day (Sun- 
day) stands, Shubert has brought in 
the Claude Thornhill aggregation for 
a three-day spell, opening night (23) 
that the this 
more satis- 


indicating take 


will 


| biz 
| weekend be than 
| factory. 

| In addition to emceeing the show, 
| Thornhill is extremely adept in his 
department at the He 
makes no attempt to put himself 
across per se but he presents an A-l 
troupe of musicians in a_ polished 
routine that hits about every type of 
arrangement. Alternately pacing the 
|show and backing the various turns, 


own piano. 


|band turns in a swell job. Working 


outfits against blue 


in blue 


and j 
| who 


with her before the show opened. | 
very | 


Closer is a nutty Schnitzlebank idea, | 


Lillian Lane, Martha Wayne, Buddy | 


| young 
| triple trapeze, 


STRAND, BROOKLYN 


Martha Raye, Berry Bros. (3). 
Frankie Masters Orch (16) with 
Phyllis Myles, Lou Hurst, Buddy 


Shiffman, Swingmasters (4), Woody 
Kessler; ‘Public Enemies’ (Rep). 


Martha Raye added to her rep as a 
potent picture house draw here this 
past weekend. She got a royal wel- 
come from Brooklynites at show 
caught. Clicked with a couple of 
vocals and cleaned up, as usual, with 
her eccentric comedy. 

‘Mr. Paganini’ continued to be one 
of Miss Raye’s best comedy song bits, 
while she handled hecklers and in- 
opportune requests for tunes with 
skill. Wound up with ‘5 o’Clock 
Whistle,’ gagging that she hoped to 


gerald version. 

Backed by smooth, rhythmic 
Frankie Masters orchestra on stage, 
lineup ran with clock-like precision 
and ease. The colored Berry Bros., 
only other outside act besides Miss 
| Raye, panicked ’em with their socko 
hoofing. Their flying splits and spins, 
plus leap where one of boys lands 
feet first around neck of partner for 
a climaxer, confirms them as first- 
rate musical timbre. 

For the rest it’s the Masters band, 





which is good musically, though 
weak on specialists. Phyllis Myles, 
vocalist, by far the best, comes 


big score. Louis Hurst misses with 
a sure-fire number such as ‘White 
Cliffs of Dover,’ which drew 
plause at mere mention of title. 

Masters emcees amiably' and 
warbles too. On occasion he’s the 
fourth of the Swingmasters, billed 
as a quartet. Swingmasters, conven- 
tional] in style, are in for a couple of 
numbers with band, impressing 
mildly with ‘Polly Wolly Doodle,’ in 
which Miss Myles also appears. ‘Ten 
Little Bottles’ is an okay band 


ing presented against dark back- 
ground. 

Woody Kessler, pianist, is spotted 
for ‘Concerto in B’ while other bands- 
men, such as Buddy Shiffman, clari- 
net, also get the spot briefly. 

Business capacity. Mori. * 








COLONIAL, DAYTON 


Dayton, O., Jan. 24. 
Laurel & Hardy, Chester Fred- 
ericks & Co., Judy Starr, Herzogs (5), 





on | Deval, Merle & Lee; ‘Go West, Young 


Lady’ (Col). 


First of a series of name-act line- 
ups brings Laurel and Hardy, with 
a sequence such as they do in pic- 
tures. It’s a piece where Hardy at- 
tempts to fill application for a driver’s 
license for Laurel and, of course, 
meets with the usual screwy answers. 
It panicked audience that howled for 
more and got Laurel’s weeping reci- 
tion of his ‘beautiful garden onions.’ 

Another Hollywoodite on the bill 
is Judy Starr, effervescent youngster 
brings forth a number of pop 
tunes including ‘Hi Neighbor,’ ‘Whit 
Cliffs of Dover,’ ‘Elmer’s Tune’ and 
her own double-talk version of ‘Three 
Little Fishes.’ : 

Five Herzogs, opening, has four 
ladies swinging high on a 
the fifth joining as a 





} 


volunteer from the audience. Plenty 
of thrills during daring catches, the 
last with one leg as fifth member of 
troupe swings far over the orchestra 
pit. 

Chester Fredericks and company 
the latter a pert young woman, of- 
fer eccentric soft-shoe taps and a 
fast tap called ‘Speeding It Up.’ Then 
| they give slap-happy idea of a high 
school jitterbug on first trip to a 


lights | 


and props, color reaction is favorable | 


and fits nicely as background for 
such numbers as ‘Autumn Nocturne,’ 
‘White Cliffs of Dover’ and ‘Blues in 
|the Night.’ While band is primarily 


brass, excellent variations also come 
|from a six-clarinet setup. 

Featured vocalists with the band 
fare Lillian Lane, Dick Harding, 


Martha Wayne and Buddy Stewart, 
| who register fairly well individually 
jand score nicely in a quartet ar- 
|rangement of ‘Blues in the Night.’ 

| Five acts comprise the vaude por- 
| tion of the bill, these being woven 
into the band pattern. Tryon Sisters 


(2) open with a cape-swing intro- 
duction, then go into rhythm acro- 
batics including a variety of neck 


spins. Turn has color, speed and 
skill. 


with a hodge-podge of offering that 


and a dance. 
early moments of his act, does a high 
school dance bit that’s too long but 
closes okay with a trick bottle dance. 
For novelty, next on, the Lime Trio 
standard contortion routine gets over 
big as usual. Nora Williams, who 
popularized ‘Piccolo Pete,’ shows 


of tunes for a good reception. 
Sharkey, the seal, rolls up a good 
laugh ‘score with an entertaining 
combo of tricks. 

Show runs 95 minutes, plenty long, 
but time doesn’t hang heavily. Harry 
| Berman’s house orch iii 
VUTle 





Jack McCoy is number two! 


includes a magic bit, impersonations | 
Lad fumbles through | 


how she did it and clowns a couple | 


dance hall. 
Deval, Merle and Lee, two men and 


girl, close with a nutty ballroom 
dancing routine. Th.ee bécome en- 
tangled as they go into an adagio 
| that develops into a burlesque. Old 
| stuff but neatly done. Kany. 
' ———_—______ 
TOWER, K. C. 
Kansas City, Jan. 24 

T« d W ee Ls Orch (12) with Elmo 
Tanner, Perry Como; Margery Daye 
Mardoni & Louise, Nonchalants (3) 
‘Perfect Snob’ (20th). 

Ted Weems’ band unit returns the 
Tower to string of bands and other 
junit attractions which began with 


|the holiday season and wil! continue 
|for next few weeks. In line with 
improved attraction prices were 
| tilted to 50c. top and the Weems unit 
|is a good buy at this scale. The 55- 
minute show is a well paced com- 
bination of music.and standard acts. 

Orch swings into lead with ‘La 
Rosita’ and ‘Concerto’ and Weems 
designates first solo inning to Elmo 
Tanner. Whistler rolls off ‘Ciri Biri 


7 


Bin,’ ‘Stardust’ and ‘Nola’ is familiar | 


land highly acceptable style for 
hearty applause. As m.c. Weems 
calls on Mardoni to deliver his bag 


of magic tricks with aid of partner 
Louise and trio of audience aides. 
|Mystifier carries off his turn with 
monologue which dresses up his of- 
|fering which includes a clever rope 
land knot trick and a guillotine stunt 
that also registers. 

| Novelty singing portly Billy Blair 
newest addition to crew, also doubles 


thumner Comic chanting of 


1 
DaS: i 


through with ‘Blues in Night’ for a | 


ap- | 


novelty, illuminated instruments be- | 


|*‘Ding Dong Daddy’ and ‘Darktown 
Strutters Ball,’ self-accompanied on 
bass fiddle, gets by but should have 
| more volume. Margery Daye, in a 
| recent Universal film short with 
| Weems, follows with her standard 
|turn, a polished acrobatic and kick 
terp. 

Band does some special work on 
| Piccolo Pete,” by Phil 
| duced here by this same band a 
decade back. Parker Gibbs’ 
and Rosie McHarg’s piccolo playing 
send it across. Weems then calls 
another of his vets, warbler Perry 
Como, whose repertory of ‘White 
Cliffs of Dover,’ ‘Shepherd’s Sere- 
nade’ duo-ed with Tanner. 
nooga Choo Choo’ and ‘This 
|of Mine’ are solid entries. 
turn by the three Nonchalants works 


Love 


| fire of patter lifting their acro tricks 
considerably. Band handles closing 
assignment nimbly with drummer 
Orm Downes featured in a jivey 
‘Gambler’s Blues,’ Bud Dant’s re- 
arrangement of ‘St. James Infirmary.’ 
Stage attraction should help Tower 
;to a good week. Quin. 


P | Baxter, a/| 
Kansas City boy, which was intro- | 


vocals | 


‘Chaita- | 
Standard | 


make audience forget the Ella Fitz- | t0wWards a strong finish, clever cross- | 
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rangements then booted them both 
by using Miss Kelly for vocals. Not 
|even his clarinet saves them. 




















Harry James: ‘J. P. Dooley. 
‘Jughead’ (Col. 36487). 
|; won't help James’ cause and since 
{he has had very recent clicks it 
doesn’t seem a wise one. Originals, 
| they’re okay, particularly the first, 
|but there’s nothing outstanding in 
| them. ‘Dooley’ sides’ best point is 
| its smoothly jumping tempo; James 
and Helen Forrest vocal. Coupling 
|exhibits some good ensemble work, 
'but side as a whole is unexciting 
fare. ° 


| Jimmy Dorsey: ‘Arthur Murray 
|'Taught Me Dancing’—Not Mine’ 
| (Decca 4122). Tunes from Dorsey’s 
| film, ‘Fleet’s In,’ give solid promise 


on records. ‘Murray’ arrangement, 
ja good light novelty, is neatly 
|worked and remindful of band’s 


| early ‘Madame LaZonga’ click. Helen 


;O’Connell’s vocal and band’s ace 
‘rhythm accompaniment form very |} 
|salable machine and counter re- 
|lease. Coupling is even better, an 


|impressive ballad bespeaking a solid 
sales future; it’s feelingly interpreted 
by -Bob Eberly and Miss O’Connell, 
|who does her best lyricing to date. 
| Dorsey’s releasing ’em in pairs cur- 
rently. ‘Tangerine,’ also from 
film, and ‘Ev’rything I Love’ are 
backed on second (Decca 4123). 
Former is another outstanding po- 
tential, a swell ballad melody done 
in band’s dual-tempo style 
Eberly and Miss O’Connell. 
easily. Reverse is late, a beauti- 
fully arranged and played version 
of strong tune. Eberle vocals. 
Alvino Rey: ‘Sing Your Worries 
Away’—King Sisters: ‘How Do You 
Fall In Love’ (Bluebird 11420). 


Don’t blame us for a possible fos 
but first side is Alvino Rey, with 
King Sisters; reverse is King Siste1 
with Alvino Rey; first time the as- 
sociated, but usually separate on 
wax, mames are backed up. Tunes 
are from film ‘Sing Your Worrie: 
Away’ and not too good as counter 


or box possibilities. First, a mild 
rhythm tempo tune, is unexciting 
but nicely played by Rey and sung 
by Kings. Reverse is better. Backed 


by Rey combo it totes likely coun- 
ter strength but lacks the punch for 
boxes. 


Charlie Spivak: ‘I Surrender Dear’ 
—Stardreams’ (Okeh 6546). Spivak 


made smart move in cutting the 
strong standard. He built what 
likely a good counter and box seller 
On a neat arrangement ipported 
easily by Stardusters and his muted 
trumpeting. Tempo is slow Re- 
verse is band’ theme a Cay DIi€ 
tune in itself, 

Orrin Tucker: ‘Do Somethin’—‘She 
Don’t Wanna’ (Col. 36490). There's 
good sales possibilities in these two 


corn sides by Tucker, in areas that 
go for that stuff. They’re cleverly 
done. First is perhaps most potent, 
a lively side nicely played and vo- 
called by Tucker himself. Reverse 
is handled by Eddie Rice at same 
bright tempo. 


Cab Calloway: ‘Nain Nain’—‘Tap- 


pin’ Off’ (Okeh 6547). Calloway 
sealed counter and box possibili- 
ties in first, a neat novelty in easy 
rhythm tempo. He handles vocal 
with occasional ‘hi de ho’ style 
touches and inserts a comical accent 
twist in last line. Side has salable 


lilt and band puts up good backing 


Coupling is instrumental _ sizzle: 
ringing in various brass and reed 
o] It okay 


3da’— | 
This release | 


his | 


using | 
It'll sell | 





Unit Reviews 











DUDE RANCH FOLLIES 


(BROADWAY, CHARLOT’E, N. C.) 


Charlotte, N. C., Jan. 17. 


Gerard & Gordon, Nestor & Rollins, 
Chief Little Bear & Robert, Fenwick 
& Cook, Princess Tahleta, Ranchero 
Sweethearts (8), Ray Cassel & Cow- 
boy Band (5); ‘Buy Me That Town’ 
(Par). 


‘Dude Ranch Follies’ is a so-so 
| western unit that pleases as long as 
it sticks to its sagebrush setting, but 
becomes indifferent away from it. 
Western theme is carried out nicely 
in drops and settings. with bandsmen 
garbed as cowboys and the line in 
western regalia in some numbers. 

Best perfomance is turned in by 
Gerard & Gordon, above-average pair 
of acrobats in a strong act featuring 
high pole and hand-to-hand balanc- 
|ing. Boys have clean, fast-moving 
routine, their high pole finish a 
thriller that draws heavy response. 

In only western act on billing, 
Chief Little Bear and _ Robert, 
please with cowboy-and-Indian feats. 
Act opens with Robert giving a 
standard whip-cracking turn. The 
Chief then takes over with novelty 
rope -spinning and dancing of sock 
proportions. 

Fenwick and Cook blow hot and 
| cold in an acro-comic turn, their best 
a brief unicycle bit. The remainder 
|of their turn is knockabout comedy 
| With mediocre balancing. 


Nestor and Rollins, comics, hardly 
|drew*a laugh in their overlong 
|routine. They are on first in a 
| lengthy skit, with a girl from the 
| line, that ends is a fizzle blackout. 
| Boys later try again with weak im- 
| personations and poor gags. 
| Princess Tahleta one of the big- 
|gest showgirls ever to appear here, 
| pleases in an Indian dance. Well- 
| proportioned gal also scored in two 
|numbers featured with line. Line is 
generally poor, girls not bing suf- 
ficiently familiar with routines, 
Nicely costumed, they open in a cow- 
{girl number, following with a pro- 
| duction number, a Princess Tahleta 
number with Indian atmosphere, and 
|a snappy, but somewhat out-of-place 
;}can-can. Band is so-so. 

Good house on show caught. Just. 





Youth and Beauty Revue 
(BROADWAY, CHARLOTTE, N. C.) 


Charlotte, N. C., Jan. 23. 

| Retter & O’Day, Al Samuels, 
Healy & Mack, Prosper & Wolf, Jean 
| Andrews, Connie Cella dancers (10); 
| Harry Waiman Orch (5); ‘The Per- 
|fect Snob’ (20th). 
| 

His best show in the last couple 
of seasons, Frank Taylor’s ‘Youth 
and Beauty’ revue is a fast-moving, 
| well-balanced unit heavy on laffs, 
Every act is slanted for comedy. 

Dezso Retter and Polly O'Day de- 
liver a sock performance in a novelty 
turn opening with a comic rhumba. 
Rette 


then olos 


with a parody on 
jitterbugging M O’Day comes 
back for nappy solo dance whirl, 

1 Dezso winds act up with a hilari- 
)\ turn, wrestling with himself for 

trong climax. 

Heal and Mack open with a 
Standard bar act, accentuated by 
comic treatment. Antics atop bar 
on chair, sure-fire, are enhanced by 
Healy's ad-lib patter. Healy stands 


on hands on chair balanced on bar, 


then draws heavy applause balancing 


in chair with Miss Mack climbing 
on his shoulders. 
Prosper and Wolf clown thru a 
hand-balancing routine with dead 
pan mimicry and do a nice job of 
selling what might otherwise be a 
mediocre turn. Jean Andrews, tall, 
riking redhead, pleased in two 
ance Her first, a svelte acro turn 
one vith commendable grace, 
She winds up by picking lighted 
ette in her mouth from an ash 
tra’ floor in a backbend from 
her perch on chair She returns 
€ f a cl trip 
Al Samuels, dancing comedian aiso 
handling emcee chores, clicks on both 


c unt He on for 


three brief skits, 


and though his first try built around 
eccentric tap was weak, he came 
thru solidly in last two efforts. His 


second, a military dance is in con- 
junction with song ‘Here Come the 
British,’ while his last skit brings 
him on in a Chaplinesque black out- 
fit. Here he opens up with a double 
entendre treatment of ‘Why Don’t 
We Do This More Often,’ winding up 
with zany version of ‘Old Man River,’ 
all good for laughs. 

Line. attractive in four times out, 
opened with ‘Hi Neighbor,’ going 
amongst audience to welcome pa- 
trons. Second is a snappy Spanish 
number with tambourines, clad in 
colorful Latin garb. Third, a produc- 


tion number in smart, plumed cos- 
tumes, sets the stage for Miss Ane 
drews’ stripperoo and they finish 
with a fast Conga. Harry Waiman’s 
band provided okay musical back- 
d for acts 
( e at how Just 
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Variety Bills | 





WEEK JANUARY 30 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week. 


| 


























Paramount 








NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (28) 
Glenn Miller Ore 
Lorraine & Rognan 
Trixie 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (30) 
Toy & Wing 
Badminton Champs 
Adrienne & Charlie 
DETROIT 
Michigan (23) 
Jimmy Dorsey Bd 
Joe & J McKenna 
Tip, Tap & Toe 
MIAMI 
Olympia (29-1) 
Carl Emmy’s Pets 
Faith Bacon 
Novak & Faye 





Phil Regan 
Lew Parker Co 
Faber Gls 
NEWBURGH 
Rita (29 onty) 
Eddie Duchin Ore 
KANSAS CITY 
Newman (25) 
Tnkspots 
ErskineHawkins Bd 
POUGHKEEPSIE 
Bardavon (29) 
Gene Krupa Bd 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Orpheum (23) 
Brown Tad 
Sybil Bowen 
Olsen & Shirley 
Gil Lamb 





War 





ner 





NEW YORK CITY 
Strand (30) 
Bob Chester Ore 
Georgie Price 
Kay, Katya & Kay 
BROOKLYN 
Strand (30-2) 
Orrin Tucker Ore 
Walter Dare Wahl 
Ambassadorettes 
23-26) 
Martha Raye 
Frankie Masters Ore 
Berry Bros 
PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (30) 
Louis Prima Ore 
Eddie Bracken 
Roy Davis 
Burns & Evelyn 
23 





Eddie Duchin Ore 


PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (30) 
The Faludys 
Lester Oman 
Block & Sully 
3 Swifts 
George Murphy 
(23) 


Cab Calloway Orc 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (30) 
Sammy Kaye Ore 
Sue Ryan 
3 Smart Gls 
(23) 
Roxyettes 
Carol King 
Larry Blake 
The Boy Friends 
TICA 
Stanley (3-5) 
Dick Powell 
Clyde Lucas Ore 








Loew 





NEW YORK CITY 
State (29) 

Carl Hoff Orc 

Dorothy Keller 

Virginia Austin 

3 Stooges 

Ray Engish 


WASHINGTON 
Capitol (29) 
H’wood [Blondes 
Nelson Novelettes 
Cass Daley 
Dean Murphy 
Carmen Amaya 








RKO 








BOSTON 
Boston (30) 
4 Franks 
Whitey & Ed Ford 
Paul Haakon 
Patricia Bowman 
Rex Weber 
Ray Kinney Ore 
(23) 


Gray Casa Loma O 
Connie Bosweli 
Tomack & Reis Bros 
Sunny Rice 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (30) 
Folie Internationale 
The Shyrettos 
Karin Zoska 
6 Diplomats 
Charles & Celeste 
Franklin D'Amore 
Lambertie 
Frank Jean 
Novelle Bros 
Helene Mae 
Judith & Jacques 


Hubert 





The Chadwicks 
(23) 


Jimmy Dorsey Ore 

Tip, Tap & Toe 

Bellit & English B 
CINCINNATI 
Shubert (30) 

‘Hell-a-Belloo’ 

Milt Britton Bd 

4 Skating Marvels 

Judy Starr 

Laurel & Hardy 

(23) 


Bowery Follies 
DAYTON 
Colonial (30) 
Bellit & English B 

Johnny Downs 
Fred Sanborne 
Great Lester 

(23) 
3 Herzogs 
Ch Fredericks Co 
Judy Starr 


CAMDEN 
Towers (30-1) 
Carr Chuckles of °42 
MWIZABETH 


Liberty (29-1) 
Harris & Howell 


Walter Walters 
Iiurton & Jeanette 
Wilson 3 
June & D Morgan 
HARRISBURG 
State (2-4) 
Casa Loma Ore 
Anita Boyer 
Little Tough Guys 
29-31) 
Hoffman 3 
Cina & Cortez 
Shea & Raymond 
Nora Williams 
Marty Bohn 
HARTFORD 
State (30-1) 
Claude Thornhill O 
Dick Powell 
JAMAICA 
Jamaica (30) 
Jack Landry 
Ward & King 
4 Blenders 
Morgan Gls 
Marie Bartell Co 
LYNBROOK 
Lynbrook (31 only) 
Virginia Vaughn 
Palermo'’s Dogs 
Evelyn Wilson 
(Two to fill) 
NEWARK 
Adams (29) 
Martha Raye 
McFarland 2 & Ore 
Lewis & Van 
PASSAIC 
Central (29) 
C Mary & Ravellies 
Kitty Carlisle 
Johnny Wood 
Smith, Rogers & E 
Bailey Sis 
PATERSON 
Majestic (3-5) 
Eva & Rodina 
2 Shades of Rhythm 
Nora Herzog Co 
(Two to fill) 
(1-2) 
Conti Hit Parode 


Gaby Leslie 
Al Gordon's Dogs 
4 Samuels 
Canfield Smith 
Wayne & Marlin 
Carman (30) 
Stapletons 
Maud Hilton Co 
Britt Wecd 
4 Janslevs 
PITMAN 
B’way (30 only) 
Gonzales 3 
Oscar Davis 


(Two to fill) Norma Shepard 
PROVIDENCE Hoot Howley 
Metropolitan (29-1) | Larry Bennett 3 

Bernivici Spices '42 | Mercedes 


SOUTH RIVER Carol Boyd 
Rollin Smith 
Ginger 


Capitol 
Thompson 
Wyman & 
Sandor Glancz 
Rod Rogers 
R Talevera Dane d 

WASHINGTON 

Howard (30) 
Louise Beavers 
Claude Hopkins Ore 
Jerry Taps 


(30-31) 
Bros 
White 





| Gene 


Claire & 
Richard Lane 


Harold Nagel Ore 


Wilma Novak 
Irene Kaye 
Grooverneers 
Bobby Bernard 
Dick Lewis Ore 
Greenwich Village 
Inn 
Arthur 
Neva 
Carroll Chappell 
Patricia Parker 
Lorna Rhode 
Monet Ore 
Harlem Rendezvous 
Edna Mae Harris 
Princess Valda 
Columbos Orc 
Bobbe Caston 
Phil & Audrey 
Johnny Taylor 
Savannah Churchill 
Reeve Sis 
Spordoe-O-De 
Havana-Madrid 
Julio Richards 
Kiki 
Felipe de Flores 
Hector del Villar 
Eleanor Grecco 
Movita 
Maya Ore 
Don Gilberto Ore 


Hickory House 


Henry 
Vera 


Wayne 

Bill Turner Ore 
Hotel Amberssador 
(Trianon Koom) 

Tules Lande Ore 

Arena 

Sric Victor 


Hotel Astor 


Guy Lombardo Ore 

Kenny Gardner 
Hotel Sheraton 
(Murray Room) 

Ruthlowe 

Sair Lee 

Hotel Savoy-Plaza 

John Hoysradt 

Columbus & Carroll 

Ernie Holst Ore 

Harold Cooke Ore 


Hotel S:. Moritz 
(Cafe de la Paix) 
Stuart & Lea 
Milb’ne Christopher 
Peggy Norman 
Mack Perrin 
Ford Harrison Orc 

Hotel St. Regis 

(Iridium Room) 
Hal Saunders Ore 
Mme C Alphano 


Hotel Taft 


Vincent Lopez Ore 
Sonny Skyler 


Hotel Wallorf- 
Astoria 


Harimans 

Laura Deane Dutton 

Freddy Martin Ore 

Mischa Borr Ore 
Hotel Warwick 
(Raleigh Room) 

E & E Roberts 

Vicki George 

Sande Williams Ore 

Hurricane 

Sylvia Froos 

Jimmy Shields 

Ray Parker 

Harry Rose 

Cabot & Dresden 

Honey Chiles 

Dave Dennis Ore 


Lamour 2 
Jack Reynolds 
Little Joe Little 
Old Roumanian 
Elenore Wood 
Freddie Bernard 
Lela Kenay 
Sadie Banks 
Jeanette Garrette 
Nilda Ramos 
Place Elegante 
Phil Dante 
cliff Conrad 
Martin Locke 
Manya Borodkin 
Jeannette Garrette 
Ernest Franz Oro 
Rainbow Grill 
Russ Smith Ore 
Ashburns 
Sylvie St Clair 
Rainbow Room 
Charles Weidman 
Elsie Houston 
Walton & O'Rourke 
Carmen Cavallaro O 
Clemente Orc 
Ruban Bleu 
Paula I.aurence 
Wally Boag 
Peters Sis 
Mabel Mercer 
Carrie Finnel 
Herman Chittison 
R Dyer-Bennet 
Russian Kretchma 
Norma Lucero 
Lyda Swan 
Arcadi Stoyanovsky 
Adia Kuznetzoff 
Nastia Poliakova 
Marusia Sava 
Mischa Vzanoff 


Stork Club 
Grace Reilly 
Bob Grant Ore 
Frank Curbello Ore 

Ubangi Club 
Savannah Churchill 
Smiles & Smiles 
Hardin Bros Co 
Babe Wallace 
Rosetta Le Noire 
Helena Smith 
Pauline Bryant 
Jackie Mabley 
Socaras Orc 


Wivel 


Connie Joyce 
Baron & Bernay 
Versallles 
Bergere Orc 
Panchito Ore 
Billy de Wolfe 
Jane Kean 
Harold Barnes 
Kirk Alyn 
Paul Bartels 
Six Ver-Sighs 
Village Barn 
Del O'Dell 
Claytons 
Walter Whitehouse 
Eppie Bruce 
Graham Sis 
Grant Fam 
Tex Fletcher 
Pappy Below 
Village Vanguard 
Leadbelly Nero 
Josh White 
Debby Rest 





Cornelia Cedolban O 


Club Bali 








Lolita Cardoba Orc 


Blanch Bow 











NEW YORK 





BOOKING THE NATION’S LEADING INDEPENDENT 


VAUDEVILLE THEATRES 


EDWARD SHERMAN AGENCY 


BEVERLY 


HILLS, CAL. 

















Fay’s (29) 


PHILADELPHIA | 
Henry 


Dorothy 


" WATERBURY 
Poli’s (29-30) 
Lou Breese Ore 
Little Tough Guys 
Peatrice Kay 
Marten Bros & F 
WOODSIDE 
Sunnyside (31-1) 
Bub Howard 
Bogash & Bardine 
Itud Sweeney 
(Two to fill) 





Cabaret Buls 





Armando’s 


Geo Morris Ore 
Peggy French 
Beachcomber 
Frances Faye 
3 Heat Waves 
Jane Mathews 
Sunny Tufts 
Carlyle Sis 
Machito Ore 
Herb Cherry Ore 
Ben Marden’s 
Winter Room 
Yvonne Bouvier 
Marie Atkinson 
Gypsy Markoff 
Guy Howard 
Freshmen 
Bill Bertolotti’s 
Lynn & Marianne 
Claire Willis 
Virginia Gibson 
Moya Gifford 
Don Syivio Ore 
Bill's Gay 90’s 
Lulu Bates 
Ethel Gilbert 
Spike Harrison 
Harry Donelly 
Billy Lorraine 
Gay 90's Quartette 
Butler’s New Room 





Laurel & Hardy 
DeVal, Merle & Lee 








Independent 





NEW YORK CITY 
Music Hall (29) 
Hubert Castle 
Bob Dupont 
Hilda Eckler 
Nicholas Daks 
Robert Landrum 
Guy Smith 
Corps de Ballet 
Rockettes ‘ 
Glee Club 
Erno Rapee Symph 
Roxy (29) 
Dave Apollon 
Carr Bros 
Gower & Jeanne 
Bob Hannon 
Apollo (29) 
Maxine Sullivan 
Chris Columbus Orc 
Pat Flowers 
Taps Miller 
7 Musical Madcaps 
Jchn Mason & Vigal 
Wallace’s Puppets 
Academy (27-28) 
Art Kahn Orc 
B Yost Mimic Men 
Bob Easton Co 
George Freems 
“Bo Jenkins 
Primrose & Gold 
Riviera (J) 
Art Kahn Orc 
Bo Jenkins 
Clara, Jack & Sana 
(Three to fill) 
Windsor (30-1) 
H’wood Sweater Gis 
Tommy Revnolds O 
ASTORIA 
Steinway (30-1) 
Elton Britt 
3 Dolls 
Judson Cole 
Keaton & Armfield 
3 Kings : 
BROOKLYN 
Ridgewood (28) 
= Niblo Co 
at & Eileen 
Mia Miles Co 
{Twa ta filld 


Marime (1 only) 
2 Tops 
Pat & LBileen 
Farrell & Mack Sis 
(Two to fill) 

(28 only) 
Virginia Vaughn 
Falermo’s Dogs 
Evelyn Wilson 
(Two to fill) 

Flatbush (25) 
Sonny Dunham 
Llackstone 
Mayfair (31 only) 
2 Tops 
Pat & Bileen 
Farrell & Mack Sis 
(Two to fill) 

BALTIMORE 

Hippodrome (29) 
H'wood Co-Eds 
Rae & Waterfall 
All-Amer Gls Ore 
(One to fill) 

Royal (30) 
Louis Armstrong O 
Pops & Louie 
Joyner & Foster 

State (1-4) 
Oscar Davis 
Cina & Cortez 
Gonzales 3 
(One to fill) 

(29-31) 
Chester Dauphin 
Marjorie Garetson 
Grandma Perkins 
6 Abdallah Gis 

BRIDGEVORT 

Lyric (26-28) 
Sonny Dunham Ore 
Little Tough Guys 
Barry Woods 
Marten Pros & F 

Freeport (30) 
Freeport (30 only) 
Virginia Vaughn 
Palermo’s Dogs 
Evelyn Wilson 
(Two to fill) 

BUFFALO 

Century (29) 
Cooner Rhvthmites 


Ore 











Steve Murray Rev 
| Happy Lewis 
Cafe Madison 
Allan Cole Ore 
Marlynn Michael Co 
Les Parker 
Cafe Montparnasse 
Aileen Cook 
Jean Brunseco 
Cafe Society 


(Midtown) 
John Kirby Ore 
Hazel Scott 


Golden Gate 4 
Bddie South Ens 
Cafe Society 
(Village) 
| Teddy Wilson Ore 
Boogie Woogies 
Ammons & Johnson 
Kenneth Spencer 
Connie Berry 
Frances Smith 
Cafe Vienna 
Ruth Barr 
William Hoffman 
Murray Miller 
Dolfy Margens 
Leo Pleskow Ore 
Casa Marta 
Antoinette Severin 
Tony & Estrella 
Hector Del Villar 
Monalito 
Juan Dimitri Ore 
Casino Russe 
Nina Tarasova 
Gypsy Markoff 
Miche) Michon 
Nadia & Sasha 
Mischa Novy 
Dmitri Matvienko 
Olga Vadina 
Nicholas Matthey O 
Cerutti’s 
Mae Barnes 
Haywood & Allan 
4 Chanticleers 
Dan Parrish 
Chateau Moderne 
Ira Spector Ore 
Clichy 
Ann Gale 
Walter Lynch 
Club 18 
G Andrews Ore 
Erie Ore 





NEW YORK CITY 


Roberta Welch 
Jack White 
Frankie Hyers 
Vince Curran 
Roy Sedley 
Iiazel McNulty 
Lillian Fitzgeralaé 
Susan Lang 


Club Gaucho 
Jose & Lolita Vega 
Maruja Serrano 
Anita Rosal 
Parunox 

Nedra Madera 
Lupita Orla 

Maria del Carmen 
Camancho & F 
Don Carlos Ore 
Club Midnight 


Ramona 

Vi Bradley 

Club 181 
Connie Harris 

Billy & Ann 

Jack Goldie 

Muriel Asche Co 
Club Samoa 
Ching 

Elmer Snowden Orc 
Los Chamacos Orc 
Club Whitaker 
Maxine 

Rolly Rolls 

Lorna & Mario 
Arthur Knoller 
Alex Batkin Ore 
Copacabana 
Joe E Lewis 

Loper & Barrat 
Fernando & Alvarez 
Estelita 

Samba Sirens 

N Brandwynne Orc 





Frank Marti Orc 
Club Frisco 
Patricia Brent 


Vicki George 
Miss Victoria 
Coq Rouge 
Dick Wilson Orc 
Bela Bizony Orc 
Diamond Horseshoe 
Nita Naldi 
Betty Compson 
Carlyle Blackwell 
Joe E Howard 
Ross Wyse, Jr 
June Mann 
Della Lind 
Geo Fontana 
Gilda Gray 
Charles King 
Mangean Sis 
Clyde Hager 
Noble Sissle Ore 
El Chico 
Don Alberto Ore 
Padilla Sis 
Teresita Osta 
Victoria Barcelo 
Antonio de Cordova 


El Morocco 


Chauncey Grey Ore 
Chiquito Ore 


Fefe’s Monte Carlo 


George Jessel 
Lois Andrews 
Famous Door 
Billy Daniels 
Helen Humes 
Willie Bryant 
Winnie Johnson 
Audrey Armstrong 
Willie Dukes 
Benny Carter Orc 
51 Club 
Carolyn Biddle 
Marion Joyce 
Iris Karyl 
Vauneta Bates 





Dick Kuhn Ore 


Covert & Reed 


Belmpnt Balladeers 
Howard Lally Ore 
Joe Pafumy 


Heasley 2 
Hazel 
Maureen Holmes 


— 


Hotel Belmont 
Plaza 
(Glass Hat) 


Barbara Perry 
Margaret Scott 


Ore 
Hotel Biltmore 
(Bowman Koom) 


Franklin 


Little De-Icers 
Patricia Gilmore 
Madriguera Ore 
Hotel Bessert 
(Brooklyn) 
Virginia Hays 
Nye Mayhew Orc 
Hotel Commodore 
(Century Room) 
Vaughn Monroe Orc 
Peter Rotunda Ore 
B & R Ambrose 
Charle Carrer 
Marylin Duke 
Hotel Edison 
Blue Barron Orc 
Hotel Essex House 
Ray Morton Ore 
Muriei Bird 
Hotel 5th Ave 
(Salon Madrid) 
Cass Franklin 
Beverly Berkley 
Barri & King 
Madeline Gray 
Burton Gross Ore 
Hotel Lexington 
Ray Kinney Ore 
Meymo Holt 
Napua 
Leilani Iaea 
Nani Todd 
Lehua Paulson 


Iceland Restaurant 
Danny White 
6 Greys 
Joan Brandon 
Ted Eddy Ore 
Angelo Orc 
Jack Dempsey’s 
B'way Restaurant 
Irv Carroll 
Adrian Kollini 3 
Jimmy Kelly’s 
Marlowes 
Montmarte Boys 
Joe & George 
Raymond & Joan 
Helen Holmes 
Margaret Grey 
Faith Arlen 
Rene 
Glenda Hope 
Menya Del Ray 
Gwili Ardmore 
Isabel Brown 
Rose Withum 
Peggy La Plant 
Joe Capello Orc 
Kern’s 
Jean Clatre 
Cornel Tanassy Ore 
Kelly’s Stable 
Sabby Lewis 
Lee Leslie 
Kea Loke 
Betty- Behr 
Ann Hallow 
Art Tantum 
Glenda Hope 
tamon & Jo Ann 
Linda Keene 
silly Daniels 
King Cole 3 
La Conga 
Morales Ore 
Jack Harris Ore 
f.ee Dixon 
Harris Co 
Sonia Cortes 
Gloria Belmonte 
La Marquise 


Noro 





Hotel McAlpin 
Johnny Messner Orc 


Ruth Winchell 











LESTER 


Paramount Bidg. 





(Personally Managed by Ez Keough) 
STANLEY, PITTSBURGH 

WEEK OF 

Placed by EDDIE SMITH 


OMAN 


JAN. 30 


New York 














Hotel New Yorker 


Benny Goodman O 
Peggy Lee 
Tommy Taylor 
Adele Inge 
t& B Wade 
Ronny Roberts 
Ice Ballet 
Grace Harvey 
Lynn Clare 
Hotel Navarro 
(Midnight Club) 
Margo & Mann 
Midnight Gypsies 
Hotel Park Central 
(Cocoanut Crove) 
Elaine Jordan 
Dora Maugham 
Robert Raymon 
Geoffrey Hale 
Rochelle & Beebe 
(Rhumba Room) 


Juan Donrigues Orc 
Julia Gerrity 
Fish & Gold 
The Three Debs 
Hotel Pennsylvania 
Charlie Spivak Ore 
Hotel Piccadilly 
(Georgian Room) 
Kerry Ens 
Hotel Pierre 
(Cotillion Room) 
Adelaide Moffett 
Rosario & Antonio 
Bert Allerton 
Stanley Melba Ore 
(Cafe Vierre) 
Pliner & Earle 
Charlie Murray 
Imogene Carpenter 
Hotel Plaza 
(Persian Room) 


Dick Gasparre Ore 
Raye & Naldi 











Frances Leslie 


Hotel Roosevelt 


Dorothy Tanner 
Consuelo Flowerton 
Frances Connolly 
Al Carr Orc 

La Martinique 
Vincent 
Rios 


Romo 
Rosita 
Mata & Hari 
Val Olman Ore 
Herbert Curbello O 
Le Petit Palais 
Mme C Alphand 
Oscar Kariweis 
Sascha Tashoft 
Julian Fuhs 
Sula Lester 
Leon & Eddie's 
Lou Martin Orc 
Nerida Orc 
cddie Davis 
Spencer & Forman 
Eddie Manson 
Suzanne Dae 
Scott Sextette 
Eric Thorson 
Noel Toy 


Maison Louis 


Bill Drye 
Carrie M Beville 


Maison Pierre 


Tommy Lyman 
Gaston’s Monte Carlo 
Pierre Beaucaire 
Nena Montes 
LeCarlos & Granada 
Magda Loy 
5 Madcaps 
Chung Ye Wha 
6 Can-Can Gls 
Gaston 

19th Hole Club 
Rita Renauc 
Tommy Lazardo 
Bobby Blair 
Greta Lewis 
Bill Hall Ore 


Frederico & Rankin 
Gene Sheldon 
Loretta Fischer 
Mack Pepper 
Balliettes 
Tony Numez Ore 
Clover Club 
Adelaide. Moffett 
Anita Alvarez 
Samao Sirens 
Hernandez Ore 
Frolic Club 
Diosa Costello 
Billy Vine 
Carol Vance 
Duke McHale 
Nano Rodrigo Ore 
Lyle Carlyle Orc 
Kitty Davis 
Shea 
Carney 
Kent 


Jack 
Alan 
Lenny 
Nirma Cardova 
Poll Mar Dane 
Johnny Silver Ore 
Versailles Hotel 
Sara Ann McCabe 
Estelle & LeRoy 
Charles Murry Ore 
Royal Palm Club 
Gertrude Nisen 
Six Willys 
Helene Gardner 
Abe Lyman Ore 
Manchito Ore 
Jack Cole Dane 
Beachcomber 
Dr Giovanni 


ATLANT 


Ambassador Hotel 


Bert Estlow Orc 
Chelsea Hotel 
Billy Van 3 


Claridge Hotel 
(Mayfair Room) 


Marty Magee Orc 
Club Nomad 
Helene Francis 


Al Cummings 

H Montgomery 
Tiny Kaye 

Anna Pastora 
Manny Davis Ore 
Cosmopolitan Hotel 
Al Miller 


Ann Robinson 


MIAMI 


Luba Malina 

Carla & Fernando 
Dell Casino Ore 
Canay Orc 

Five O’Clock Club 
Ruth Clayton 

Ray English 

De Castros 

The Warners 


Winnie's 


Paul Mall 
Beth Challis 
Doris Elliot 
Peggy Price 
Jose Tomas Ore 
Casanova Club 
Emil Boreo 
Henny Youngman 
Talia 
Tana 
Barbara Belmore 
Jackie Beekman 
Juanita Rios 
Muriel Page 
Carrie Fennell 
Ralph Rotger Ore 
Mother Kelly 
Raymon, Martini, L 
3 Guesses 
Pat Clayton 
Myles Bell 
Marion Joyce 
Muriel Dane 
Jack Eby Ore 
Paddock Club 
Frank Murtha 
Ries Martines 
Grisha & Brona 
Andre & Delphine 
Rumpus Room 
Arthur Blake 
Consuelo Flowerton 
Mayla 
Rex Owens 
Red Thornton 
Ringo & Harris 
Latin Quarter 
Hudson Sis 
Jade Ling 
Diamond Bros 
Martell & Mignon 
Monica Moore 
Hermanos 3 
Faith Bacon 
Senor Wences 
Mildred Law 
The Reynolds 
Les Midinettes 
Sonny Kendis Ore 
Jose Cortez Ore 


IC CITY 


Paddockeers Ore 
Penn Atlantic Hotel 
(Palm Room) 
Elliott Russell Ore 
President Hotel 

Pedro Albani Ore 
Ritz Carlten Hotel 
(Merry Go Round 
Room) 
Eddy Morgan Ore 
Traymore Hotel 
Wm Madden Ore 
Gables Inn 
(Black Horse Pike) 
Conchita & Antonio 
Walter Walters 
Marley 





Paddock Int’l 
Bob Bell 


Ambassador Hotol 
(Pump Room) 
Emile Petti 
Buttery 
Ray Benson Ore 
Barone 
Dick Bauer Ore 
Billy Carr 
Walter & J Brown 
Sophia Parker 
Inez Gamble 


Margo Wade 
Andre Andre 
Marg Garrison 
Cal Herbert 
Carl sSarnett 


Bismarck Hotel 

(Walnut Room) 
Art Kassel Ore 
Marion Holmes 


Martin Barnett 
Lydia & Joresco 
Hadley Gls 


(Tavern Room) 
Dave Pritchard Ore 
Dick Ware 
Bob Marshall 
Annette Shields 

Blackhawk 
John Scat Davis O 
Gloria Van 
Fred Roener 
Tony Cabot 
Jose Rosado Ore 
Gillette & Richards 

Blackstone Hotel 

(Balinese Km.) 
Ken Thompson Orc 
Mary Jane Howard 

Brass Rail 
Mike Riley Orc 
Marion Miller 

Brevoort Hotel 

(Crystal Room) 
Tony & George 
Verna Ray 
Bob Billings 
Eddie Roth Ore 

Brown Derby 
Three Ryans 
Sherry Darlane 





Nut Club 
Belle Sloane 





Hoffman Sis 
Harriet Brent 


Nan DeMar 
Pete Miller Ore 


CHICAGO 


The Mathews 
Beth Farrell 
Ted Smith 
Duke Yellman Ore 
Capitol Lounge 
Maurice Rocco 
Joe de Salvo 
Louis Jordan Ore 
Chez Paree 
Morton Downey 
Willie Shore 
Paul & Eva 
Callahan Sis 
Hioyd Raeburn Ore 
Bobby Ramos Ore 
Evans Gle 
Club Alabam 


Bernie Adler 
Mary Earle 
Paulette LaPierre 
Alan Rogers 
Harriet Norris 
Ginger Wood 
Del Estes 
Marion Moore 
Allan Coe 
Dave Unell Ore 
Eddie Roth Ore 
Colony Club 
Peter Higgins 
Colette Lyons 
Carlos & Carito 
La Fiesta Dance 
Sidelios Orc 
Jose Morando Ore 
Colosimos 
Dave Malcolm 
Chick Schloss 
Tiny Gorman 
Larry Ross 
Pete Sperner 
Jayne Alberts 
Chrystine Tremayne 
Don Lang Ore 
Prognaph Gls 
Henry Lishon Ore 
Congress Hotel 
(Glass Hat Rm) 
Vincent Bragale O 
Drake Hotel 
(Camillia House) 
Ramon Ramos Ore 
Edgewater Beach 
Hotel 
(Beach Walk) 


Harold Stokes Or« 


Reyes 








Kings Jesters 
Marjorie Whitney 
Toy & Wing 
Berry Sis 
Hal Behan 
Nighthawks 
Dorben Gis 

385 Club 
Dan Rogers 
Shavo Sherman 
Connie Barleau 
Deana Berry 
Vie Artese 
Mary Ruth Milam 
Julio Garcia Ore 
Johnny Honnert 


Eltel’s 


Heidelberg Octet 
Rathskellar 
Hans Muenzer Ens 


5100 Club 
Danny Thomas 
June Carson 
Bob O Lin Gls 
Mark Fisher Ore 
Garrick Stagebar 
Ascot Boys 
Jimmy Noone 3 
June Price 

Downbeat Rm 
Fats Waller 
Sinclair Mills 


Graemere Hotel 
(Glass House Rm) 


Lew Story Ore 
Marie Lawler 
Betty Grey 

Grand Terrace 
Andy Kirk Ore 
Mary L Williams 
Phey Terrell 
Floyd Smith 

Hat 

Everett West 
Renee Villon 
Jacqueline Mignac 
Marion Kingston 
Nita Tindall 
Eddy Fens Ore 
H Martinez Ore 
Winnie Hoveler Gls 


Ivanhoe 
Flerence Schubert 
Al Trace Ore 
Holly Swanson 
Vierra Hawalians 
Helen Sumner 

L’ Aigion 
Spiros Stamos Ore 
Gwendolyn Veausell 
Murray & Cumming 
George Deveron 
Isobel de Marco 

La Conga 
J Manzanarez Ore 


LT 
Rio & Rita 
Dulcee & Garcia 
La Salle Hot 
el 
(Pan-Am. K 
Conchita —" 
Ambassadors Ore 
New Yorker 
Jackie Green 
Joan Jordan 
Malo 3 
Marjorie Lane 
Hank Seemon 
Starlets 
Arne Barnett © 
Al pilttes Ore 7 
(Piccadilly Cir 
Billy Meyers "= 
Jim Marvin 
Rocky Elsworth 


Palmer House 
(Empire Koom) 
Xavier Cugat Ore 
Cardini 
Di Gatanos 
Lina Romay 
Maiguelito 
Abbott Dancers 
Sherman Hotel 
(Celtic Cafe) 
Gene Rerwin Ore 
Jaros Sis 


(Panther Room 
Bobby Nyrne Ore. 
Carl Marx 

Rhumba Casing 
Pan-Am Dane 
Tito Guizar 
Don Tannen 
Phil Levant Ore 
Pierce & Roland 
Don Orlando Ore 
Jack Rodreguez 0 

606 Club 
Guy Cherney 
Ann Howard 
Jeri Vance 
Beverly Lane 


Joyce & Ginger 
Midge Fellows 
Janeen 


Marion Miller 
Maxine DeShon 
Alyce Cerf 
Elaine 
Sonia Czar 
606 Gls 
Dolly Sterling 
Sol Lake Ore 
Tripoli 3 

Stevens Hotel 
(Continental Room) 
Avis Kent 
Del Courtney Ore 

Yar Rest 

Geo Scherban Ore 
Lorraine Westfall 





Peter Milnikoft 


LOS ANGELES 


Band Box 


Pete Snyder 
silly Snyder 
George Tibbles Ore 
Al Stone 
Stelita 
Billy Lankin 

Bar of Musle 


Ann Triola 

Felix de Cola 
Roger Roland 
Ken Stevens 

Dick Winslow Ore 


Biltmore Bow! 


Ames & Arno 
Ruth Craven 
Larry Stewart 


Petch & Deauville 
Paul Winchell 
Grey & Diane 
Phil Harris Ore 
Casa Manana 
Frankie Carle 
Fred Lowery 
Horace Heidt 
Larry Cotten 
Mimi Cobannt 
Cocoanut Grove 
Ray Noble “Ore 
Earl Carroll 
The Debonairs 
W West & McGinty 
Dick & Dotty Remy 
Gali Gali 
Ginger Harmon 
Willis West, Jr 
Alec Morison 
La Vonn Moyer 
Rue Willie 
Morine Howell 
Beryl Wallace 


Ore 


St Clair & Day 
Mare tallero 

Bill Brady 

Michel Ortiz Bd 
Manny Strand Ore 
Florentine Garden 
NTG 

Dolly Michell 
Murray McEachern 


Buddy Weed 
Mike Pingatore 
Chiquita 
Corinne & 
Pau! Whiteman 
Frank Howard 
Fred Scott 
Sugar Geise 
Charlie Foy'’s Club 
Charley Foy 

Les Burnett 

Phil Silvers 


T Valdez 
Orc 





Jack Gardiner 
Lorraine Elliott 
Red Stanley Ors 
job Evans 
Grace Hayes Lodge 
B Reilly 
Inecito 
Tex Jim Lewis 
Lone Star Cowboys 
Hollywood Tropics 
Maxine Lewis 
Burton 2 
Dick Thomas 
Paul Neighbors Ore 
House of Murphy 
Bob Murphy 
Jean Meunier 
Beth Reynolds 
Frankie Gallagher 
Gordon Bishop 
Burton 2 
Little Troc 
Katherine Dunham 
Lena Horne 
Garland Wilson 
Eddie Steele 
Macambo Cafe 
Art Crippen Ore 
Phil Ohman’s Ore 
Palladium 
Tommy Dorsey 
Pirates Den 


Johnny Holmes 

Tom Harty 

John Arden 

Nick Cochran Ore 
Seven Seas 

Benny Kaha 

Puanani Mathews 

Princess Luana 


Ore 


Chief Sautini 
Stanley Wheeler 
Malua 


Charlie Openul 
Eddie Bush Ore 
Slapsy Maxies 


Ben Llue 

Billy Gray 

Benny Lessy 

Patti Moore 

Sam Lewis 

Jerry Bergen 

Joe Plumer Ore 
Swannee Ina 

Vivian Dandridge 

Shelten Brooks, JP 

Eddie Beal 

Joe Turner 

Trianon 
Bob Crosby Ore 


PHILADELPHIA 


Club Ball 

Los Caballeros 
Robert B McDonald 
Jose Gonzales 
Penny Davis 
Delta Rhythm 
Nitza & Ravell 
Andrews Sis 
Baliloolies 
Alan Fielding Ore 
Yal Irving 

Ben Franklin 
Aileen Read 
Barbara & 
Mae Allen 
Carole Rhodes 
Henry King’s Orc 
Benny the Bum’s 
Gwen Lord 
Vivian Leighlet 
Dolly Shaw 
Cadillac Tavern 


Gordella 
St Clair 
Stepin Fetchit 
Eddie Black 
Henrique & Adrie’e 
Bill Romano 
Henriquettes 
Harry Dobbs 
Carroll's 
Gaines Orc 
Wilbur Rance 
Margy Smith 
Joan Williams 
Jimmy Lewis 
Carney, Bernard, 8 
Pat Bernard 
Watson Sis 
Irene Dale 
Charles Robinson 
Lunatrix (3) 
Carrolloviies (12) 
College Inn 
Scarey Gavin 


Boys 


Barry 





Dixie Fenton 
Marsha Stevens 
Margie Hight 
Julia Cummings 
Lillian Fitzgerald 
Jerry Delmar Ore 
Embassy 
Fernandez Ore 
Clifford 
Healy 
Tamara 
Deva 


Geo 
Nancy 
Tanya 
Frances 
Pat Sherlin Ore 
Constanzo & Marda 
Laverne Upton 
Eduardo 

Evergreen Casino 
Vivian Vance 
Mildred Perlee 

(H Walton Roof) 
Barbara Blane 
Pearl Robbings 
Barbara Perry 
Roy Benson 
Glamour Gls 
Helen Heath 
Chavez Orc 
Castaine & Barry 
Neil Fontaine Ore 
Rose Gallo 

Jam Session 

Mickey House 
Billy Kretchmer 
George Lutz 
Hopkins’ Rathskelle® 
Dave Gold Orc 
Flash Lane 
Dashington ? 
Dutch & Dutchie 
Chang Lee 
Morse Sis 
Agnes Barry 
5 Suzettes 
David Gold Ore 

Lexington Casino 


Richard Bach 


(Continued on page 55) 
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Wednesday, January 28, 1942 


VARIETY 


LEGITIMATE 49 





~ N.Y. Drama Critics’ Box Score 


AS OF JAN. 17, 1942 





Key to abbreviations: SR (shows reviewed), R (right), W (wrong), 
© (no opinion clearly expressed), Pct. (percentage). 


LOUIS KRONENBERGER (PM).......... 41 37 
JOHN MASON BROWN (World-Telegram) 39 = 35 
JOHN ANDERSON (Journal-American)... 41 35 
ROBERT COLEMAN (Mirror) ........ cove 34 =. 29 


BROOKS ATKINSON (Times) 
RICHARD LOCKRIDGE (Sun) 


RICHARD WATTS, JR. (Herald Tribune).. 35 28 


WILELLA WALDORF (Post) 


BURNS MANTLE (News) ......... 


Sk. R. W. O. Pet. 

4 ~- 902 

4 oo? at 

5 1.854 

5 853 

cvccccccoce 41 33 7 1 805 
isvenewnees 41 33 5 3 = .805 
7 -. 800 

PTT TT OTT - 40 29 «10 1.725 
csooes & 26 7 8 .634 

6 854 


VARIETY (Combined) ............ eos See 











Kronenberger (PM) Leads N. Y. Critics 
At Midseason; Brown, Anderson 2-3 


+. 
vt 





Louis Kronenberger, of PM, leads 
the pack in the ‘Variety’ boxscore 
of the New York drama critics mid- 
way in the 1941-42 season. His per- 
centage of .902 is a few jumps ahead 
of the .897 mark registered by John 
Mason Brown, of the World-Tele- 
gram. 

Aisle-sitters aren't calling their 
shots as accurately as last season, 
when Richard Watts, Jr. of the 
Herald Tribune, was leading the 
field with a dazzling average of .976 
at the halfway post. At that time, 
Kronenberger was tied with Brooks 
Atkinson, of the Times, for fourth 
place with a percentage of .878. 
Watts was the winner for the full 
1940-41 season with a mark of .950, 
the highest since ‘Variety’ began the 
tabulations in 1923-24. 

In third place so far this season is 
John Anderson, of the Journal- 
American, with an_ .854 . average, 
while Robert Coleman, of the 
Mirror, is pushing him closely with 
$853. Atkinson and Richard Lock- 
ridge, of the Sun, are tied for next 
place with 805 each. In order after 


them come Watts, with .800; Wilella | 


Waldorf, of the Post, with .725, and 





Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Plan M’—Aldrich and Myers. 

‘Under This Roof’—Russell Lewis, 
Rita Hassan. 

‘Guest in the House’—Stephen and 
Paul Ames. 

‘Heart Of a City’—Gilbert Miller. 

‘They Shoulda Stood in Bed’— 
Grisman and Steinberg. - 

‘Angel Street’ (2d Company)— 
Shepherd Traube. 


5 BWAY SHOWS 
ON CUT-PAY 
BASIS 











Five shows on Broadway are 
| known to be on a cut-salary basis, 


Burns Mantle, of the News, with | which, in addition to Sundays, has 


634. 


Ratings are based on 41 shows, as | Will 


permitted their continuance, but one 
call it quits Saturday (31). 


compared to 43 entries for the cor- | Weekly payroll and first money to 


responding period last season. 
week’s Openings are not included in 
the tabulations, as there has been 
too little time to indicate the chances 
of some of the productions. 

Of the 39 plays reviewed by 
Brown, 38 were for the World-Telly, 


Last | the house, if not a guarantee, makes 


'the continuance of in-betweeners al- 
| ways doubtful week to week. There 
|is little doubt that two of the shows 
which reduced the nut would have 
| expired pronto but for Sundays, 
night business being’ especially 





while the remaining one was for the | strong then. 


Post. That was due to Brown’s 


| ‘In Time to Come’ is the play an- 


switch to the former at the start of | nounced to close at the Mansfield. 


the season. He was succeeded as 
critic of the Post by Miss Waldorf, 
who thus is in her first season of 
‘Variety’ ratings. Watts, on one of 


|Play has a fairly large cast and re- 
quires as many stagehands as play- 
|ers. When the stow opened there 
were 21 in the crew, two. being 


his trips to the Far East, did not dropped after the debut. With most 


return in time to cover the first six 
openings, so caught only 35 shows. 
Winchell has so far viewed only 
seven entries, so he is not included 
in the tabulation. 

‘Variety’ which should know bet- 
ter, has a combined average of .854 
for the first half of the season, com- 
pared to a percentage of .977 for the 
corresponding interval last year. 


Jooss Ballet Tied Up 
With Savoyard Troupe 





Because of Bookings 





ae are, or were, too many bal- 
; Son tour. At least that is what 
= management of the Jooss Ballet 
<ul told and explains the curious 
—_ee of the European dance 
: t with the Gilbert and Sullivan 
Peretta company at the St. James, 
Be The warbling section of the 

. is by the Boston Comic Opera 

Renee by R. H. Burnside. 
gc hey S. company, however; is 
ae e Shubert road shows and 
Erte understood not aimed for 
the sate fe Idea of combining with 
perth — dancers strengthened the 
hrs which has been faring 
(21) — opening last Wednesday 
he he ticket scale of $2.20 top 
oom — a moderate operating pay- 
‘cs espite the number of persons 

saa Re the dual show. 

- >) dancers opened at the 
wor N. Y., last fall and moved to 
roa theatre, during which period 
an han to book the road were not 
fee ee. It was a case of team- 
den P with the G. & S. show,- or 


tact of the Jooss position is the 
that it is an endowed group, 


| livan revivals, St. James. 





of the cast said to be working at 
| the $50 weekly minimum, the aver- 
|age deckhand draws $4 more, so 
i|that the backstage outlay compares 
|to the player payroll. 

Others on a cut are ‘Brooklyn, 
| U.S.A., Forrest; ‘Papa Is All,’ Guild; 
|\‘Spring Again,’ Playhouse, and ‘High 
| Kickers,’ Broadhurst. Arrangement 
for the latter is effective only for 
some weeks, dependent on when the 
gross drops under a fixed level, and 
it is understood the players received 
full pay for most of the engagement 
to date. 

With the latest ‘Porgy and Bess’ 
on the Sunday performance list, mu- 
sical strength on that day is in- 
creased, others being ‘Sons O’ Fun,’ 
Winter Garden; ‘Banjo Eyes,’ Holly- 
wood; ‘Kickers,’ and Gilbert and Sul- 
livan revivals, St. James. Starting 
Next Sun- 
day (1), ‘Papa’; ‘Clash by Night,’ 
Belasco, and ‘Crown Cafe,’ Cort, 
join the card on that day. 








but the funds are frozen in England. 
Former Dorothy Whitney, who was 
Mrs. Willard Straight and is now 
wedded to Leonard Elmhurst, pro- 
vided the backing. She resides in 
London. She also is said to be the 
biggest backer of The New Republic 
and Theatre Arts Monthly magazines. 

Ballet is a completely cooperative 
group. Of the 27 people in the unit, 
25 are refugees, there being 12 dif- 
ferent nationalities represented. 
Originally the dancers were under 
the jurisdiction of the American 
Guild of Musical. Artists, but no 
regulations of that union were re- 
quired because of the refugee angle. 
Equity, which does not countenance 


CUT-PRICE TICKETS 





Cut-price ticket service to Army 
and Navy officers visiting New York 
is now available. Recuctions for legit 
and picture theatres can be had 
by those of rank not higher than 
captain in the Army, or naval lieu- 
tenants of senior grade. Office has 
been opened for that purpose at the 
Hotel Commodore, where tickets can 
be had at half the boxoffice price. 
Outfit is called the Officers Service 
Committee and is staffed with 
debutantes. Charles C. Auchincloss 
is chairman of the new arm, with 
Mrs. Marshall Field co-chairman. 


John Golden, who, with Mrs. 
Julius Ochs Adler heads the mayor’s 
committee for recreation for men in 
the service, conceived the half-price 
ticket plan, and reports the coopera- 
tion of a majority of managers. 
Committee, which headquarters at 
99 Park avenue, near the Com- 
modore, distributes free tickets to 
shows and pictures to non-commis- 
sioned seamen and soldiers. It had 
been active in entertaining visiting 
service men and thousands of com- 
plimentaries are given them weekly. 


New service was inaugurated Mon- 
day (26), when Golden was host to 
50 boxoffice heads and officials at 
lunch in the Commodore. Plan was 
worked out after conferences with 
ticket men. Managers are to set 
aside a certain number of tickets 
for each performance for the offi- 
cers, whether shows are selling out 
or not. Special telephone lines are 
to be used through ticket agencies 
to the various theatres participating. 


Likely that the new service will 
be expanded. Request has come 
from ranking officers that a method 
be worked out whereby they can 
buy tickets at boxoffice prices, with- 
out going to agencies. Pointed out 
that most officers are in New York 
for but short periods, especially 
those in the Navy, and that it is 
difficult for them to purchase tick- 
ets, especially for the hits. 
Matter of admission tax has not 
| been fully worked out. Ccntention 
| is that the wording of the Federal 
law exempts all men in uniform, but 
a ruling whether the provision ap- 
plies to tickets bought as well as 
free admissions has not yet been 
obtained. Servicemen attending USO 
shows on military and naval reser- 
| vations even pay the 10% tax. Un- 
derstood the matter has been called 
to the attention of the White House. 
Reduced price tickets sold otherwise 
require a 10% on the original price. 








| 
'Saroyan Puts N. Y. Crix 
In Dither Even When 





| are 
ror service orricers Utier Groups Join Equity In 


Demand For More Plays on Camp 
Route; USO Looks to Next Year 





Sugar and Old Lace 


Clinton Sundberg, who plays the 
part of the drama ‘ritic in ‘Arsenic 
and Old Lace,’ at the Fulton, N. Y., 
was married Sunday night (18) in 
New York to Margaret Joyce, under- 
study and assistant stage manager in 
the show. They met several months 
ago when Sundberg succeeded Allyn 
Joslyn in the cast. 

Other members of the cast did not 
know the couple intended being mar- 
ried, so there was considerable rib- 
bing when they turned up at the 
theatre. 


STAGEHANDS IN 
EXTRA - PAY 
CLAIM 


Local No. 1, New York stagehands 
union, has raised a new issue with 
the managers, demanding that its 
men be paid double time for work 
done when pictures of players and 
scenes are taken for publication. 
Union says it is okay if the photos 
are for lobby frames, but contends 
that other useage is for commercial 
purposes. Managers have contested 
the claims heatedly, saying that 
publicity is vital in prolonging en- 
gagements. 

Managers have pointed out that 
heads of departments are required 
to be on the job each week day 
from one to five p.m. whether a 
performance is played or not. Fact 
that the deckhands have nothing to 
do on non-matinee days makes their 
claims less understandable to show- 
men. Stagehands counter with the 
argument that they don’t object to 
reporting and working daily on the 
show, but not for other people. 
Managers say they have virtually no 
work in connection with the pho- 
tography and are being paid the 
regular rate anyhow. 

Another argument by the union is 
that when such photographs appear 
in magazines, like Life, for instance, it 
saves that publication money which 
it would ordinarily pay models, or 














Only in the Abstract 


| 
Broadway’s aritics were in a dither | 
last week over Samson Raphaelson’s | 
'new comedy, ‘Jason,’ which opened | 
at the Hudson Wednesday (21). 
Play is principally about a fastidious 
jreviewer, not identified by the 
|critics, and a playwright, generally | 
i conceded to be William Saroyan., 





| Only one reviewer rated it a hit 
| without qualification, Robert Cole- | 
|man, of the N. Y. Mirror, calling it | 
ithe best play of the season, also wane, 
|best Raphaelson has ever written. 
|Three reviewers liked it fairly well, | 
|while another trio took ‘Jason’ as a | 
affront, 
was born 


especially one} 
in the south. 


personal 
i whose wife 
| Wife of the play’s critic hails from 


below the Mason and Dixon line, 


| Brooks Atkinson of the Times was 
lespecially steamed up, calling the | 
people of the play ‘cardboard char- 
script was |} 
Jason is a} 


| 


| 
| too. 
| 


lacters’ and saying the 
‘written in a vacuum... 
humorless prig surfeited with en- 
nui... if drama critics live with the | 
magnificence of Jason this depart- 
ment is cheated and hereby puts in | 
for a stiff raise.’ 


John Anderson, of the Journal- 
American, liked it and commented 
that ‘drama critics may be fascinat- 
ing only to other drama critics, God 
forbid.’ Louis Kronenberger in PM 
said ‘we are dull to write about.’ 
Richard Lockridge, of the Sun, 
ithought it good theatre, ‘entertain- 
ling if literary narcissism.’ John 
Mason Brown, of the World-Tele- 
gram, referred to fellow reviewers 
as ‘ungentlemen of the press in the 
hallowed Critics Circle.’ Burns 








irector of Westboro Town Hall Play- 


authors in the case of text. When 


a claim reportedly around $400 was 


made by the union for two. hours 
work at the Hollywood theatre dur- 
ing the cameraing of ‘Banjo Eyes 
matter was taken up with the League 
of New York theatres, which advised 
Al Lewis, the show’s producer, not 
to pay the bill. Another similar 
claim, but for a much smaller 
amount, goes for ‘Junior Miss,’ at 
Lyceum. A third show is reported 


| to have paid under protest, while | 


‘The Wookey’ (closed) cancelled a 
magazine photo display because of 
union demands, 

Matter of double time is one of 
the points to be discussed this week 
between the managers and the stage- 
hands, who are conferring over 


changes of working conditions in | 
r mike thin irec Sunda (1) , . x 
contract which expires Sunday (1).| vision of the Fight for Freedom 


Alan Holmes In Army 


Westboro, Jan. 27 } 
Alan Gray Holmes, managing di- | 
last | 


house (strawhatter) announced 
week before enlisting in Army that 
theatre would operate next summer 
as usual. His sister, Edna Holstrom, 
who has been Holmes’ secretary and 
treasurer since he came here five 
years ago, will be in charge. Dann 
Malloy will handle direction of plays 
again. 

Holmes has been assigned to 52nd 
Coast Artillery at Fort Hancock, 
Sandy Hook, N. J., where he will be 


~~ 


| needy 





Movement to have more legit 
shows in the army camps is gaining 
momentum, other groups in the 
legit field besides Equity asking 
what happened to the promises to 
book in stage shows. Late last week 
a pointed communication was sent 
to Camp Shows, Inc., by the Emere 
gency Council of the Legitimate 
Theatre, seeking an _ explanation. 
Council had mulled the matter and 
decided that such an issue came 
within its wartime functions. 

Protest followed the visit to the 
Council of a committee from the 
Theatrical Managers and Agents. 
Latter claims it has no axe to grind, 
as its members are company man- 
agers and ugents for the shows tour- 
ing the camps. Attention of man- 
agers and other groups comprising 
the Council was called to the poten- 
tialities, principally that plays in 
camps would develop future thea- 
tregoers, biggest percentage of the 
men in uniform never having seen 
a play. Reported that some of them 
refer to the sparse legit showings 
as ‘living moving pictures.’ 

In the letter of inquiry and pro- 
test, it was intimated that contracts 
for films was limiting the playing 
time of units and plays to two per- 
formances in some camps. Charged 
that picture interests got the jump 
on theatre people and, because of 
contracts, are in a position to dic- 
tate whether other shows shall be 
booked. Fact that most camp thea- 
tres were not equipped for stage 
performances of any kind may ex- 
plain the ‘in’ of the film end. 

Already known that soldier shows, 
some already playing, are being or- 
ganized by the Morale Division of 
the Second Army Corps area. Quite 
a number of men in uniform are 
from the theatre, while others are 
volunteers with a yen for theatri- 
cals. Around 30 such shows are 
planned, admission gratis. Activity 
of the service people themselves is 
probably responsible for renewed 
agitation over the use of profes- 
sional entertainment. 

People concerned declare they are 
not motivated by the idea of profit. 
Actors are getting little over the 
minimum, while most authors are 
willing to forego royalties. Others 
on Broadway are anxious to help 
and the matter of compensation igs 
not the inspiration. 

USO’s Promise 
| Squawks of legit people that USO- 

Camp Shows, Inc., has neglected 
| them will find no answer this season, 
but will be reflected next fall in a 


(Continued on page 52) 
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| 
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‘|3 Theatrical War 


Relief Organizations 


Now in Co-Op Setup 





There are three organizations of 
volunteers within the theatre func- 
tioning for war relief which have 


been developing along separate 
lines, but which are now mecre or 
less coordinated and operating in 


harmony. They are the Emergency 
Council of the Legitimate Theatre, 
American Theatre Wing and the 
Stage, Screen, Radio and Arts Di- 


group. 

Functions of each have been clari- 
fied. The Wing is raising $100,000 
to be primarily devoted to relief of 
families of professionals in 
the services. The Division is vir- 
tually a production outfit, designed 
to stage benefit shows or to have 
suck events under its auspices. 
Emergency Council is principally to 
be the clearing house for all pro- 
posals for war benefit performances. 

Emergency Council was formed 
originally to function in the event 
of air raids, a protective body of 
and for the theatre. It is made up 
of committeemen from __ actors 
(Equity ), dramatists, managers 


technical director of the theatre in | ‘(League of New York Theatres), 


the Morale Division. 





QUITS AS STOCK DIRECTOR 

Howard Wendell, director of the | 
Saginaw (Mich.) Players for three} 
years, has resigned to organize his | 





co-ops, ruled that its regulations | ing, while Richard Watts, of the | ginia Beach, Va. 


| would not apply to the Jooss peopie 


for the same reason. 


|Herald-Tribune, was moderately | 
} amused, 


Norman Earl Thompson, technical 
director, will take over his post. 


stagehands, company and _ house 
managers, and agents and ticket 
sellers. Only group not represented 
is the musicians’ union, that absence 
not being explained. 

Council has expanded its func- 
tions, but stated that it will not be 


| Mantle, of the News, liked the act- | own summer stock company at Vir- | active in presenting benefits. James 


F. Reilly is chairman of the council, 
quartered in the managers’ league 
offices, 
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Plays on Broadway 


CAFE CROWN 





PORGY AND BESS | 


(REVIVAL) Com ree acts, one scene, by H. § 
, | Kraft, presented by Carly Wharton & Mar- 
Musical melodrama in three acts presented | .5) Gapel at Cort. N. ¥ Jan. 23. °42 
at the M:jestic N. Vaan 22, “42. bY | Peatures Sam Jaffe and Morris Carnovsks 
Chery! C “= ore by George Gersh- stawed by Etla Kazac setting, Boris Aron- 
win; book by DuBose Heyward; lyrics son: $4.40 ling; $3.30 thereafter 
Heyward and Tra G hwin; staged Robs | Customer ar Mervin Williams 
ert Ross; choral singing «¢ ected y Eva Walter. ....cccess ee John Brone 
Jessy conductor Alexandet _ vier NE a A ee | Jed Cogu 
Todd Dur n nd Anne B n featured Ney ee Pads Ee eae ‘ Jay Adler 
settings by Herbert Andrews; 82.75 top Ae IT ei SNR eS Alfred Whit 
Marit ..ccee> a é Georectte Harve MI lel Polan ae es Daniel Ocko 
Lily. .seeeess 798 o* Felen Dowd TOON. sas ccamene ee weeee- Frank Gould] 
BRRIO. i. cee+:éstbheoss eens Catherir \ \ riman pans aa Paulin Miller 
CHOTA: 6c eos aw6eonesee eee H t tt Jacl n ON RD ED PIN LOPES Sam Jaffe | 
Jake aoe 49 eee tes wee Bd rd Matt! DRI \steansevvkbia teerees Lou Polan!| 
Sportin’ Tit on heaee mae Avon LOng | Walter. ....cccccsoccccece Whitner Risrell 
Mingo.... Perret er .-.-Jimmy Waters | pogen; So See oe oa Solen Burry 
RODDINS. 6 eee eee eee eee ees ++. Her Davis | Toplite.:.:....0ccsseses , Eduard Franz 
BOTORR oc ccc cs eesccorsseccece Ru iz Lester Freed. ...sssceosess Sam Wanamaker 
BUD. cawsenese ietdeninabvicges Jack Carr | Nor ¥ ae Marv Masoe 
Peter.....0-- sete reeeeereree Rol t EK ’ vd | PEEP TPERETTTL Te ..Mitzi Hojos 
POPE «osc v0 a ceccosves .. Tedd Dunean | David Cole .Morris Carnovesky 
Shas aah 306006060502 0% Wart Cc meat Ceoree Run i als Sal . George Petrie 
Bess... 2... sess eeecers \nr Brown | Lipsky nee ae ...Robert Leonard 
Ist Policeman.........William) Richardson | Newspaner Man.....-. Abraham J. Svelvin 
2nd Police ’ Du Pont Ann hs a 05.6s eee ees Murgaret Walle 
Detective .......00+- Git Per Be Ra Michael Gorrin 
Undertaker sees ... John Garth | Messenger Roy ; weeeeeeesTom Jordan | 
Frazier.. ...-J3. Rosamund Johnson Re | 
Nelson William Bower ; s 
Strawher Womat Helen Dowdy Rarely has a strictly localized. dia- 
Cra® “tke William Woolfolk | lectic play made good on Broadawy. | 
Coroner \l West hut this comedy counterpart of the | 
— New York eastside’s Cafe Rovale has 
Not until the orchestra struck up/a fairly good chance to turn the trick. | 
‘The Star-Spangled Banner’ at the It s ge yy humor understandable 
a ‘ tO all. nas m: e g » | 
final curtain did the enthusiastic las a human quality that’s as | 


warming as it is amusing, and its 
characterizations of the Yiddish the- 
atre’s habitues are hardly exagger- 
ated. 


opening night audience desist ap- 
plauding the superlative performance 
of the George Gershwin musical : 

In evaluating it as an entertain- 


melodrama, ‘Porgy and Bess,’ at the : 

Sy aye ;|ment, first consideration must be 
Majestic. The exhibition of appre-| given to Sam Jaffe and Morris Car- 
ciation was a rare first-night thrill, | novsky, whose magnificent perform- 
and that the revival will be among | ances peed  oayrtre dh bin man- 

é : .<« ;. | age to sustain the occasiona spotty 
the season's best supported shows is| ccrint by H. S. Kraft, who pa ra 
clearly indicated. have concentrated more on gags than 

The revival comes seven years/an entirely engrossing plot. Most of 
after the original presentation by;|the humor is inherent in the Jaffe 
yi by sea Guild. It played the | and Carnovsky characterizations. 

vin for 14 weeks, but the engage- Jaffe. in ssi : 
ment ended somewhat in the red be-| acting job —. hag ABs 
cause of its then costly operation, |the show’s standout. As Hymie the 
according to the Guild management. | busboy, he’s a close copy of the Cafe 
Weekly nut was fairly large so far as| Royale’s own Herman. a fabulous 
the cast went, but the outlay for the | character who is known to finance 
men in the pit ran to big money.| Yiddish shows and actors as a side- 
There were then 42 men in the or-|line to rushing the chopped. liver 
chestra, whereas for the revival there | Carnovsky’s role as David Cole is 
are 27. | evidently a takeoff of the late Jacob 

Original was the only show with} Adier, Yiddish theatre star, whose 
colored artists that ever had a $4.40 | wives and children were legion, and 
top, and it was figured that the scale|it calls for much scenery-chewing 
was too high. -Grosves totaled $24,-|and prolonged flowery speeches, 
000 weekly for a time, but when the| which well illustrate the pseudo- 
count dropped under $20,000 there| geniuses who inhabit the Second 
was an operating loss. Top price | avenue Sardi’s, 
now is $2.75, but it is housed in the Story hangs on a thin thread, con- 
biggest legit house in the Times|cerning the efforts of the Yiddish 
Square district. theatre’s standout name, David Cole, 

Gershwin’s melodies, which have | to get Hymie, the busboy. to. finance 
become widely popular since the|a modern Yiddish version of Shake- 
original production, furnish the! Speare’s ‘King Lear.’ Hymie has been 
strength of ‘Porgy,’ and the way the 'burned before by Cole’s Shake- 
score is played seems more impor- | Spearean experiments, and won't 
tant now than then. Alexander|tumble, even when Cole effects a 
Smallens is again conductor, and/|reconciliation with his wife and 
to him largely goes the credit for the | daughter, both w.k. actresses, so that 
currently fine presentation. He isnot|they will take leading roles along 
only the top name in the perform- ; with a comparative newcomer. 
ance, but also orchestrated the | played by Sam Wanamaker, in whom 
score and made possible the stirring | Cole sees starring possibilities. When 
renditions. Ordinarily he will not|Hymie balks in putting up the coin 
accept the baton unless the orchestra| the unexpected son by Cole’s first 
has at least 50 musicians. Music | and forgotten marriage furnishes the 
lovers acknowledged his repute and| money. Opening night another com- 











each time he entered the pit open-|plication sets in when Wanamaker 
ing night he was applauded. Also a|gets an offer to go to Hollywood 
definite factor in ‘Porgy’s’ new-|immediately. The boy is in love 


found popularity has been the wide | with Cole’s daughter and wants to 
radio playing of the Gershwin tunes. | stick, but Cole pulls a surprisingly 
Excellence in performance is also | generous gesture by stepping into the 
accounted for by the reappearance | role himself and freeing the juve for 
of the leads and most of the oftrers| the cinema world, : 
of the original cast, but there are| Cast is very populous for a straight 
two newcomers who rate highly too.| play, there being 22 players in all 
Todd Duncan an? Anne Brown re-|and most of them are capital. Wan- 
prise the title parts and well earn |amaker and Mary Mason, as the ro- 
their featuring. His baritoning of! mantic pair, are good looking capa- 
‘I’ve Got Plenty of Nuttin’’ is a high-| ble and rate attention from Holly- 
light. Their dueting of ‘Bess, You| wood. Whitner Bissell is likewise 
Is My Woman Now’ and ‘I Loves | excellent as the son who bounds into 
You, ‘Porgy’ also wins  plaudits.| the strange-to-him Yiddish th 
Avon Long, the new Sportin’ Life,| world from Australia, and John 
originally played by Bubbles (Buck! Brone, as another Cafe ‘Crown wait- 


and), goes on high with ‘It Ain’t|er, has numerous comedy lines and 
Necessarily So’ and, with Miss| delivers them well. Daniel Ocko, as 
Brown, is excellent with ‘There’s a|a Yiddish drama critic. and Eduard 


‘ lh, - 9 . , _? » ‘ 7 T , ‘rs P ] ; 
Boat ‘That s Leavin’ Soon for New| Franz, a frustrated playwright who 
York Harriet Jackson, also new, | has just completed his 103d epic, are 


does very well with another favorite, | important, well-played cogs in the 

‘Sur rT; " ’ Teg « “Tia : Of: th 

summer Time.’ while Warren Cole- play. Ditto Mitzi Hajos. George Pe- 
‘ . hd - e - ‘ 7 > TY - ~» 5 

man sturdily handles ‘A Red Headed | tri, Paula Miller, Lou Polan. Mar- 


Woman.’ 

Ensemble singing is best in the 
third-act choral numbers. ‘Clara. | 
Don’t Be Downhearted’ and, for the | Kazan did a good job. Setting by 
stirring finale, ‘I'm On My Way.’| Boris Aronson is fine. and evidences 
Eva Jessye directed the choral sing-|a close study of Cafe Royale itself 
ing, which figures in making ‘Porgy’ “Scho. _ 
more in the operatic form. Orig- 
inally it was billed as opera, but 
nearly 45 minutes have been deteted. 
The dullish interludes are absent and 
the performance moves forward 
steadily. 

Story of the crippled Porgy of 
Catfish Row, who falls in love with 


| garet Waller and Robert Leonard 
In spots the direction was hardly 
strong, although on the whole 


Comedy in three acts by Samson Raphael- 
son, staged by the author; setting by John 
Root; presented by George Abbott, at Hud- 


son theatre, N. Y.,; Jan. 21, °42; $3.30 top 
($4.40 opening?. . 


| leading 


a moderate run, but is unlikely to 
pay off the investment. Picture pros- 
pects are dubious. 

| The play is understood to be a re- 
written version of ‘In My Opinion,’ 
|which Raphaelson tried out two 
| cummers ago at the Berksrire play- 
house. Stockbridge, Mass. Like most 
professional playwrights, Raphaelson 
has long nursed a grudge against the 
critics and, according to those who 
recall ‘In My Opinion,’ it was an un- 
successful attempt to pillory the 
aisle-sitters. Probably in the vari- 
ous revisions the author’s original 
theme has been pretty much lost, for 
while ‘Jason’ aims a few barbs at the 
reviewers, it doesn’t appear to have 
any pervading message or idea. 

A drawing room triangle, ‘Jason’ 
deals with a distinguished critic, his 
wife, and a super-egoist playwright. 
Despite some bright dialog and sev- 
eral amusing scenes, the play’s chief 
interest for first-nighters seemed te 
se the question of the identity of the 
characters. There was no 
attempt to hide the fact that the un- 
inhibited playwright represents Wil- 
liam Sarovan, with only mild exag- 
gveration. Ravhaelson is said to deny 
that any of «he three critics were 


‘drawn from life, though first-nighters 
were inclined to identify the lead as 


an approximation of George Jean 
Nathan. Other two critics were 
vaguely reminiscent of Richard 
Watts. Jr., and Burns Mantle, though 
in their cases any resemblances were 
remote. Raphaelson’s idea of how a 
critic lives and works is. satiric, 
whether he intends it so or not. 

Play's plot shows how a play- 

wright, disguised as a messenger 
boy, gains entrance to a critic’s home. 
Between writing a new script in the 
critic’s library, starting a crap game, 
filling the place with nondescript 
neighbors and trying to seduce the 
critic’s wife, he rudely shakes up the 
critic’s life. At the end, the critic 
has nearly lost his wife, but appar- 
ently his outlook and his existence 
are clarified. The playwright, who 
started as an ingratiating chap, turns 
out to be a heel, but is conceded to 
be a brilliant writer. But the play, 
which started out amusingly, peters 
out. 
Author of ‘Accent on Youth’ and 
‘Skylark’ again demonstrates his tal- 
ent for provocative situations and 
glittering dialog, but his newest play 
is shallow, with a slick-paper mag 
glibness and showiness. A star name 
would help it at the boxoffice, but 
there isn’t a star part in the script. 
Although producer George Abbott 
is recognized as a top director, 
Raphael himself has staged “Jason.’ 
It’s a competent, if fairly obvious, 
job. 

Nicholas Conte, as the playwright 
member of the triangle, resembles 
Saroyan in appearance and in his 
headlong manner. He also gives a 
convincingly gusty performance. As 
the critic-lead, Alexander Knox does 
extremely well with an unyielding 
part. Although he must carry the 
action, he has to underplay through- 
out and the character has only occa- 
sional moments of appeal. Helen 
Walker gives an unevenly, but gen- 
badly-written part of the 
wife. 

Ellen Hall gives a competent por 
trayal of a secretary, while Ray- 





theatre | 


Elia | 


and loses Bess, is interesting not so 
much for the outbursts that are cli- 
maxed by the two homicides but for 
the vividness of the characterizations 


and the principal setting. Simulation | 


of the storm scene might have been 
better worked out, but the terror of 
the women is one of the better bits 
of staging by Robert Ross. 

‘Porgy and Bess’ should now be in 
general demand because of its mod- 
erate ticket prices. Immediate pub- 
lic reaction to the revival is some- 
what a surprise, but there is little 
doubt that the show is in for a run. 
Ibee. 
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Se SMR ck vuegeavadsiwid «hes Ellen Hall 
i See bé68650 0066 0% Eulabelle Moore 
Messenge ere eocccecccess++- Nicholas Conte 
SOG. COU. . cisacsbes me eee y Alexander Knox 


pee Te... kn ci vendat ‘ -Helen Walker 
George Bronson........Raymond Greenleaf 
| Bill Squibb thon o<#in William Niles 
Humphrey Crocker.........-B. G. Marshall 
Nick Wiggins...... COP G00¢0%% Knox Stevens 
MEOMROUN . coubicsséves TTY TITTLE ere Tom Tully 
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If Samson Raphaelson was trying 
to put across any particular idea in 
‘Jason’ he didn’t succeed in express- 
ing it clearly enough: Comedy is 
occasionally diverting, but apparently 
too thin for Broadway. It may have 














mond Greenleaf and William Miles 
| seem believably untheatrical as crit- 
lies. E. G. Marshall, Eulabelle Moore, 
| Knox Stevens, Tom Tully and Edna 
| West are plausible in supporting 
parts. Incidentally, Miles, who oper- 
| ates the Stockbridge strawhat where 
|Raphaelson tried out the original 
| script, is making his first stage ap- 
| pearance in a number of years. 

| John Root’s single setting is both 
| handsome and practical. Hobe. 


| i on a 
| 
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| LILY OF THE VALLEY 


| Melodrama in three acts presented at the 
| Windsor, N. Y., Jan. 26, ’41, by Gilbert 
| Miller: written and staged by Ben Hecht; 
| Siegfried Rumann and Myron McCormick 
featured; setting by Harry Horner; $5.30 
} top 
| Smaley.....cccccccscsesces Edmund Dorsey 
| BUtcR...-ccceee pOeeseee ue David Kerman 
fb BOIS s...02 s cccedecsdoveewes Charles Mendick 
AmGy BELLIS. ocscbeeden tones ex Joseph Pevney 
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I I B ’ » Cla ( I 
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Blakie Gagin...ccccesses Richard ‘I 
I Se epee Fee Katharin 
shorty... WRETTriry f: Myron McCor 
wise (the Misér)..ccese: Day Hoff n 
Annie - Grania O'Malley 
Bar, WRITKEROM. 00s ccccvee Eugene Keith 
R Sven Houseman... Siegfried Rumann 
D PRU oo ph 5 56 650 06000446505 60-060.05 John Shellie 





Some surprising plays turn up on 
Broadway, but when a name author 


and manager combine to offer such a 
grisly drama as ‘Lily of the Valley’ 
it is doubly disappointing. One of 
the derelicts in the play is given to 
quoting betting odds, but not with a 
wide enough spread that the play has 
a chance. 

Ben Hecht has figured in at least 
| one exciting success on the stage and 
{stands high in Hollywood. That 
makes his selection of material for 
‘Lily’ the less understandable. Pos- 
sible that he got the idea after doing 
pieces for PM and it is probably the 
first time a mortuary has been se- 
lected for theatrical fare. 


Play is enacted in the office of 
police lieutenant Balboa in the New 
York county morgue, who regards his 
duty of trying to identify the name- 
less dead to be important. He is be- 








| Actors and Artistes of America. 
| Most Equityites appear to feel that it would be leading with their chins 


| 


erally acceptable performance in the | 
critic's | 


Inside Stuff—Lesit 


There has been little mention of ‘one big union’ among 
and the idea appears to have been shelved permanently. Principal rea 
|son why the plan will probably not eventuate is the Strong financial posi. 
ltion of Equity as compared to other talent unions within the Associated 








actors recently 


to enter into a single-union arrangement, since the plan would doubt! 
call for Equity to turn over its surplus to the general fund. 

When the one-union idea cropped up there were many squawks jn 
Equity over the requirement to pay dues in the radio union or Screen 
Actors Guild when moving from one field to another. Equity leaders Say 
that when actors leave the stage for radio or picture jobs they do so to 
increase their earnings and, therefore, should not object to paying dues 
to the other unions. When such switches are made Equity gets the worst 
of it because members are required to pay but one-half the dues ($9) an. 
nually. They also have the privilege of getting withdrawal cards, thereby 
paying no Equity dues for the time they’re not on the stage. Some of the 
other Four A’s unions have sliding-scale dues, including SAG and Amer. 
ican Federation of Radio Artists. Dues in the latter can reach $60 per 
year, while in the picture union the amounts often run much higher. . 


essly 


Charles G. Stewart, who was general manager for Rowland Stebbins 
during the long run of ‘The Green Pastures’ at the Mansfield, N. Y., has 
the same post for ‘Porgy and Bess,’ which was revived to acclaim by 
Cheryl] Crawford and John Wildberg at the Majestic last week. Clarence 
Jacobson, who was back with ‘Pastures’ on the road, is company manager 
of ‘Pastures,’ while William Goldheart, who was treasurer of the Mansfield 
during the ‘Pastures’ engagement, is in the Majestic boxoffice, switched 
from the Forrest when long lines of ticket buyers appeared. Goldheart 
was also treasurer at Maplewood, operated by Miss Crawford and Wild- 


| berg as a summer stock and tryout spot. 


Avon Long, one of the few players not in the original company, attracted 
attention during ‘Porgy’s’ showing in Boston. A night club operator of- 
fered to pay him $500 for a week’s appearance, that being plenty more 
than his stage salary. He was unable to accept. 

‘Porgy’ is not being billed this time as opera, but the program details 
the story of the play scene by scene, somewhat in: the operatic manner, 


They'll hock the mortgage around the Oscar Serlin office to lay odds 
that a Pittsburgh report mentioning the number one ‘Life with Father’ 
playing that town this summer is scur. Word from there fixes the start- 
ing date as May 11, but tickets are on sale at the Empire, N. Y., nearly up 
to that time. They don’t have to be coaxed much to bet ‘Father’ will run 
through the third year on Broadway. It is now in its 116th week. 

There are two companies on the road, but Serlin knows nothing of a plan 
to try for a summer run at the Nixon, Pittsburgh. One of the touring out- 
fits played the Senator, a picture house there, for two weeks last Novem- 
ber to big money, and local show people think that ‘Father’ can repeat for 
a longer pericd. Nixon has not been lighted during summer since 1928, 
when Harry Bannister and Ann Harding headed a stock company in the 
house. is 


When Equity’s council reversed itself last week and issued a legit casting 
permit to Myron Selznick, it took a bit of convincing. Committee which 
favored Selznick had no idea that the recommendation would be turned 
down, which was the reason the application was brought up again s0 
promptly. 

There were around 30 letters from Equity members now on the Coast 
favoring the Selznick permit, and some were read to the council, Most of 
the communications were signed by picture names, those players saying 
that if they returned to the stage they preferred to be represented by the 
Coast caster, rather than by New York agents whom they hardly know, 
Selznick has had a N. Y. office for four years and said he was not inter- 
ested in getting stage jobs for his clients, unless authorized by Equity. 





At the request of Annabella herself, 20th-Fox has called off its ex- 
ploiteers assigned to see that she received over-all press coverage in cities 
where Chi company of ‘Blithe Spirit’ was playing. Understood that in 
Pittsburgh last week, where No. 2 company of Noel Coward hit was 
breaking in, preponderance of publicity for Frenck-American actress, at 
virtual exclusion of other three stars, Dennis King, Estelle Winwood and 
Carol Goodner, caused plenty of dissension in the company and, conscious 
of her co-players’ chilly attitude towards her, Annabella asked studio to 
let show’s agent, Carleton Miles, handle everything. Although she’s not 
|under contract to 20th, assignment of a special man was a gesture to her 
| husband, Tyrone Power. 








Morris Carnovsky, in ‘Crown Cafe,’ which opened at the Cort, N. Y. 
last Friday (23), left the cast of ‘My Sister Eileen,’ Biltmore, to appear 
in the new comedy but he has a string to the ‘Eileen’ job. He has a letter 
from producer Max Gordon verifying a leave of absence for six weeks, 
so in the event that ‘Cafe’ does not click, he can return to ‘Eileen,’ which 
|has been playing more than a year. 

Louis Sorin replaced Carnovsky in the run-comedy but was advised of 
| the conditions of the latter’s withdrawal. 


} 

| Little theatres throughout the country showed a preference for five 
| plays, four of which had successful runs on Broadway and later were 
snapped up for pictures. Survey conducted by house organ of 114 com- 
munity theatres revealed that cracker boxes gave more stagings to the 
| following than any of the others made available to them: ‘George Wash- 
ington Slept Here,’ ‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ ‘Ladies in Retirement,’ 
|‘The Male Animal’ and ‘Jim Dandy.’ 








One of the most unusual tripling up of jobs has Frank Mayer, secretary 
| to Minneapolis Mayor Marvin L. Kline, also handling Minneapolis sym- 
phony orchestra and Lyceum theatre (legit road shows) publicity. Mayer 


is former local newspaperman and ex-University of Minnesota football 


"| player. He handled the aforementioned publicity jobs prior to his appoint- 


| ment to the mayor’s secretaryship. 
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lievable, as are a couple of detective: | . 
and a photographer, but most of the E. D. Dowling to Coast 
other characters are not. ° 

For New Musical Cast 


Six nondescripts have been re- 
ceived during the day, dead by rea- 
son of suicide, illness, starvation, ex- —_——— 

Eddie Duryea Dowling, staget of 
‘Hellzapoppin’ and the current ‘Sons 
o’ Fun’ for Olsen and Johnson, planed 





posure and accident. These people 
are the scum of the slums. They 
appear in the room as ghosts, garbed 
in their shabby ciothes. One is a 
63-year-old street walker; another 


tired of poverty; third is described as 
just a bum; fourth a dock walloper 
who imbibed poison booze, and the 
last a young girl killed by accident. 

Nearby mission is gutted by fire 
and Sven Houseman, Norwegian 
evangelist, moves his sorry array of 
utensils in for the night. Through 
a process claimed to be a miracle, 
Sven is able to see and talk to the 
ghosts. One is a miser, whom Sven 
makes reveal the hiding place of a 
hoard. Sven returns with the for- 
tune, acting as though nutty. The 
washer of bodies sees the money, 


(Continued on page. 52). 





to the Coast recently with Herb 
Yates. Intends combining vacation 
with lining up names for a musical 
to be produced in the spring by the 
Shuberts. Also will gather material 
for a book to be supplied to army 
posts that are too remote to get tour 
ing shows and therefore stage thet 
own entertainment. 

Dowling just completed staging 3 
new USO-Camp Shows, Inc., unit 
with a cast including Yvette, Sid 
Marion, Cliff Hall and Lois Harber. 
Troupe will be sent to service posts 
in northern areas. 
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ed (1,300; $3.30). Outlook bright, taking | ment of ‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ when |. Blithe Spirit’ (2d Co.)—Amer- | size of house prevents big grosses;| big money; revival of George Gersh- 
of - $17,000. eo Berl (ist | Vollmer Dahlstrand, head of the mu- ican, St. Louis (28-31); English, In-| over $13,000. win colored cast musical opened sen- 
re Panama Hatt e, rlanger OT tame organization, insisted upon dianapolis (2-4); Hartman, Columbus,| ‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Fulton | Sationally; can gross $25,000 and 
week) (1,400; $3.30). Started out ; ; * p O. (5-7 é should get it; j 
} ; . (5-7). (54th week) (CD-938; $3.30). One of | Should get it; debutted last midweek 
ll be here a 1 t compliance with a union ruling that ‘$ . 
ils sharply and wi e here a long time th : h ‘Blossom Time’—Biltmore, Los An-|the standouts that moved upward and got $14,000 in four times. 
following hearty initial session at e national anthem be played at les (28- d ted d ‘ ‘Gi > 
1,000 every performance. When ‘Native geles (28-7). and was quoted around $15,000; not Gilbert and Sullivan Jooss Ballet, 
ie Gemm Si vee! Marcle (ist len’ ccs tase cor Ft en age tr ‘Candle in the Wind’—Nixon,! materially under capacity at the|St. James (Ist week) (1,520; $2.20). 
ds week) (1,000; $2.75). Held down only | jowing week, however, the orches- | Pittsburgh (28-31); Masonic Aud., level. Double bill opened Wednesday (21) 
er’ by the low-rate subscription ducats renege - Gitar pre: ded to ion. ‘ania Rochester, N. Y. (2); Empire, Syra-; ‘Banjo Eyes,’ Hollywood (5th and drew fairly well thereafter. 
rt. put still a mighty entry at $14,000 on | TP veded for the court” | cuse, N. ¥. (3); Strand, Ithaca, N. ¥.| week) (M-1,563; $4.40). Big gross- | 9, Hedda Gabbler,’ Longacre (D-1,- 
its first week. m_ scene, e stage was 00) (4). py Buffalo. N. Y. (5-7) ing musical that advanced towards | 916; $3.30). Drama by Henrik Ibsen 
up i : Erlanger, Buffalo, N. Y. (5-7). : 
crowded to leave any room for the ‘Claudia’ (2d Co.)—Selwyn, Chi- | C@pacity mark and quoted close to revived by Luther Greene; opens 
un . . ye yoes om ys Boge oa cago (28-7) ams wees. i ‘ Thursday (29). 
s 5 . ‘ , Y 
" BRIGHT | scenes see cs | Sauce’ 00 co —empte, Bi-| aith'wert) cette $440) Sig 
ut was insistent, so it finally was ar- mingham, Ala. (28); City Aud., Jack-/ ly better; not so heavy at midweek ¢ ? 
m- ranged that the band play in the son, Miss. (29); Aud., Memphis (30- | matinee, but night performances vir- 
for basement under the stage, with the 31); Robinson Aud., Little Rock, Ark.| tually sellout; approaches $21,000 
28, doors to the pit open (2); Shrine Aud., Oklahoma City | mark. : 
he ’ ; ; (3); Music Hall, Kansas City (5-7). ‘Blithe Spirit,” Morosco (12 week) 
Audience smiled, but stood up re- ‘Corn Is Green’—Harris, Chicago (CD-936; $3.30). With another com- 
spectfully while the anthem was | (9.7) ; ~~ ' pany doing well on the road, original « 9 
| played, and some of them even sang , : 69 holds to fine takings with gross well 
in : Heart of a City’—Shubert, Ne é 
a Philadelphia, Jan. 27. to the music of the unseen but Seven 6.7) ’ 7 ' af over $17,000. , 
or There were no complaints to be | clearly audible orchestra. ‘Hellzapoppin’ (N. Y. Co.)—For- Brooklyn, U. S. A.,’ Forrest (Sth 
heard last week at the legit b.o.s. 2°) ee es Be week) (D-1,195; $3.30). Business ap- Boston, Jan. 27. 
80 With one of the three houses dark, rest, Philadelphia (28-7). pears to be grooved around $5,500| yy Sister Eileen’ co ed the best 
the other pair clicked solidly. ‘ ? ‘Hellzapoppin’ (2d Co.) — Com-| gait; can’t make profit at that figure. | phiz in town last week Ge ‘sina 
ast Estimates for Last Week FLOWERS FADES IN munity, Hershey, Pa. (28); Lyric,| ‘Claudia,’ Booth (50th week) (CD-| agement set four more stanzas to 
of ‘Hellzapoppin,’ Forrest (5th week) |Richmond (29-31); Aud., Raleigh,| 712; $3.30). Improved further to| make an eight-week run. Ann Co- 
o (1,800; $3.42). Still travelling at ca- ): ina, D c,| around $9,000 and is aimed beyond | rj ing in ‘White ( > di 
8 it + $32,500: h iN. C. (2); Carolina, Durham, N. C. adhinahents tiatidae: rio, starring in ‘White Cargo,’ did 
he a $32,500; stays through r 9 (3): National, Greensboro, N. C. (4); cafient aaah aoe ps 4 _ ne ex- | okay in a single week and came off 
W. ‘Candie in the Wind,’ Locust (2d Academy of Music, Roanoke, Va. (5);| "clash by Night,’ Belasco (th | tina Pastaou in ‘iedes euler’ nine 
r- week) (1,500; $3). Fewer ATS sub- Washington, Jan. 27, |State, Winston-Salem, N. C. (6);|, 1000: 44% tina Paxinou, in “Hedda Gabler,’ also 
eek) (1,500; $3). Fewer ATS su ye , week) (D-1,000; $3.30). Slipped last} won pleasing attention from the 
scriptions, but more public sales. Wilting’ and ‘faded’ were ad- | Aud., Asheville, N. C. (7). _ | week, with claimed takings nearly | press, but the Ibse ¢ 
p n play was not so 
Result, $20,400, giving show two |jectives unanimously applied, in ‘Junior Miss’ (USO)—Camp Davis, | $12,000; will join list playing Sun- forte at the boxoffice. Future book- 
x. solid weeks of profit despite luke- effect at least, by critics to ‘Flowers Wilmington, N. C. (28); New River | days. ing slate in the Hub is bare. 
es apr aiitanoora of Virtue, and so Mare Con, | Marine Base, N. C. (29); Camp Croft,| | ‘Crown Cafe,” Cort (CD-1,064; Estimates for Last Week 
in se sehen 10 new Mare (on | Spartanburg, S. C. (31-2); Ft. Jack- | $3.30). Opened Friday (23) last week] wy. cite, piteen’ Wilbur (4th 
«| CORNELL-BURKE’ nelly, bly,,.bresented by Cheryl son, S.C. (3-6); Charleston Navy | "ith divided, notices; second night, | yea) (91. $2/78)." In for a good 
: of » ‘ = = l J . 7 1 s. , ’ . - . 
by | $7,500 approximately at National last “7 ae Se (98 Ca) ‘High Kickers,’ Broadhurst (12th |‘Un. Bostonians like the road com- 
n week (19-24), “Life with Father 0.)—!week) (M-1,142; $440). Making|Pany and the comedy. Last week, 
us $18 500 IN FRISCO Current is ‘Tobacco Road,” with Fisher, Danville, Ill. (28); Shrine! some operating profit with aid of re- $11,500, and slated for four more 
to 3 | John Barton, in for eighth time. Mosque, Peoria, Ill. (29); Coronado, rs downward costs; rated around “—— © Pl nt 
ot ~ | Rockford, Ill. (30); Pabst, Milwaukee | $18,000 again. ‘White Cargo,’ pani coe 
er San Francisco, Jan. 27. (31-7). ‘It Happened en Ice,’ Center (re- | week) (1,480; $2.20). Ann Corio is 
With the world preem of Katha- | § ic Bi s ‘Life with Father’ (3d Co.)—Aud sumed engagement) (61st week) | big fave with the pag tos Bagger 
: ln Vine _ ‘ 2 pls ‘ - 7; } aimex av t strange faces ¢ sti 
sie Cornell's “Rose Bucks’ ot, the Arsenic’ Big $23,200 Abilene, Texas (28); Majestic, | proved ‘nearly $3900 even with shirts came in to ogle the stripper 
be Geary, town is doing biz again. | 4 T S 10 Sh Wichita Falls, Texas (29); Shrine | Sonja Henie show at Madison Square | it the more respectable environment. 
ar Although ‘Burke’ opened so heavy | owl ’ OWS Aud., Oklahoma City (30-31); Aud.,|Garden against it; quoted over | Tallied $8,400. Playing Utica and 
er that theatre telephoned pass-holders Gantilee Stillwater, Texas (2); Convention | $24,000, Buffalo this week before going to 
KS, and asked them to come the next Minnezpolis, Jan. 27. Hall, Tulsa, Okla. (3-4); Paramount, ‘In Time to Come,’ Mansfield (D- | Detroit. P . 
ch night so their seats might be sold, Including two additional perform-| Joplin, Mo. (5); Arcadia, Wichita | 1,050; $3.30). Final and fifth week; ‘Hedda Gabler, Colonial Cone 
poor word of mouth has hurt subse-| ances. Sunday matinee and night, in| Kans. (6-7) . : ’| drama well regarded, but failed to | week) (1,643; $2.75). They aren’t 
of quent biz. | Milwaukee. ‘Arsenic and Old Saat | © aa , , a _,, | climb; operating loss of several hun- | buying this one this season, but the 
Cornell opus jumps to the May-| crabbed off estimated $23,200, ter- Louisiana Purchase’—Cass, Detroit | dred dollars weekly; $6,000. | Greek actress was rated highly here. 
fair, Portland, Feb. 2-3. thence to | Fific Sos atmeninadlians 10-performance | (28-7). ‘Jason,’ Hudson (lst Week) (CD- | Garnered $7,000 for single week. 
Metropolitan, Seattle, Feb. 4-7; Ly-| week divided among four towns ‘My Sister Eileen’ (2d Co.)—/|1,094; $3.30). Opened Wednesday | Opens in N. Y. this week. 
ve ceum, Minneapolis, Feb. 11; St. Paul Milwaukee take was $3,600 Madi- Geary, San Francisco (28-7). (21) last with some notices widely Sih PN a. Sha re opig 97 
re Auditorium, Feb. 12; Davidson, Mil-| .on Wis,, matinee and night, yielded| ‘My Sister Eileen’ (3d Co.)—Wil-| divergent; quoted about $5,000 in ; 
ne waukee, Feb. 13-14 and the Cass, De- $2 600 “A one-nighter at the St. Paul | bur “Boston (28-31) first five performances. ‘PURCHASE $27 060 
he troit, week of Feb. 16. ae . 2k pes , om : ‘Junior Miss,’ Lyceum (10th week) ? , ’ 
‘ Estimates for Last Week | Auditorium was good for $3,600. Native Son’ — Lafayette, Detroit | (¢p_; 904: $3.30). One of the sea- | 
t? ‘Rose Burke,’ Curran (1,600; $3.30) | co 75 Se ee (28-31); Royal, Alexandra, Toronto | son’s standouts and should run into WHAM IN ST LOUIS 
’ (Ist wk.). Opened big but fell off. | ny tn gnc — a> i (2-7). | summer; gross again close to $17,000, 4 
Wound up with $18,500. ae ‘ tei ‘Out of the Frying Pan’ (USO)—| which is about tops among straight rug 
, My Sister Eileen,’ Geary (1,286; | . ae , Ft. Bliss, El] Paso (28); Naval Train- | Plays. St. Louis. Jz 27 
ry 75) (st wk.). Packing ’em in. | = © gg «Rtg Ping ag 27 ing Station, San Diego (31); Camp “Lady in the Dark,’ Alvin (re- ‘Louisiana Purcha anal @ one- 
a emg: mace | ‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ set for two| Callan, Cal. (2); Camp Haan, Cal. Spened — wes? , = ip v4.00) week s ind at the apy — 
- (oo Eee | days in the Music Hall, is being held| (3); March Field, Cal.* (4); Camp | ™ tn — a Mache ent wee 4) day (24) with a sock b.o. take Jith 
il ‘Student Prince’ OK | over for ‘ a Sn per-| Cooke, Santa Maria, Cal. (6); Camp aaa cmemiaioal 95000 better the house scaled te Ona, cbt: par 
it- . ormance Feb. l. — vance saie in-| San Luis Obispo, Cal. (7) | ‘Lily of the Valley,’ Windsor (D- “s on = & _ ae : = wary = rine . 
$14,000 in Detroit ices sakesmamian Goad "a ped ‘Pal Joey’—Grand Opera House, ait $3.30). Presented by Gilbert nae oo ee ke mae 
ae ; Detroit. Jan. 27. | commodate trade. Two performances | C : cago (28-7). : : we med einndaw (26) Pc |stood up very week, getting $15,700 
Holding up strongly in its second| were requested for Sunday but com-| Panama Hattie’ — Erlanger, Chi- ‘Let’s Face It,’ ‘Imy e) al (13th In three and one-half weeks total 
week through local interest in a na-| pany will be forced to leave early| cago (28-7). | week) (M-1.450: $4 40). ‘Likely "hn wee $93,000. : ‘ ; 
tive product, Barbara Scully, starred,| Sunday evening to make an Iowa| ‘Plan M’—Playhouse, Wilmington, | nlavy into next season: no letun } Noel Coward's comedy, ‘Blithe 
’ play into next season; no letup in| c , 
st Student Prince’ came through with| date the following night. | Del. (7). | ticket demand and. with standees in Spirit,’ opened one week stand at the 
| $14,000 at the Cass in nine perform-| Music Hall is entering one of its) ‘Rose Burke’ (Katharine Cornell) | gross over $34,000. "+ | american — (Monday ). House 
ances at a $2.75 top. It gave the|most ambitious_ month’s bookings} _ oyrr :, amelie (99.21):| ‘Lafe with Father,” Empire (118th | ° Scaled to 92.80. 
Senn ch Sea Ppa 4 ge —Curran, San Francisco (28-31); a , mpire oth 
' ‘ Se an approximate $29,000 for the | with Claudia,’ Feb. 5-7, and ‘Life Mayfair. Portland. Ore. (2-3): Metro- week) (CD-1,082: $3.30). Among the | - 
0 ie, weeks. With Father,’ Feb. 11-15, following olitan ’ Seattle (4-7) 7 is shows that picked up last week, 
ns is week saw two houses back in| ‘Arsenic. en a r |'when takings were quoted over 
sa operation here with the Cass having San Carlo Opera—National, Wash- | ¢13 500. 
Ouisiana Purchase,’ opening Mon-| ¢ sriteg®? ; ington (2-7). ‘My Sister Eileen,’ Biltmore (57th | 
rb ANY oe hy weeks .~ _ Spirit’s Chi Co. Okay ‘Student Prince’—Hanna, Cleve-| week) (CD-891; $3.30). Also went 
on t-Lafayette resuming Sunday ; i » ‘land (28-7): Shubert, Boston (2-3). | upward, with the count uround 
= (25) with ‘Native Son.’ Latter house $13,000 in Pitt Break In| ar heatre’ — Hz Columb $8,500; looks like engagement will 
will follow Feb. 1 wi ahes x | Theatre Hartman, Columbus, ; 
he ‘Whi > 3 with Ann Corio Pittsburgh, Jan. 27. | 6 (28); English, Indianapolis (29- | extend into spring. 
. White Cargo. Break-in of Chi co > of ‘Blitl | O ’ S ’ P | ‘Papa Is All,’ Guild (3d week) 
ial , sreak-in 0 2 Company & ne | 31); American, St. Louis (2-7). | (C-956: $3.30). Clai inde | 
, Spirit’ at Nixon last week was okay y “hea , | (C-956; $3.30). aimed to be doing 
ny ‘Blitz’ Rit $5 200 estimated $13,000. Combo of cast They Can't : Get You Down’— | fairly well, with the gross over 
a zy ’ names and fact that it’s the briskest | Studebaker, Chicago (28-7). $9,500 helped by subscriptions; will | 
eit Toronto, Jan. 27. comedy hit on Broadway counted. ‘Tobacco Road’ — National, Wash- play Sundays. 
At $1.50 top, ‘Ritzin’ the Blitz, all-| Playing at $2.75 top, show opened | ington (28-31); Ford’s, Baltimore! , ‘Solitaire, Plymouth (CD-1,075; | 
3 Services musical revue, chalked up| slowly and built gradually. (2-7). $0.00). Presented by Dwight Deere | 
iit, a fine $5,200 at the Royal Alexandra! Critics liked the play, but weren’t Veloz and Yolanda — Royal Alex- Wiman; written by John Van Druten | 
id aS preliminary to trans-Canada tour.| entirely satisfied with company.! .ndra Toronto (28-31) from book by Edwin Corle; opened | . 
a, 31). “THE MAN WHO CAME TO DINNER” 











lier oes are going toward the re- 
+s = families of Canadian casual- 


tims in Britain. 





Hongkong and to bomb vic- | 


Performance was generally pretty 
rough, people continuously going up 
in their lines or being inaudible in 
large (2,100-seat) house. 





‘White Cargo’ — Colonial, Utica, | 
N. Y. (28); Erlanger, Buffalo, N. Y¥. | week) 


(29-31); Lafayette, Detroit, 2-7). 





yesterday (Tuesday). 
Playhouse 
$3.30). 


‘Spring Again,’ 


(CD-865; Mentioned 


|!for road in spring; moderate money 


(11th 








“YOU'RE IN THE ARMY NOW” 
| WARNER 8rOS. 
Met. LOU CLAYTON 
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Cecelia Ager Profiling 

Reorganization of the PM staff has 
resulted in the shifting of Cecelia 
Ager from the post of film critic to 
feature writer, and the resignation 
of Elizabeth Hawes, fashion editor. 
Jack McManus, editor of PM's 
amusement and radio sections, will 
do film reviews in the _ future. 
Louise Levitas continues as second- 
string critic, and Louis Kronenberger 
as legit 0.0.er. ied 

Mrs. Ager has been film critic 
since the founding of the Marshall 
Field paper 18 months ago. In her 
new spot she'll do profiles and inter- 
views several times weekly, the type 
of copy she was writing for ‘Variety’ 
when she resigned to join the PM 
staff. 

Miss Hawes’ resignation results 
from publisher Ralph Ingersoll’s 
efforts to have her get away from 
fashions and, like Mrs. Ager, do 
interviews and general features. She 
feared this would interfere too much 
with her other work as a designer 
and writer for other publications. 





Encourage Publishers 

Encouragement to newspaper pub- 
lishers in this year of curtailed ad- 
vertising due to war switchovers 
was given during the 67th annual 
meeting of the Michigan Press Asso- 
ciation at Lansing, Mich. S. M. Wil- 
liams, press relation counsel for the 
National Association of Food Chains, 
announced that advertising appro- 
priations of his clients for 1942 
would be as large as last year des- 
pite a decline of business anticipated 
for some types of outlets. 

William A. Palmer, representing 
petroleum industries, added _ that 
there would be no 1942 curtailment 
in these lines although distributors 
of gasoline and motor oils would 


any other paper. Runner-up for low 
|amount of advertising is the Journal- 
| American, with 669,000 lines in De- 
| cember against the Post’s 600,000. 
|News led with 1,419,000 and the 
| Times was second (1,141,000). 

Of the Sunday papers, Times led in 
' total advertising (830,000 lines) and 
ialso in amount of from last 
|year (206,300 lines). 

Total newspaper linage through- 
lout the country for 1941 was the 
| greatest since 1937, Media Records 
lreported. Increase was 3.5% 
| 1940. 


loss 


tive advertising showed a 9% drop 
for the year, with a 20% fall in the 
|/month of December. 


Click’s Eds Quit 

The three top-ranking editors of 
Click mag resigned en masse yester- 
day (Tuesday) in a dispute with the 
M. L. Annenberg inanagement, An- 
nenberg recently hired an industrial 
designer, Walter Dorwin Teague, to 
redesign the picture mag, and it was 


|his idea to switch it from the gen- 


eral to the women’s field. Editors 
objected to the change. 

Those who resigned were editor 
M. Robert Rogers, managing editor 
Allan Chase and picture editor Fred 
Arkus. Staff member, John Whiting, 
becomes acting editor. Mag, a 
little more than five years old, 
had been losing money, as it carried 
virtually no advertising, although it 
rated next to Life and Look in cir- 
culation. Teague hopes the change 
in policy will enable it to cash in on 
heavy advertising garnered by 
women’s mags. 





Sentence Canadian Editor 





place less stress on their products 
and more on ‘service to the cus- 
tomer.’ It also was added by other 
business authorities that many com- 
panies, although cut off from sales | 
at this time because they are en- | 
gaged in war work, would use some 
form of newspaper advertising to 
keep the name and prestige of their 
peacetime products alive. 

While the publishers of the larger 
Papers saw themselves weathering 
the wartime economy in fair shape, 
the owners of less affluent weeklies 
and dailies foresaw a_ difficult 
struggle for existence as men were 
drawn off for service and more lu- 
crative industrial work, dwindling 
advertising, newsprint shortages and 
more costly operating costs gener- 
ally. 





Blaine Lake, Sask., Echo, a weekly 
newspaper, was convicted recently 
of violating the national war services 
regulations and was sentenced to 
nine months in jail. On another 


| charge of resisting an officer when 
|two Royal Canadian Mounted Police 


were sent to bring him into court, 
Stuart was ordered to pay a $50 fine 
with the alternative of a month in 
jail to run concurrently with the 
first sentence. ° 

It was alleged that Stuart, in ar- 
ticles appearing in his paper, at- 
tempted to dissuade members of the 
Doukhobor sect from performing 
work in lieu of military service. 
Stuart is now at liberty pending ap- 
peal. 





Morehouse’s Tour Features 





W.K. Scribes with O.F.F. 


Many w.k. newspaper and maga- 
zine writers during the past couple | 
weeks have joined the Office of! 
Facts and Figures, which was ex- 
panded under Presidential order to 
establish a uniform policy for Gov- 
ernment press and radio news re- 
leases and to compile and issue gen- 
eral Government news. 

Bureau of Production (writing) of 
the O.F.F. is headed by Martin 
Somers, former associate editor of 
the Saturday Evening Post. Director 
of Media Liaison is Ulric Bell, 
former Washington correspondent of 
the Louisville Courier - Journal. 
Writers include Allen Grover, former 
v.p. of Time, Inc.; Robert Kintner, 


former Washington columnist; Henry | 
Pulitzer prize-winning | 


Pringel, 
biographer; Malcolm Cowley, former 
editor of the New Republic; Milton 
Mackaye, mag writer; Charles Poore, 
for many years one of two daily 
book reviewers for the N. Y. Times: 
Edgar Ansel Mowrer, foreign corre- 
spondent for the’ Chicago Daily 
News; Phillip P. Hanburger, of the 
New Yorker; and Samuel Lubell, 
writer for the SEPost and Reader’s 
Digest. 





Dailies’ Ad Linage Up 

Conclusion of the first month of 
U. S. participation in the war found 
all New York dailies—except the 
World-Telegram — with appreciable 
advertising lineage increases over 
the previous Detember, according to 
Media Record figures. On the other 
hand, all Sunday papers but the 
-Journal-American fell off in linage. 
They formerly got a heavy share of 
automobile advertising, which is 
now, of course, virtually absent. 

In the weekday tabulation, Jour- 
nal-American showed the heaviest 
gain, with more than 100,000 lines 
above December, 1940, Next 
heaviest gainer was the Post (93,000 
lines}, which has been showing a 


Ward Morehouse’s tour of the 


|country for a series of daily feature 
|stories on ‘the country at war’ has 


been extended until around March 

1, when he’ll return to N.Y. 
Articles, published in the N-Y. 

Sun, are being syndicated by North 


American Newspaper Alliance. 
Morehouse is now considering the 
series as a basis for a book. 





LITERATI OBITS 
F. J. McCarthy, 58, with Hearst 


| with varf6us Hearst papers, died 
| in New York, Jan. 20. 
| William Alexander Percy, 56, law- 
|yer, author of three volumes of 
| poetry and the autobiographical best 
seller, ‘Lanterns on the Levee,’ died 
in Greenville, Miss., Jan. 21. 
George A. Schreiner, 66, Near 
East correspondent for Associated 
Press in World War 1, died in Day- 
|tona Beach, Fla., Jan. 21. 


lisher for 64 years, died in Balleford, 
Sask., recently. 
with the Regina (Sask.) Leader-Post 
and then he edited and published 
the Landis (Sask.) Record for 20 
years. 

George Wright, 64, died in Van- 
couver, B. C., recently. For the past 
four years he wrote a daily column 
for the Vancouver News-Herald. 

Walter L. Longley, 52, assistant 
|Sunday editor of the Detroit News, 
'died in Detroit Jan. 25. 

Joseph S, Wasney, 44, an United 
| Press editor and correspondent since 
|1920, died in Glendale, Md., near 
| Washington, D. C., Jan. 25. 

Fannie S, Newberry, 93, novelist, 
died in Coldwater, Mich., Jan. 24. 








CHATTER 


Sergeant Roger B. Doulens, former 
radio editor of South Norwalk 
(Conn.) Sentinel, ordered to Offi- 
| cers Training School, Fort Monroe, 
| Va. 
| Al Schwartzberg, p.a. in the of- 





heavy increase in advertising volume | fice of Bill Doll and Sam Friedman, 
Se Sel @e eome time now, al-' has sold a satire on radio and vaude |a year of their first lesson. 


i 


over | 
Every classification but auto- 
mobiles was on the upbeat. Automo- | 


Charles C. Stuart, 64, editor of the 


| newspapers for 30 years, an editor | 


Allan M. Bock, 80, editor and pub- | 


For a time he was | 


| Robert B. Choate, formerly assist- 
ant general manager, has been named 
publisher of the Boston Herald- 
Traveler. Choate has been the 
nominal head of the papers during 
the illness of E. W. Preston, general 
manager, who died recently. 


Cyrus L. Sulzberger, N. Y. Times 
war correspondent in Russia and 
the Near East, and a nephew of 


Times’ publisher Arthur Hays Sulz- 
berger, was married last week (21) 
in Beirut, Syria, to Marina Lada. 
Miss Lada is a sister-in-law of Alex- 
ander Sedgwick, former Times cor- 
respondent in Athens. Sulzberger 
traveled from Kuibyshev to Beirut 
for the wedding. 


Herman Leibert, formerly with 
Paul Block publishing headquarters 
|in New York, who was to have 
| joined editorial staff of Pittsburgh 
Post-Gazette, a Block sheet, last 
week, changed his mind at last min- 
ute and joined staff of Col. W. P. 
(Wild Bill) Donovan in Washington 
instead. 








Demand More Plays 


Continued from page 49 


higher percentage of straight plays 
in comparison to variety entertain- 
ment. There are only two legiters 
(Out of the Frying Pan’ and ‘Junior 
Miss’) among the 25 CSI units now 
touring. There will be no new units 
of any kind for the remainder of this 
season. 

Abe Lastfogel, chief of CSI pro- 
ductions, declared Monday (26) that 
long-range plans now in mind for 
next fall envisage perhaps one- 
fourth of the shows being legiters. 

‘It must be remembered, however, 
that this is no pork-barrel project,’ 
| Lastfogel asserted. ‘And to provide 
;maximum entertainment we must 
|have various types of shows. The 
inumber of legitimate plays we can 





consideration.’ 

Units Around Bands 
The endeavor to add variety will 
|see the addition of one or two units 
|; built around name or semi-name 
|bands, said Lastfogel, to provide 
| presentations similar to those that 
| have proved so popular at the New 
| York Paramount.and Strand. There 
lalso again will have to be all-Negro 
tunits, Hollywood units and concert 
| units, CSI chief pointed out. 

One objection of CSI to the le- 

| giters is that only one performance 
can be given each evening, while 
other shows give two performances. 
It has proved too wearing on legit 
players to give more than a single 
session nightly. Because the stage 
|plays are presented only once an 
evening, it is impossible to compare 
| their attendance records with those 
|of the variety shows. 
Attendance generally has been 
higher at the legiters than at the 
vaude for any single performance. 
However, as the result of the two 
shows, vaude units entertain a 
greater total number of boys per 
night. Audience reaction to the le- 
| giters has been very good. 


Legit Attendances 


| 

| Attendance figures on perform- 
;}ances of ‘Frying Pan’ between Jan. 
'5 and 16 (with house capacities in 
| parentheses) were: 827 (1,008), 445 
| (1,008), 891 (898), 715 (1,038), 822 
| (1,038), 836 (1,038), 414 (1,038), 353 
(1,082) and 361 (1,082). 

| At ‘Junior Miss’ from opening 
date, Jan. 12, until Jan. 17, attend- 
; ance was: 785 (1,038), 472 (1,038), 
863 (863), 1,107 (1,038), 756 (1,038) 
and 651 (1,038). 








‘Native Son’ Too Serious 


Milwaukee, Jan, 27. 

While comedies in local legit houses 
have been doing capacity business, 
the town apparently is in no mood 
for the more serious drama. The Or- 
son Welles Mercury Theatre produc- 
tion, ‘Native Son,’ with Canada Lee, 
in spite of raves from the critics, 
grossed only an estimated $7,000 in 
its six nights and two matinees at 
the Davidson theatre (UBO) at $2.20 
top last week. 





Thirteen Guesses 


A well known and expensive 
vocal teacher in N. Y. recently placed 
an ad listing his pupils to draw pros- 
pective students. The ad stated when 
these artists started to study with 
|him, and without exception every 
| one was on the down grade within 





For M’w’kee, Does $7,000 | 








present is definitely limited by that | ® StTong negative. 





























steals it and kills the missionary. 
Cops quickly solve the homicide the 
next morning. 

Seems that an actor like Siegfried 
Rumann, who plays Sven, is wasted 
in such a play. Myron McCormick, 
who is co-featured with him, is one 
of the dead ones believing he is still 
an agitator and tries to organize the 
stiffs, but that sort of stuff doesn’t 
make sense. Minnie Dupree, as an 
old woman who had jumped from a 
window, has the longest speech, tell- 
ing of her misery before and after 
she became a scrubwoman. Richard 
Taber is a thief who died in his cell. 
Alison Skipworth is the old prostie, 
her part being a bit. Katharine Bard 
is the girl snuffed out when a guy 
near her room took the gas route. 
Clay Clement, Edmund Dorsey, Da- 
vid Kerman, as cops, are suited to 
the parts, as is Joseph Pevney, the 
cameraman. Will Lee is a screwball 
killer. 

Author may have some sort of mes- 
sage, but there is too much misery 
in his work, some of which is blas- 
phemous. Ibee. 


“ALL IN FAVOR 


Comedy in three acts, four scenes, by 
Louis Hoffman and Don Hartman. Pro- 
duced by Elliott Nugent, Robert Montgom- 
ery and Jesse Duncan; staged by Nugent; 
setting by Samuel Leve. At Henry Miller’s 
theatre, N. Y., Jan. 20, '42. $3.30 top. 
i EE COT OP eT eee rene. Ralph Brooke 
Wack Wack (Harry McDougal)........ 

Raymond Roe 









Weasel. .csceccers evevedescee’s Arnold Stang 
|. eee ees ....-Bob Readick 
Marco (Lover)...ecscesessss++Leslie Barrett 
BEY, PIGS. cc cvccctrecicecters Frank Conlan 
Peewee (Edgar McDougal)...Tommy Lewis 
pO ae eee sve ctw Osgebes Gloria Mann 


Claire Frances 


oeeensess J. C. Nugent 

eoccess James R, Waters 

Officer Callahan..cccccccerss: Harry Antrim 
Radio Voices— 

The Profes@or..cccecsess Milton Herman 

Pa 5.5550 vebeeésetceniccese wee 

Myron... .cccccccececes. Freddie Geffen 

OS eae George Spelvin, Jr. 

po) eee Joy Geffen 





Audience vote on ‘All in Favor’ is 
Turns out to be 
one of the most trying evenings in 
the theatre this season. 

Whatever distinction there is to 
the piece is in its sponsorship. Elliott 
Nugent, Robert Montgomery and 
Jesse Duncan are the producers, and 
Nugent did the staging. Louis Hoff- 
man and Don Hartman are the 
authors, 

Action takes place in a single set- 
ting, representing headquarters of a 
boys’ club in the Washington Heights 
section. Band of unruly adolescents, 
not too careful about its choice of 
language, promotes a picnic with 
young girl friends, becomes involved 
in mild grand larceny over a $200 
ring, which is pawned for $30, and 
at the final curtain bails itself out of 
trouble when the youngest of its 
members wins a radio quiz jack-pot. 
It’s that bad. 

Staging is mostly roughhouse, and 
the acting hysterical. J. C. Nugent 
and Frank Conlan are the only adult 
players, each with scarcely more 
than a bit. None of the children 
had any chance with his assignments. 

Flin. 

(Withdrawn Saturday after seven 

performances; printed for the record.) 


THE GREEN TABLE 
and 


H. M. S. PINAFORE 


Jooss Ballet Dance Theatre in revival of 





‘The Green Table,’ dance drama in eight 
scenes by Kurt Jooss; music by Frederic 
Cohen; costumes by H. Heckroth. 
SEE A:aalentndn a vd.yaeineee at Rolf Alexander 
The Standard-Bearer........../ Jack Gansert 
Pee Gee MOUs sc cwsabecscie vt Jack Skinner 
The Woman.. ° ..Bunty Slack 
The Old Mother ee... Eva Leckstroem 
The Young Soldier Henry Shwarz 
Ce. |, ae Noelle de Mosa 
SOD PROMO 6 paces cecs access .Hans Zullig 
The Gentlemen in Black, Soldiers and 
Women: Joy Bolton-Carter,- Alfredo Cor- 
vino, Lucas Hovinga, Lydia Kocers, Alida 
Mennen, Lavina Nielsen, Peter Michael, 
Maya Rovida, Henry Shwarz, Bunty Slack, 
Ulla Soederbaum, Richard G, Wratt, 


Marguerite de Anguera, Jack Dunphy, Elsa 
Kahl / 


Revival of ‘H. M. 8S. Pinafore,’ libretto 
by Sir William S, Gilbert, score by Sir 
Arthur Sullivan, Sung by the Boston 


Comie Opera Co.; staged by R. H. Burn- 


side; Louis Kroll, musical director, Pre- 
sented as dual program at. St. James, 
N. Y., Jan. 21, '42. $2.20 top. 


The Rt. Hon, Sir Joseph Porter 
: . Florenz Ames 
Captain Coreoran........-Bertram Peacock 
Ralph Rackstraw..ssesees....Morton Bowe 
Dick Deadeye. ... Robert Pitkin 


Bill Bobstay..... seveeess Frederic Persson 
MeGe): SODONOE. oh.5 0605.49 Kebink 6 ..Edward , Platt 
Tommy Tucker.,..Master Arthur Henderson 
Josephine ..... eeeceeseees Kathleen Roche 
Cousin Hebe...., ecccseceses. Margaret Roy 


Little Buttercup., «»-Helen Lanvin 





The fact that the Jooss Ballet hails 
from England, whence sprang also 
the operetta, ‘H. M. §. Pinafore,’ 
seems sufficient reason in some show- 
manship quarters for combining a 
presentation of the former’s ‘The 
Green Table’ with a revival of the 
Gilbert and Sullivan masterpiece. 
That both have to'do in a subtle way 
with the military is an after-thought, 
apparently. Neither is keyed to 
sharpen the war spirit or propa- 




















ee 
| comics to Stag mag. Charles Lee ——— —————— ————— 
e e | collabbed. 
L Sf [ | Building housing the Herbert, Pla q on roa wa 
l e r a l | Saskatchewan, Herald was com- 
| pletely destroyed by fire of ecg Continued from page 50 oe 
origin recently and publication ha : . : ——ad 
1 though it still carries less linage than | to pe Pace a LILY OF THE VALLEY gandize the sale of war bonds and 


stamps. 

One must shut out the 
reality on entering the St. James’ 
theatre for a two-hour session with 
this duet of make-believers. Meas. 
ured strictly by entertainment 
standards, it’s a passable and mildly 
enjoyable program. Particularly at 
the admission scale of $2.20 top, 
There’s plenty for the eye, as the 
Jooss organization is large and agile 
and the Boston Comic Opera Co, jg 
enlisted at full strength of British 
tars, sisters, cousins and aunts for 
‘Pinafore.’ 

‘The Green Table’ has been per- 
formed frequently, since the initia} 
presentation at the Forrest theatre in 
Nov. 1933. It came here with the 
prestige of first prize at a ballet com. 
petition in Paris, in 1932. Conceived 
by Kurt Jooss, with music by Fred. 
eric Cohen and costuming by H, 
Heckroth, it is an eight-part preach. 
ment against the human forces which 
wage war for profit. In the light of 
the events leading to the present 
world struggle, the theme of ‘The 
Green Table,’ which attributes war- 
fare to stupid diplomacy and finan- 
cial greed, is slightly dated and in 
need of revision. More timely, it 
would seem, would be the theme that 
the gentlemen in black who sit 
around the green table and gesticu- 
late for their own amazement are 
only automatons of more sinister 
overlords. 

Popular convictions have changed 
on these matters in the past decade, 
Dipolmacy can Be conducted on the 
highest scale of national honor, but 
two must play the game of decency, 

It is an interesting ballet, not- 
withstanding. Good terping is done 
by the ensemble, led by Rolf Alex- 
ander, Bunty Slack and Noelle de 
Mosa. 

Current revival of ‘Pinafore’ is 
handsomely staged and _ colorfully 
costumed. R. H. Burnside, a spe- 
cialist in such matters, keeps the ace 
tion lively. The Bostonians are lack- 
ing, however, in principals who pos- 
sess the singing talent required by 
the score. For all its familiarity, the 
Sullivan music demands some top 
voices. The chorus is good. 

Sponsors for the Jooss-Savoyard 
combination plan to continue the en- 
gagement through March, with 
change of bill every two weeks. Rep- 
ertory will include most of the Jooss 
numbers. G. & S. selections are “The 
Mikado,’ ‘Pirates of Penzance,’ ‘Io- 
lanthe,’ and “The es 

"lin. 


world of 





Foreign Play 








London, Dec. 24. 


New play tn three acts by Vernon Syle 
vaine, presented by O'’Bryen Linnit & 
Dunfee, Ltd.; directed by Richard Bird. At 
Garrick theatre, London 
Lord Buckley.......+.0.+-..-stanley Groome 
Pema TEAMS... scceceeestsecscveas Judy Kelly 
MGHOWG. . crccccccccccsecaces George Self 
DT ensckacaccbnt tka bes Rod MePherson 
Conway ....esscccccccccee mosamund Paget 
Johnny Cooper....cccescesss.-.- Max Adrian 
Leonard Fletcher...ecesse oe Timmy Godden 
George Hawkins............-Gordon Harker 
JOO "TWIMING.s c cscccecccese Sam Lysons 
7” ae ..Ethel Coleridge 
Members of Fifth Columnists’ Gang Basil 

Radford (Leader), Perey Parsons, George 


Miilford, Veronica Rose Halstan Crime 


mins and Herbert Rouen, 


Some dozen or so years ago, Edgar 
Wallace produced a melodrama with 
a Cockney character role played by 
Gordon Harker, who scored a huge 
success in the fat part. Since then 
the actor has risen to stardom, but 
always in variations of the same role. 
It is now beginning to be a bit 
threadbare, and despite Vernon Syl- 
vaine’s effort to incorporate it proml- 
nently in the present production, the 
mechanics are becoming too notice- 
=— Its success is extremely doubt- 
ul. 

‘Warn That Man’ is a reasonably 
good thriller of topical interest. It 
is based on the idea of Hun spies 
becoming familiar with the weekend 
visits of a Cabinet member to & 
country house outside London. The 
‘prominent Cabinet Minister’ is 0oD- 
viously the Prime Minister, and the 
ingenious machinations of the sinis- 
ter murderous gang is intensely ab- 
sorbing. But whenever it gets going 
nicely, out bursts Harker once more, 
with the Cockney wisecracking with 
which he is so indelibly identified, 
and the plot remains static unti! the 
star relieves himself of half a dozen 
or so of these burps. Then the audi- 
ence is expected to resume its i 
terest. 

All of it admirably produced and 








cast. alo. 
Porozoff Peddles Fisk 
Chicago, Jan. 27. 


Charlie Fisk orchestra goes to Mu- 
sie Corp. of America, in deal set 
through personal rep, Nick Porozoff. 
Latter, press agent for Russ Mor 
gan orchestra, made his persona 
contract with Fisk in Kansas Cily 
two weeks ago. 

Fisk orchestra, which originated at 
the University of Missouri, goes 1 
the Indiana Roof, Indianapolis, this 
week for an indef stay. 
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Broadway 


———— 


David Lewis, Coast film producer, 


in town. : 

Earl Carrod to Mexico City on way 
ywooda, 

to Hol ainwaring left Warners’ h.o. 

publicity staff. a) _ 

Artie a very iil at S*. 

-e hospital. : 
— Fuston due in from the 
Coast this week. ; 
Bob vous —— from a 
ck of lary 4 
_ Feinstein, Warner theatre 
exec in Pittsburgh, in town. ; 
Brice Disque, ee 
ing to go into the a . 
Cp Ce “Darnell and Joe E. Brown 
arrived Monday (26) for camp-show 
s. q 
oe Cooper plans a trip to Ne- 
praska, where he operates a circuit 
res. 
e eld Ross, editor of New Yorker 
magazine, out of hospital after treat- 
for ulcers. 
re eila Baroff, of the WwW um Mor- 
ris office secretarial staff, . snounced 
her engagement to a non-pro, 

Bette Davis came east to New 
York and immediately left for her 
place in New Hampshire. 

James O'Neill, of the Golden thea- 
tre boxoffice, in Wickersham hos- 
pital with nervous condition. 

Claude Lee returned to town Mon- 
day (26) from Charlotte, N. C., fol- 
lowing a stop at Washington. 

Jack Harrower, former film trade 
columnist, named Coast publicity rep 
for Producers Releasing Corp. 

Irvin Yergin, Warner field pub- 
licity representative in Chicago, re- 
turned there over the weekend. 

Meyer Davis, Jr., son of the or- 
chestra leader, is serving on Iceland 
patrol duty with the U. S. Navy. | 

Abe Bernstein back after exploita- 
tion tour of five weeks through Ohio 
and Michigan on ‘Hellzapoppin.’. 

Major company foreign managers 
huddle tomorrow (Thursday). Semi- 
monthly conclave. 

Bob Sylvester, of News drama de- 
partment, to Florida on vacation. He 
has story on 44th street in current 
SEPost. 

Montague Gowthorpe, comptroller 
of the Par theatre circuit, returned 
to the h.o. Monday (26) from a trip 
through the far west. 

Chorus Equity moving its offices 
next Monday (2) to Mayfair theatre 
building, Seventh avenue and 47th 
street. 

Sid Garfield-Les Zimmerman pub- 
licity team has dissolved, with Gar- 
field going to Tom Fizdale agency. 
Zimmerman continues solo. 

Arthur Loew staged a _ surprise 
birthday party for his mother, 71, 


at his home at Pembroke, Glen Cove, | 


Long Island, last Sunday (25). 

W. J. Heineman, Universal’s as- 
sistant sales chief, back to N. Y. over 
the weekend from a tour of the 
south and southwest territory. 


Will Hays starting work on his re- 
port to be submitted at annual meet- 
ing of Motion Picture Producers & 
Distributors Assn. in March. 

Ben Kalmenson, Warner _ sales 
manager, and Ralph McCoy, south- 
ern-midwestern division chief, left 
Friday (23) for Florida on distribu- 
tion matters. 

David Rose, Paramount’s managing 
director in Great Britain, returning 
from Hollywood this weekend to 
make arrangements for his return to 
headquarters in London. 

Billy Rose, whose ‘Aquacades’ ap- 
parently have had their natatorial 
effect on him, left for Florida yes- 
terday (Tuesday) to continue the 
swimming lessons that wife Eleanor 
Holm started giving him last season. 


Harry David, operator of Par’s| 


Ohio theatres, and Earl J. Hudson, in 
charge of the Par string in Detroit, 
left Friday (23) for Cincinnati and 
Detroit, respectively, where they 
make headquarters, following h.o. 
conferences. 





Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 


Eleanor Hoffman, WB office staff. 
to wed. 

Dick Jurgens booked for ‘Fashion 
Show’ dance. 


Wife of Fred Ableson, RKO sales- | 


man, in hospital. 

St. Paul Civic Opera company pre- 
s€nting ‘Rose Marie.’ 

Mother of ‘Bucky’ Zweig of Co- 
lumbia passed away. 


Bob Murphy, Star-Journal film | 


editor, father of a daughter. 
. Exhibitors here have been rushing 
in Carole Lombard reissues. 
Margie Hart spotted into Hirsch- 
oe burlesque at Alvin Feb. 6. 

‘ yth-Fox and M-G in first and sec- 
nd place in Film Bowling league. 
ti Inneapolis Civic Opera associa- 
x to present ‘Samson and Delilah.’ 
mone Foot in Heaven’ (WB) had 
win City premiere at Riviera. St. 

Paul. 
ew Lewis here for series of 
Ss a 4 o jQco 
lecture of Minnesota classroom 
ehudi Menuhin here for a 
‘ i ppear- 
anc j 
chet Minneapolis Symphony or- 
Universit i 
.Versity of Minnesota Playhouse 
offering ‘Mr. and )V y Mac 
; , Ss. ‘th. - 
beth ~ follow. a vay 
win City Variety club tendered 
former Chief B or ck 3 
testimonich i Ben Bilotcky 


Don MeNeill and ‘Breakfast Club’ 


stars came from Chicago for broad- 
cast at St. Paul Winter Carnival, 

RKO setting aside April 11-17 as 
‘Goldhammer Week’ in ‘anniversary 
drive’ as testimonial to district man- 
ager here. 

Gordon Greene, former Minnesota 
theatre operator and manager, has 
resigned as trustee in bankruptcy for 
the house. 

Eddie Somz transferred from Cin- 
cinnati to National Screen sales staff 
here to succeed Dave Bader, who 
goes to Kansas City. 

Alan Usher and Fred Bartow, 
Paramount district manager and ex- 
ploiteer, respectively, here for open- 
ing of new exchange building. 

Claude Dickinson resigned as M-G 
booker to become United Artists’ of- 
fice manager, succeeding Edward 
Stoller, promoted to sales staff. 


Harry Lund, RKO North Dakota 
salesman, elevated to Sioux Falls, 
S. D., office manager, replacing Mar- 
vin Woolfish, transferred to Pitts- 
burgh. 

Lyceum has Katherine Cornell 
pencilled in for one-day stand Feb. 
11 in ‘Rose Burke.’ ‘Life with Father’ 
scheduled for full week starting on 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 








DeAngelo and Porter current at 
Club Continental, Hotel Jefferson. 


Former home of Stage Hands Local 
No. 143 sold last week for $25,000. 


Maintenance fund drive for $135,- 
000 for St. Louis symph orch under 
way. 

Yehudi Menuhin, violinist, skedded 
to make p.a. with St. Louis symph 
orch Friday and Saturday (30-31). 

Gen. Platoff Don Cossack troupe, 
sponsored by Entertainment, Inc., to 
appear at Municipal Auditorium on 
Feb. 3. 

Joy theatre, 400-seater, Chester, 
Ili., damaged $40,000 by fire resulting 
from furnace explosion. Plans being 
made to rebuild. 

Every 200th contributor to the 
Globe - Democrat - KMOX sponsored 
‘Mile o’ Dimes’ gets a ducat to 
| Loew’s, About 25 are dished out 
daily. 

William M. Brandt, who refused 
fee of $5,000 for serving as co-re- 


John P. Nick was being ousted, has 
stepped aside as secretary-organizer 
of the Central Trade and Labor 
Union here. He is pensioned at $100 
per month. 








ceiver of IATSE, Local No. 143, while | 








Jolson’s Tour 


London 


Theatre organist Reginald Foort 
divorced. 

. E. Abrahams dickering with 
Phyllis Dixey to star her in revue. 

Tommy Trinder doing regular 
fire-watching duty at the Palladium. 

Adelaide Hall opening a club here 
for colored Americans in the forces. 

Cyril Lawrence a flu victim and 
staying at his country house under 
doctor’s orders. 

Bert Howell, interned in Germany 
since July, 1940, writes to friends in 
London saying he is well. 

Jack Hylton’s contract with Daniel 
Mayer Co. for West End rights of 
‘Peter Pan’ is for five years. 

When not sponsoring Firth Shep- 
hard’s ‘The Man Who Came to Din- 
ner,’ Jerry Verno is a wartime cop. 

Richard Greene and Patricia 
Medina had Christmas wedding at 
St. James’ Church, Spanish Place, 
London. 

Robert Morley being groomed for 
the Winston Churchill part in film 
which Warners is to make _ in 
England this year. 

Ralph Wedgwood, the new chair- 
man of Associated British Pictures, 
has received a baronetcy on the 
New Years’ Honor List. 

Archie Shenburne to stage revue 
in the West End, possibly at the 
Garrick theatre, with Fay Compton 
already engaged to star. 

‘Whitey’ Neeson, former Charles 
Cochran showgal and ex-spouse of 
Ken Harvey, has made comeback 
and is now at the Cocoanut Grove. 

Agent Jack Davies out of hospital 
after eight weeks. Spent most of 
his time writing his life story, which 
Victor Gollancz is considering pub- 
lishing. 

Shortage of staff has caused 
George Black to get Charles Henry, 
his assistant producer to look after 
the press publicity of the Palladium 
and Hippodrome. 

Tommy Trinder’s next picture for 
Associated Talking Pictures (Michael 
Balcon) starts in July. Story is 
based on oil wells and is tentatively 
titled ‘The Life Line.’ 

Charles Cochran celebrated his 
theatrical jubilee at a luncheon 
given in his honor. Among the 1,000 
guests were H. G. Wells, Sarah 
Churchill and Vic Oliver. 

Sam Smith to New York and 
Hollywood in February. Sez he has 
seen what war is like over here in 
the last two years and now wants 
to see what it is like in America. 





revue at Victoria Palace, closed after 
nine months, with sequel to ‘Me and 
| My Girl,’ presented by Lupino Lane, 
| in which he will also star, replacing. 
| William Gaunt, former millionaire 
| millowner, who years ago had large 
interests in the Shuberts’ West End 
theatre investments, now running a 




















Continued from page 355——euee 


man shows, which may become a 
model for the rest of show busi- 
ness, gagging and singing a reper- 
toire opening with ‘Swanee,’ the sea- 
soned star went down the line of 
‘April Showers,’ ‘California, Here I 
Come,’ ‘Sonny Boy,’ ‘Mammy,’ ‘You 
Made Me Love You,’ ‘Brother, Can 
You Spare a Dime,’ ‘Remember 
Pearl Harbor,’ ‘Melancholy Baby,’ 


‘Old Man River,’ ‘Blue Heaven,’ ‘At 
Sundown,’ etc. 
Singing and entertaining with the 


songs which the fathers of present | 


day men in uniform heard during 
the World War I days, Jolson held 


any supporting talent, accompanied 
by Martin Freed, his long-time 
pianist, whose expenses the star is 
defraying. 

Jolson started at 7:15 p.m. for an 
hour’s concert, singing some Il11 
numbers interspersed with ad lib 
icomedy. When the hall was cleared 
out ke gave a second solo perform- 
ance. The Jacksonville Naval Air 
Station band played between con- 
| certs. 

While routed under USO auspices 
| Jolson stipulated gratis admission. 
Furthermore, he will subscribe to 
sundry patriotic services at each 
camp. 





The tour ends after a series of 11 
dates on Feb. 7 at Morrisfield, West 
| Palm Beach, at which time Jolson’s 


| seven-year-old son, Al, Jr., may ar- 
} 


winter with the comedian, 
has just bought a permanent Miami 
Beach home. 

Jolson left for Camp Stewart, Sa- 
;}vannah, Ga., today for his concert 
|there tomorrow (Wednesday). 





Judy Clicks 
Detroit. Jan. 27. 

Despite an abscessed tooth, Judy 
Garland made her debut as a 
volunteer entertainer last week at 
Fort Custer, Mich. Audiences of 
2,000 soldiers cheered her in two 
performances in ‘Thumbs Up,’ in 
which her husband, Dave Rose, ac- 
companied her on the piano. 

She was routed from Custer into 
Fort Knox, Ky., where she played 





two night shows starting Friday | 
} (23). 
i 


‘See You in My Dreams,’ ‘My Buddy,’ | 


the rostrum as a one-man show, sans | 


rive from Hollywood to spend the | 


Jolson | pre-released early in March, but | 


second-hand clothes store in Brad- 
ford. 

Success in ‘49th Parallel’ has 
upped Eric Portman’s saiary from 
$1,200 per week to $4,000. Maurice 
Ostrer, head of Gainsborough Films, 
has signatured him for two picts at 
$20,000 per. 


comes ‘Russian Serenade,’ written 
and composed by maestro Harry 
| Roy, which is gradually creeping 
'into the hit class. 

| Rupert D’Oyly Carte won a di- 
| vorce and was awarded costs against 
| the co-respondent, St. Yves de Ver- 





teuil. Couple were married in 1907, | 


and the missus has lived in Trinidad 
| since outbreak of war. 

| Shortage of studio space has upped 
rental prices in some instances to 
over 50%. 





per week; Gainsborough, $2,400 to 


$4,000, and Denham, $3,200 to $5,000. | 
Geraldo and George Formby in- | 


vited to play before the King and 
Queen at Windsor Castle, with latter 
bringing along Max Thorpe, local 
sales head of Columbia Pictures. 
| Thorpe was presented to Their 
Majesties. 

Regal picture theatre, Marble 
Arch, started vaudfilm policy with 
Jack Payne band featured. Other 
being dickered for are Joe Loss, 
Carroll Gibbons, Jack Jackso1 
Maurice Winnick, Oscar Rabin and 
Vera Lynn. 

Flanagan and Alien off to enter- 
tain Army, Navy and Air Forces fo1 


{the month of February, after which 
they are to do a film, which Val 
Guest is already scripting. Boys 


keeping it close secret, but under- 

stood film is for Lou Jackson. 
Michael Balcon’s ‘Big Blockade,’ 

for UA release, was to have been 


; government requested that, owing 
j to its subject matter, it be released 
;earlier. Pic has since opened at 
| London Pavilion, doubling at Marble 
| Arch Pavilion. 
British Actors’ Equity and Theat- 
rical Managers Assn. came to an 
agreement in London on the terms 
of a provincial standard contract for 
| musical and straight plays on tour. 
| It was also decided to set up a Pro- 


| vincial Theatre Council, similar to | 


| the one in London, 
| George Black’s ‘Black Vanities,’ 


| the Victoria Palace revue, will be | 


| the summer attraction at the Opera 
| House, Blackpool. Black would like 
|Flanagan and Allen, plus Frances 


Day, original stars of the show, to | 


play Blackpool, but 
| turned down offer. 

| It is quite likely George Archi- 
bald, formerly joint managing di- 
|} rector of United Artists with Teddy 


they have 


‘Black Vanities,’ the George Black | 


Russia is getting its innings in | 
Tin Pan Alley. After ‘Russian Rose’ | 


Instances are Welwyn | 
studios, upped from $1,800 to $2,600 | 


Carr, and now in the Air Force, will 
be next chairman of the Kinemato- 
graph Renters’ Society, with the job 
|for the first time in the history of 
| the society to be a paid one. 

, John Mills’ daughter, Juliet, ar- 
| rived while he was filming ‘The 
| roe Mr. Pitt.’ Christening plans 
include such names as godparents: 
| Vivien Leigh, Lady Oxford, Noel 


om Pat 
| Coward, Laurence Olivier aid An- | 


jthony Asquith. This is the first 


| child born te his actress wife, Hay- | 


lley Bell. 





Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 





| gitis. 
| Tommy Carlyn lost Billy Douglas 
to the Baron Elliott band. 

Betty Smiley, WCAE vocalist. now 
with Rusty Williams’ orchestra. 








pital recovering from a minor oper- 
ation. 

Anne Zortayo, cigie gal at defunct 
El] Chico, has joined touring rhumba 
troupe. 

Al Mercer and wife shoved off over 
weekend for Miami to spend the 
winter. 

Illness cancelled Artie Shaw and 
band out of the Stanley week of 
Feb. 13. 

Maurice Evans-Judith Anderson 
‘Macbeth’ booked into Nixon week 
March 16. 

John McGreevey, after licking 
pneumonia, now quarantined with 
chicken pox. 

Phil and Maurice Spitalny’s mother 
down from Cleveland to spend a few 
days with them. 

Cliff Daniel, WCAE program di- 
rector, in Shadyside hospital with 
throat infection. 

John McQuade, former local Play- 
house actor, has gone into Maurice 
Evans’ ‘Macbeth.’ 

Clyde Knight orch, with Fran 
Eichler now fronting, back from 
Denver engagement. 

Nancy Steigerwalt and Tom Lewis 
playing lead in Playhouse production 
of ‘Mr. and Mrs. North.’ 

Lou Bolton hasn’t had word of his 
son, engineer in Army Air Corps in 
Philippines, since war started. 

‘Major Barbara’ will finally get a 
| first-run showing here at Gabe 
Rubin’s Art Cinema, next month. 

Joe Blowitz, theatre manager, a 
grandpop. His boy, Bill, with Par 





son. 

Florence Fishery Parry’s _ son, 
Dave, formerly with Lynn Farnol in 
|N. Y., now flying instructor in Cali- 
fornia. 
| Aleen Leslie, who writes daily col- 
/umn for Press as Aleen Wetstein, 
|has sold ‘Henry Aldrich Gets Glam- 
our’ to Par. 


Philadelphia 


Entire staff of WHAT has been 
fingerprinted. 

‘Ice-Capades’ open here on Feb, 7 
for a nine-day stay. 

Ruth Welles, KYW women’s coun- 
sellor, delivered talk at the State 
Teachers College, Kutztown, last 
week, 

Mayris Chaney, former member 
terp team Chaney and Fox, now in 
| charge of dancing for the National 
Civilian Health program. 

S. Jay Kaufman, p.a. for ‘Hellz- 
apoppin’, a member of the Pen and 
| Pencil Club’s Tuesday night poke 

session for duration of run here. 

Cal Tinney, who already has apart- 
}ments in New York, Philly, Wash- 
ington and a home in Long Island, 
has purchased a farm in Bucks 
county, Pa. 

Don Martin, WFIL spieler, i 
iteaching radio announcing in 
|‘ Junto’s’ adult education series. Herb 
| Ringgold, Phillip Klein agency, tu- 
tors radio scripting. 














Dorseys’ Story 


——_—_—_— Continued from page 1 : 














‘ious U. S. soldier and naval re- 
lief service It’s the first major 
esture in this direction from ‘ 
lance band business and will entail 
seven dates in that many citie 
starting in late April or early May 
It is estimated that the turnstile re- 


eipts, plus incidental income, from 
‘these events might total as high a 
$100,000 

After obtaining assent to the idea 
'from Jimmy Dorsey, Mike Nidorf, 
General Amusement Corp. v.p., last 
| week flew to the Coast to see Tommy 
| Dorsey. The latter readily agreed to 
tthe proposal. The playing of the 
| dates will likely range over a period 


|of three weeks. The towns already | 


| selected for the joint appearances of 
| the Dorsey bands are New York, 
| Chicago, Philadelphia and Washing- 
| ton, and it is possible that the other 
| three towns will be St. Louis, Cin- 
cinnati and Kansas City. It is in- 
| tended in any event to make Wash- 
| ington the final date for the two- 
some. A committee will have been 
chosen in that city to allocate the 
| total proceeds of the seven stands. 
| A committee of civic leaders will 
ibe named in each city to sponsor 
the event. 


Sid Dickler, p.a., down with laryn- 


Brian McDonald in West Penn hos- | 


praisery in Hollywood, father of a/| 


Hollywood 


Don Cossacks at Warners for @ 
short. 

Ginny Simms to New Orleans to 
seil Defense Bonds. 

Ralph Sanford back at work after 
cracking three ribs. 

James R. Grainger due for studio 
| huddles at Republic, 

George Murphy to Pittsburgh to 
open a five-week stage tour. 

Ann Miller to Tullahoma, Tenn.. to 
open a tour of Army camps. 

Sally Rand sued by her former 
business manager, Eugene Curtis, for 
$3.011. 

P. G. Wolfson back from treatments 
at Mayo clinic and resting on the 
desert. 

John Payne selected as 20:h-Fox 
representative at President's Birth- 
dav Ball 

Jack Mills returned east after 50th 
birthday shindy tossed by brother 
Irving. 

Arthur Hunnicutt, stage actor, 
working in his first picture at Par- 
amount, 

Tommy Jones, trumpet player 
with Kay Kyser’s band, Army-bound 
next month. 

Franchot Tone’s sprained ank!e 
halted work on ‘Highly Irregular’ at 
Columbia. 

David Rose, head man for Para- 
mount in England, here for studio 
conferences. 

Otis Wiles, Columbia studio p.a., 
got tangled up with a buzz saw and 
| lost two fingers. 
| Herbert Yates here for his cus- 
tomary mid-winter parleys with Re- 
public studio execs. 

Bert Lahr going back to New York 
legit when he finishes his current 
picture job in ‘Ship Ahoy.’ ‘ 

Edward Arnold led the vanguard 
of film notables to Washington for 
the President’s Birthday Ball. 

Father Michael J. Mullins, founder 
of the Catholic Motion Picture Guild, 
seriously injured in a motor crash. 

E. H. Griffith to Portland, Ore., to 
ogle the new Sam Curtis stage play, 
‘As They Desire,’ for possible filming. 

Bob Murphy dealing with a syn- 
dicate for a string of corn beef and 
cabbage taverns around the coun- 
try. 
| Craig Mitchell, of N. Y. legit. will 
draw his pay as an actor at Uni- 
iversal under the name of Frank 
Kelly. 
| Woody 








Herman and his band 
moved east after completing their 
| spot in Universal’s ‘Wake Up and 
| Dream.’ 

| Slim Sallee, onetime pitcher for St. 
Loo Cardinals, testing for part in 
Lou Gehrig picture, ‘Pride of the 
Yankees.” 

Most of the town’s musical set at- 
tended a stag tossed by Irving Mills 
in honor of his brother Jack’s 50th 
birthday. 

Lorraine and Rognan, eccentric 
| dancing team, put under contract by 
| Paramount as reward for their work 
in ‘The Fleet’s In.’ 

Columbia putting ‘Miss’ before 
name of Glynis Jones in release of 
the English picture, “The Invaders’ 
to avoid confusion. 

Henry King, on leave from 20th- 
Fox, back from Washington to com- 
plete plans for Civil Air Patrol in 
southern California. 

Walter Lantz cartoon character, 
Woody Woodpecker, is the official 
insignia of 31st Observation Squad- 
ron at San Bernardino, Cal. 

Frances Gifford and Martha 
| O'Driscoll (but not Mary Martin) 
share the femme leads in Para- 
mount’s ‘My Heart Belongs to 
Daddy.’ 





Buenos Aires 
By Ray Josephs 





Heat keeping ‘em away from the 
| oO. 
| Robert K. Hawkinson, of RKO, re- 
maining indefinitely. 

Lumiton’s ‘Adolescencia’ finished 
shooting and headed for lab 

New municipal ordinance stops 
newspaper hawking after 10 p.m. 


Sono igned writers Enrique 
Amorin and Ramon Gomez Massia 
Rigols tto’ drew best house of e€a- 
son at Colon al fresco showing in 
Palermo 
San Miguel inked Manuel de Falla, 
composer, for ‘En El Viejo Buenos 
| Aire (‘In Old Buenos Aires’ ). 
Maipo, only air-conditioned le- 
giter. opened summer season with 
Yo Me Quiero Divertir’ “I Want to 


Have Fun’) 

| Municipality included pesos 28,750 
| (approximately $7,000) in ’42 budget 
|for prizes to stimulate artistic and 
j literary standards of locally-made 
| picts. 

‘Bl Puente Invisible’ (Invisible 
Bridge’} opened at the Smart. critics 
{praising performances of Delfina 
Jauffret, Eduardo Cutino, and Pepe 
Castro. 

Dinner was given Enrique Gus- 
tavano, author of ‘La Novia Pardida’ 
| (The Lost Bride’), which copped lo- 
|cal prize. Author is m.c. and direc- 
| tor tn local theatres. 

Plans still in the air regarding 
| next season at the Politeama, Ataneo, 
|Liceo, and Odeon. Local artists 


|plenty worried over production 
| plans, fearing curtailment. 3 
| Artistas Argentinos Asociados 


| (AAA) first will be ‘El Viejo Hucha’ 
| “The Old Timer’), adaptation of stage 
| play by Darthes and Damel. Lucas 
;Demare will meg with Enrique 
|}Muino and Francisco Petrone im 
leading roles. 
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OBITUARIES 





VESS OSSMAN 


from the band business 


Vess Ossman, 54, veteran stage | years ago because of illness. 


and recording musician, died Jan, 22 


in St. Louis following a heart at- 
tack. For the past few years he had 
been a talent agent in that city. 

Osman in vaudeville was teamed 
with Rex Schepp, now manager of 
radio station WIRE, Indianapolis. A 
banjoist, Ossman once recorded for 
Victor and also had his own bands. 
He was leading the orchestra atop 
the old Madison Square Garden in 
N. Y. the night that Harry K. Thaw 
murdered Stanford White. His father, 
Vess, Sr., was also a banjoist, cred- 
ited with being among the first re- 
cording artists and for a time they 
worked as a duo billed as The Oss- 
mans. 

The act of Ossman and Schepp 
broke up around 10 years ago with 
the decline of vaudeville. 

Osman is survived by his widow 
and two daughters. 





NEMO 
(Edward Francis Mulhern) 

Edward Francis Mulhern, 62, died 
Dec. 26 in a veterans hospital near 
New York. He was away from 
grease paint for years but was once 
a favorite clown with the Ringling 
circus before it was combined with 
the Barnum and Bailey outfit. 

Mulhern’s professional name was 
Nemo, few knowing his right name. 
He was a frequent visitor at Joe 
Cook’s former home at Lake Ho- 
patcong, N. J. Once he went there 
for a ‘weekend’ and stayed two years, 
sometimes working around the es- 
tate. One of his exploits was to 
quaff 52 straight drinks of whisky 
at a bar—yet was able to walk out. 
A close friend was the late Paul Mc- 
Cullough, former partner of Bobby 
Clark. 


BERTIE CONWAY 

Bertie Conway, 70, veteran stage | 
actress, died in Bayside, L. I., Jan. | 
20. The daughter of the late George 
and Lizzie Conway, prominent in 
show biz three generations ago. 
Miss 
lotte Cushman at the Walnut Street 


theatre, Philadelphia, but she scored | 


best in the Charles Hoyt farces, ‘A 


Texas Steer’ and ‘A Bunch of Keys,’ 
in New York. She married William | died in 


Gray, duo, playing vaudeville as 


Gray and Conway. Gray later be- | 
Orpheum, | 


came manager of 
Milwaukee. 

Husband survives. Cremation and 
services were held in Philadelphia, 
where she was born. 


the 





JOHN BARTON BROWNE 
John Barton Browne, 55, writer 
and former advertising. and enter- 
tainment supervisor of Ambassador | 


Hotel in Los Angeles, died there 
Jan. 24 from self-inflicted gunshot | 
wounds. He had been ill. 


Browne’s most successful literary 
effort was ‘In the Garden of the 
Moon,’ which ran in Satevepost and 
later was filmed by Warners. Sev- 
eral weeks ago a son died in Hono- 
lulu following a swimming accident. 





KURT ENGEL 

Kurt Engel, 32, Viennese concert 
Pianist, died in New York, Jan. 22, 
of a heart attack while teaching a 
pupil. 

Engel gave solo recitals in vari- 
Ous symphony capitals and was so- 
loist with outstanding symphony or- 
chestras before coming to the U. S. 
about three years ago. 

His last public appearance was at 
Carnegie Hall on April 22 for Brit- 
ish War Relief. His parents survive. 

WILLIAM CLINE 

William Hamilton Cline, 73. news- 
paper writer, poet and at one time 
manager of the Los Angeles Or- 
pheum theatre, died Jan. 23 in Los 
Angeles after an illness of four 
months. 

For years he was a member of the 
L. A. Times staff but a fractured leg 
forced him to retire from active 
journalism in 1936. Surviving are 
three brothers. 





BARNEY RICHTER 
Bernard (Barney) Richter. 54, 
chief steward “at the Rainbow 
Room, Rockefeller Center, from 1934 
to 1936, died in New York, Jan. 23. 


Billy Rose’s Casa Manana, N. Y., 
and Jack Dempsey’s restaurant in 
Miami. 

His widow survives. 





LESLIE STEVENS 
Leslie Stevens, 42, former orches- 
tra leader, died Jan. 21 in Los An- 
geles of pneumonia. .He had: retired 


re SOREL ESS 


Surviving is ; 
Wehrle, former Ziegfeld girl. 





LOUISE WRIGHT 


Louise Wright, 42, vaudevill 





PEG MEYER 


children, 





HARRY S. CARTER 


Harry Strickland (Nick) Carter 
58, died Jan. 16 in Havana. 


Keith vaudeville actor. 





HENRY K. OPIENSKI 


Berne, Switzerland, Jan. 21. 





ANDRE BELLESSORT 
Andre Bellessort, 76, 


emy, died in Paris, Jan. 21. 





Mrs. Minnie L. Wiesner, 72, mother 
of Max and Harold Wiesner, owners 
of part of the Fox Wisconsin group 
of theatres, died Saturday (24) in 
Milwaukee. 





Professor Charles Kelly, 92, music 
teacher, who gave the Metropolitan 
Opera Co.’s general manager, Ed- 
ward Johnson, his first music lesson, 





died in Guelph, Ont., Jan. 26. 





several 


his widow, Helen 


singer, in private life Louise Wright 
DeLuccia, died Jan. 18 in Paterson, 


N. J. She retired from the stage 
shortly after her marriage in 1927. 
Surviving are her husband, a 


daughter, a sister and four brothers. 


Mrs. Ethel Meyer, known as Peg 


He was 


former public relations counsel and 


Henry K. Opienski, 73, European 
composer and music critic, died in 


critic and 
life secretary of the French Acad- 


| 
| 
Conway debuted with Char- |! a heart condition. 


Wife of John F. Royal, NBC vice- 
president, died Jan. 26, in New York 
City, after a long invalidism with 
A son and daugh- 
ter also survive. 





Mrs. Carrie Brown Tracy, _ 67, 
Hollywood, Jan. 23. 


| other son, Carroll, also survives. 
| 





L. B. Stumph, 59, purchasing 
agent for the Hal Roach studio, died 
Jan. 21 in Los Angeles. 








Fear Stranding 
Continued from page 3 

that is perhaps only temporary, is 
that biz in niteries and other spots 
using live talent has been badly hit 
by the war. Latins, who are prone 
to feel more deeply about things 
than their Yank neighbors, are 
gravely put out by the approach of 
war to this hemisphere, according to 
| people in show business who have 
returned to the States since Dec. 7. 

till another the 


angle on bad 


; 16, in Hollywood. Father is pro- 
| grosses south of the border is the ducer-director at Republic. 
| economy wave that has set in among . 
| the Latins as a result of the war. Mr. and Mrs. Robert Grevem- | 
South America is much more de-| erg, Son, Jan. 13, in New Orleans. 


| pendent on foreign trade for its pros- 
perity than the United States is. War 


and blockades by the Latin nations | 


mother of Spencer Tracy, film actor, | 
An- | 
| Rosing, referred to this noted Danish | ,aq 
| useless. 


delays in Rio. 


on the three major Rio casinos 
Copacabana, Antlantico and Urco 


spots use improvised shows. 


Four Girls Stay Behind 
e 


tricks. 


Betty Lou Graham and 


the Copa bill, 


Meyer, Buffalo radio actress, died 
Jan. 18 in Buffalo. leader Basil Fomeen and Frackson 
Survived by husband and two | the magician. 


and niteries were dismal. 


Bowman said, were the wild reports 
the first week, and no way of check- 
ing on them. Air raid scares in New 
York and San Francisco during the 
first four days of war became giant 
bombings as reported in Rio. 


Getting news from the States by 
shortwave radio was almost im- 
possible, Miss Bowman said, because 
it was difficult to find anyone with a 
shortwave receiver. And the Asso- 
ciated Press and United Press news 
aired by local Rio stations was in 
Portuguese, 
didn’t understand. 
Nazi propagandists were apparently 
making the most of the situation by 
furthering false reports of N. Y. and 
S. F. bombings. 


Re: Bodil Rosing 


| Editor, ‘Variety’: 








Your 
the 


obituary column, 
death in Hollywood of Bodil 
player as a ‘he.’ Bodil Rosing was 
a lady, a very accomplished lady. 
Your brief comment stated that 
the deceased left a son and two 
daughters. One of the daughters is 
the wife of Monte Blue, and it was 
on a visit to the Blues about 12 years 
|ago that Miss Rosing attracted the 
|attention of Monta Bell, who gave 
her her first screen role. 
A Taxpayer. 


BIRTHS 


ter, Jan. 21, in Los Angeles. 
is stage actor; mother is former Beth 
| Langford, Coast radio publicist. 

Mr. and Mrs. Joe Kane, son, Jan. 


Father is engineer with WLW, New 
Orleans. 
Mr. and Mrs 


Morris Finkel, son, 


have cut off entirely the former | in Pittsburgh, Jan. 19. Father is an 
flourishing commerce with Germany,|owner of indie theatre chain in 
Italy and Japan. So there’s good} Pittsburgh. f 
reason to put a brake on the bank Mr. and Mrs. James A. Griffin, 
account. daughter, in Pittsburgh, Jan. 18 
Want to Help | Mother is former Peggy Dougherty, 
Meantime, the Office of Inter-| stock actress and vaude player. 
American Affairs, charged with the} Mr, and Mrs. William R. Stephen- 
job of promoting goodwill in South | son, daughter, in Hollywood, Jan. 23 
America, is attempting to work out! Mother is the former Patricia mieg- 
| transportation and financial difficul-| feld, daughter of Billie Burke and 


| ties so that U. S. performers can con- | 


| tinue entertaining the good neigh- 
| bors. Dancers, musicians, vaude- 
| . . ‘ . . 
villians and others in show business 
have been greatly appreciated by the 
| Latins and have done much to cul- 
| turally cement the two continents. 


Among those who cut short their 
dates in S. A. to return to this coun- 
ef were dancers Patricia Bowman 
| and Paul Haakon. They were teamed 
| together at the Copacabana in Rio. 





an additional six weeks at the top 
| South American spot, but turned it 
| down. Fact is, they lopped three 
| days off their original engagement to 
catch a boat back. With air reserva- 


tions virtually impossible to obtain | 


| and steamship companies refusing 


| any information as to future plans, 


back to New York when the chance 


| Set for six weeks, they were offered | 
He had also been chief steward at | 


the late Florenz Ziegfeld. 


in San Francisco, Jan. 18. Father is 
‘Ricardo, KGO-KPO musical direc- 
tor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Bernstein, 
son, Jan. 20, in Bay City, Mich, Fa- 
ther is owner of a picture house cir- 
cuit in Michigan. 

Mr. and Mrs. E. T. McKenzie, son, 
Jan. 14, in Detroit. 
as Ed Thomas at WJBK, Detroit; 
mother as Madeline Nixon, was for- 





Father jis Universal Studio advertis- | 


ing manager. 


Mr. and Mrs. Frank McKenna, 


Week following the attack on Pearl 
Harbor found a virtual pall over Rio 
and business in the casinos at rock 
bottom. Niteries in Rio are adjuncts 
of the wide-open gambling rooms. 
Americans and other tourists are the 
best patrons of the roulette, chemin- 
de-fer, etc., and they were interested 
in getting home, not in blacks and 
reds, so grosses in both the casinos 


What frightened the Americans 
even more than the Brazilians, Miss 


which the Americans 
In addition, the 


recording 


offered, rather than risk indefinite 


Departure of American acts and 
failure of replacements to arrive on 
schedule has been particularly tough 
These spots for a number of years 
have used Yank talent almost exclu- 
sively, Fortunately, war’s start came 
at onset of summer season, when the 


When Miss Bowman and Haakon 
left, four American gals in the Copa 
line had agreed to stay on and were 
teaching native Brazilian gals the 
Four who stayed in Rio were 
Madelyn Cole, Mary Lou Graham, 
Billie 
Graham. Organist Ethel Smith also 
stayed. Other American citizens on 
most of whom_re- 


| bank on 


| 


| 


| of death in his family. 


—., 











Continued 








announced and dropped out of the 
Oboler program because they did not 
like the script, only Garbo is being 
‘blamed’ for the-~balk. Actually she 
never consented to appear and did 
not authorize the publicity story that 
at long last she was breaking her 
anti-radio rule. 

Greta Garbo was In New York, not 
Hollywood, on Saturday. Doing her 
customary hideout at the Ritz Tow- 
ers, she declined responsibility to 
those who had presumed to speak for 
her without her consent. She has 
\long had a genuine horror of radio 
and is quoted as seeing no reason 
| why she should endure personal 
|agony simply to permit Arch Oboler 





turned to the States, included band | to score a ‘scoop’ and add her to his 


| gallery of ‘for free’ promotions. 
Oboler’s Explanation 


Arch Oboler, writer-director of 
program, states that Garbo was asked 
by Victory Committee for Stage, 
Screen and Radio, and by Leland 
Hayward, her agent, and Salka Vier- 
tel, her closest friend, to appear on 
‘March o’ Dimes’ broadcast. He was 
also assured, he states, that a group 
of Hollywood stars would call on 
Garbo personally to urge her partici- 
pation. He was so positive she'd 
show up that he wrote 30-second ap- 
peal for her to read and went ahead 
to lay out rest of show. Knowing 
her fright of microphones, he offered 
to set up facilities in her home or 
whatever spot she designated. 


Not until 24 hours before broad- 
cast time was he advised by G. W. 
Johnstone from New York that Garbo 
would not appear. Meanwhile he 
said publicity had kept rolling and 
no attempt by Garbo or Metro had 
been made to issue denial. 

Oboler further states that while in 
Washington he was asked which Hol- 
lywood personality would mean most 
to show. All agreed on Garbo, and 
Oboler got busy when he returned to 
the Coast. 

Another angle figuring in 
choice was that she never did any- 
thing for charity via radio and it was 


Garbo 


down the President.’ 
Oboler declared the 
Victory committee told him he could 
Garbo. A spokesman for 
the committee informed ‘Variety’ 
this was not true, stating actress was 
not approached by committee as it 
learned such overtures were 
Victory committee states 
Oboler gave out the publicity, took 
the whole gamble and lost. 
Lorreta Young, Ronald 
Jean Arthur, Thomas Mitchell with- 
drew from program because of dis- 
satisfaction with Oboler’s script; 
Spencer Tracey withdrew because 
But it was 





| . 
| Garbo whose non-appearance-started 


| the 


Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Gentile, daugh- | 
Father | 


{or any 


| Oboler 


rumpus. 


New York Comment 

G. W. Johnstone, chairman of the 
radio division of the President's 
Birthday ball, in New York. finds 
the whole episode ‘unfortunate and 
embarrassing’ and is unable to 


ex- 
plain what prompted Arch Oboler 
to promise to deliver Greta Garbo. | 


‘We were extremely skeptical when 


her name was first mentioned,’ John- 
| stone points out, adding that under 


no circumstances did Keith Morgan 
other executives of the 
want any ‘pressure’ put on 
stars for gratis radio appearances, 
At NBC it is freely admitted it 
was very ticklish and that there has 
been widespread adverse 
Apparently it when 
at the 
fiasco became 
attempted to convince 
that there was 
fear by telegraphing her her ‘script’ 
to prove how short it was. NBC was 
prepared to apartment at 


drive 


reaction 
was NBC sent 
engineers 


that 


to call 
the 


Miss 


Garbo 


wire an 


| the Ritz Towers so that Miss Garbo 


Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Peterson, son, | 





| 


could read her line or two abso- 
lutely unseen except by the neces- 
Sary engineers and stand-by an- 
nouncer, 

Metro had seen the original radio 
publicity but did not consider itself 
bound to intervene. Nobody imag- 
ined the story was a phoney. It was 
seen as a matter between the star 


and the Infantile Paralysis auspices 
Father is known | : > nen 


However, in view of the weekend 
reaction, Metro now wonders if Miss 


os Garbo has been injured. Point 
merly traffic manager at WJBK. | that’s feared is possibility of col- 

Mr. and Mrs. Clark Ramsay,}|umnists panning her rather than 
daughter, in Los Angeles, Jan. 26.| Oboler for the incident. 


Howard Dietz’ Statement 
In answer to the statement issued 
by Arch Oboler in Hollywood, How- 


considered unlikely she would ‘turn | 


Hollywood | 


Colman, | 


Ritz Towers | 
known. | 


| 
nothing to} 


‘Charity’ Squeeze On Stars 








from page 1 
find Miss Garbo is being UNjustly 
criticized. She was never approached 


by anyone...neither by Oboler, the 
victory committee nor any author. 
ized agent to appear on this Pro. 
gram. Oboler says that he spoke to 
Salke Viertel, a friend. Mrs, Vier. 
tel says that she told Oboler that 
Miss Garbo was out of town and 
could not be reached. He says he 
spoke to Leland Hayward, Miss 
Garbo’s agent. Hayward says Miss 
Garbo had never appeared on the 
air because she does not consider the 
radio her medium and she has re. 
fused numerous offers for micro. 
phone appearances and at the time of 
Oboler’s request, Miss Garbo had 
gone out of town. Oboler does admit 
that Miss Garbo did not say ‘yes,’ 


‘Naturally she did not say yes be. 
cause the first knowledge she had 
that there was any broadcast ar- 
ranged for her was when NBC 
called her maid at the last moment 
and suggested the installation of a 
microphone in her apartment. The 
broadcasting company was immedi- 
ately notified that an error had been 
made and they sent out a statement 
to the papers that there had been a 
misunderstanding in order to clariy 
their previous release of the program 
that included Miss Garbo’s name. 


‘Miss Garbo would not refuse to 
cooperate in any patriotic or charit- 
able enterprise. Oboler made the 
request through the Hollywood Co- 
ordinating Committee of which 
Charles Feldman is in charge of 
talent. Feldman said that he could 
not reach Miss Garbo at the time 
and he substituted another star for 
the sketch that had been written. 
Oboler never communicated with 
MGM and we have no occasion there- 
fore to attempt to reach Miss Garbo 
who is on vacation from the studios. 
Under the circumstances, it is not 
right for Oboler to issue ambiguous 
and damaging statements about her.’ 





MARRIAGES 


Rita Gould to Edward Eorest, Dec. 
| 28, 


in Los Angeles. Bride is stage 


| and film actress; he is former legit 
actor. 

| Phyllis Maihle to John Kresge, in 
| Pittsburgh, Jan. 24. He is music 
librarian at KDKA, Pittsburgh. 


Pearl Mermelstein to Morton 
| Stahl, in Sharon, Pa., Jan. 1. He is 


acct 
asst. 


manager and booker for his 
father’s string of theatres. 
Mary Owen to Harry Remington, 
in Detroit, Jan. 17. He is publicity 
| director of the Fox theatre there. 


Jane Oslin to Dick Ketner, in San 


| Antonio, Jan. 22. He is a San An- 
tonio radio guitarist 

Kay Harris to Henry Freulich, 
Jan. 24, in Las Vegas. Nev. He’s a 
cameraman; she’s a film player. 

June Lee Ferguson to William 
Loren, in Lynchburg, Va., Jan. 26. 
He is announcer at WLVA, Lynch- 
burg. 

Joy Richards to Jock Fearnhead, 
| Jan. 22, in Los Angeles. He is NBC 
auditor. 


| . Adelaide Collins to Frank K. Fitz- 
gerald, Jr., Jan. 22, in New York. 
Bride is daughter of Ted Collins, the 
| radio producer. 
Lucile Wilds to Dave Levy, Jan. 
23, in New York. He's director of 
| ‘We, the People,’ radio program. 


COURT RESTORES DET. 
THEATRE TO KRAMERS 


Detroit, Jan. 27 


Although a receiver has been ad- 


| ministering the house, the Kramer 
| theatre here is going to be restored 
to the Kramer family. Decision was 
handed down by the Circuit Court 
of Appeals, which upheld an earlier 
ruling in the Federal District Cour’, 
Detroit. 

The Kramer family was seeking 
recovery of the house from Cohn 
'and Shevin, circuit owners, charg- 
| ing that they had failed to make the 
| house profit. The circuit owners 
charged they had lived up to their 
lease and that needed improvements 
were not made by the Kramers. 

During the interval between the 
appeal from the earlier verdict. Ed- 
gar E. Kirchner was named receiver, 
and in the first three months 10 





| daughter, in New York, Jan. 23.| ard Dietz of Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer| which he operated the Kramer he 
pair decided it would be wise to get | Father’s in Metro’s eastern stor’ de- | said: 


| partment. 


i 


‘After. investigating the. facts,. I 


|showed a 50% boost over the com 


| parable period -the year before 
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have fought and failed to kill the 
bull, it is given a special pardon by 
the president and can no longer be 
sent into the bull ring. 

Welles will leave around Feb. 5 to 
film the next two episodes. One will 
be backgrounded against the giant 
Rio carnival which annually high- 
lights the pre-Lenten season, and the 
other will be the story of four Bra- 
zilian peasants who constructed a 
raft and made a dangerous sea jour- 
ney to Rio to protest what 
thought was an injustice by the gov- 
ernment. 

Fourth portion of the film will be 
shot in the United States, but will 
also pertain to South America. En- 
tire pic will be in color. Phil Reis- 
man, foreign sales chief of RKO, 
who is also associated with the Of- 
fice of Inter-American Affairs, 
accompany Welles to Brazil. Camera 
crew is already there. 





| thing, so he falters: 


they | 


count up all the clucks, chiselers, 
mice, bandits, stockjobbers and dirty 
little boys who managed to get hor- 
ribie plays on the stage, I don't 
think the Hollywood b: tting average 
is so, bad.’ 


| 
About now your quivering victim | 


tries another tack. He feels he 


must make you agree about some- | 


‘Of course it’s 
a lovely place to live. The climate 
and all that.’ 


And you say: ‘Fooey on the cli- 
| mate. It stinx. This is a helluva 
place to live. Give me New York 
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clusively by TWA within the United 


States, will be stripped, of course, 
of the men’s dressing room, the 
ladies’ ‘Charm Room’ wit ts mir- 
rored dressing table the galley and 
coat room as well a ts 16 eeper 
berths. 

In return for TWA’s collection of 
| five super-supers, the man with the 
| whiskers plans to okay priorities in 

new ships for the line to afford an 
equal amount of available seats 
| TWA probably will get the 21-pas- 





| senger Douglas DC-3 type of plane, 
| many of which. are created ‘club 
| style,’ although not in the ultra- 
ultra manner of the $300,000 strato- 
liner, 


Elisabeth Bergner 


Elisabeth Bergner had a ticket fol 
Los Angeles for Monday (26) night’s 
Stratoliner but the icy weather wa: 
so severe, the flight ay have been 

| held over until yesterday (27) fte 

| this was written) 

| Friday's (23) kiddie € ed E 

| rival it town from e Coast of 
Charles Nordhoff, é ! of 
‘Mutiny on the Bounty’ and a hand- 
ful of other South Sea sagas, here 
to spend a fortnight conferring with 


his agents. Nordhoff said his writ- 
ing partner, Norman Hall, is at their 


South Pacific home and has written 


well. 

Another who traveled 
| jean Airline route from the western 
end of the star belt to LaGuardia- 
ville-on-the-Hudson was Brian Don- 
levy, of the Paramount sound sets, 
here for a brief vacation, several 
radio appearances and business con- 
cerning the release of his two latest 
pictures. 

Delivered to L. A. the TWA way 


the Amer- 


singer: while the line of the Strato- 





liner toted Conrad Thibauit to Cni- 
| cago, to ¢ mplete the weeks hither 
i 


to him frequently, reporting he is| 


| of the year. 


will 


' who make them. 


or New England any time.’ 
By now your man is compleiely 
unwound and shuddering. 
sd ” *” ak 


And I Do Mean the Movies 

When I say I like Hollywood I 
mean I like the movies. 
way they are made and the people 
There are witches 
and dastards among the actors, to be 
sure—but not many; and practically 
all of these were 


dastards and 


I like the | 


witches in the legitimate theatre first. | 
| There’ are show-offs, politicians and 


sneaks in all the film trades—but not 
many; not any more, I would guess, 
than there are in the Ame 


T 
phone & Telegraph Co. or the 


Kohler 
of Kohler Co. There are many 
Sammy Glick but there are many 
more honestly able men. 

A movie looks only as good as the 


brains that wrote, directed and acte 
it, and sometimes these could be im- 


proved—as whose couldn’t? But 

even the worst movie has gone some 
of the greatest technical skill to be 
found in any trade in the world: the 
meanest of studios works daily mar- 


vels of resourcefulness and efficiency. 
And I, for one, admire this endlessly. 
A Non-Conformist Beachcomber 


As to life in Southern California- 
I can do without it. From Santa 
s3arbara north and Laguna south— 
which neatly skips the Los Angeles 
area—the coast line is enchanting: 
put enesal y peak - ie beautie 
of the land elude é It is a tree- 
( desert, d brown most of the 
time and ] essed of lawns and 
palms only by virtue of a couple of 
nil lou el es. Its inhabit 
ant except for those imported by 
Hollywood, are either mad or dull. 
Its motorists are 90% insane, and it: 
roads, in which it takes such stuffy 
pride, are about 20 years behind 
those in New York, New Jersey, 


Connecticut and points about. 
Sure, it’s swell not having to work 


out of an office. It’s grand being 
able to play golf or swim so much 


It’s a comfort, slopping 
around in casual clothes and not hav- 


| ing to wear a hat except in the rain. 


But I have found only two or three 
restaurants which can be classed as 


ican Tele- | 


| good, and none which, like so many |} 
|in New York, can be called superb; 


were Charles Coburn, the actor; and | 
Mrs. Ray Eberle, wife of the band- | 


and a man’s size highball is not to be 
found at any price. 
I make it a point never to ask any- 


body else how HE likes it out here, | 


because the answer is invariably and 


sickeningly this: ‘I didn’t like it at 
first. I could hardlv wait to get back 
to New York. Then I did go back t 
New York rie J 


for that use at point of purchase, 
Falsification or evasion will be prose- 
cuted.’ 
‘For 
‘For 
‘For 


private use in home: 25c. 
use by orchestra: $2.50. 
use by ballroom: $3.00. 

‘For use by hetel: $3.00. 

‘For use by commercial radio sta- 
tion: $15.00.’ 

That puts the burden of collection 


for the copyright holder on music 
houses in Nebraska, or in points 
other than the state itself, if music 


is to be played in Nebraska. Lawyers 


will come in only when a check is 
made with a music house at which 
music was said to have been pur- 


chased by user. If music house did 
not remit, user falsified and cannot 
show receipt that he paid price men- 
tioned, the attorney for the copy- 
right holder has a case. 

Most informed opinion is that ball- 
room and hotels cannot craw! out of 
responsibility, after an orchestra has 
paid the proper clearance When 
the anti-ASCAP law was passed, the 
main quarrel with ASCAP was that 


it allowed the assignment of copy- 
rights of others to it. 
Kansas Talks Feb. 2 

Meeting in Toveka between 
ASCAP representatives and Kansas 
broadcasters spokesmen at the office 
of the Kansas attorney general to 
discuss the matter of finding a way 
for ASCAP to do busine in that 
tate has been put off to Feb. 2. The 
two groups had been slated to get 
tozether last Thursday (22) A 
statute now on the Kansa books 


bars the Society from licensing local 
users directly. 


In regard to the predicament 
which Nebraska users find them- 
elves an ASCAP official Jast week 
declared that he questioned hether 
publisher members, to whom ASCAP 
has returned their rights for that 
part cular late vill exe yt film 
exhibit from a drive ) el 
P nlia e h the Fede e 
I ht ] The offi ( t 

if pu { aii 
operators and passing up theatre 
owne would subject the elves to 
( ges of discrimination and that 
even if they have license j pro- 
duce for synchronizatior they 
would ive no choice but to sue the 
theatre playing these pictures for 
not holding the required performing 
rights licenses. 

From publisher sources it was 
learned last week that a cooperative 
policing setup has already been 
established in Nebraska and that 
wholesale suits against various 


Nebraska users might be expected 
around Feb. 15. 


ASCAP Sustaining 


in Hub 
Boston, Jan. 27 

As a result of a tentative agrees 
ment between the Yankee and Colone 
| jal networks in New England and 
ASCAP, tunes of the latter catalog 
are now permitted on sustainers, but 
not commercial programs as yet. 
WHDH has added BMI isic, 
which had been absent from the sta- 
t f< he past ye: ISIT ASCAP 
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agg A NEW CONTENDER» 
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JUST WHEN THE 
BOX-OFFICE CHAMPIONSHIP 
CONTEST WAS GETTING HOT! 


Just when everybody thought that only a miracle could bring forth an-attraction to challenge “Babes on 
Broadway” and “Johnny Eager” those record-breaking, extended-run:sensations...the miracle happens 
and it’s “WOMAN OF THE YEAR!” 
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